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$  H  E  dodlrines  of  Grace,  of  .which  this 
book  treats’,  are  the  truths  of  GOi)  :  Our  Author 
has  defended  them  in  a  mafterly  manner.  He  has 
not  only  proved  them  to  be  plainly  revealed  in  the 
feriptures,  but  has  alfo  fhewn  that  they  are  of  fuch 
conftant  ufe  to  the  children  of  God,  that  without 
the  ftedfaft  belief  of  them,  they  cannot  go  on  their 
way-  rejoicing.  It  is  from  thefe  dodfines  only  that 
fettled  peace  can  rule  in  the  confcience,  the  love  of 
God  be  maintained  in  the  heart,  and  a  converfation 
kept  up  in  our  vvalk  and  warfare,  as  becomcth  the 
gofpel.  It  is  from  them  that  all  good  works  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  that  all  fruits  of  holirlet^  abound,  to  the 
praife  of  the  glory  of  the  grace  of  God. 

In  the  practical  view  of  thefe  points,  Elisiia 
Coles  is  fingularly  excellent.  He  has  brought  thefe 
deep  things  into  daily  uk,  and  has  proved  them  to 
be  abfolutely  neceflary  in  daily  experience.  They 
are  truths,  and  ufeful  truths.  On  thefe  two  accounts 
his  hook  has  been  gready  efteemed  by  real  chriftians  : 
And  on  thefe  I  would  recommend  it,  as  approved  in 
mine  own  judgment  to  be  agreeable  to  the  oracles  of 
God,  and  found  to  be  of  fuch  conftant  ufe,  that  un¬ 
til  I  received  them,  I  could  not  enjoy  the  bleftmgs 
.  and  comforts  of  the  precious  gofpel. 

Oppofition  to  thefe  dodtrines  will  be  made  fo  long 
as  there  are  people  in  the  world,  who  place  fome  com 
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fidence  in  the  flefh  ;  fuch  as  are  pleafed  whli  n  • 
own  works,  and  fond  of  taking  merit  to  h!  * l,r*he,r 
Eu,  ,h=  word  „f  God  i, 

to  thofe  who  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus.  They  are 
hankful  for  a  fre e-grace  falvation,  and  whUe 

icy  enjoy  the  things  which  accompany  it,  with  their 

Hordes.  ‘VeS  d£fire  t0  blef$  the  God  of  a11  the“' 

A  new  edition  being  called  for,  I  was  requeued  to 
eoammend  ,t  to  my  friends,  which  I  do  from  my 
heart  I  wifh  it  may  be  as  ufeful  to  all  who  read  it! 
it  has  been  to  me.  May  the  Lord  blefs  it  and 

Su ^^rSOfbUtld-S  up  his  people  m\h^ 


WILLIAM  ROMAINE, 


'v;w 

;,t:  '■ 
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rp 

H  I  S  excellent  treatife,  containing  divers 
prime  points  of  our  religion,  which  believers’  foals  do 
live  upon  every  day,  and  in  the  lively  fenfe  whereof; 
with  application  to  themfelves,  they  enjoy  and  exer- 
cife  fweet  communion  with  God  the  Father,  and  his 
Sotijefus  Chrift,  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
upon  thofe  better  hopes*  and  furer  promifes,  of  the 
doctrines  here  treated  of;  doth  fufficiently  commend 
itfelf  to  fuch  as  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  and 
experimentally  exerciled  in  thefe  things. 

I  have  known  the  Author  long  (full  twenty  eight 
years)  to  have  had  a  fpirit  greatly  addided  to,  and 
affeded  with,  the  favoury  knowledge  of  the  truths 
here  delivered.  And  though  he  hath  not  had  the 
ule  and  help  of  foreign  languages,  wherein  thefe 
points  have  been  moftly  written  ;  yet  I  may  fay  of 
him  (as  i  Tim.  iv.  6.)  “  He  hath  been  long  nourish¬ 
ed  up  in  the  words  of  faith  and  good  dodrine 
and  thereunto  he  hath  fo  far  attained,  as  to  be  able 
to  cut  the  ftrongeft  finews  of  the  principal  objedions 
which  the  adverfaries  have  invaded  thefe  truths  with. 
And  further,  to  eftablith  the  poficive  truth,  hath, 
backed  and  confirmed  the  fame  by  folid  arguments, 
and  pertinent  feriptures  genuinely  explained  and 
opened.  And,  which  to  me  is  yet  more,  he  hath 
extraded  the  mod  fpiritual  quickening  cordials, 
which  thedodrine  of  grace  and  eledion  affords  plen¬ 
ty  of,  whereby  to  comfort  all  torts  of  believers  ;  ex¬ 
horting  and  direding  the  whole  company  and  body 
of  thetu,  how  to  manage  their  faith  between  God 
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and  their  own  fouls,  in  pcJint  ofeledion  •  DerfmrK„„ 
them  al!  to  commit  and  betake  themfelvJwholly  tf 
od  s  carrying  on  their  falvation,  in  the  wav  of  elec 
for,  :  and  all  along  hath  fire  wed  his  difcourfe  with 

he  be^Hrtatl0nS  and  aPPIicr,tIons  of  the  dodrines 
l  e  Joe  deliver  }  mixing  ufes  for  pradice,  with  the 

whaVt^  jU1|dclhe  m8geder  controverfiais  ; 

:,lch  hath  been  a  defed  complained  of  in  others  to 
mmtCP;0ha?  fu  ^  and  made 

ni.  nt,  that  the  doctrine  is  not  true,  feeing  omneve 

lU/n  ^  b°™m>  a"d  b°th  are  inleparable  aifedions  of 
bung  Upon  thefe  and  the  like  confiderations  I  do 
heartily  commend  this  treatife  to  the  judicious  reader 
uotmng  doubting,  but  that  it  will  fatisfy  the  weakeft 
thrill nns,  as  it  hath  approved  itlelf to  feveral  divines  • 
hoping  alio,  that  this  edition  will  do  as  much  good 

The’wm *°US ff  the  fomicr  editions  have  done 
U  he  blefling  of  heaven  go  with  it.  •  • 


THOMAS  GOODWIN. 


April  12,  1678 
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TO  THE 


CHRISTIAN  READER. 


T  HE  doftrines  in  this  treatife  declared  and 
vindicated,  have  exerci’fed  the  thoughts  and  bed  abil¬ 
ities  of  many  learned  men.  The  oppofition  made 
again  ft  them  bv  the  Pelagians  of  old,  excited  divers 
of  the  ancients  to  their  jufl  defence  ;  whereby  they 
received  that  light  and  eftablifhment,  as  for  many 
ages  the  church  remained  in  the  quiet  poffi  ffion  and 
belief  of  them  ;  until  fof  late)  the  Jefuits,  and  So- 
cinians,  and  feme  others,  confpired  again  to  fupplant 
them  ;  and  therein  had  (probably)  prevailed  ere 
now,  had  not  the  Lord  ftirred  up  the  fpirits  of  many 
and  great  perfons  to  fland  on  his  fide,  and  help  to 
maintain  that  quarrel  of  his  covenant.  It  is  not  un¬ 
worthy  our  notice,  and  deepefl  refentment,  how  zeal- 
oufly  affe&ed  fome  men  are  in  behalf  of  fuch  tenets 
as  fland  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  grace  of  God,  and 
their  own  eternal  happinefs ;  how  they  (pare  neither 
arts  nor  calumnies  to  difgrace  the  aflertors  of  thofe 
very  truths  that  make  up  the  myflery  of  godhnefs  ; 
yea,  to  fcandalize  and  fupprefs  the  truths  tliemfclves ; 
as  if  reafon  and  learning  were  given  to  no  better  ends 
than  to  vilify  religion.  And  further,  how  pronely 
addicted  men  are  (having  imbibed  the  Arminian 
points)  to  take  in  thofe  that  are  of  molt  fatal  confe- 
quence  :  fo  far  are  thofe  principles  from  yielding  any 
effectual  influence  towards  holinefs,  or  well  grouped 
peace,  notwithftanding  their  pretended  adaptednefs 
to  promote  them,  (which  might  be  largely  infilled 

on,  but  that  the  defigned  brevity  of  this  addrels  for¬ 
bids. 
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bids  it)  But  whatever  the  ends  nf 
intereft,  in  defaming  the  vvifcl^m  ^  ^’  °rthcir 

grace  of  God,  and  that  in  a  meth  fVere'SntY>  and 
anJ  daring,  than  perfons  of  the  fam°e  n"-0^  ^rrogant 
beietofore  adventured  to  do  •  the  TPr'  j?Pies  hav'e 
permitting  them,  are  holv  md^  n  1  d  S  ei)ds>  in 
lured,  that  he  would  nor'V  v  P«d\ : and  we  a,'e  «f. 
ous  errors  ,o  rea"r  ,t  u“f  !'f'  <Un8“- 
truths  to  be  f0  coarfelv  an»  r!  ’  ?d  his  glor|om 

bu‘ «?  order  to  their  further  illXdon  treated> 
and  that  therefore  as  he  1, J  r  ,  “P1  conqueft  : 

<knt  goodnefs  to  ’the  ’  f°  H  Wl11  (of  hia  abun- 
dedl)  raife  up  fuch  aswith^  ““J  “ftfidnefi  to  his 
cr>  tha]l  withLnd  their  f  :oTe  'ne  S’ll8ht  and  Pow* 
to  the  following  generation?  t  7?iVnd  tranfmit 
important  truths  which  die  wortrf  nl^,311^31^ 
bent  aga.nft,  and  feek  to  eradicate  lmpJacabJ7  are 

knowleVdmryhlcPlX^  £  (and  f0  ac- 
treatife  lfc  bJ  ,  ^  or  tmlSf  W"tjnS 

but  thofe  of  the  holy  fcripmre  /wr  f  books> 
tioned  to  magnify  the  or.,rp  f  C-,  1'c  1  ,s  Pcre  men- 

b'm.)  And  by  this  m^y  be  gathered  I'-ft  "’f  *'th 

and  diligent  confulting  the  fWd  d’  V  f  a  fenous 

humble  dependence  unon  f’n  °mcles,  with  an 

«». •» J,  "acl,ing 

anfwerable  improvement  •  th  f  ,mPortance,  (0  0f 

means  of  inlfrudtio  i  t  ’■  C  P,I0f crep  and  fureft 

will,  With  that  Sytd  trg  myftery  °f  his 

the  divine  attributes  for  recrverTn°n'0USnCOnBeXIOn  of 

t*om  their  dreadful  lapfe,  and  placinTth^  CrCaturcs 
Jt'on  tranfcendentlyP  better  %  S  hem  'n  a  con' 
(fate:  all  which,  by  the  Peli^3”  •  \eir  Pntn'tive 
ced  to  nothing  Yea  he  laS,an  articles,  are  redu- 

tages  which  af company  this  peculvar  advan' 

founded  and  bfolt  on  th'  n  C°Urfe  ’  r-Thatit,> 

whole  authority  and  t»uth  are'the  onl^  G°d  ; 
and  immoveable  balls  of  divine  flitbl  T!™8  ^ 

*  *  --I-  I=»r  feS’STK 
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other  ways  of  proof  and  argumentation  (in  things  of 
this  nature,)  the  more  convincing,  and  free  from  re¬ 
tortion  ;  and  the  iooner  will  our  fouls  be  brought  to 
acquiefcence  and  fettlement.  ?.  That  the  dodrines 
deing  declared  and  vindicated,  there  is  all  along  an 
uieful  improvement  made  of  them,  to  excite  and  in¬ 
fluence  our  hearts  and  lives  according  to  the  genuine 
tenor  and  import  of  thofe  truths,  very  much  beyond 
what  the  contrary  dodrines  have  ever  pretended  to. 
It  may  alfo  be  a  fupplement  to  other  books,  where 
the  fame  truths  are  worthily  contended  for,  but  yet 
defedive  in  this  particular  :  and  fo  it  is  not  only  a 
work  of  good  ufe  in  itfelf,  but  it  alfo  relieves  thefe 
dodrines  from  one  of  the  word  afperfions  they  have 
been  calumniated  with.  Divers  other  things  might 
be  mentioned,  which  refled  a  worth  upon  the  enfu- 
ing  difeourfe,  and  befpeak  an  efteem  for  it,  which, 

for  brevity  fake,  are  referred  to  the  reader’s  judicious 
obfervation. 

.  That  the  book  may  be  entertained  by  men  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  defert  of  it,  and  bleffed  of  God,  for  the 

enas  it  is  defigned  and  fuited  unto,  is,  and  (hall  be 
the  defire  of, 


JOHN  OWEN. 
S.  ANNESLEY. 
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Ex  trad  of  a  LETTER  from  a  learned 

Di  vine,  unknown  to  the  Author. 
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SIR, 

‘  *  I  B  4 

t  w  * 

Although  t  be  a  ftranger  unto  you,  yet 

having  read  your  excellent  book  (which  I  did  but 
borrow  neither  I  thought  good  to  let  you  under¬ 
stand,  with  how  great  delight  I  did  read  it ;  and  al- 
fo  how  great  fatisfadlion  and  comfort  I  received  by 
it.  I  have  ftudied  thefe  points  feveral  years  ago, 
very  hard  ;  being  then  put  upon  it  by  a  ftrong  ad- 
verfary,  one  of  fubtle  wit,  though  otherwife  a  very 
mean  and  plain  man.  But  I  have  faid  often,  that  I 
was  much  beholden  to  him  for  his  oppofition  ;  for 
I  would  not,  for  much  worldly  fubftance,  be  with¬ 
out  that  knowledge,  which  (I  hope)  through  the 
grace  of  God,  I  then  attained  in  thole  great  points, 
by  reafon  thereof.  I  think  that  then,  and  fince,  I 
have  read  moft  of  the  beft  books  that  have  been 
written  on  thofe  points  ;  but  efpecially  that  book  of 
books,  the  Bible  :  yet  after  all  thofe  other  books,  I 
muft  confefs,  that  yours  hath  given  me  the  moft 
content  and  fatisfadion,  of  all  that  I  have  read  touch¬ 
ing  thofe  fubje&s.  For  you  have  moft  nervoufly 
and  judicioufly  laid  open  the  truth,  and  as  ftren- 
uoufly  refuted  the  objeflions.  I  bids  and  adore 
that  divine  grace  of  the  Lord,  who  of  his  rich 
goodnefs  and  mercy  to  his  poor  diftrefled  and  dif- 
tra&ed  church  in  this  nation,  hath  raifed  you  up,  in 
an  efpecial  manner,  to  be  fuch  an  inftrument  of  his 
glory,  in  the  vindicating  of  its  fovereignty,  efpecially 
in  thefe  high  and  myfterious  points  of  Predeftina- 
tion,  particular  Redemption,  the  efficacy  of  grace 

in 
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in  Converfion,  snd  the  pcrfevcra.nrf*  of  r  ;  i 
toh  and  hdineft.  As  Lctagfc  £&*£  of 

f  coyenant  of  Srace>  *  cannot  but  admire  to  fee 
how  patly  you  jump  with  me.  I  ufed  to  fay  often 
feveral  year.  ag0,  (what  I  find  now  in  you/book) 
that  if  the  covenant  of  grace  were  not  abfolute,  falva- 
tion  would  be  as  difficult  by  it,  as  by  the  covenant 
or  s  ,  ^ becaufe  it  is  as  hard  for  a  natural  man  to 
believe  ana  live,  as  it  is  for  him  to  do  and  live. 
Well,  you  have  (in  my  judgment)  performed  your 
bufinefs  moil  pioufly,  pradically,  and  ftrongly  5  and 
your  arguments  are  invincible  ;  many  of  whidiyet  I 
had  never  met  with  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  do 
return  the  praife  and  glory  of  all  unto  our  great  and 
gracious  Lord,  who  by  his  mere  free  grace  hath  ena¬ 
bled  you  to  perform  this  work  ;  which  is  fo  much 
for  the  glory  of  his  holy  name.  I  commend  you, 

with  your  labours,  to  the  grace  of  our  merciful  Fath¬ 
er,  and  reft, 

Your  moft  affe&ionate  friend. 


October  16,  1667, 


W.  W. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 


TREATISE  and  PUBLICATION. 


H  E  principal  heads  of  the  following  dif- 


courfe  (generally  owned  by  the  churches  of  Britain) 


the  author  was  fomewhat  inftrufted  in  from  his 
childhood  ;  having  heard  (till  a  few  years  fmce)  but 
little  concerning  the  general  point  :  that  he  means, 
which  is  commonly  io  called,  as  holding  the  grace  of 
God  in  Chrift  to  be  generally  defigned  and  difpenfed 
alike  to  all  ;  fufpending  the  whole  virtue  and  fuccefs 
thereof  on  the  human  will ;  without  peculiar  refpeft 
or  affiftance  afforded  to  any,  but  what  is  given  in 
common  unto  men.  Which  dodrine  might  rather 
be  termed  general,  as  the  generality  of  men,  in  na¬ 
ture,  are  patrons  and  abettors  of  it.  Not  that  he 
thinks  all  who  hold  it  to  be  in  their  natural  ftate  ; 
for,  as  of  moft,  their  judgment  is  better  than  their 
practice  ;  (o,  of  fome,  he  hopes  their  practice  may 
be  founder  than  their  judgment  :  but,  fo  to  hold 
and  pradice  accordingly,  he  cannot  but  think  ex¬ 
tremely  perilous  to  the  fouls  of  men.  Divers  con¬ 
ferences  (accidentally)  he  had  with  thofe  of  that  way  : 
in  all  which  he  found  it  their  drift  to  infinuate  that 
principle  ;  not  caring  much  to  difeourfe  of  any 
point  elfe,  how  ufeful  foever,  and  importantly  need¬ 
ful  to  be  known  ;  but  ftill  diverting  into  that  chan¬ 
nel  :  maintaining  alio  their  notions,  with  that  con¬ 
fidence  of  their  own,  and  contempt  of  the  contrary 
judgment ;  fuch  uncomely  refledions  upon  their 
opponents,  and  flight  regard  of  the  feriptures 
brought  againft  them  ;  as  djd  ,  in  no  wife  become  a 


contending 
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contending  for  the  faith  :  (which  has  made  hirif 
think  that  ironical  fpeech  of  Job  to  his  friends,  tod 
applicable  to  thefe  :  “  No  doubt  but  ye  are  thepeo- 
pe,  and  wifdom  (hull  die  with  you,”  Job  xii.  2,)’ 
He  alio  found  their  tenets  moftly  grounded  upon 
words  and  phrafes  of  a  variable  conduction  ;  as  not 
weighing  the  fcope  of  the  texts,  nor  how  the  fenfe 
they  gave  of  them  might  accord  with  thole  of  a  con¬ 
trary  tennor  ;  flill  citing  fuch  as  were  plain  and  ex- 
prels,  to  oe  tried  by  thole  of  a  doubtful  found  ;  (vhere- 
as  the  contrary  courle  had  been  more  genuine,  and 
nearei  to  find  out  the  truth.  Not  that  any  ferip- 
tuie  is  doubt i ul  in  ltlelf,  or  inconfiftent  with  others  ^ 
nor  i\0Uid  feem  lo  to  us,  if  its  fcope  and  context 
were  duly  weighed  ;  but  the  fame  word  being  uled 
on  different  occafions  to  a  different  pUrpofe,  an  heed- 
lefs  attending  to  the  contexture,  induces  the  lofs  of 
its  proper  intendent.  That  he  found  among  them,' 
a  general  agreement  againft  our  dodrine  of  Eledion, 
is  true  :  and  no  lefs  true,  tlaat  they  differ  among 
themfelves  as  much  as  they  do  from  us  :  only  they 
bear  each  other’s  diffent  more  quietly  than  ours. 
Some  of  them  hold  election  upon  works  forefeen  : 
others,  that  men  are  elected  when  they  do  adually 
believe,  and  not  before  :  others  of  them,  that  no 
man  is  eleded,  until  he  hath  perfevered  in  believing 
to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life  :  and  others,  again, 
that  there  is  no  eledion  at  all,  of  particular  palbns 
as  fuch,  but  of  the  entire  fpecies  of  men  from  eterni- 
ty.  Th  is  put  him  upon  fearching  the  feriptures 
more  freely  touching  the  dodrine  of  eledion  ;  where¬ 
in  the  farther  he  went,  the  more  he  was  confirmed 
in  what  he  had  fir  ft  received.  And  as  he  went  on, 
found  thole  other  points  of  peculiar  redemption,  ef¬ 
fectual  calling,  and  final  perfeverance,  fo  interwoven 
with  that  of  eledion,  and  dependant  thereon,  as  very 
naturally  drew  on  a  dilcuffion  of  thole  alfo.  And  as 
preparatory  ^hereto,  it  feemed  expedient  to  preface' 
the  whole  with  the  doctrine  of  God’s  fovereignty* 

together 
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together  with  his  righteoufnefs ;  the  reafons  whereof, 
with  itsufefulnefs,  you  may  find  in  the  treatife  itfclf. 
It  alfo  lay  before  him,  to  obferve  what  uieful  in- 
ftrudions  derived  from  thefe  dodrines  above  thofe 
of  the  contrary  fide  ;  which  he  hopes  will  not  be 
meanly  confiderable  to  thofe  who  have  their  fenfes 
Ipiritually  exercifed  to  difeern. 

Of  this  work  was  often  times  a  flop,  and  laying 
afide,  as  refolved  to  proceed  no  further  :  and  this 
not  from  the  want,  but  redundancy  of  matter,  which 
he  found  in  the  fcriptures  for  it,  but  himfelf  much 
too  narrow  to  comprehend,  and  to  make  it  out  ; 
partly  alfo,  from  the  difficulty  of  reducing  his  min¬ 
gling  fragments  to  an  orderly  confiftence.  But,  by 
one  impulfive  occurrence  or  other,  (among  which, 
the  inward  delight  he  had  in  the  work,  though  feme- 
times  intermitted,  was  not  the  leaft)  it  ftill  revived 
and  went  on  afrefh,  until  (by  degrees)  his  gleanings 
grew  into  a  fhock  ;  which  then  he  bound  up,  and 
defigned  it  only  for  private  ufe.  But  fo  it  was,  that 
fome  parts  thereof  (providentially)  came  to  the  view 
and  hearing  of  certain  ancient  and  fober  chriftians  , 
who  expreffing  an  hearty  good  liking  and  approba¬ 
tion,  fomewhat  warmly  advifed  the  printing  of  it  for 
more  general  ufe  ;  as  that  which  might  help,  at 
leaft,  to  confirm  the  tenure  of  thofe  already  pofleffed 
of  the  truth,  but  ftill  remain  fubjed  to  fifting.  One 
who  had  caft  a  favourable  eye  on  the  contrary  point, 
Profefled  himfelf  well  fatisfied  with  what  he  had 
found  in  this,  touching  the  impotency  of  natural 
nee-will,  though  afiifted  with  general  grace  ;  urging 
alfo  the  publifhing  it,  for  that  he  thought  its  plain- 
nefs  might  render  it  more  convincing  to  (ome,  than 
icholaftic  difputes  ;  which  are  found  to  obfeure  and 
puzzle,  rather  than  illuminate  and  fettle  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  illiterate  perfons.  Another  confideration 
was,  the  effed  it  might  have  to  antidote  young  pro- 
feflors  ;  who  being  fcarce  out  of  the  fhell  of  their 
natural  underftanding,  are  pronely  receptive  of  no¬ 
tions 
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tions  that  fpring  from  a  covenant  of  works ;  which 
>y  means  of  fo  plain  a  dilcourle  of  nature’s  weaknefs* 
together  with  the  ncceffity,  conftant  readings,  and 
invincible  efficacy  of  divine  gface,  they  might  happi¬ 
ly  be  armed  againft. 

Repeated  inftances  prevailed,  at  length,  tot  a  wil- 
iingnels  to  make  it  public,  in  Cafe  it  fliould  aifo  ob¬ 
tain  approbation  from  approved  divihes  ;  whofe  teft 
and  judgment  lie  would  firft  lubmit  it  unto,  and  at- 
cordingly  did  :  retaining  yet  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  man¬ 
ifold  lnluuiciency  for  fuch  a  work;  and  praying,  that 

his  perfonal  meannefs  and  obfcurity  may  not  preju¬ 
dice  the  truth.  r  J 

This  being  the  account  formerly  given,  feme  lat¬ 
ter  occurrences  have  induced  this  farther  addition. 
After  the  firft  utipreffion,  the  author  was  often  times 
encountered  by  fome  of  the  contrary  perfuafion 
whereby  he  came  to  know  more  of  their  fpirit  and’ 
principles  than  before  ;  but  not  to  his  better  likin* 

of  either  i  he  (peaks  but  of  luch  as  himlelfhad  con¬ 
vened  with. 

Some  he  found  to  cry  up  that  excellent  creature 
man  ;  and  the  great  things  he  is  able  to  do  :  a  taking 
lure  !  and  coniequently  the  more  dangerous  to  fuch 
as  are  not  Well  fettled  in  principles  :  becaufe  of  that 
marvellous  aptnefs  that  is  in  nature,  to  be  taken  with 
its  own  commendation;  and  to  fancy  itfclf  confider- 
able  in  procuring  its  own  happinefs  ;  as  alto  from' 
the  difficulty  of  taking  up  our  reft  in  the  wiil  of  ano¬ 
ther,  whofe  wildom  and  love  we  are  little  acquainted 
with,  nor  can  be,  until  we  are  pitched  upon  it.  But, 
for  t lie  piclent  ability  of  this  once  excellent  creature, 
we  have  but  verbal  report  ;  and  mu  ft  therefore  ful- 
pend  our  belief,  until  they  produce  fonie  credible 
evidence  (or  it.  If  thole  that  aflcrt  it  have  fuch  a 
talent,  it  lliould  not  be  hid  in  the  earth  :  they  fliould 
be  (till  turning  the  penny  ;  and  thegrcatnels  ot  their 
flock  fhould  be  feen  by  the  richnefs  of  their  effeds. 

It  is  no  point  ot  honor  or  prudence  to  bcaft  of  pof- 
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feffions,  and  all  things  at  will  ;  and  yet  live  at  the 
rate  of  an  underling  tenant,  who  holds  his  all  at  the 
will  of- another  :  it  is  furely  a  rational  thing,  that, 
“  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  him  the  more  fhould 
be  required/’  It  behoves  therefore  to  ponder  tho'e 
lerious  queftions,  what  Angular  thing  do  ye  ?  and, 
What  do  ye,  more  than  others  ?”  that  is,  what 
earnings  have  ye  made  of  thofe  larger  talents  yepro- 
fefs  to  be  endowed  with  ?  This  they  fhould  give 
feme  tolerable  account  of,  or  elfe  they  will  be  thought 
to  boaft  of  a  falfe  gift  ;  for  it  is  not  words,  but  per¬ 
formances,  muff  juftify  abilities,  and  make  out  the 
virtue  of  principles.  Their  fellow-chriftians  are, 
“  of  themfelves,  not  fufficient  to  think  how  then 
will  thofe  anfwer  it,  with  all  their  florid  endowments,1 
to  be  found  even  as  they  ? 

And  becaufe  fcriptiiral  deductions  are  moft  pref- 
fing,  fome  have  a  device  to  put  by  their  force  without 
refirtance  :  what  they  cannot  anfwer,  they  will  not 
underftand  :  it  mu  ft  bear  the  name  of  unintelligible 
notion.  The  vanity  of  which  evafiort  is  obvious  to 
any  that  will  but  confider  it  ;  fiuce  the  rudiments  of 
any  fcience,  which  by  inftru&ion  and  ufe  are  famil¬ 
iar  to  one,  may  be  ftrange  and  uncouth  to  another, 
though  of  more  pregnant  parts  than  he,  and  better 
(killed  in  other  faculties. 


Another  gin  is,  their  needlefs  commixing,  and  con¬ 
fidently  perplexing,  of  fecret  things  with  thofe  re¬ 
vealed  :  when  as  they  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  the 
decree  is  God’s  rule  (which  cannot  be  known  to  us 
but  by  the  event,)  the  law  and  the  teftimony  ours  ; 
by  which  alone  all  doftrines  are  to  be  tried  ;  and  our 
whole  courfe,  both  of  judgment  and  practice,  to  be 
regulated  here,  and  judged  at  laft.  We  all  acknowl¬ 
edge  dark  fay i rigs  in  fieri ptu re,  and  things  hard  to  be 
iinderftood.  But  the  difficulties  rile  not  fo  much 
from  the  word,  as  a  natural  unbelief,  prejudice,  and 
darknefs  within  :  with  thofe  crooked,  wrinkled,  or 
difcoloured  mediums,  men  commonly  look  through 
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at  <piritu;i!  things ;  which  n»eds  muft  render  the  ob¬ 
jects  they  look  at  unlike  to  toeirfelves. 

1  here  is  alio  another  inare,  as  catching  as  any 
other,  and  as  worthy  to  be  cautioned  againft;  the 
dodnne  of  tree-grace,  being  fo  iliuftrious  in  the  fcrip- 
tuics,  as  not  to  be  Ipoken  againft,  they  -will  talk  as 
high  tor  it  in  general  terms  as  any  other,  and  tell  us 
w.iat  great  pretentions  their  doctrine  hath  to  magnify 
gUv.e  ;  and  that  they  delign  nothing  more  than  tie 
h  )nor  ol  that  ;  when  as  indeed,  it  is  not  grace,  but  a 
contrary  thing  let  up  with  that  name  ;  for  follow  the 
it, earn  either  upward  or  downward,  and  as  it  all  riles 
tr  ^m,  (o  it  all  runs  into,  freedom  ol  will,  and  advance- 
nvmt  o!  felt  •  as  is  obvious  to  any  impartial  oblerver. 

.  1  ne  laft  thing  1  Ihall  take  notice  of  at  prefent,  are 
cer  am  (  eeming  y  accidental)  queries,  modeftly  pre- 
tended,  for  argument’s  fake,  to  clear  up  obfcuritics, 
arK'  accord  contradictions  ;  which  ((hough  a  good 
work  in  itmjf,  it  orderly  managed)  they  follow  io  far, 
and  in  fuJi  manner,  that  they  do,  in  eff’tdt,  bring  prin¬ 
ciples  imo  quetlion  j  and  erafe  the  very  groundwork 
oi  religion. 

Ti  cfe  things  are  mentioned,  not  to  uncover  the 
weakness  of  perfons,  but  of  principles,  and  that  only 
as  tlicy  derogate  from  the  honor  of  free  grace,  and 
tend  to  {ubwrting  the  foul  ;  and  the  end  of  it  is,  to 
prevent  (uch  as  may  be  hovering  about  (as  not  know¬ 
ing  wheie  to  fettle,)  (hat  they  may  not  be  caught  by 
enticingnels  of  words,  wh.ch  is  fo  contrary  to  the  fim- 
pi icicy  of  the  gofpel. 

\x  fiat  i emain  >  then  ?  but  that  we  blefs  Gcd,  ador- 
ing  his  gkrious  wiidom  and  grace,  that  matters  of 
prefent  duty,  and  greatefl  importance  to  us,  are  fo 
phvn  y  revealed  ;  and  eternal  falvation  lo  little  con- 
ceined  in  the  prefent  conciliating  of  feeming  difcord. 
liicie  is  enough  manifelted  to  take  up  our  time  and 
ftrength  ;  and  our  living  up  to  that  we  know,  is  the 
readied  way  to  know  more  :  “  I-Je  that  will  (io  his 
will,  fhall  know  or  his  doctrine.”  And.  in  the  fulnefs 
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b'f  time,  thofe  Teeming  difcordances  fihall  have  an  illuf- 
trious  reconcilement ;  and  they  that  have  mofl  firmly 
believed  now,  againft  all  their  carnal  reafoilings,  and 
unreafonable  contradictions,  fhall  have  not  the  weak- 
eft  reflections  and  rays  of  glory  from  the  luftre  of  that 
day  :  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  lie  had  an  eye  to  (a  perfon 
of  no  ordinary  rank  for  human  accomplifhmenCs,) 
who,  treating  of  God’s  decrees,  did  freely  confefs^ 
“  that  he  could  not  indeed  comprehend  them,  but 
would  captivate  reafon  to  the  obed  ence  of  faith.” 
With  which  I  clofe  ;  fubjoining  only  a  word  of  reli¬ 
gious  exhortation  ;  namely,  that  though  it  do  not  con¬ 
fer  grace,  it  may  yet  prove  (and  hath  fo  to  many,)  a 
good  prefervative  from  evils  in  practice,  and  errors  in 
judgment,  which  others  (who  had  not  that  gracious 
privilege,  j  have  more  naturally  fallen  into.  Bell  ies, 
when  God  comes  to  work  effectually,  thofe  notions  of 
fin,  of  Chrift,  and  of  grace,  (of  which  before  the)  had 
but  the  form)  have  proved  of  fingular  ufe  to  facilitate 
the  work.  That  the  Lord  will  vouchlafe  his  bkfling 
with  it,  is  the  prayer  of  his  fervant,  . 
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HIS  high  and  tremendous  attribute,  being 
an  ocean  that  has  neither  bank  nor  bottom  ;  may  not 
lightly  be  launched  into  by  any,  though  ever  fo  ftrong- 
ly  built  and  well-manned,  (much  lefs  by  fo  weak  a 
veflel )  without  a  divine  compafs,  and  an  anchor 
within  the  veil.  Thai  the  author  of  this  discourse 
came  into  it,  was  not  of  choice  or  defignment,  but 
of  courfe  and  emergent  neceflity.  Could  he  have 
found  another  bads  to  repole  that  do&rine  upon,  which 
was,  at  firft,  his  only  intended  lubjtd,  he  had  not 
touched  upon  this  :  but,  apparently,  to  him  no  ground 
would  bear  the  weight  of  Election,  but  that  of  Sov- 
ereignty  ;  and  there  it  fixed  as  on  a  rock  :  ail  the  lines 
of  its  whole  circumference  running  there,  and  reding 
there,  as  in  their  centre,  where  alfo  the  feripture  had 
laid  it,  Rom .  ix.  Eph .  i.  &c.  And,  however  it  be  a 
foundation  difallowed  of  men,  every  obferving  chril- 
tian  fhall  find,  that  without  acknowledging  divine 
Sovereignty,  for  the  original,  fupreme,  and  unaccount¬ 
able  difpoler  of  perlons  and  things,  he  fhall  want  a 
principal  means  of  fupporfmg  his  faith,  and  quieting 
his  underftanding,  in  the  courfe  of  common  providen¬ 
ces  ; 
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ces ,  much  more  of  thofe  mvfterious  occurrences  and 

fupernatural  truths,  which  he  is  eternally  concerned 
about. 

In  this  preface  I  fball  treat  firft  of  God’s  fovereim, 
iy,  and  then  of  his  righteoufiiefs,  as  its  natural  adjunct. 

^  «  ^ULQ1  °t  t!le  ilrft_1,es  ln  this  propofition,  namely, 

1  hat  the  great  God,  bleffed  for  ever,  hath  an  ab~ 

0  u^.e  P0WC1  anc^  right  of  dominion  over  his  creatures, 
to  chlpofe  and  determine  them  as  feemeth  him  good.” 

hat  there  is  iuch  a  power,  and  that  this  power 
belongs  to  God,  no  ether  reafon  needs  be  affigned,  but 
tnat  “  he  is  God,  and  there  is  none  befides  him 
there  can  be  no  more,  becaufe,  i.  There  can  be  but 
one  infinite  ;  for  iuch  a  being  fills  heaven  and  earth  ; 
and  to  no  place  or  room  for  another.  2.  There  can 
be  but  one  omnipotent  ;  for  he  that  is  iuch,  hath  all 
otheis  under  his  feet  *  befides^  where  one  can  do  all, 
more  would  be  impertinent.  '3.  There  can  be  but 
one  fupreme  ;  fupreme  power  may  refide  in  many  (as 
in  nrxed  monarchies  and  commonwealths  );  but  as 
law  makers  and  fupreme,  they  are  but  one.  4.  There 
can  be  but  one  firft  caufe,  from  which  all  beings  elie 
derive  their  original  ;  and  that  is  this  bleffed  One  we 

(peaking  of  ;  u  of  whom,  and  for  whom,  are  all 
things,”  1  Cor.  viii.  6.  And  if  he  be  the  Author  of 
nil,  he  needs  rnuft  have  a  fovereign  right  and  power  to 
determine  all  ;  both  as  to  their  being,  order,  efficacy, 
and  end.  '  ‘  • y 

I  hat  fovereign  power  belongs  to  God,”  is  a  truth 
io  natural,  and  obvious  to  reafon,  that  other  proof 
teems  as  needlefs,  as  that  the  fun  is  the  fountain  of 
light  :  nor  (hall  l  fuppole  that  any  who  will  read  this 
discourse,  can  fo  far  forget  themteives  to  be  crea¬ 
tures,  as  to  feek  a  proof  of  their  Creator’s  fovereignty  $ 
the  things  that  are  feen  fo  loudly  proclaiming  his 
eternal  power  and  Godhead/’  but  fince,  with  our 
ealy  admitting  the  notion,  it  is  nqne  of  the  final  left 
f  lifficuities  to  own  it  in  our  practice,  and  bear  ourfelves 
unlweraoiy  towards  him  ;  fince  aiio  fo  huge  a  weight 
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is  born  on  the  (boulders  of  this  divine  attribute,  and 
our  fouls  are  fo  highly  concerned  in  the  intereft  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  it,  it  needs  muft  be  our  duty,  and  well  wor¬ 
thy  our  time,  to  look  over  the  mftanoes  ot  it,  and  to 
mark  and  confider  them  well,  as  things  greatly  import¬ 
ing  our  inftruftion  ;  whereby  we  may  know  lome- 
thin^  of  the  greatnefs  of  that  God  in  whofe  hands  our 
fouls  are  \  as  alio  of  our  infinite  dittance  from  lorn, 
and  nothingnels  to  him  ;  and  lo,  with  the  more  hum- 
blenefs  of  mind,  and  felf-abalement  ;  as  alio,  with  the 
more  faith,  and  creature7l'ke  affiance,  fubmit  unto  him, 
and  bear  ourfelves  upon  him.  To  this  end,  the  fcrip- 
tures  have  inrolled  leveral  enfigns  of  fovereignty  ;  by 
which,  as  by  fo  many  footfteps,  we  are  led  to  the  abso¬ 
lute  will  and  power  of  God,  as  the  fupreme  caufe  and 
difpofer  of  all. 

The  great  aft  of  fovereignty  was  God’s  decree  for 
making  the  world  ;  and  of  doing,  or  remitting  to  be 
done,  whatever  fhould  be  in  it,  to  the  folding  ot  11  u  . 
The  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  holts  of  them, 
as  yet  had  no  being  :  it  was  at  his  plealuie,  whether 
he  would  make  them  or  not  :  and  if  he  would,  what 
being  he  would  give  them  ;  to  what  end,  and  how 
that  end  fhould  be  accompli  (bed.  And  that  theie 
were  all  afcertained  by  the  decree  is  evident  ;  for, 
“  known  unto  God  were  all  his  works  (which  he  would 
do  in  time)  from  the  beginning  ot  the  world”  Afts, 
xv.  18.  The  fcheine  and  iubftance  whereof  (and  l 
hope  without  intrufion)  may  be  drawn  to  this 
effect  :  u  Thac  t'Ue  meat  God,  moft  high  an  i  holy, 

Cj  '  ^  O  ;  , 

being  infinitely  good,  happy  and  blefled  in  him  fell , 
was  alfo  infinitely  prompt  and  well-pleaf-d  to  commu 
nicate  thereof  to  others  ;  to  which  end,  he  deugned 
lo  raile  up  creatures,  angels,  and  men  :  that,  for  the 
manifeftation  of  his  lovereignty,  he  would  confirm  a 
certain  number  of  tho.e  angels  in  theft  primitive  ftate  ; 
leaving  the  reft  fo  themfdves  ;  who  fail  ng  fiom  that 
ftate,  fhould  be  caft  clown,  and  u  referved  in  chains  of 
darknefs,  unto  the  judgment  Ol  i he  guatday  that, 
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in  this  lower  world,  he  would  fet  „p  ,he  M  ma„  a 
be  the  head  and  reprefentative  of  all  that  Ihould  com- 
him  ;  that  this  fingle  perfbn  Ihould  be  created  m 
k  image  of  God,  lit  to  enjoy  communion  with  him 

if ‘ft  Sewea'm  f  P°r  r  l°  abidc  therein  :  that  to  man’- 
V  WLa*nefj,  of  creatures,  and  their  perpetual  de- 

ftockuS God’  fA  ru!d  tbqs  leave  him  to  his 

ifte  at  hih  u  ?e  freedom  0f  wil1’  to  retain,  or 
■  e  at  his  own  choice  ;  but  not  without  letting  before 

law'll  or TnrfS  °rim!L  that  WOuId  ccna>nly  follow 
;  r  H  111  tf^ng  that  freedom  ;  and,  being  fo  left 

tne  fauen  angd  tempt, ng  him  to  difobediencefand  al- 
;  ^a  Stbr,  ‘‘'^^fancl  all  his  pofterity  Ihould 

‘  a-  on  nH  f  U  r  C°e  CUde  :  that>  for  lile  d-- 

j;  ;  fIS  overe,Sn  grace,  he  would  (and  accord- 

;  dld'  ch°o(e  a  certa'n  number  of  Adam’s  pofter¬ 
ity  (m  themfdves  all  ^!ike  depraved  and  loft),  and-or- 
oain  them  to  eternal  life  ;  and  to  make  known  the 
pnver  of  his  wrath,  and  his  juft  difpleafpre  againft  fin 

he  d.ieaVe,  therrdl  ln  that  ftate  of  perdition  they 
U'0Uf!J  bcnnS  tnemfelves  into  :  that  of  thefe  veifels  ot 
)]  f;  ,SaCfn  ,hlr‘:lelf  (whoni  they  chofe  to  follow) 

I!1!;10  ,bV  ,e  ,head  and  ruler  :  as  alf°.  over  them  that 
rc  eloGed,  for  a  time,  namely,  until  the  Meffiah 

tneir  true  and  proper  Head,  and  into  whom  he  had 

c  no  fen  them,  Ihould  refeue  them  out  of  his  power  • 

ioat  to  this  end  (and  that  he  might  be  known  to  be 

m  l,  as  wcil  as  merciful,  in  juftifying  of  them),  tiie 

•  vin  or  God  Ihould  take  on  him  the  place  of  a  fecond 

Adam,  and  come  into  the  world  with  a  human  body  • 

m  wnic.i  he  would  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  and,  by  the 

m.nite  virtue  and  merit  of  his  death,  Ihould  fatisfy 

h'  \  111  a!I  lts  demands,  deftroy  the  devil,  diffolve 
works,  and  reconcile  the  eleft  unto  God  :  that  lie 
mooli  be  railed  again  from  the  dead,  and  inverted 
'■•ic  1  all  power  befitting  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  ; 

•  H  o  ie  mignt  effectually  ntinifter  to  them  whatfo- 
'•  )u d  be  rcc jusfitc  lor  bringing  his  fons  to  glory.” 

G  i  ta.ae  to  be  the  fum  of  God’s  decree  ;  the  great 

enfign, 
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enfign,  or  ftandard-royal  of  fovereignty,  whereof  all 
the  other  are  effe&s  or  confequents,  and  lubordinate 
thereto. 

The  fir  ft  vifible  enfign  of  fovereignty,  was  creation, 
or  God’s  giving  the  world  an  actual  exiftence  in  time, 
according  to  his  decree  from  everlafting  ;  bringing 
that  huge,  yet  void  and  formlefs  mats,  at  firft  out  of 
nothing  and  then,  this  glorious  fabric  out  of  that  con- 
fufion  :  his  hanging  the  eaith  upon  nothing  :  his  affign- 
ing  to  every  fort  of  creatures  fuch  form  and  ftation,  to 
order,  ufe  and  efficacy,  &  imprefiing  on  them  fuch  laws 
and  inftindts  of  nature,  as  feemed  him  good  (but  all 
in  a  regular  fubferviency  to  the  good  of  the  whole)  $ 
which  alfo  was  effected  by  his  word.  What  he  would, 
was  done  with  that  immediate  fuddennefs,  as  if  the 
things  themfeives  had  proceeded  with  his  breath  ; 

For  he  fpake,  and  it  was  done  :  he  commanded, 
and  it  flood  faft.”  Pfal.  xxxiii.  9.  The  inftant  pro¬ 
duction  of  light,  Gen.  i.  3,  and  9  :  the  waters  feparat- 
ing  from  the  other  elements,  and  gathering  into  a  body, 
and  their  going  up  and  down  to  the  place  he  had 
founded  for  them  Pfal.  civ.  8.  with  manv  others,  of 
which  you  have  an  index  in  the  firft  of  Genefis,  are 
witneffes  of  it  :  as  alfo,  his  fo  fixing  this  eftablifh- 
ment,  that  they  continue  to  this  day  according  to  that 
ordinance  Pfal.  cxix,  91. 

Coafequent  to  this,  as  a  fecond  enfign  of  fovereign¬ 
ty,  is  that  univerfal  providence,  by  which  the  creation 
is  fuftained,  and  all  inferior  caufes  guided  to  their  de- 
figned  end  ;  and  this,  notwitbftanding  all  fuppofeablc 
accidents,  which  might  poffibly  happen,  to  obftruCt 
or  divert  them.  And  that  the  creatures  have  at  times 
deviated  from  their  firft  rules  and  fet dement,  is  no 
derogation  to  the  doCtrine  ol  God’s  fovereignty,  but 
rather  an  iliuftration  of  it  ;  as  flhewing,  that  the  crea- 
t  s  are  ftill  in  his  hand,  as  c\nf  in  the  potter’s. 
Hence  we  find  their  innate  propenfions  to  be  fome- 
firnes  fufpended  3  otherwhiles  adled  beyond  ;  and  at 

times, 
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times,  again,  quite  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature :  and 
this,  not  catually,  nor  by  the  force  of  created  powers 
nor  yet  for  any  private  or  felf-concern,  but  to  ferve 
tome  fpecial  and  luperior  end,  which  the  Lord  had  to 
be  clone.  To  inflance  a  few  •  and, 

I.  Of  crearures  without  life  ;  as  the  windows  of 

heaven  opening,  and  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep 

breaking  up  (notwithftanding  the  firmament  above, 

an  the  bounds  beneath),  to  drown  the  world  of  un- 

go  y  men,  Gen.  vii.  1 1.  The  red  fea’s  dividing,  and 

i  anding  up  as  a  wall,  to  make  way  for  his  people’s  ef- 

cape,  Exod.  x.v.  22.  The  fun  and  moon’s  Handing 

Hill  till  they  were  avenged  on  their  enemies,  Jofh.  x 

13.  The  ftars  to  the  fame  end  fighting  againlt  Sifera 

Judges  v  20.  The  fun’s  going  back  in  Ahaz’s  dial’ 

to  help  Hezekiah’s  faith,  2  Kings,  xx.  1 1.  The  fiery 

furnace  devouring  thole  at  a  diftance,  who  caft  in  tbofe 

holy  confeffors,  and  not  fo  much  as  touching  them 

that  were  caft  into  it,  Dan.  iii  22,  27.  The  winds 

and  the  Teas,  which  are  luch  impetuous  (and  one 

would  think  even  lawlefs)  creatures  they  ftir  not,  nor 

;  reat  !C>  to  fulfil  his  word,  Pfal.  cxlviii.  8.  Mark 
IV.  30.  42. 

2.  Of'  living  creatures,  that  have  not  the  ufe  of  rea- 
Ion  :  how  readily  went  they  by  pairs  into  Noah’s  ark, 
at  God’s  appointment  !  Gen.,  vii.  8,  9.  The  frogs, 
lice,  locufts,  &c.  with  what  fupernatural  boldnefs  did 
thry  allault  and  perplex  the  Egyptians  !  that  the  ma¬ 
gicians  them  I'd  ves  con  felled  the  finger  of  God  was  in 
it,  Exod.  viii.  19  ;  and  as  ftrangely  withdrew  when 
rheir  work  was  done,  vei\  13.  Witneffed  alio  by  the 
dumb  afs  s  reproving  the  prophet’s  madnefs,  2  Pet. 
n.  16.  I  he  hon  s  killing  the  leduced  prophet  for 
breaking  God’s  command,  yet  not  eating  {he  carcafe, 
nor  tearing  Ins  afs,  1  Kings  >iii.  26,  28.  A  ravenous 
bird  bringing  i!i  food  in  his  folitary  condition, 

1  Kings,  xvii.  6.  I  he  whale’s  receiving  Jonah,  and, 
at  God  s  command,  rafting  him  on  dry  land,  with  ut 
barm,  Jonah  i.  17.  with  chap.  11.  10.  The  lions  al¬ 
ia 
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fo  not  hurting  Daniel  in  their  den,  yet  greedily  de¬ 
vouring  his  accufers,  Dan.  vi.  22,  24.  It  mud  needs 
be  a  tovereign  power,  which  thus  fuperintends,  re- 
ftrains,  and  inverts  the  courfe  of  nature  at  his  will. 

Thirdly,  Another  enfign,  afferting  God’s  iunrLma- 
cy,  and  rightful  dominion,  is  the  general  vote  and 
fubfcription  of  men,  efpecially  the  mod  know;'  g,  and 
luch  as  bed  underftand  him.  1.  They  own  it  m  their 
practice  or  adbons  : — Abel  offers  the  firfl lings  of  his 
flock  to  God,  Gen  iv.  4.  Abraham  leaves  Ins  native 
country  at  God’s  command,  to  go  he  knew  not 
whither,”  Gen.  xii.  4.  He  alfo  offers  h is  only  and 
innocent  fon  Ifaac,  in  Whole  life  and  podenty  all 
nations  were  to  be  blefled,”  Gen.  xxii.  2,  10.  Job, 
when  ftripped  of  all,  falls  down  and  worfhips,  Job  i. 
2i.  When  Aaron’s  two  fons  were  deftroyed  by  fire 
from  heaven,  he  held  his  peace,  Levit.  x.  2,  3.  Eli, 
when  that  tinalinpr  fentence  was  denounced  acaihft 
his  houle,  faid,  “  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what 
feemeth  him  good,  1  Sam.  iii.  18.  David,  when 
driven  from  God’s  fanclua  y,  and  his  throne  ufurped 
by  Abfalom,faid,  “  Behold, here  1  am, let  him  do  to  me 
as  feemeth  good  to  him,”  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  The  men 
of  Nineveh,  their  dcdruclion  was  pronounced  peremp¬ 
torily,  of  which  they  had  no  prormfe  of  rem.ffi  n,  and 
confequently  no  v:fib!e  ground  ot  hope  ;  yet  they 
believed  God,  faded,  lav  in  fackcloth,  and  turned  from 
their  evil  way,”  Jonah  iii.  5,  8.  2.  They  likewife 

own  it  in  their  confeffions  and  afctedations  :  —  M  I- 
chifedeck  and  Abraham  do  both  ftile  him,  “  the  Mod 
High  God,  pofleflor  of  heaven  and  earth.”  Gen.  xiv. 
19,  22.  Job  profefleth,  that  though  he  were  right¬ 
eous,  yet  it  God  will  contend  with  him,  C4  he  will  not 
anfwer,  but  make  fupphcation  to  his  judge,”  Job  ix. 
1  S'  £C  Hie  Lord  huh  made  all  things  for  himfelf,” 
Prov.  xvi.  4.  c;  E or  his  pleafure  they  are  and  were 
created,”  Rev.  iv.  1  r.  “  We  are  the  day,  and  thou 
our  potter,”  Ifa.  lxir.  8.  “  He  worketh  all  things 

after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,”  Eph.  i.  11.  “  He 

giveth 
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giveth  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters,”  Job  xxxiii. 
3 •  “In  his  hand  is  the  foul  of  every  living  thincr  •’ 
Job.  xi,.  xo.  He  is  the  God  of  ti  fpirifs  o^al! 
lidh,  Numb.  xvi.  22.  “  All  nations  before  him  are 

lels  than  nothing  and  vanity,”  Ifa.  x!.  17.  He  tlills 
the  tumult  of  the  people,”  Pfal.  xv.  7.  «  If  it  be 

ct  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it,”  Acts  v.  ro.  «•  The 
counfel  of  the  Lord,  that  Avail  (land,”  Prov.  xix.  21. 
1  lal.  xxxiii.  11.  “  The  lot  is  caft  into  the  lap,  but 

the  whole  difpoling  thereof  is  of  the  Lord,”  Prov.  xvi. 
33.  “  The  kingdom  is  the  Lord’s,  and  he  is  Gov- 

ernor  among  the  nations,”  Pfal.  xxii.  28.  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar,  that  proud  and  potent  monarch,  whofe 
£i  6reatne^s  cached  unto  heaven,  and  his  dominion  to 
t  ie  end  of  the  earth,  Dan.  iv.  22  :  all  nations  trem- 
ed  before  him  ;  whom  he  would,  he  flew,  and  whom 
he  would,  he  kept  alive  Dan.  v.  19.  “  who  faid 
in  his  heart,  I  will  afeend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my 
throne  above  the  flars  of  God,  I  will  be  like  the  moil 
•High  :  and  who  is  that  God  that  fhall  deliver  out  of 
my  hand?  Dan.  iii.  15,  Yet,  even  he,  thb  child 
or  pride,  is  made  to  confefs  One  higher  than  himfelf, 
and  to  bow  before  him  ;  proclaiming  to  the  world, 
that  <c  the  Molt  High  doth  according  to  his  will,  in 
tne  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth,  and  none  can  flay  -his  hand,  or  fay  unto 
him,  what  doft  thou  ?  and  thole  that  walk  in  pride, 
he  is  aole  to  abate,”  Daq  iv.  37.  “  For  thou  haft 

laid  in  thine  heart,  I  will  aieend  into  heaven,  I  will 
exalt  my  throne  above  the  flars  of  God  :  I  will  fit 
alfo  upon  the  mount  of  the  congregation,  in  the  fkles 
of  the  noith  :  J  will  ascend  ab<j>ve  the  heights  of  the 
clouds  ;  I  will  be  like  the  Moll  High,”  Ifa.  xiv.  13, 
14.  It  might  further  be  inltaficed  in  cain,  Pharaoh, 
Balaam,  and  other  wicked  men,  how  they  were  even 
con  drained  to  acknowledge  the  fbvereignty  of  God  ; 
as  appeals  by  comparing  Kxod.  v.  2.  with  chap-  ix. 

27,  28.  and  Numo.  xxii,  18.  Darius  alfo,  in  Dan. 
vi.  26 — 28. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  Another  evidence,  or  witnefs,  we  have 
from  the  angels,  who  are  “  great  in  power  not- 
withftanding  which,  they  do  perfectly  own  and  fub- 
rnit  to  the  fovreignty  ot  God.  Where  fubjefls  are 
numerous,  wife,  and  magnanimous,  and  withal  per¬ 
fectly  fubmit  to  the  will  of  their  Lord,  it  argues  their 
Lord  is  an  abfolute  fovereign  :  and  fuch  fubje&s  are 
the  angels.  1 .  The  e!e6t  or  good  angels :  thefe  fhew 
it  by  their  ready  fubmiffion  to  any  fervice  their  Lord 
is  pleafed  to  appoint  them.  They  are  his  intelligen¬ 
cers  in  this  lower  world  :  “  And  the  angel  anfwered 

and  faid  unto  me,  thefe  are  the  four  fpirits  of  the 
heavens,  which  go  forth  from  (binding  before  the  Lord 
of  all  the  earth.  The  black  horfes  which  are  therein, 
go  forth  into  the  north  country,  and  the  white  go 
forth  after  them  j  and  the  grilled  go  forth  toward  the 
fouth  country.  And  the  bay  went  forth,  and  fought 
to  go,  that  they  might  walk  to  and  fro  through  the 
earth  :  and  he  faid,  get  ye  hence  ;  walk  to  and  fro 
through  the  earth.  So  they  walked  to  and  fro  through 
the  earth,”  Zech.  vi.  5,  6,  7.  “  There  was  a  day 

when  the  fotis  of  God  came  to  prefent  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord,”  Job  ii.  x.  Not  that  he  needs  their 
advice,  but  to  fhew  a  little  of  the  majefty  ot  his  king¬ 
dom.  They  are  alfo  his  meflengers  :  he  fends  them 
on  his  errands,  to  negociate  his  affairs  among ’men,  and 
to  reveal  his  purpoles,  both  concerning  his  church  and 
the  world,  Dan.  ii.  19.  and  viii.  13,  16.  chap.- i.  21. 
chap.  xi.  Ezek.  i.  4.  They  are  his  chariots,  Pfalm 
lxviii.  17.  His  reapers,  Matt.  xiii.  39,  49.  The 
executioners  of  his  judgments,  2  Sam.  xxiv.  16.  2 

Kings  xix.  35.  And  Chrift’s  attendants  at  his  com¬ 
ing,  Matth.  xxv.  31. 

2.  The  apoftate  angels,  or  wicked  fpirits  :  though 
the  teftimony  we  have  from  thele  is  not  from  love  or 
good  will,  yet  it  is  as  great  an  evidence  of  Goa’s  fov- 
ereignty  as  any  other  ;  in  that,  being  enemies  to  God, 
proud  and  imperious,  they  are  yet  overawed,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  fubmit.  And  hence  it  was,  that  the  devil 

dared 


A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 


3& 

dared  not  to  anfwer  again,  when  that  fatal  fenten'ce 
was  pronounced  upon  him  for  feducing  our  firft  par¬ 
ents,  Gen.  iii.  15.  We  have  him  alfo  presenting 
li im lei f  before  the  Lord,  to  give  account  of  his  actions  | 
and  to  touch  Job,  or  any  thing  he  had,  he  durft  not,- 
without  leave  from  God,  nor  vary  a  jot  from  the  rule 
prelcribed  him  :  “  There  was  a  day  when  the  fons  of 
Goa  came  to  prefent  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  and 
Satan  came  alio  among  them,  to  prefent  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  laid  unto  Satan,  be¬ 
hold,  he  is  in  thine  hand  ;  but  lave  his  life,”  Job,  ii. 
f,  6.  In  the  Evangel  ills  are  many  instances  of 
Chrifl’s  commanding  them  forth  with  authority  ; 
yea,  a  whole  legion  at  once,  Luke  viii.  30,  33.  Nor 
could  they  fo  much  as  enter  into  the  lwine  without 
his  leave,  Mark  v.  12.  And,  which  is  more,  they 
were  fubjedt  to  the  Apoftles,  who  had  but  a  delegat¬ 
ed,  or  iecond-hand  power  committed  to  them,  Luke 

x*  v*  .  f .  / . 

Hthly,  We  have  the  Lord  himfelf  afferting  his 
fovereign  prerogative.  In  how  lofty  a  flile,  and  with 
what  imperial  authority,  doth  he  utter  himfelf  to  Pha¬ 
raoh  !  44  And  in  very  deed,  for  this  caufe  have  I  raif- 
ed  thee  up,  for  to  fhew  my  power  on  thee/’  Exod.  ixe 
16.  The  apoftle  quotes  the  place  to  prove,  that  God 
may  raife  up  men,  and  appoint  them  to  what  ufe  and 
fervice  he  will  :  4C  For  the  lcripture  faith  unto  Pha¬ 
raoh,  even  for  this  fame  purpole  have  I  railed  thee 
up,  that  I  might  (hew  my  power  in  thee,  and  that 
my  name  might  be  declared  throughout  all  the  earth/’ 
Rom.  ix.  17.  44  Who  hath  made  the  feeing,  or  the 

blind  ?  have  not  I  the  Lord*”  Exod.  iv*  6,  11.  “I 
kill,  and  1  make  alive,”  Deutf  xxxii.  39.  46  I  will 

fhew  mercy  on  whom  I  will  fhew  mercy,”  Exod. 
xxxiii.  19,  44  I  am  the  firft,  and  I  am  the  laft,  and 

befides  me  there  is  no  God  :  and  who,  as  I,  fhall  call, 
and  lhall  declare  it,and  fet  it  in  order  before  me  ?  fince. 

I  appointed  the  ancient  people,  and  the  things  that 
are  coming,  and  lhall  come/’  lfa.  xliv.  6,  7.  “  My 

counfel 
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counfel  (hall  ftand  :  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure,”  Ifa. 
xlvi.  jo.  cc  My  word  fball  accomplifh  that  which  I 
pleafe  ;  it  (hall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fend 
it,”  Ifa.  Iv.  u,  44  And  i f  the  prophet  be  deceived, 
I  the  Lord  have  deceived  that  prophet,  and  I  will 
deftroy  him,”  Ezek.  xiv.  9.  A  remarkable  ftory  is 
that  of  the  lying  fpirit,  and  the  effedual  commiffion 
he  had  from  God,  to  perfuade,  and  alio  to  prevail  : 
44  And  the  Lord  faid,  who  (hall  perfuade  Ahab,  that 
he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Ramoth  Gilead  ?  And  one 
laid  on  this  manner,  and  another  laid  on  that  manner. 
And  there  came  forth  a  fpirit,  and  flood  before  the 
Lord,  and  faid,  I  will  perfuade  him.  And  the  Lord 
faid,  wherewith  ?  And  he  laid,  1  will  go  forth,  and  I 
will  be  a  lying  fpirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  his  prophets. 
And  he  faid,  Thou  (halt  perfuade  him, and  prevail  alfo  : 
go  forth  and  do  fo,”  1  Kings,  xxn.  20,  21,  22.  How 
fhould  we  tremble  before  God,  at  the  hearing  of  fuch  a 
word  !  but  yet,  I  do  not  reckon  the  lad  two  as  a5.s  of 
pure  fovereignty, but  rather  of  his  juflice  ;  aspunifhing 
one  fin,  by  leaving  to  another  ;  according  to  that  in 
Rom.  i.  21,  28.  44  Becaufe  that  when  they  knew  not 

God,  they  glorified  him  not  as  God,  nor  liked  to  re¬ 
tain  him  in  their  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to 
a  reprooate  mind.”  And  jet  there  is  here  an  im- 
preilion  of  fovereignty,  in  that  he  deals  not  fo  with  all 
who  are  alike  obnoxious  to  it. 

Sixthly,  Another  enfign  of  fovereignty  is  formed  of 
tnoie  leveral  aAs  and  inflitutes,  which  cannot  be  de- 
derived  (at  lead;  not  fo  immediately)  from  any  other 
atnibute  as  that  of  fovereignty.  1  fhall  inftance  in  a 
Lw,  namely,  The  putting  of  man’s  everlafting  condi- 
fion  upon  his  eating  or  non-eating  the  fruit  of  fuch  a 
tiee,  Gen.  11.  17.  In  not  deftroying  Adam  prefently 
uPon  his  difobedience  ;  and  in  the  tree  promile  of  a 
Saviour,  unfought  unto  for  it,  Gen.  lii.  1  In  pro¬ 
tecting  Cain  when  he  had  forfeited  his  life  to  juflice, 
Gen.  iv.  15.  In  preferving  Ham  from  the  deluge, 
though  as  wicked  as  thole  that  perifhed,  Gen.  vii.  13, 
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In  ordering  the  bleffing  to  Jacob,  who  fought  it  un¬ 
duly  :  and  denying  it  to  Efau,  who  fought  it  diligent¬ 
ly,  and  to  whom  it  belonged  of  natural  right,  Gen. 
xxvii.  19,  34,  38.  In  the  fudden  turning  of  Etau’s 
heart  to  love  Jacob,  whom  he  had  inveterately  hated, 
and  came  with  lull  purpole  to  deftroy  him  ;  yet  in  at 
moment  his  heart  is  melted  ;  he  weeps  on  his  neck, 
and  offers  himfelf  and  foldiers  to  be  his  convoy,  Gen. 
xxvii.  41.  with  chap,  xxxii.  6.  and  xxxiii.  4,  12. 
In  caufing  a  fear  to  fall  on  the  Amorites,  that  they 
did  not  purfue  Jacob,  when  highly  provoked  by  his 
fons  cruelty  on  the  men  of  Shechem,  Gen.  xxxv.  3. 
In  fending  a  meffage  of  peace  to  Sihon,  whom  he  had 
determined  to  deftroy  ;  and  to  that  end  had  harden¬ 
ed  his  fpirit,  and  made  him  obftinate,  Deut.  ii.  26. 
Jn  cauling  thole  nations  to  deftroy  one  another,  who 
came  leagued  to  deftroy  his  people,  2  Chron.  xx.  i, 
22,  23.  In  deftroying  Elau’s  mount  irreparably,  and 
for  ever  ;  when  as  Ifrael,  whofe  land  alfo  was  full  of 
fin,  fhall  not  be  forlaken,  Obad.  ver.  9,  16,  18,  21. 
Mai.  i.  4  :  efpecially  confidering,  that  thefe  were  the 
ieveral  effeds  ol  his  loving  the  one,  and  hating  the 
other,  and  that  “  before  they  had  done  either  good  or 
evil,”  Mai.  i.  2,  3.  Rom.  ix.  11,  13.  In  lending 
Ezekiel  to  a  rebellious  houfe,  that  “  would  not  hear 
and  not  lending  him  to  them  that  would  :  <i  Not  to 
many  people  ot  a  llrange  fpeech,  and  of  an  hard  lan-  • 
guage,  whole  words  thou  canft  not  underftand  :  fure- 
]y,  had  I  fent  thee  to  them,  they  would  have  heark¬ 
ened  unto  thee.  But  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  will  not 
hearken  unto  thee  ;  for  they  will  not  hearken  unto 
me  ;  for  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  are  impudent  and  hard¬ 
hearted  Ezek.  iii.  6,  7.  and  Matt.  xi.  21.  In  hid¬ 
ing  the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom  “  from  the  wife  and 
prudent, and  revealing  them  unto  babes,”  Matt.  xi.  25* 
and  (peaking  in  parables  to  the  multitude,  “  left  they 
fhould  be  converted,”  Mark,  iv.  11,  12.  Ads,  xvi. 
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It  is  further  manifeft,  by  the  Lord’s  punifhin 
fometimes  lefl'er  trefpafies,  and  that  feverely,  and  i 
ins  own  ;  while  winking  at  thole  of  a  greater  magni¬ 
tude  in  other-'men.  Moles  is  excluded  Canaan  for  a 
ha dy  word,  though  fmartiy  provoked,  Ueut.  xxxii. 
51,  5 1  ;  when  Jonah  is  but  mildly  reproved  for  paf- 
lionately  expoxiulating,  Jonah,  iv.  Uzzah  dies  for 
but  touching  the  ark,  1  Cliron.  xiii.  9,  10  ;  when  the 
Philiftines  bore  it  away  in  triumph,  1  Sana.  v.  1. 
Hezekiah  but  Ihews  the  ambafladors  from  Babylon 
Ins  houfe  and  trealures,  and  for  this  his  fons,  and  all 
mult  go  into  captivity  :  “  And  Hezekiah  hearkened 
unto  them,  and  fhewed  them  all  the  houfe  of  his  pre¬ 
cious  things,  the  filver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  fpicet, 
and  the  precious  ointment,  and  all  the  houle  of  his 
armour,  and  all  that  was  found  in  his  trealures :  there 
was  not  lung  in  his  houle,  nor  in  all  his  dominion,  that 
Hezekiah  tne wed  them  not.  Behold  the  days  come, 
that  all  that  is  thine  houfe,  and  that  which  thy  fathers 
have  laid  up  in  Bore  unto  this  day,  fhall  be  carried  in¬ 
to  Babylon  :  nothing  fhall  be  left,  faith  the  Lord,” 
2  Kings  xx.  13,  1 7.  Not  that  any  fin  is  little  in  it- 
feif,  or  punifhed  beyond  its  demerit  ;  but  the  Lord  is 
pleafed  thus  to  do,  partly  to  fhew  his  difpleafure 
againlt  fin,  and  that  he  will  not  bear  with  it,  even  in 
thole  that  are  deareft  to  him  :  but  partly  alfo  (if  not 
chiefly,  in  fuch  like  cafes)  to  fet  forth  his  foverei<m 
greatnefs,  and  the  uncontrolableneis  of  his  matters  • 
“  W  hy  doft  thou  thrive  againft  him  ?  for  he  giveth 
not  account  of  any  of  his  matters,”  Job  xxxin.  n. 

1  ne  feventy-third  Pfalm  is  full  to  the  fame  purpofe. 
x  hat  alfo  of  Job,  and  the  manner  of  God’s  dealing 
with  him  is  much  to  be  remarked  :  he  had  lived  a 
very  ftnbt  and  holy  life  ;  “  Not  a  man  like  Tub  in 
all  the  earth  the  Lord  himfelf  feems  to  glory  in 
mm  :  unto  which  all  outward  bleflings  were  promised 
and  freedom  from  fuch  luffenngs  j  and  when  bereft  of 
ad,  held  faft  Ins  integrity,”  Job  i.  8.  and  chap.  ii. 
yet  the  Lord  goes  on  to  afflnft  him,  and  leaves  him 
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wholly  (diving  his  life)  in  Satan’s  power.  Had  het 
been  a  wicked  man,  as  his  friends  objected,  thofc  fuf- 
nad  evidenced  the  jnilice  of  God  j  but  now 
liis  fovereignty  :  which  alfo  feems  to  be  intended  by 
tnat  ipeech  of  God  to  Satan  :  a  Thou  moved  me 
again  ft  him,  to  dedroy  him  without  caufe,”  Job  ii.  3. 

Seventhly,  I  here  are  yet  other  footdeps  of  Sover- 
eigi:ty,  by  which  that  high  and  holy  attribute  is  far- 
tner  liludrated  to  us  ;  as,  namely,  “  the  Lord’s  over- 
nilmg  the  defigns  and  actions  of  men,  to  bring  his 
own  counfels  to  pafs  ;  albeit  improper  in  their  own 
natuie,  yea,  dillervient  thereto  ;  and  fometimes  by 
men  contrived  on  purpofc  to  prevent  them.  The 
project  of  building  Babel’s  tower,  to  keep  that  rebel¬ 
lious  rout  together,  is  turned  to  their  utter  difperfion. 
Gem  xi.  4.  8.  Jacob’s  didimulation,  and  palpable 
abuie  of  his  father's  infirmity,  it  proved  a  means  to 
obtain  his  bleffing,  and  that  contrary  to  his  fettled 
intendment,  Gen.  xxvii.  18,  29.  Laban  dealt  hard¬ 
ly  with  Jacob,  to  keep  him  low,  and  to  ferve  himfelf 
of  him,  but  God  takes  occafion  thence  to  give  him 
Laban’s  fubdance,  and  that  by  Laban’s  content  and 
agreement,  Gen.  xxix.  To  obviate  Jofeph’s dreams, 
his  brethren  fell  him  into  Egypt :  and  by  this  means 
the  Lord  keeps  them  all  alive,  and  accomplifheth  that 
honor  to  Joteph,  which  they  let Jy  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent,  Gen.  xxxvii.  9,  20,  28.  chap,  xlii.  6.  chap.  -i. 
iS,  20.  Pharaoh  lays  infuperable  burdens  on  the 
people,  to  diminifh  them  ;  and  the  Lord  multiplies 
them  under  it  :  u  The  more  they  were  opprelfed, 
the  f after  they  grew,”  Exocl.  i.  12.  Mofes,  a  keeper 
of  Ihecp,  a  man  of  flow  ipeech,  and  one  that  had  no 
mind  to  the  work,  Exod.  iv.  10.  13.  yet  he  fhali  be 
God’s  ambaffador  to  Pharaoh  (the  proudeft  and  moft 
inflexible  monarch  upon  earth),  and  bring  Ifrael  out 
of  bondage.  And  who  fhall  be  his  commander  in 
chief,  to  deliver  his  people  from  their  potent  oppref- 
for^,  but  Deborah,  a  woman  ?  Judges  iv.  9.  At 
another  time,  Gideon,  “  whole  family  was  poor  in 
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Manalfeh,  and  he  the  lead:  in  his  father’s  houfe,” 
Judges  vi.  1  5  :  and  though  he  had  a  numerous  and 
powerful  enemy  to  deal  with,  and  (one  would  think) 
had  need  of  all  the  hands  he  could  make  to  fight 
•  them,  yet  his  army  of  two  and  thirty  thoufofld,  muft 
be  reduced  to  three  hundred  men,  and  they  to  have 
no  other  arms  but  trumpets,  and  lamps  in  their  pitch¬ 
ers  ;  and  by  tliefe  he  delivers  them  from  that  huge 
hoft,  Judges  vii.  3,  6,  7.  And  much  like  unto  this 
was  Shamgar’s  killing  fix  hundred  men  with  an  ox- 
goad,  Judges,  iii.  31  ;  and  Sampfon  a  thoufand  with 
the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs,  chap.  xv.  15*  It  may  farther 
be  traced,  in  his  producing  contrary  effects  by  the 
lame  caufe  ;  and  then,  again,  the  fame  effects  by  cauf- 
es  contrary,  Exod.  iv.  6,  7,  So  Daniel,  and  his  fel¬ 
lows,  they  had  a  fairer  countenance  with  pulfc  and 
water^  tnan  thofe  who  cat  of  the  king’s  own  provi¬ 
sion,  Dan.  i.  15.  It  is  further  evidenced,  by  his 
caufing  the  wrath  of  man  to  turn  to  his  praife  ^  which 
in  the  nature  and  tendency  of  it,  is  to  deftroy  them 
that  praife  him  f  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  10.)  By  his  catching 
the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  caufing  them  to 
fall  by  their  ‘own  devices”  (Job,  v.  12,*  1?  Pfal.  v. 
10.);  witnefs  Ahab  (1  Kings,  xxii.  20,  22.),  and 
Haman  /Efth*  vii.  10.).  The  perfecution  of  the 

^  rn ,  was  defigned  to  fupprefs  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Chi  iff  j  which  yet  was  thereby  diiperfed  into 
many  countries,  and  caufed  to  grow  mightily,”  Adis, 
vii'-  r*  4-  So,  the  preacher’s  imprifonment  proved 
to  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  Phil.  i.  12;  14.  And 
fi-nce  the  Icriptures  were  finifhed,  human  dories,  and 
our  own  obfervation,  do  abundantly  prove  the  matter 
in  hand.  Do  but  confider  how  it  prevailed  to  the 
dethroning  of  Satan,  and  turning  the  world  up-fide 
down,  and  this  by  means  the  weakeft  and  moft  un- 
hkeiy  ^to  iea(on)  that  could  be  pitched  upon  :  not  by 
the  (word  and  fpear,  the  bow  and  battle-ax,  the  barbed 
horfe,  and  the  martial  heroes  of  the  earth  ;  but  by  the 
Dare  word  of  God  :  and  this,  not  by  the  nand  of  the 
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learned  ferihes  and  pharifees,  lawyers,  doctors,  poets, 
pliilofo  >hcrs  ;  but  by  poor  illiterate  fifliermen,  car- 
porters,  publicans, -tent-makers.  And  who  thall  be 
the  fa dj eels  and  party  militant  of  this  never-to-be- 
onquered  kingdom?  not  “the  wife  and  prudent, 
mighty  and  noble  ;  but  babes,  the  poor,  weak,  bafe, 
ddpiied,  and  things  that  are  not  ;  and  by  thefe  he 
confounds  the  things  that  are,”  i  Cor.  i.  27.  And 
by  what  arms  ?  “  patience,  and  faith  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,,”  Rev.  xii.  11.  chap.  xiv.  12. 

Coni  bier  alfo,  tire  c^nftant  perfecution  of  the  church, 
and  that  by  men  of  all  forts,  efpecially  thofe  of  great- 
eft  power  and  policy  •  the  barbarous  devaitations  that 
have  been  made  upon  it  ;  and  with  what  implacable 
enmity  the  world  is  edged  againfl  it  ;  and  that  yet  it 
(lands  invincible,  and  is  (till  getting  ground  :  you  can¬ 
not  but  acknowledge  the  evident  footfteps  of  iovereign 
power  ;  “  that  the  moft  High  beareth  rule  over  all, 
Dan.iv.  25,  26.  and  as  for  the  counfels  of  the  wife, 
he  turneth  them  backward,”  Ifa.  xliv.  25. 

Eighthly,  An  efpecial  ray  of  this  glorious  power 
fhines  forth  in  God’s  actual  predominating  and  fubdu- 
ing  the  fpirits  of  men,  in  calling  and  converting  whom 
he  will.  One  would  think  that  a  rational  being 
Ihoukl  better  ditcern  his  own  intereft,  and  out  of 
choice  comply  with  the  will  of  his  Maker,  as  who 
muff  needs  belt  know  what  is  bed  for  his  creature, 
and  who  in  reafoircan  have  no  other  defign  upon  him 
but  his  own  good  :  but  we  find  it  otherwife  ;  the 
bed  things  degenerated  turn  the  word,  and  are  hard- 
lieft  reduced.  Of  all  creatures,  man  fallen,  doth  moft 
avert,  impugn  and  refill,  when  God  would  turn  him 
out  of  his  natural  courfe  ;  notwi-thftanding  the  foreft 
of  evils  do  attend  his  prefent  fiate,  and  all  delireable 

L 

happinels  would  apparently  follow  his  change ;  yet,  fo 
wedded  he  is  to  his  lufts,  and  head-ftrong  in  his  own 
will,  that  none  of  thefe  things  move  him  :  but  on  he 
goes,  and  on  he  will,  yea,  though  an  incenled  angel 
with  a  drawn  fword  fhould  withftand  him.  To  crufh 
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them  to  nothing,  or  break  them  to  pieces,  vwre  cr.fily 
effected  ;  a  little  of  divine  po  rr  would  do  that  :  !  •' 
to  humble  a  proud  and  lofty  lpirit ;  to  foften  and  tv.  h 
an  obdurate  heart  ;  to  tame,  meeken,  and  recont  le  a 
fanguinary  rebel  ;  to  change  the  very  inwards  or  one 
habituated  in  fin  and  enmity  againft  God,  1  m.kc 
him  pliable  to  divine  impreffions  :  this  highly  pro* 
claims  the  exceeding  great nefs  of  his  power  ;  it  is  a 
glorious  trophy  of  divine  Sovereignty.  Which  is  alfo 
farther  conipicuous,  and  greatly  illuflrated,  in  main¬ 
taining  the  work  begun,  and  bearing  it  on  ^trough  all 
eppofition  :  for  there  needs  the  fame  almightinels  of 
power  to  preferve  the  new  creation,  as  at  firft  to  raile 
it  :  the  way  of  God  being  altogether  upwards  and  fu- 
pernatural,  there  is  a  great  pronenefs  in  creatures  to 
revolt  from  it,  (like  a  rolling  (lone  on  the  fteep  of  a 
hill.)  The  remains  of  old  nature  would,  torrent-like, 
bear  down  all,  if  fovereign  power  did  not  bar  up  the 
one,  and  fuftain  the  other.  For  a  fpark  of  divine  na¬ 
ture  to  live  in  the  bread:  cf  a  lapied  creature,  is  as 
great  a  miracle,  and  as  high  an  effedt  cf  fovereign 
power,  as  all  the  inflances  before  enumerated,  and 
more. 

Ninthly,  The  Sovereignty  of  God  proclaims  itfelf 
with  a  yet  more  aftonifhing  glory,  in  his  eternal  dif- 
pofure  of  men’s  everlafting  condition.  To  fhew,  or 
not  to  fhew  mercy  to  perlons  equally  dignified  (or 
rather  undignified)  in  themfelves  ;  to  make  of  the 
fame  lump  one  veflel  to  honor,  and  another  to  difhom 
or,  is  the  fubli-mefi;  acl,  and  molt  apparent  demon  fixa¬ 
tion  of  fovereign  power  concerning  men.  The  reafon 
of  which  (and  that  to  fatisfadlion )  might  have  been 
given,  and  would,  had  it  befitted  thegreatnefs  of  God, 
or  the  truft  and  reverence  we  owe  to  him  •:  but  for 
the  prefent  he  is  pleated  to  give  none  other  but  that 
of  his  right  ;  he  may  do  what  he  will  with  his  own, 
Rom.  ix.  18. 

Laftly,  Mod  tranfcendently  glorious,  and  for  ever 
and  adorable,  is  the  fovereignty  of  God,  in  his  or¬ 
daining 
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darning  the  man  Jefus,  “  who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  un. 
defiled  and  leparate  from  finners and  was  alto  unW 
ed  to  the  fecond  perton,  “  to  make  his  foul  an  offer¬ 
ing  tor  tin.  1  hat  the  Lord  of  glory  fhould  be  made 
fin,  and  a  curie  ;  that  was  fuch  a  tremendous  act  of 
divine  Sovereignty,  as  never  (hall  be  parallelled,  and 
ihould  therefore  for  ever  leal  up  our  lips  from  replying 
agamfi.  God,  about  his  difpoling  offinful  worms^ 
which  thing,  whenever  we  hear  or  think  upon,  we 
ihould  put  our  mouths  in  the  duff  :  " 

Before  I  come  to  the  inferences,  I  would  add  a  cau¬ 
tion  or  two,  to  prevent  thofe  finiftcr  deduffions  which 
our  deceitful  hearts  may  be  ready  to  draw  from  this 
iovereign  truth.  '  ~  '  ** 

Caution  I.  See  that  you  make  not  God  the  author 
of  fin,  by  charging  his  (acred  decree  with  mens  mis¬ 
carriages,  as  if  that  were  the  caufe  or  occafion  of  them  ; 
winch  we  are  fure  it  is  not,  nor  can  be  any  more 
i nan  the  fun  can  be  the  cauie  of  darknefs.  Be  it 
always  remembered  that  the  Lord’s  '  rejeding  ot 
men,  puts  nothing  of  evil  into  them,  nor  necef- 
fitates  the  will  ;  it  only  leaves  them  to  their  own 
s,  which  they  freely  choofe  r  yet  banking  them 
and  (topping  them  up,  as  he  did  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep,  left  they  deluge  the  world  with  fin. 

Caution  II.  Go  not  about  to  palliate,  nor  think  to 
extenuate  your  (in,  by  arguments  fetched  from  God’s 
oecree.  I  hat  tin  of  the  Jews,  in  crucifying  the 
Lord  of  glory,  wasm.no  wile  left'ened,  becaule  the 
counfel  of  God  had  determined  the  thing  tq  be  done. 
Lor  they  perpetrated  it  with  wicked  hands.  Nor  is 
mens  unbelief  ever  the  lefts  culpable,  from  God’s  eter¬ 
nal  difpofemcnt  ol  their  conditions  *  for  it  is  not  upon 
that  confidpration  that  they  (fumble  at  the  word,  or 
turn  the  deaf  ear  to  it,  or  ldift  it  3  but  from  their 
own  natural  blindneis,  and  enmity  again  ft if. 

And  fo  J  come  to  the  inferences  of  this  greatly  im¬ 
portant  doftrine  :  and,  v  ' 

From  the  fcriptur.es  fo  copioufly  holding  ft 

forth. 
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forth,  I  infer,  that  the  dodlrine  of  God’s  Sovereignty 
is  a  very  teaching  dcddrine,  and  fail  of  indrudhcn  ; 
and,  confequently,  that  it  is  both  a  duty,  and  much 
for  our  profit,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  it.  And 
great  confidence  1  have,  that  the  farther  you  go  in  an 
humble  fiducial  difquifition  and  contemplation  of  it, 
the  clearer  will  be  the  reafon  thereof,  and  the  more 
ufefulnefs  wall  dill  appear  to  be  in  it.  Let  reafon  but 
keep  its  own  place  (that  is,  let  it  go  by  the  rules  of 
right  and  reafon),  and  nothing  will  be  more  coofonant 
thereto,  than  that  £C  the  mod  High  Should  bear  rule 
over  all,  and  do  according  to  his  will  f  ’  and  that  men, 
who  are  atoms  of  clay  animated  by  his  breath,  fhould 
own  him-  for  their  foyereign  Lord,  and  accordingly 
iubmit  to  him  ;  yea,  though  fo  it  were  that  our  own 
perfonal  welfare  were  not  concerned  in  it,  it  will  be  of 
lingular  ufe  and  moment  to  us  in  the  whole  of  our 
lives.  Nothing  like  this  will  allay  thofe  carnal  reafon- 
ings,  which  are  fo  unreafonably  prone  to  put  in  their 
verdid  of  fpiritual  things  (which  yet  carnal  reafon  hath 
no  cognizance  of)  ;  and  will  indeed  be  filenced  by 
nothing  elfe  :  the  apodle,  therefore,  thinks  them  not 
worthy  a  further  reply,  whofe  captious  enquiries  the 
Sovereignty  of  God  will  not  fatisfy  :  “  Thou  wilt  fay 
then  unto  me,  why  doth  he  yet  find  fault  ?  for  who 
hath  refilled  his  will  ?  Nay,  but,  O  man,  who  art 
thou  that  replied  againdGod  ?  Shall  the  thing  form¬ 
ed  fay  unto  him  chat  .formed  it,  why  had  thou  made 
me  thus  ?„hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the* clay, 
of  the  fame  lump  to  make  one  veflel  unto  honor,  and 
another  unto  didionor  Rom.  ix.  19,  20,  21.  Q 
that  the  glory  of  this  high  attribute  might  hide  pride 
from  men  ! 

A  fecond  inference,  which  naturally  flows  from  this 
doctrine,  is  that  of  the  Pfalmift  :  cc  O  come,  let  us 
worfhip,  and  bow  down,  and  knee!  before  the  Lord 
our  maker,  Pfal.  xcv.  6.  Let  us  give  him  the  glory 
of  this  great  attribute,  by  a  real  and  practical  owning 
that  indifpendble  bond  of  obedience  which  it  lays  un~ 
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cn  every  creature  :  we  are  highly  obliged  by  it,  both 
m  point  of  fubjedion,  and  in  point  of  faith. 

Ftrft  In  point  of  fubjedion  j  to  his  laws,  ordinan¬ 
ces,  and  providences. 

1.  I  or  the  laws  of  God,  and  his  appointments 

II  ■■  F„aH  t0,at  4  .  1  car,”, or 

},  Tor  the  Loid  hath  need  of  them  ;  for  neither 

mn^r.n8  CT°^nefS-Pr0fit  him’  nor  our  wickedness 
impair  him,  Job  xxn.  2,  3.  chap,  xxxiv.  7.  «  He 

s  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  worthip  thou  him,  Pfalm 

backed  bnft  "S  1S  that,Ilrong  rea(on  by  which  he  hath 
Ld  both  commands  and  prohibitions:  I  am  the 

I. oid  thy  God,  Exod.  xx.  2.  Thou  ft  alt  do  thus  • 
and  thus  thou  (halt  not  do,  “  I  am  the  Lord  this 
ic  lets  in  the  front  of  all  j  and  with  this  he  clofeth 
the  1  ear,  and  guards  them  on  every  fide.  Mofes 
^nngs  it  in  as  a  convincing  reafon  why  we  fiiould  love 
God  with  our  whole  heart,  and  keep  his  command¬ 
ments,  namely,  becaufe  he  is  the  Lord,  and  he  only, 
Deut.  vi.  4.  No  one,  •  therefore,  may  pretend  to  a 
nght  of  giving  laws  to  men,  or  to  an  intereft  in  their 
love  and  obedience,  Eve  with  refped  to  God,  and  the 
authority  they  have  from  him.  And  though  he  fome- 
times  is  pleafed  (and  it  is  a  great  condefcenfion  in  the 
great  God),  by  arguments  taken  from  our  own  good 
to  draw  us  to  obedience  :  “  Do  it,  lor  it  is  for  your 
nfc,  Deut.  xxxii.  37,  yet  in  our  fpirits,  that  of  his 
iovereign  glory  (hould  have  the  preference,  To  call 
out  Ifhmael,  was  a  thing  grievous  to  Abraham  ;  but 
1/cing  commanded  of  God,  he  “  debates  it  not,  nor 
delays  to  do  it.”  Therefore  hold  on  your  wav,  though 
never  fo  great  obfeurity  be  upon  it  at  prefent  :  mind 
your  duty  in  the  midft  of  difeouragements ;  go  as  Pe¬ 
ter,  who,  though  he  had  laboured  all  night,  and  caught 

nothing,  yet  fays  :  “  Maffer,  at  thy  command  I  will 
let  down  the  net  again,”  Luke  v.  5. 

Be  fubjed  to  his  ordinances.  If  he  pleafe  to 
command  the  ufing  lucli  means  as  have  no  natural 
virtue  towards  fuch  an  effect,  as  in  Motes  flretchinn 

his 
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his  hand  over  the  fea,  and  fmiting  the  rock  with  his 
rod  ;  fo  water  in  baptifm,  and  bread  and  wine  in  the 
Lord’s  fupper  :  prefume  not  to  fay,  “  What  is  there 
in  theie  ?”  Godlinefs  is  a  mydery,  which  only  faith 
can  underdand  :  there  is  no  divine  inditution,  but 
hath  mea:  in  it  than  you  know  not  of,  which  if  right¬ 
ly  ufed,  will  fpeak  for  itfelf.  If  he  pleafe  to  make 
day  of  dud  and  fpirtle,  contemn  it  not  ;  but 
lubmit  to  his  will  and  way,  and  be  thankful  for  thy 
cure.  Samfon’s  hair  was  an  ordinance  to  him  ;  which 
when  he  flighted,  the  Spirit  of  God  left  him,  and  he 
became  as  other  men,  and  recovered  not,  until  it  was 
grown  again  :  “  Lo,  thou  fhalt  conceive  and  bear  a 
ion  ;  and  no  razor  fhall  come  on  his  head  :  for  the 
child  fhall  be  a  Nazarite  unto  God  from  the  womb  : 
and  he  fhall  begin  to  deliver  Ifrael  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  Philiftines,”  Judges  xiii.  5.  “  And  Delilah  made 
Samfon  flee p  upon  her  knees  :  and  fhe  called  for  a 
man,  and  fhe  caufed  him  to  (have  off  the  feven  locks 
of  his  head;  and  (lie  began  to  afflift  him,  and  his 
ftrength  went  from  him.  Howbeit  the  hair  of  his 
head  began  to  grow  again  after  he  was  (haven,* *  chap, 
xvi.  19,  22. 

3.  As  touching  the  providences  of  God  :  obferve 
them,  and  fubmit  to  them.  Look  not  on  them  as 
empty  things,  the  lead  may  yield  you  inftrudlion,  as 
alfo  the  mod  unlikely  :  Out  of  the  eater  comes 

forth  meat,  and  out  of  the  drong  fweetnefs,’>  Judges, 
xiv.  14*  though  the  things  be  a  riddle  to  an  heart 
uncircumcifed,  plough  with  his  heifer,  and  ye  fhall 
find  it.  Neither  look  on  them  as  things  impertinent  ; 
but  fay  rather,  “  Is  there  not  a  caule,”  though  I  fee 
it  not  ?  the  Lord  does  nothing  in  vain.  Neither  yet 
look  on  them  as  things  contingent  :  a  fparrow  falls 
not  without  his  will,  and  the  hairs  of  your  head  are 
all  numbered,”  Matt.  x.  29,  30.  David  was  dumb, 
and  opened  “  not  his  mouth  why  ?  <c  Becaufe  thou 
Lord  didd  it,”  Plal.  xxxix.  9.  and  Shimei’s  curfing 

he 
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he  bears  patiently  on  the  fame  account,  “  the  I  ord 
hath  bidden  him,”  2  Sam.  xvi.  10,  n. 

There  may  be  fuch  a  mixture  and  confufion  of 
things,  and  your  expe&ation  fo  delayed  and  fruftrat- 
ed,  that  your  froward  untamed  heart  may  be  ready  to 
vvrangle  it  out,  “  Why  falls  it  alike  to  all  ?  why  to 
the  juft  according  to  the  work  of  the  wicked  ;  and  to 
the  wicked  according  to  the  work  of  the  righteous  ?” 
Eccl.  viii.  14.  or,  “  why  one  event  to  them  both  ?” 
This  is  not  to  enquire  wifely  ;  you  fhould  rather  con¬ 
clude,  “  the  Lord  hath  need  of  them  /’  that  is,  he 
hath  occafion  to  ufe  luch  a  providence  to  fulfil  a  word, 
or  purpofe  ;  and  that  of  greater  importance  than  to 
iatisfy  your  private  concern,  or  prefent  expectation. 
If  you  would  caft,  fo  as  to  lie  by  your  mark,  this  at¬ 
tribute  of  Sovereignty  gives  you  the  beft  ground. 
Search  and  obferve  as  much  as  you  will,  fo  you  take 
faith  along  with  you,  without  which  you  can  do  noth¬ 
ing  warrantabiy.  Faith  is  a  fworn  officer  to  the  great 
King,  and  has  a  key  for  every  lock  that  is  fit  to  be 
opened  ;  it  forces  nothing  ;  but  where  it  cannot  en¬ 
ter,  it  flays  without,  and  waits  a  better  feafon.  Let 
faith  alfo  be  chief  fpeaker  in  all  your  debates  ;  and 
tnen  the  rcfult  will  be,  that  carnal  reafon  and  prefent 
tenle  (though  very  tenacious  and  ftubborn)  fhall  yield 
the  caule,  and  let  you  go. 

.  The  lum  of' all  is  this,  that  though  you  be  not  con- 
icious  to  yourfelf  of  any  particular  caufe  or  mifcarriage, 
befides  what  is  common  to  men  (which  was  the  cafe 
with  Job),  £C  Lay  your  hand  upon  your  mouth/’  as 
Job  did,  Jab  xl.  4.  “  The  mod  High  doth  accord¬ 

ing  to  his  will  this  even  the  proudeft  of 'kings  ac¬ 
knowledged,  Dan.  iii.  34,  3/5.)  when  his  under¬ 
funding  returned  to  him  /’  and  fo  will  you  :  and 
know,  that  if  your  fpirit  be  out  of  frame  in  your  pref¬ 
ent  condition,  it  would  not,  at  prefent,  be  better  in 
any  other.- 

Secondly ,  Our  faith  a!(o  is  highly  concerned  in  the 
fovereignty  of  God  :  for  it  both  obligeth  to  believe  u\ 
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him,  and  alfo  affords  matter  for  faith  to  work  upon. 
To  thefe  ends  the  Lord  holds  it  forth  to  Abraham  ; 
sc  I  am  the  Almighty  God  ;  walk  before  me,  and  be 
thou  perfect,”  Gen.  xvii.  1.  This  was  what  enabled 
him  to  believe  he  fhould  have  a  fon  ;  even  while  the 
deadnefs  of  his  own  body,  and  of  Sarah’s  womb, 
wrought  flrongly  againfl  it,  Rom.  iv.  19.  This  alfo 
was  what  made  him  fo  readily  affent  to  the  offering  up 
cf  his  fon,  when  he  had  him.  He  had  as  much  to  fay 
againfl  it,  as  could  well  be  fuppofed  :  for  the  promife 
was,  that  (C  in  Ifaac  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould 
be  bleffedp  Gen.  xxviii.  14.  which  promife,  and  this 
command,  Abraham’s  reafon  could  not  reconcile. 
The  contradiction  would  furely  have  run  him  down, 
had  not  his  faith  in  this  great  attribute  held  fafl,  and 
guided  the  rems ;  fuggefling  to  him,  that  he  who  gave 
Ifaac  a  being  from  a  withered  flock,  was  able  alfo  to 
raiie  him  from  the  dead,  Heb.  xi.  19.  Abraham 
therefore  disputes  it  not  ;  (lands  not  fo  much  as  to 
confider  of  it  ;  but  up  he  gets  early  to  do  it,  Gen. 
xxii.  3.  and  hence  he  obtained  that  honorable  title, 
to  be  called,  {f  the  friend  of  God  !”  James  ii.  23. 

Ye  have  feen  now  what  Abraham  did  ;  go  ye  and 
do  like  wife  take' hold  of  God’s  fovereignty  as  your 
own,  engaged  by  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  fo  to  be 
exerted  for  your  good.  Faith  gives  a  propriety  in 
any  attribute  it  looks  upon,  and  draws  out  the  virtues 
thereof  for  itfelf.  And  therefore,  whatever  difficulties 
are  in  your  way,  be  not  difheartened  by  them  ;  but 
call  in  this’fovereign  power,  by  faith  to  your  help. 
Remember  the  ready  lubjedlion  which  all  creatures 
do  pay  to  his  word  ;  by  which  alone  (without  crea¬ 
tures  fervice)  he  can  level  the  mountains,  and  make 
ciooked  things  draught  ;  reftrain,  alter,  invert,  and 
turn  upfide  down  the  very  courfe  of  nature:  fo  that 
which  is  death  in  itfelf,  (hall  be  life  to  you!  New 
cords  and  withs,  when  touched  by  his  word,  are  as 
flax  and  tow  when  touched  by  the  fire  ;  iron  lhall  be 
p  ft  raw,  and  brafs  as  rotten  wood,  Judges  xvi.  7. 

Job, 
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Job,  xli.  27  Therefore  lengthen  the  cords,  and 
ftrengthen  the  flakes  of  your  faith  :  you  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  greater  things,  or  better  than  God  can  do  for 
you.  Even  fin  lticlf,  which  is  the  great  (and  really 
the  only)  evil  ;  it  is  his  enemy  as  much  as  yours  • 
and  you  may  be  fare,  he  would  not  have  buffered  its 
eing.in  wor^’  ^  had  not  a  power  to  correft  and 
curb  it,  yea  and  to  deftroy  it  too,  at  his  pleafure  : 
take  hold  o,  his  fovereign  ftrength,  and  your  work  is 

But  here  alfo  a  caution  or  two  may  feafonably  be 
added,  ror  iuch  reafons  as  are  mixed  with  them. 

1.  If  d^.itn  in  the  pot  hath  once  been  healed,  and 
your  borrowed  ax- head  (funk  once,  paft  hones  of  re¬ 
covery)  brought  again  to  your  hand,  2  Kings,  vi.  6. 
fee  that  remiifnefs  grow  not  upon  it,  left  at  another 
turn  the  handle  drop  after  the  head.  Gather  not 
wild  gourds  a  fecond  time,  2  Kings  iv.  39,  &c.  left 
your  prophet  be  abfent,  or  meal  denied  you.  Pre- 
lume  not  to  dally  with  temptations  (as  Samfon  did), 
and  then  think  to  go  out  and  (hake  yourfelf  as  at  oth¬ 
er  times.  Judges  xvi.  20.  The  divine  power  is  too 

great  a  thing  to  be  trifled  with,  or  made  to  lerve  with 
the  follies  of  men. 

2.  Ne'er  look  on  this  great  attribute  of  fovereign- 
ty,  without  your  Mediator.  As  without  him,  it  can¬ 
not  but  be  matter  of  terror  and  amazement  to  fin- 
ners  ;  it  is  he  only  can  render  it  propitious  to  you. 
As  nothing  is  pleafing  to  God,  but  in  and  through 
Chrift  ;  lo  nothing  in  God  is  comfortable  to  men,  or 
for  their  eternal  good,  but  as  it  comes  to  them  through 
him  :  as  waters  out  of  die  fea  immediately  ate  not 
potable,  unlels  they  be  firft  decoded  by  the  fun,  or 
pafs  through  fome  vein  of  earth,  to  make  them  con¬ 
gruous  to  our  nature. 

I  fhall  here  mention  two  particulars  of  nearefl  con¬ 
cernment  to  us,  wherein  we  are  in  a  fpecial  manner  to 
have  refped.  unto  the  Sovereignty  of  God. 

x.  As 
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i.  As  touching  your  own  condition  (your  everlaft- 
ing  condition),  fubmit  to  mercy,  to  fovereign  mercy  ; 
that  is,  yield  yourfelf  to  God  without  capitulating,  or 
making  terms  with  him.  Thofe  Syrians  well  under¬ 
stood  the  meaning  of  this  ;  they  put  ropes  on  their 
heads,  and  themfelves  in  the  conqueror’s  hands,  upon 
an  uncertain  conjecture,  “  [peradventure  they  will 
lave  us  alive,”  ]  i  Kings  xx.  31.  So  do  ye,  although 
ye  have  but  a  [may  be]  “  we  fhall  be  hid,”  Zeph.  ii. 
3.  mind  your  duty,  and  leave  the  if  hue  to  God  ;  be¬ 
lieve  above  hope  and  againft  hope  :  follow  God  in 
the  dark,  as  your  father  Abraham  did,  not  knowing 
whither  he  wrould  lead  him  :  thus  to  do,  is  to  give 
glory  to  God.  Therefore,  “  fear  the  Lord,  and  obey 
the  voice  of  his  Servant  even  then,  “  when  ye  are 
in  darknefs,  and  have  no  light,”  lfa.  1.  10.  (namely, 
of  his  fpecial  favour  and  Jove  to  you  in  particular.) 
And  though  never  lo  great  difcouragcments  are  before 
you,  from  the  guilt  of  fins  committed,  the  power  of 
in-dwelling  corruptions,  and  your  prelent  averfenefs  to 
believing  ;  and  here  withal,  that  faith  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  ;  let  your  heart  anfwer,  is  it  my  duty  [my 
dl’tv]  to  believe  r  Nay,  then  ]  mu  ft.  Remember 
his  greatnefs,  his  abloiute  dominion,  the  uncontrola- 
blenefs  of  his  matters  ;  that  “  he  hath  concluded  all 
in  unbelief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon  all,” 
Rom.  xi.  32.  (that  is,  that  the  falvation  of  thofe  who 
fhall  be  faved  might  appear  to  be  or  mercy,  and  to  be 
lo  acknowledged)  v.  to  him  therefore  commit  your 
caufe,  and  commit  it  to  him  as  your  fovereign  Lord, 
and  lo  leave  it  with  him  ;  and  fee  that  you  take  it 
not  out  of  his  hand  again,  by  your  doubting  the  iffue 
of  it  :  and  know,  that  then  is  your  foul  neareft  to 
peace  and  Settlement,  when  brought  to  this  fubmif- 

ibn,  “  Be  in  fubjeCtion  unto  the  Father  of  Spirits, 
and  live,  1  Heb.  xii.  9. 

But  let  not  the  word  be  mifconftrued  :  I  do  not 
mean,  by  fubmiffion,  that  you  fhould  be  fatisfied  un- 
der  a  denial  of  mercy,  on  the  account  ol  God’s  abfo- 

lute 
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lute  dominion  :  I  cannot  think  that  a  neceffaiy  term 
or  qualification  in  your  treating  with  God  for  falva- 
ion  :  for,  i.  I  do  not  find  that  God  requires  fuch  i 
fubm.flion,  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  mercy  ,  nor 
that  he  hath  made  any  promite  to  give  tuch  a  lubmif- 
ion,  in  order  to  that. end  ;  nor  any  infiance  in  fcrip- 
ure  of  the  faints  having  or  endeavouring  fuch  a  frame 
ot  fpirit  in  that  bufinets  ;  nor  yet  that  men  are  any 
where  taxed  lor  not  attaining  to  it.  They  are  blam¬ 
ed,  indeed*  and  that  worthily,  for  not  fubmitting  to 
the  nghreouftefe  of  God  ;  (that  is,  for  not  renouncing 
their  own,  and  flying  to  that  ot  Chrift)  :  and  this 
b  ame-worth.nels  you  cannot  elcape,  if  finding  your- 
lelt  Jott  and  undone,  you  will  not  prefently  run  to 
Ghmt,  without  firft  finding  in  yourfelf  fomething  that 
may  feem  to  commend  you  to  him.  2.  Such  a  fub- 
miffion  feems  repugnant  to  God’s  revealed  will.  For, 
if  this  be  the  “  will  of  God,  even  our  fandification,” 
that  we  fliould  believe  on  his  Son,  and  love  him  with 
our  whole  heart  ;  then  it  cannot  be  his  will,  that  we 
fliould  be  willing  to  remain  in  an  unfandified  flate, 
in  unbelief  and  enmity  againfi  him  ;  which  are  the 
inoperable  conjunds  of  willingnefs  to  be  feparated 
trom  God.  3.  Bccaufe  the  promife  of  eafe  and  reft 
is  made  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  coming  to 
Chrifi  ;  not  to  a  contentedncfs  to  be  divided  from 
him  :  and  the  promife  of  fatisfadion  is  to  your  hun¬ 
gering  and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefs  ;  not  to  the 
reflation  of  your  defire,  without  the  thing  which  only 
can  fatisfy.  Hecaufe,  to  be  fatisfied  without  obtaining 
mercy,  is  to  be  fatisfied  with  ail  utter  incapacity  to 
glorify. the  grace  ot  God,  and  to  enjoy  communion 
with  him  ;  which  are  the  principal  end  and  duty  of 
men.  5.  It  is  crofs  to  the  genius  and  concreated 
principle  ot  the  reafbnable  creature,  which  is,  to  fc«k 
its  own  happinefs  :  in  any  thing  fhort  of  which  it 
ought  not  to  acquiefce.  6.  Such  a  fubmiffion  cannot 
be  requifite  in  preparatory  work  j  becaufe  that  would 
fuppole  the  highefb  pitch  of  grace  attained  (if  yet  it 
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be  a  grace  and  attainable),  before  you  believe  :  and 
conlequently,  that  it  is  not  a  grace  out  of  Chrift’s  ful- 
nefs  ;  for  ye  are  fuppofed  to  have  it  ’  before  ye  go  to 
him.  And  therefore,  when  I  fay,  ve  mull  fubmit, 
without  capitulating  or  making  terms ;  my  meaning 
is,  ye  are  not  to  treat  upon  terms  of  your  own  making, 
nor  propound  any  thing  to  God,  but  what  fovereign 
mercy  propounds  to  you,  as  the  way  and  means  of  ob¬ 
tain  :ng  your  great  end  :  and  great  reafon  ye  have  for 
this  fubmiffion  ;  for  herein  lies  your  intereft  ;  thofe 
being,  in  truth,  the  only  terms  by  which  a  loft  and 
finful  creature  can  be  rendered  falvable,  or  capable  of 
being  faved  :  as  will  further  appear  in  the  fequel  of 
this  difeourfe. 

I  think,  with  humble  fubmiffion,  that  if  any  point 
of  time  may  be  fuppofed  before  the  decree,  it  was 
then  that  abloiute  dominion  bore  fway  ;  but  ever 
fince  eledion  came  in,  it  is  grace  that  reigns  :  not 
that  Sovereignty  is  ceafed,  but  transferred  :  before  it 
was  in  power,  but  now*  in  grace  ;  in  grace,  as  touch¬ 
ing  the  eled,  and  in  jufticc,  refpeding  the  reft. 
Grace  is  the  attribute  God  delights  to  honor,  and  all 
the  other  are,  if  I  may  fo  (peak,  as  fubjeds  of  this  : 
even  Chfift  himlelf  was  made  a  fervant,  to  perform 
the  pleafure  of  his  grace  :  “  Behold  my  Servant,  whom 
I  uphold  ;  mine  eled,  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth  : 
I  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him  :  he  (hall  bring  forth 
judgment  to  the  Gentiles,”  ifa.  xlii.  i.  So  then,  that 
you  are  to  fubmit  unto,  is  the  good  pleafure  of  God’s 
will,  as  held  forth  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  undertak¬ 
ing  for,  and  perfectly  able  to  fave  you  ;  and  as  hav¬ 
ing  his  fovereign  power  engaged  to  make  it  good. 
Which  feems  the  fcope  of  that  paflage  in  Mofes’s 
prayer  for  the  people,  when  they  had  highly  provoked 
God  :  <c  Let  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great,  accord' 
ing  as  thou  haft  fpoken,”  &c.  Numb.xiv.  17,  1 8,  19. 
It  was  to  pardon,  and  ft  1 11  to  own  them  for  his  peo¬ 
ple.  And  to  this  agree  all  thole  feriptures  which 
hold  forth  the  power  of  God  as  the  ground  of  faith  ; 
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as  that  by  which  he  is  able  to  pardon  fin,  to  fubdua 
iniquity,  and  to  hold  your  fouls  in  life.  You  are  there¬ 
fore  directed,  if  you  will  have  peace  with  God  “  to 
take  hold  of  his  ftrength,”  Ifa.  xxvii.  5,  which  can¬ 
not  be  meant  of  a  contentednefs  in  having  that  ftrength 
put  foith  to  deftroy,  but  as  being  perfectly  able  and 
engaged  by  his  covenant  to  fave  you.  As  to  the  time 
when  the  Lord  will  manifeft  his  love  to  you  ;  as  alfo 
^  ie  tnannei  and  meafure  of  difpenfing  it  the  good 
pleafure  of  his  will  is  exprcffly  and  with  all  quietnefs 
of  fpirit  to  be  fubmitted  unto  :  but  as  to  the  thing  it- 
lelt,  you  ought  not  to  be  faid  nay  :  but  do  as  he  did, 
who  had  power  with  God,  and  prevailed.  “  He  wept 
and  made  fupplication,”  Hof.  xii.  4.  but  ftill  relolv- 

ed.  “  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  blefs  me, 
Gen.  xxxii.  26. 

2.  As  for  the  other  neareft  concernment,  touching 
your  children,  deal  in  like  manner  for  them,  by  fub- 
mitting  to  the  fame  mercy.  It  is  true,  that  next  to 
youi  own  perlonal  falvation,  there  cannot  be  a  greater 
evidence  or  God  s  love  to  you,  than  to  choofe  your 
children  after  you  ;  nor  any  thing  more  defirable  to 
you  :  therefore  "  command  them,  and  inftrubt  them 
to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,”  Gen.  xviii.  10.  that 
ne  may  bring  on  them  the  bleffing  you  moff  defire 
for  them  :  but  be  not  over  folicitous  and  Caft  down, 
becau'e  you  fee  not  yet  the  marks  of  eledlion  upon 
them,  i  he  Lord  doth  not  indeed  bind  himf'elf  to 
take  all  a  believer’s  children,  nor  doth  he  limit  him- 
fdt  from  taking  any  others.  There  is  nothing  de¬ 
clared  touching  his  purpofe  to  take  all  the  one,  left 
they  fhould  thence  take  occafion  to  remits  in  their  du¬ 
ty  (which,  till  converfion,  is  very  natural  to  us  ) ;  nor 
doth  he  exclude  the  children  of  others  :  for  that  might 
dilcourage  2nd  weaken  their  hands  to  that  which  is 
good.  In  this  various  difpenfing  of  his  everlafling 
love,  he  is  pleafed  (o  to  referve  his  liberty  and  fover- 
eign  prerogative,  that  he  greatly  manifelts  his  love  to 
believers,  in  fo  frequent  chocfing  of  their  feed  ;  and 
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the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  in  not  rejefling  wholly  the 
feed  of  others. 

Infer.  3.  How  happy  and  fovereignly  blefled  are 
thofe  who  have  an  intereff  in  this  great  and  fovereign 
Lord  !  Be  the  earth  ever  fo  unquiet,  and  the  tumult 
of  it  ever  fo  boifterous  and  Unruly,  the  Lord  is  above 
them.  He  fits  on  the  waters,  as  a  prince  in  his  char¬ 
iot,  guiding  all  as  he  will  :  he  is  that  great  Didator, 
whole  word  is  the  law  indeed  :  if  he  but  fa)'.  Come, 
Go,  Do  this,  there  needs  no  more.  Who  would  not 
be  the  fubjeft  of  fuch  a  Prince  ?  arid  much  more  his 
favourite  ?  and  yet,  this  high  privilege  every  foul  is 
blefled  with,  that  has  in  truth  taken  hold  of  his  cov¬ 
enant  :  for  that  takes  in  all  between  the  two  eterni¬ 
ties,  and  eternity  itfelf  withal  ;  and  the  fpirit  or 
ftrength  of  the  whole  lies  in  thofe  few  (but  Very  com¬ 
pendious)  words,  “  I  will  be  your  God.”  When  the 
Lord  would  comfort  his  people  to  purpofe,  and  put 
on  their  eagles  wings,  what  a  glorious  narrative  doth 
he  make  of  his  fovereign  power  and  fovereign  great- 
nefs,  in  Ifa.  xl.  from  verfe  12,  to  verfe  26  !  And  then 
tells  them,  that  all  this  is  theirs,  verfe  27.  And  if 
God  be  yours,  all  things  are  yours..  Who,  and  where 
is  he  that  can  fupplant  you  of  his  blefUng  ?  you  may 
rejoice  in  his  highnefs,  the  thoughts  whereof  are  mat¬ 
ter  of  terror  to  other  men.  After  the  rchearfal  of  all 
the  happinefs  and  glory  that  men  or  angels  are  capable 
of,  it  lhall  all  be  comprifed  in  this,  as  the  original 
thereof,  and  funi  of  the  whole,  “  Happy  ate  dicy 
whofe  God  is  the  Lord,”  Pfal.  cxliv.  15. 

Infer.  4.  We  may  fee  here,  the  reafon  why  God 
doth  fometimes  defer  to  anfwer  the  doubts  and  que¬ 
ries  we  flick  at,  and  mofl  defire  to  be  refolved  about  : 
it  is  not  only  to  fhew  his  Sovereignty,  but  to  brin^ 
out  hearts  to  a  practical  acknowledgment  of  it.  Mo*- 
fes  was  very  unwilling  to  go  on  this  meflage  to  Pha¬ 
raoh  :  many  pretences  he  had  to  put  it  by  :  when-as 
the  danger  he  might  be  in  for  killing  the  Egyptian 
was  the  bottom  objection,  though  he  fpeaks  it  not 
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out.  Indeed,  the  men  who  fought  his  life  were 
now  dead,  which  if  he  had  known  before,  all 
thofe  excufes  had  probably  been  fpared  :  but  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  conceal  it  from  him,  until  he  had 
brought  him  to  a  full  compliance  with  his  will,  and 
then  reveals  it  to  him  un  tfked,  Exod.  iii,  1 1.  and  iv. 
10,  13,  19.  So,  Jikewite,  he  would  not"  take  off  his 
hand  from  Job,  until  he  had  well  learned  him  this 
leffon,  Job  xlii.  2,  &c.  Say  not  therefore  (becaufe 
} ou  have  not  returns  fo  foon  aj;  you  would),  <c  the 
Lord  hath  forlaken  me  ;  my  Lord  hath  forgotten 
im,  I  fa.  xhx.  14.  but  follow  that  great  refolution 
recorded  of  old,  tc  I  will  wait  upon  the  Lord,  who 
hideth  his  face  f at  prelent)  from  the  houfe  of  Jacob, 
and  I  will  look  for  him,”  Ifa.  viii.  17. 

Infer.  5.  Let  no  man,  then,  who  will  fay,  “  the 
Lord  he  is  God,”  prefume  to  intrench  on  his  facred 
royalty,  by  feeking  a  reafon  of  his  decrees,  beyond  or 
befides  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will.  Even  fovereigns 
of  duff  will  not  admit  it  in  fubjects,  though  of  the 
lame  mould  with  themielves.  It  is  an  imperial  lecret, 
“  the  chief  of  the  ways  of  God  f  ’  it  belongs  to  him- 
felf  alone  to  know  it  ;  and  the  knowledge  thereof 
would  not  profit  us  now.  Befides,  there  is  enough 
revealed,  of  great  importance  to  us  at  prefent,  on  which 
to  employ  the  utmoft  of  our  time  and  ftrength.  By 
over-grafping,  we  may  fprain  our  hands,  apd  unfit 
them  for  fervice,  otherwife  within  their  compafs,  but 
we  gain  nothing.  Therefore  g0  not. about  to  fathom 
t fo s  great  deep.  Who,  but  one  of  (hallow  under* 
(landing,  would  think  to  meafure  the  fea  by  handfuls  ? 
or  to  give  a  demonftrative  reafon  of  its  various  and 
convertable  courlcs  !  Remember  that  you  magnify 
his  word,  Job,  xxxvi.  24.  But  leffon  it  not,  by  pre¬ 
tending  to  comprehend  it,  Ecclef.  viii.  17.  “  Sanc¬ 

tify  the  Lord  in  your  hearts,  and  fear  before  him,” 
Ifa.  viii.  13. 

Infer .  6.  This  gives  a  reafon,  why  men  of  the  larg- 
eft  capacity,  for  learning  and  natural  under  (landing* 
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are  fo  mightily  puzzled  and  labyrinthed  in  fpiritua 
mattcis  particularly  the  dodrine  of  eledion  :  win 
they  do  oftrongly  oppofe  it,  and  are  fo  hardly  recon 
cued  with  it.  They  are  not  (in  truth)  fubdued  tc 
the  dpcbme  of  God  s  fovereignty  :  and  therefore 
while  in  difcuffing  thofe  points  of  faith,  they  judge  a< 
their  natural  optics  reprefent  them,  they  loie  both 
themfelves  and  the  truth  ;  which  yet  (in  tome  decree) 
is  made  known  unto  babes,”  (men  of  low  ftatuie  to 
them)  whole  fpirits  the  Lord  hath  fubdued  to  reft 
contented  with  what  their  father  is  plea  fed  to  tdl 

reafoV  off'  rf  nameiy>  tlie  manner  and 

ealon  of  God  s  difpofements  and  difpenfations),  they 

live  by  faith  in  his  righteoufnefs  ;  waiting  for  the  day 

tnat  fha  l  reveal  all  things  ;  when  the  tabernacle  of 

God,  which  yet  is  in  heaven,  (hall  be  let  down  anion, 

men,  or  they  taken  up  into  it,  and  thefe  hidden  th Tot 

of  fovereign  t  y  foall  be  more  openly  known  among  t  hem 

L«Aj,  This  doctrine  of  God’s  abfoiute  dominion 

c  ears  away  all  that  nude-ground  and  rubbifli,  which 

he  principles  of  free-will  grace  do  found  their  elecTon 

upon  j  and  fhews  us  the  only  true  and  proper  fouu- 

dation  of  fcnpture-election  ;  with  chofe  otlur  imPor- 

■it  :  "havelhe^1 td  ^  of 

G-O.  are  t'Ef 

fea  :  as  through  his  bleffino-  <ln  \  1  m  t 

terwards.  And  lol  SZfoot 

preface,  with  that  holy  rapture  of  the  Plalnnfl  •  ..  Be 
thou  exalted,  Lord,  in  thine  own  (Length  fo  will 
fing  and  praife  thy  power,”  Pfal.  XXa.  «  The 
Loici I  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  heavens  mH  h 
kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  Blefs  the  Lord  ve  J  d  h 
geh  .hat  excel  in  ftrengfh  f  BW 

notto  ;  ye  mimfters  of  his  th-u  An  i,;*  1  >JI  yums 
thf-T  nr  l  oil  u-  I  •  .  c'°  llls  pleafure  Bids 
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I^[  A  V I N  G  founded  this  Difcourfe  on  the 
Sovereignty  of  God,  as  the  beft  and  mod  natural 
ground  of  fatisfadtion  (or  captivation)  to  reafon, 
touching  Election  :  now,  as  a  means  to  qualify  our 
fpirits,  and  reconcile  them  with  the^dodlrine  of  Sov¬ 
ereignty,  it  feemeth  expedient  to  annex  that  of  his 
Righteoufnefs  :  and,  I  think,  there  is  not  a  more 
rational  propofition,  or  more  obliging  to  fubmiffion, 
than 

“  That  there  is  no  unrighteoufnefs  with  God.” 

This  is  the  natural  adjunft  of  divine  Sovereignty, 
which,  as  we  are  indefpenfibly  bound  to  believe,  fo 
to  be  well  grounded  in  the  faith  of  it,  will  be  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  great  ufefulnefs  to  us  in  every  condition  ;  ef- 
pecially  under  thofe  darker  adminiftrations,  of  which 
we  do  not  fee  at  prefent  the  caufe,  reafon,  or  tenden¬ 
cy  ;  when  matters  of  great  importance  feem  to  be 
confufed  or  negledted  ;  when  all  things  in  view  fall 
out  alike  to  all  ;  and  you  cannot  know  either  good, 
or  evil,  by  all  that  is  before  you.  I  (hall  therefore 
collect  fome  of  thole  confiderations,  from  which  vou 
may  find  fome  light  and  influence  in  a  dark  and 
cloudy  day  ;  and  by  which  (as  a  means),  I  myfelt 
was  drawn  in  and  guided  to  this  determination,  before. 
I  had  fearched  the  fcriptureS  expreflly  concerning  this 
fubjeft  :  and  they  may  lerve,  botlt  as  arguments  to 

demonftratc 


r 


H  >  •'  ' 

“  II ! 

■F  I 


A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 


demonftrate  the  propofition,  and  as  antidotes  againft 
thole  poilonous  contradictions,  which  carnal  reafbn 
and  unbelief  will  be  too  often  forging  and  flinging  in 

Argument  I.  Is  founded  on  that  infinite  bleffednels, 
which  the  mod  high  God  was  poflefled  of  in  himfelf* 
beloie  the  world,  or  any  creature  was  made.  He  did 
not  make  them  for  any  need  he  had  of  them,  but  for 
Ins  pleasure,  Rev.  iv.  i  j.  and  if  he  needed  them  not, 
tnere  could  be  no  need,  or  reafon  why  he  fhould  make 
them  fuch,  01  to  fuch  an  end  as  not  to  be  wifely  over- 
laied,  and  their  end  attained,  without  doing  wrong  to 
any.  The  motives  by  which  men  are  fwayed  to 
wrong-doing,  are  chiefly  two,  t.  To  obtain  fomethine 
tnc^  ha\  e  nou  Ahab  flew  Naboth  for  his  vineyard, 
i  Kings  xxi.  and  Athaliah  all  the  feed  royal,  to  get 
the  throne,  2  Kings,  11.  Or,  2.  To  fecure  what 
they  have.  Pharaoh  opprefled  the  people,  left  grow¬ 
ing  mighty  they  fhould  fhake'*  off  his  yoke,  and  get 
them  out  of  his  fervice,  Exod.  1,  10.  jeroboam  fet 
up  his  calves  to  keep  the  people  at  homeland  firm  to 
^ * rm Keif,  1  Kings,  xii.  27,  28.  a,nd  the  Jews,  they  put 
Chrilt  to  death,  left  the  Romans  fhould  come  and 
take  away  their  place  and  nation,  John,  xi.  48.  Thefe 
two  have  (flared  the  parentage  of  all  the  oppreffion 
and  wrong  doing  that  have  been  in  the  world  :  neith¬ 
er  ol  which  is  compatible  with  our  great  and.  bieffed 
God  :  for  all  things  are  his  already  ;  he  pofleffeth  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  hofts  of  them,  witli 
an  abfolute  power  and  right  to  clifpofe  of.  them.  And 
as  for  feeuring  what  he  hath,  or  wliom  fhould  he  be 
afraid  ?  for,  1.  “There  no  God  befides  him 
the  Lord  himfflf,  who  needs  mufl  know  it,  if  there 
were  another,  profefleth  folemnly,  that  “  he  knows 
not  any,”  Pa,  xliv.  6,  8.  And,  2.  As  for  creatures, 
they  are  more  abfolutcly  under  hks  JubjeCtion,  than 
the  / mailed  drift  under  our  feet  is  to  us.  “  The  na¬ 
tions  are  to  him  lefs  than  nothing  and  vanity,”  lfa. 
xl.  17*  He  needs  not  fo  much  as  touch  them,  to 
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bring  them  down  :  it  is  but  “  gathering  to  himfeif 
his  fpirit  and  his  breath,  and  they  perith  together,’’ 
Job,  xxxiv.  14,  i£.  If  the  Lord  but  withhold  his 
mraftaining  influence,  they  fall  of  themi'elves  ;  but  he 
•"'remains  the  lame  to  all  generations. 

Arg.  II.  Another  argument  is  founded  on  the  in¬ 
finite  perfection  of  his  nature.  This  thofc  feraphic 
heralds  proclaim  under  the  notion  of  holy,  holy,  holy, 
Ifa.  vi.  2.  Its  reduplication  imports  the  highefl  per¬ 
fection.  And  Moles  (who  of  all  mortals,  had  neareft 
accefs  to  God)  puts  it  in  the  front  of  his  triumphal 
titles,  Exod.  xv.  1 1.  “  Glorious  in  holinefs  1”  It  is 

that  whereby  all  the  divine  excellencies  are  fummarily 
exprefled.  The  righteous  Lord  will  do  no  iniquity  : 
he  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  look  upon  it".  It  is  an  high 
demonftration  of  his  excellency,  that  he  cannot  deny 
himlelf  :  that  is,  he  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  in  the 
lead  degree  contrary  to  his  holy  nature  ;  nothing  that 
needs  to  be  retracted,  or  to  alter  his  mind  about  it.  His 
will  is  the  rule  of  righteoufnels,  and  righteoufnefs  is  the 
rule  of  his  will.  The  faints  of  old  were  pcrfedly  of  this 
mind  :  “  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
right  ?”  Gen.  xviii.  25.  And  the  apoftle  puts  it  as  a 
queftion  not  to  be  anlwered,  that  if  God  were  un¬ 
righteous,  “  How  then  fhall  he  judge  the  world 

•Y'V  •  •  •  f  J  O  ^  *  1  '•*  * 

Korn.  iii.  6. 

Arg.  III.  It  is  alfo  apparent,  from  the  confhnt  rule 
and  meafure  of  God’s  difpepfements,  which  are  not 
done  fortuitoufly,  nor  ralbly,  but  with  deliberation 
and  exactnefs.  “  He  lays  judgment  to  the  rule,  and 
righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet,”  Ifa.  xxviii.  7.  He 
will  not  punifh  without  a  caufe,  nor  more  than  is  de- 
ferved^  Touching  the  fins  of  Sodom,  “  I  will  o-o 
down,  lays  God,  “  and  fee  whether  they  have  done 
[altogether]  according  to  the  cry  of  it,”  Gen.  xviii. 

2 1  •  “t  renders  to  every  one  according  to  their 
deeds,”  Rom.  ii.  6.  “  and  gives  them  [a  "juft]  rec- 
ompence  of  reward,”  Heb.  fi.:  2.  «  He  will  not  caft 

away  the  perfect  man,  nor  help  the  wicked,”  job  viii. 
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20.  Ehphaz  puts  the  queftion  with  great  confidence 
(as  well  he  might),  “  Who  ever  perifhed  being  inno¬ 
cent  ?”  Job,  iv.  7.  His  righteoufnefs  is  fuch,  that  it 
even  holds  his  hands  until  the  innocent  be  out  ofd^W 
gen  The  angels  were  ftraightly  commanded,  not  toS 
begin  the  execution  of  God’s  wrath  on  the  wicked 
world,  until  his  fervants  were  marked  out,”  Rev0 
vii.  3.  and  when  the  Lord  came  to  deftroy  Sodom, 
lie  haftens  righteous  Lot  to  Zoar,  with  this  only  ar¬ 
gument,  “  I  cannot  do  any  thing  until  thou  be  come 
thither,”  Gen.  xix.  22.  " 

•  E  ^  further  evidenced,  by  the  laws  he 
hath  given  unto  men  ;  the  fum  of  which  is,  to  do 
righteoufly  ;  and  the  end  of  them,  the  good  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  creature.  After  a  thoufand  years  experi¬ 
ence  of  thefe,  compared  with  the  iffue  of  men’s  in¬ 
ventions,  they  arc  acknowledged  to  be  “  right  judg¬ 
ments,  good  ftatutes,  and  laws  of  truth,”  Neh.  ix.  3. 
What  an  admirable  catalogue  have  we  in  Romans  xii. 
12.  and  Galatians  v.  22.  ! 

1.  Of  fuch  as  concern  our  duty  towards  himfelf 
immediately,  this  is  the  lum  :  “  Thou  fhalt  worfhip 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  fhalt  thou  ferve,’* 
Matt.  iv.  10.  There  is  nothing  more  equal  and  juft 
than  to  worfhip  and  ferve  him,  whofe  we  are  :  to  love 
and  to  live  to  him,  from  whom  we  have  our  life 
and  breatlr ;  efpecially  confidering  that  a  his  com¬ 
mandments  are  our  life,”  Deut,  xvi.  18,  19. 

2.  Such  as  refer  more  immediately  to  ourfelves,  as 
temperance,  ebaftity,  moderation,  fobriety,  &c.  Thefe, 
as  is  evident  to  all,  do  greatly  conduce  to  our  outward 
welfare,  both  in  point  of  health,  eftate,  profperity,  &c„ 
And  what  evil  confequents  do  attend  the  contraries 
of  thofe  virtues,  might  be  every  day's  obfervation  ; 
more  efpecially  luch  as  relate  to  ourtpiritual  ftateancj 
welfare  :  of  which  more  particularly  under  fjie  next 
argument. 

3.  Such  c&nmands  alfo  as  refpefl  our  duty  towards 
men  5  as  to  do  mftly  ;  to  fhew  mercy  ;  to  “  follow 

peace 
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peace  with  all  men,”  every  one  to  mind  his  own  b" fi¬ 
ne  Is,  and  not  intermeddle  with  others  :  fo,  to  be  run- 
jeft  to  the  powers  that  be  and  to  cc  pray  for  thofe 
in  authority”  (the  neglect  of  which  duty  may  be  a 
caufe  of  our  difquietment  from  them,  at  leaft  it  may 
prove  an  eclipfe  of  our  joy  fulness  in  offering  under 

them,  &c.)  ;  the  fum  of  this  kind  of  duties  we  have 
in  that  (landing  uncontrolab/e  rule,  of  “  doing  to  oth¬ 
ers  as  we  would  they  fhouid  do  unto  us.”  On  roe 
contrary,  there  is  nothing  forbidden  but  what  mvO. 
to  our  hurt ;  as  if  it  were  needful,  might  be  demon 
ftrated  by  inflances  innumerable. 

4.  Tothisalfo  might  be  added,  the  ft 
tions  that  God  hath  laid  upon  the  tuborriinate  c 
ers  of  his  law  ;  as,  namely,  u  to  judge  the  peopAe 
with  juft  judgment  ;  not  to  wreft  judgment,  no;  is- 
fpedl  perfons,”  Deut.  xvi.  18,  19.  ‘f  yea,  he  curleth 
them  that  pervert  judgment,”  chap,  xxvii.  19.  “and 
will  furely  reprove  them  that  accept  perfons,”  Job, 
xiii.  10.  & c.  And  “  fhall  mortal  man  be  more  juft 
than  God  ?”  chap.  iv..  1  7.  Will  he,  under  fuch  pen¬ 
alties,  command  men  to  do  thus,  a$d  not  much  more 
do  fo  himfelf  ? 

Arg.  5.  Another  beam  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
fhines  forth  in  his  putting  the  matter  of  our  duty  into 
fuch  a  way  and  method,  as  renders  it  more  facile,  and 
moftly  conduceth  to  our  chief  end. 

As,  1.  “  To  remember  our  Creator  in  the  days  of 
our  youth,”  Eccl.  xii.  12.  For  the  work  of  conver- 
fion,  and  turning  to  God,  mult  needs  be  much  eafier 

then,  than  when  habituated  in  an  evil  courie  :  for  long 
impenitency  (befides  the  provocation  it  is  to  God) 
eftranges  the  mind  more  from  him  ;  makes  the  fpirit 
more  inflexible,  and  harder  to  be  wrought  upon  ;  it 
multiplies  our  work,  and  fubtra&s  our  llrength  :  for 
one  accuftomed  in  evil  to  learn  to  do  well,  and  for  a 
blackmoor  to  change  his  fkin,  are  things  of  a  like  pof- 
fibility  :  it  is  a  very  rare  and  difficult  thing  for  “  a 
man  to  be  born  again  when  he  is  old,” 

2.  To 
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of  L.Ind’towoifwtaKw' lShilUh'  “  T0'10"1 

W  tendency  towards  ,t  A  J  o  de  Xto”'  Z 

t3Je  heed  to  our  fpirit,”  Mai.  ii  x ,  ,«  ^ l’ 

the  heap,  with  aJ,  To  keep 

a  ha  in  from  all  appearances  of  evil,”  ,  Theff.  v  22 
ver.  *  e“thAndatoent/POtted  by  the  fldh>” 

o  Klkf?  '■  For  tlKF°MW  practice 

"  command  t!  T "'C  '°  0,hm-  “d  "F™1'"'  <» 

,*<».  I?  r  t 

keeniUow  b,  r0rURl8,„iS  thC  ^  W^’  not’ only  to 
n(F  1  r  b  t0  k,JI  ]t  i  as  ‘he  continual  pluckm? 
off  buds  from  a  tree  or  plant,  deftroys  the  root  8 

dubious  to  K  a,nr,  ,hl"?>  t;:c  la;v f llI ne  1  s  whereof  is 
thil  .  ’  wh,ch’  as  ,c  IS  a  hn  in  itfelf  (as  everv 

tend!  tojfe  "  ”0t  °(  Rom.  xiv.  !j.  fo  b 

tends  to  oblcure  to  us  the  true  fi  du  of  other  thino* 

and  emboldens  to  further  attempts  Yer  farther’ 

exldiet"' t°cy  «  £S 

expediency,  1  Cor.  vi.  12.  the  not  heeding  of  which  ’ 
proves  often  an  occalion  of  fin  to  others,  Shereof  we 
cann  ;t  be  guiltlefs.  So,  hkewife,  to  cherifh  all  mo- 
10ns  to  good  ;  not  to  quench  the  Spirit,  1  Theff.  -. 
19.  and  to  hearken,  or  Jiften  diligently  what  the 
Lord  God  will  /peak,  Exod.  xv.  2 6.  who  oft-times 
delivers  -his  mind  with  “  a  frill  and  fmall  voice  ”  r 
Kings,  xix.  12.  which  doubly  obligeth  our  attention. 

4.  in  his  preffing,  with  fo  much  weight  and  neceffi- 
tv  thole  great  duties  of  fait h,  love,  patience,  felf-de- 
nio,  &  c.  ( 1.)  Faith,  which  coniifts  in  fubmitting  to 
the  right  eoujnefs  of -God,”  taking  hold  of  his 
rength,  and  following  the  conduct  of  his  wifdom  : 
mid,  in  order  thereto,  (hewing  us  our  own  finfulnefs, 
weaknels,  and  folly,  with  the  .  vanity  of  all  created 
bottoms,  wlncn  have  always  failed  at  the  greateft  need  • 
and  lo  drawing  our  hearts  to  lean  on  himfelf  only,  in 
vv'nom  alone  we  have  righteoufnefs  and  ftren^th,  Ifr 

xl  v. 
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xlv.  24.  (2.)  Love  :  this  is  a  powerful,  active,  can¬ 

did,  and  obliging  principle  :  it  bears  all  things  ;  thinks 
no  evil  ;  takes  all  in  good  part,’’  1  Cor.  xiii.  5.  makes 
that  both  portable  and  pleafant,  which  without  love 
would  be  both  harfh  and  burdenfome.  (3.)  Pati¬ 
ence,  and  meeknefs  of  /pint ;  thefe  mitigate  the  dolor 
of  any  fuffering,  and  often  prevent  or  allay  the  ftorm 
that  is  riling.  “  A  foft  anlwer  turneth  away  wrath,” 
Prov.  xv.  1.  Judges  viii.  3.  It  alfo  breeds  experi¬ 
ence  ;  1.  That  any  afflictions  may  be  born,  through 
him  that  {Lengthens  us,  2  Cor.  xii.  9*.  2.  That  af¬ 
flictions  are  all  for  our  profit,  Heb.  xii.  10.  3.  That 

we  could  not  well  have  been  without  them,  1  Pet.  i. 
6,  7.  4.  It  alfo  gives  to  underhand  the  Lord’s  mean¬ 
ing  in  them,  which  the  noife  of  tumultuating  paflions 
would  drown  in  us.  And,  as  a  means  to  work  this 
patience,  the  Lord  fets  before  us,  1.  That  there  is  a 
caufe  of  every  chaftening  ;  and  that  caufe  is  from  our- 
lelves ;  and  therefore  no  caufe  to  complain.  2.  That 
lie  affliCts  not  willingly  ;  but  only  when  there  is  need, 
and  no  more  than  needs  muft.  3.  That  he  hath  ma¬ 
ny  gracious  ends  in  afflicting  :  as,  (1.)  To  humble 
for  fin  committed  ;  as  in  Jofeph’s*  rough  dealing  with 
his  brethren,  Gen.  xlii.  21.  (2.)  To  purge  out 

drofs  ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Manafleh,  2.  Chron.  xxxiii. 
11,  13.  and  the  whole  church,  Ifa,  xxvii.  9.  (3.)  To 

prevent  fins  we  (hould  otherwife  fall  into  :  thus  he 
kept  Paul  from  being  exalted  above  meafure,  2  Cor. 
xii.  7.  (4.)  To  wean  us  from  the  world  ;  this  he 

expeCted  from  Baruch,  Jcr.  xlv.  4.  5.  and  this  efleCt 
it  had  upon  Afaph,  Pfal.  lxxiii.  35.  (  5.)  To  exer- 

cile  our  graces  ;  as  Abraham’s  great  faith,  by  his  va¬ 
rious  temptations  ;  and  Paul  was  much  under  infirm¬ 
ities,  that  he  might  “  magnify  the  power  of  Chrift,” 
2  Cor.  xii.  9.  (6.)  By  leffer  temptations,  and  deliv¬ 

erances  from  them,  we  are  fitted  for  greater^  and  our 
faith  {Lengthened,  both  to  bear  and  to  get  through 
them  ;  which  greater  had  they  come  afore,  might 
have  overturned  us.  4.  Self-denial  ;  this  is  a  duty 

of 
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of  neared  concernment  to  us,  fince  we  have  no  fuch 
enemies  as  felf-love,  and  flefhly  lufts  to  war  againft 
our  fouls.  Thele  things  confidered,  will  fhew  that 
.David  s  eonclufion  is  right  and  genuine  ;  Good  and 
upright  is  the  Lord,  therefore  will  he  teach  ftnners 
in  the  way,  Pfal.  xxv.  8.  Even  reafon  itfelf  might 
.  us  (t0  *urc  lan£tified  reafon  and  experience 
will),  that  thus  to  command  and  diredt,  is  to  lead  in 
the  right  way  ;  and  it  highly  commends  to  us  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God. 

VI.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  farther  made 
out,  by  his  affixing  rewards  and  punifhments,  to  good 
and  evil  works  refpedively,  according  to  what  is  the 
proper  refult  and  natural  produd  of  them  :  “  What- 
foever  a  man  fows,  that  fhall  he  reap,”  Gal.  vi.  7. 
cc  Every  feed  fhall  have  its  own  body,”  1  Cor.  xv.  38. 
“  He  will  give  to  every  one  according  to  his  ways, 
and  the  fruit  of  his  doings,”  Ifa.  iii.  10,  1 1.  Jer.  xxxii. 
39.  Holinefs  hath  in  it  a  natural  tendency  'to  life 
and  peace  :  it  is  a  tree  of  life,  Prov.  iii.  18.  Grace 
and  glory  grow  from  the  fame  root  :  falvation  is  the 
end  of  faith  ;  the  flower  that  grows  upon  it,  1  Pet.  i. 
9.  <c  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and  the  ef- 
fed  thereof  quietnefs  and  aflurance  for  ever,”  I  fa. 
xxxii.  17.  It  is  fomerimes  called,  “  the  way  of  life,” 
Prov.  xii.  28.  Sometimes  “  the  fountain  and  well- 
fpring  of  life,”  Prov.  xiv.  27.  And  it  tendeth  to 
life,  Prov.  xix.  23.  f  or  if  the  root  be  holy,  the 
branch  cannot  be  otherwife,  Rom.  xi.  16. 

It  is  fo  likewife  with  fin  :  death  follows  fin,  not  on¬ 
ly  as  a  punifhment  for  delinquency,  but  as  its  natural 
oft -fpring,  Prov.  xxiii.  29.  Original  corruption  is  the 
root  ;  fm  the  ftalk  that  grows  next  upon  it  ;  and 
death  the  finifhing,  or  full  corn  in  the  ear,  James,  i. 
14,  15.  If  there  be  no  juftice  to  revenge  fin,  fin 
would  be  vengeance  to  itfelf :  “  Sinners  lie  in  wait 
for  their  own  blood,”  Prov.  i.  18,  u  It  is  their  own 
wickednefs  tint  corrcds  them,”  Jer.  ii.  19.  <c  The 
way  of  fin  inclineth  to  death,  and  its  footflcps  to  the 

dead  •; 
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dead  :  its  fteps  take  hold  on  hell,”  Prov.  ii.  18.  and 
v.  e.  Unbelief  may  be  an  inftance  for  all ;  as  out  of 
which  all  fins  elfe  are  derived  :  this  was  the  root  of 
Adam’s  apoftacy,  Gen.  iii.  ol  all  that  people  s  rebel¬ 
lions  in  the  wildernels.  Numb.  xiv.  n.  of  the  Jews 
rejecting  the  Nfeffiah,  John,  xix.  y.  12.  Faith  is 
that  which  holds  the  foul  to  God,  its  life  and  blefled- 
nefs  :  unbelief  is  departing  from  him,  or  letting  go 
its  hold  ;  the  loofing  of  the  knot,  upon  which  the 
foul  falls  off  of  its  own  accord  :  and  the  firfl  ftep 
from  God  fets  in  a  way  of  death  :  as  a  branch  break¬ 
ing  off  from  its  ftock  dies  of  itfelf.  This  was  Adam’s 
unbelief  :  in  all  men  fince,  it  is  a  refufing  to  return. 

Arg.  VII.  This  dodrine  is  further  confirmed,  by 
the  general  unanimous  confent  and  affirmation  of 
thofe  beft  able  to  judge.  (1.)  They  affert  it.  Job, 
a  man  of  great  wifdom  and  integrity.  “  not  his  like  in 
all  the  earth,  Job,  i.  8.  and  none  fo  forely  afflided  ; 
yet,  fays  Elihu  to  him,  by  way  of  counfel  (as  what 
himfelf  would  do  in  the  like  cafe,  “  I  will  afcribe 
righteoufneis  to  my  Maker,”  chap,  xxxvi.  3.  and, 
“  furely  God  will  not  pervert  judgment,”  chap,  xxxiv. 
12.  “  God  is  known  (that  is,  he  is  known  to  be 

God)  by  the  judgments  which  he  executeth,”  Pfal. 
ix.  16.  “  The  Lord  is  upright  ;  there  is  no  un- 

righteoufnefs  in  him,”  Pfal.  xcii.  15.  “  He  lovetli 

righteoufnefs,  and  hateth  iniquity.  The  fceptre  of 
his  kingdom  is  a  right  fceptrc,”  Pfal.  xlv.  6,  7. 
“  Righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
his  throne,”  Pfal.  xcvii.  2.  Deut.  xxxii.  4.  That 
“  true  and  righteous  are  his  judgments,”  is  the  voice 
of  thofe  in  heaven,  Rev.  xix.  1.  (2.)  They  fubmit 

to  it,  even  then  when  moil  provoked  by  men’s  injuri¬ 
ous  dealings  with  them  for  his  lake  and  when  the 
Lord’s  own  hand  hath  been  moft  fevere  towards  them. 
“  Aaron  held  his  peace,”  Levit.  x.  3.  “  It  is  the 

Lord,”  faith  Eli,  “  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him 
good,”  1  Sam.  iii.  )8.  Hezekiah  alfo,  “  Good  is 
the  word  of  the  Lord,”  2  Kings,  xx.  19.  Yea,  they 

have 
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w  hen  plundered  of  all,  becauft*  “  he  feared  3 
cldmved  evil,”  and  couldjuftify  himfcll  to  ti  e  heiaU 

c  t2  S»“*  I  >’'!■  ,a!'!  “  1  -«  nufc e  fup’ 

Lord  and  9  m^'  ^ud,g.e’  r  J0^’  'x-  1 5-  Look  on  our 

‘‘ Our  fadrheaV1°Ur  , hlmfelf’  and  {ee  his  confeffion  : 
hnr  I  fin  P  j"ed  Unt0  t*iee’  and  were  delivered  • 

K  ‘“e  &  JT  nAht  1  ~ **  am,  thou 

Nor  Tl  ,  j  a  H°W  d°es  he  clofe  his  complaint  ? 
Not,  1  hou  dealeft  more  hardly  with  me  WI  o left 

have  deferved  ,t ,  hot,  Thoo  art  holy,”  r,sl.  xxi|S 

t“be3«  tav' JZ  TP’  lndefd>  began  t0  object,  becaufe 
tiic  way  of  the  wicked  profpered,  and  they  were 

thinks  h'lt  flf  k  fre|PPher°Ufly  but  he  Presently  be¬ 
caufe  •  IToh  W'thdra,WS  his  P,ea’  and  yields7  the 
33  R,'ghTte0Usarc  thou»  O  Lord,  when  1  plead 

„;s  even  of' 33  *'  1  m,ght  infcwce  the  fSffra- 

ges  even  of  wicked  men,  and  of  the  molt  obdurate 

among  them  ;  whofe  conferences,  at  times,  have  en- 

orced  their  confeffion  of  this  truth  j  and  the  teftimo- 

ny  of  an  adverfary  proves  ftrongly.  Pharaoh  fubfcribes 

wicked  p1C  ^°rd  1S  rlSllteous>  [  anc1  my  people  are 
3  ^  ,  ErX°f-  ,X'.  27-  As  alfo  doth  Adonibezeck, 
and  Saul,  judges,  i.  7.  i  Sam.  xxiv.  i7,  iQ.  (,. 

the  faints  triumph  in  the  nghteoufnefs  of -God,  as 
well  they  may,  and  call  upon  others  to  do  the  like  : 

1  he  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice,”  Pfai. 
xcm.  97,  99.  O  let  the  nations  be  glad/ and  lino-  for 
py  ;  for  thou  flialt  judge  the  people  righteoutly,” 
La  .  xrii.4.  Let  the  heavens  rejoice  and  the  earth' be 
g  ad  before  the  Lord  :  for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh, 
to  judge  the  earth,”  Pfiil.  xcvi.  11,  13,  &c.  And 
lienee  it  was  that  Paul,  and  the  reft  of  them,  though 
t  ie  pielent  (en(e  of  their  lulFenngs  was  grievous,  yet 
t.ic)  gloned  in  them,  and  rejoiced  greatly  in  hopes  of 
that  glory  and  “  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  God, 
as  a  righteous  Judge  had  prepared  for  them,”  2  Tim 
4,  S’ 

/  . 

Arg.  VII L 
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Arg.  VIII.  The  righteoufnefs  of  God  is  yet  farther 
illuftrated,  by  the  iffue  and  event  of  his  darkeft  dif- 
penfations.  “  The  confumption  decreed  fliall  over¬ 
flow  with  righteoufnefs,”  Ifa.  x.  22,  and  nothing  elfe 
fliall  be  in  it.  His  people,  though  long  under  oppref- 
fion,  he  brought  them  forth  at  laft,  with  the  greater 
fubftance.  His  leading  them  about  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  as  it  were  in  a  maze,  forty  years  together  ;  ail'd 
bringing  them  back  to  where  they  had  been  many 
years  before  ;  yet  proved  it  to  be  the  right  way,  Pfal. 
cvii.  7.  and  it  was  for  “  their  good  in  the  latter  end,” 
Deut.  viii.  16.  David’s  long  perfecution  by  Saul, 
made  him  the  fitter  for  the  kingdom  ;  and  adapted 
him  for  the  office  of  piincipal  fccretary  to  the  great 
King  j  opportunely  acquainting  him  with  all  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  heavenly  ftate  and  council,  that  are  fit  to 
be  known  upon  earth  :  and  by  his  hand  and  experi¬ 
ence  they  are  confirmed  to  us  ;  and  this  among  the 
reft.  “  Blefled  is  the  man  whom  thou  chafteneft 
and  teacheft  him  out  of  thy  law,”  Pfal.  xciv.  12! 
We  lee  it  alfo,  by  the  end  the  Lord  made  with  Job  • 
“he  brought  him  forth  like  gold,”  and  doubled  his 
bleffings  upon  him.  Job,  xliii.  12.  The  bafket  of 
good  figs  were  fent  into  captivity  for  their  good,  Ter. 
X'civ.  5.  Paul’s  afflictions  turned  to  his  falvation, 
1  h,l.  1.  19.  Even  the  temptations,  forrows,  and  fuf- 
crmgs  o.  Ch rift  himfelf,  which  were  fuch  as  never 
were  known  by  men,  were  intended,  and  accordingly 

«  \>n.ei  fCr  andenable  him  for  his  office  of  Mediator  - 
Wherefore  tn  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made 

'n  5  fUTrh,1S,  bi;ethren’  that  he  might  be  a  merciful 
t  ai  ul  high  pneft  in  thele  things  petraining  to 
God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people 
For  in  that  he  himlelf  hath  fulfired.  being  •  tempjed' 
he  is  able  to  (itccour  them  that  are  tempted,”  Hebi 

Arg  IX.  Another  great  infiance  and  evidence  of 

£nroced°UfndS  f  G°d’  appears  in  the  manner  of 
Proccdure  ln  reference  to  the  elect.  Thofe  preci- 

ous 
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ous  fouls,  whom  he  loved  from  everlaftitig,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  bring  to  glory  :  yet,  having  firmed,  not 
one  of  them  (hall  enter  there,  without  fatisfadlion 
made  to  his  juftice  }  even  thofe  he  will  not  juftify* 
but  lb  as  to  be  juft  in  doing  of  it,  Rpm.  viii.  3.  ifi. 
26.  The  mercy-ieat  being  fprinkled  with  blood. 
Lev.  xvi.  14.  was  evidently  a  (hadow  of  it  :  for  the 
glory  of  God  does  not  confift  only  in  fhewing  mercy  ; 
but  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  clalh  with  his 
juftice.  It  is  a  part  of  his  name  and  glory,  that  “  he 
will  by  no  means  dear  the  guilty,”  Exod.  xxxiv.  ya 
but  who  then  (hall  be  faved,  fmee  “  all  the  world  is 
found  guilty  before  God  ?”  Rom.  iii.  19.  Yea,  there 
is  yet  a  way  to  fhew  mercy  (which  is  for  ever  adora¬ 
ble),  and  therein  is  (hewn  the  manifold  wifdom  of 
God,  as  well  as  his  righteoufnefs  ;  in  the  contriving  a  • 
way  for  “  mercy  and  truth  to  meet  together,”  PiaL 
lxxxv.  10.  which  was  done  by  transferring  the  guilt 
of  his  chofen  upon  another,  who  was  able  to  bear  it3 
and  to  give  a  more  adequate  fatisfa&ion  to  his  juftice, 
than  they  ever  could  have  done  by  their  perfonal  fuf- 
ferings  :  this  alfo  was  typified  by  the  law  of  the  lcape- 
goat  :  “  And  Aaron  (ball  cart  lots  upon  the  two 
goats,  one  lot  for  the  Lord,  and  the  other  lot  for  the 
lcape-goat.  But  the  goat,  on  which  the  lot  fell  to  be 
the  fcape-goat,  (ball  be  prefented  alive  before  the 
Lord,  to  make  an  atonement  with  him,  and  to  let 
h»m  go  for  a  fcape-goat  into  the  wildernefs*  And 
he  that  let  go  the  goat  for  the  fcape-goat,  (hall  waih 
Irs  clothes,  and  bathe  hisfleth  in  water,  and  afterward 
come  into  the  camp,”  Lev.  xvi.  8,  10,  26. 

Arr.  X.  Confider  efpecialiy  that  great  inftance  of 
Chrift  himfelf,  the  fir  ft  elect,  and  Head  of  all  the  fam¬ 
ily  ;  and  the  compact  made  with  him ;  who,  though 
he  were  a  Son,  u  His  beloved  Son,  in  whom  his  lbu! 
delighted  :”  yet  it  he  will  undertake  for  finners,  he 
muft  ftand  in  their  ftead.  All  their  fins  muft  meet 
upon  him,”  and  be  muft  bear  the  punifhment  due 
unto  them,  Ifa.  liii.  4,  5.  It  was  not  “poffible  that 

cup 
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Cupflhould  pafs  from  him  no,  cc  though  he  fought 
it  with  ftronp  cries  and  tears  and  that  of  him  who 

-•  o  m 

was  able  to  lave  him  from  death,  who  alio  loved  him 
as*  his  own  foul  :  he  was  not,  he  might  not  be  releafed, 
until  he  had  paid  the  utmoft  unite.  For  albeit  that 
grace  is  perfectly  free  to  men,  in  pardoning  and  fav- 
ing  of  them  ;  yet  juftice  mull  be  fatisfied,  and  Chrifl 
was  abated  nothing.  This  laft  unparalleled  inftance 
ot  incomparable  juftice,  doth  highly  illuftratc  the 
point  in  hand,  namely*  tc  That  our  great  and  fbvereigu 
Lord  cannot  but  do  right.” 


Inferences  from  the  Right eoufnefs  of  God . 

Infer.  1.  May  this  dodrine  prove  an  eternal  blaft 
to  the  vain  and  prefumptuous  confidence  of  impeni¬ 
tent  ftnners,  who,  “  becaufe  vengeance  is  not  fpeedily 
executed,  have  their  hearts  fully  bent  and  let  in  them 
to  do  evil,”  Eccl.  viii.  11.  Becaufe  the  Lord  (at 
prefen t)  holds  bis  peace,  they  think  he  is  like  them- 
felves,  Pfal.  1.  21.  &c.  Let  them  certainly  know, 
that  he  is  able  to  deal  with  them  :  and  further,  that 
his  righteoufnefs  obligeth  him  to  vindicate  himfelf  : 
he  will  by  no  means  dear  the  guilty,  nor  be  always' 
blent  :  though  flow,  yet  Cure  :  and  flrikes  home  at 
lad.  Flak  ii.  9.  “  He  will  arife  to  judgment,  and  let 

their  fins  in  order  before  them,”  and  reckon  with  them 
lor  all  the  hard  fpeeches  which  they,  ungodly  finners, 
have  uttered  againft  him  :  the  light  whereof  fhall 
ilrike  their  trembling  fouls  (notwithftanding  their 
ftoutnefs  now)  with  horror  and  amazement ;  and  make 
even  all  their- boweis  ready  to  gulla  out.  “  He  will 
wound  the  hairy  fcalp  (the  proud  and  prefumptuous 
head)  of  every  one  that  goes  on  in  his  wickednefs,” 
Pfai.  kviii.  21.  u  A  dart  fhall  ftrike  through  his 
liver,  Prov.  vii.  23.  and  down  with  him  to  hell,  the 
netheimofl  heil,  in  a  moment.  \Vhy  then  will  you 
“  run  againft  the  thick  boffes  of  his  bucklers  ?”  Job, 
xv.  26.  “  and  fet  briars  and  thorns  in  array  againft  a 

E  devouring 
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devouring  flame  ?v  I fa.  xxxin.  14*  Can  dried  ftub^ 
ble  dwell  with  “  everlafting  burnings  ?”  Did  “  ever 
any  harden  himlelf  againft  God,  and  profper  ?”  Job, 
ix.  4.  No,  nor  never  (hall.  Where  will  his  hope  be, 
when  God  taketh  away  his  foul  !  Job,  xxvii.  8. 
Therefore  take  up  betimes,  leave  off,  and  know  that 
he  is  God,  Pfal.  xlvi.  10. 

Infer .  2.  Let  this  do&rine  for  ever  vindicate  the 
holy  and  good  ways  ot  God  (both  thofe  he  walks  in 
towards  us,  and  thole  he  commands  us  to  walk  in  to¬ 
wards  himfelf),  from  all  thole  fenlelels  imputations  of 
harlhnefs,  morofenefs,  nicety,  precifenefs,  or  whatever 
elle  the  profanenefs  or  ignorance  of  men  can  tax  them 
with  :  for,  as  it  is  faid,  lo  it  is  found  by  the  certain 
and  fober  experience  of  ail  that  fear  him  (and  againft 
luch  experience  no  realon  is  to  be  admitted)  ;  I  fa), 
it  is  a  general  infallible  experiment,  that  “  all  the  ways 
of  wildom  are  pleafantnefs,  to  him  that  walks  in  them, 
prov.  hi.  1  7.  which  argues,  that  thole  who  think  oth¬ 
er  wife,  are  ignorant  ot  them,  and  therefore  not  com¬ 
petent  judges.  It  is  granted,  indeed,  that  thofe  whofe 
hearts  are  m  thefe  good  ways  of  God,  have  their  fteps 
too  often  turned  alide,  and  go  haltingly  in  them  :  but, 
in  truth,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  way,  but  m  the  men. 
There  is  fome  frafture  in  their  bones,  dmocation  ot 
joints,  or  evil  tumour  ;  fomething  is  out  of  order, 
and  needs  looking  to.  A  cripple  will  limp  in  Solo¬ 
mon’s  porch  (on  the  fmootheft  pavement),  when  one 
that  is  i'ound  in  his  limbs  will  walk  with  delight  on 
rougher  ground.  The  law,  and  our  hearts,  were  once 
at  perfect  agreement  ;  the  d.lcord  came  in  by  our 
free  will  deviations,  and  lwerving  from  our  firft  make 
Therefore  admit  not  the  lead  motion,  that  looks  but 
awry  on  the  commands  or  dilpofements  of  Go  ,  ^ 
juftify  them  to  the  height,  and  take  lhame  to  youi- 
(elf,  as  Paul  himfelf  did,  “  The  commandment  is  nch, 

but  I  am  carnal.”  Rom.  vii.  12,  14*  t  , 

Infer.  2.  If  the  Lord  cannot  but  do  right,  then  et 

us  all  (ami  every  one)  take  heed  of  fin,  winch  the  ho- 
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iinefs  and  juftice  of  God  are  fo  inexorably  bent  againft : 
he  will  not  pardon  without  fatisfaftion.  Yea,  beware 
of  little  fins  (little,  I  mean,  in  efteem  with  men,  or  in 
comparifon  of  iome  others.)  Your  nearneis  to  God 
will  not  excufe  you  ;  for,  you  <c  have  I  known,  [there¬ 
fore]  you  will  I  punifb,”  Amos,  lii.  2*  Even  Moles, 
his  fervant,  for  once  fpeaking  unadvifedly,  was  (hut 
out  of  Canaan,  Numb,  xx*  10,  12.  and  though  he 
would  fain  have  gone  into  that  good  land,  and  foliat¬ 
ed  the  Lord  much  about  it,  as  if  he  wouid  have  no  de¬ 
nial  ;  yet  the  Lord  would  not  hear  him  :  “  Speak 
no  more  to  me  of  this  matter,”  Deut.  iii.  26.  To 
make  light  of  the  leaft  fin,  becaufe  grace  abounds,  is 
to  fin  againft  your  own  foul,  and  to  make  the  precious 
blood  of  Chnft  a  common  thing  (the  lead  is  the  price 
of  blood).  Although  he  love  thee,  and  that  fo  as  nev¬ 
er  to  take  his  loving  kindnefs  from  thee  ;  yet  he  will 
not  let  thee  go  altogether  unpunifhed  :  yea,  the  Lord 
may  hide  from  thee  the  fenfe  of  his  love,  and  make 
thee  feel  his  difpleafure,  even  to  the  breaking  of  thy 
bones,  &c.  For  he  muft  difcountenance  fin,  and  that 
for  our  good,  as  well  as  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his 
righteoufnefs. 

Infer.  4.  You  that  acknowledge  God’s  uprightnefs, 
and  profefs  to  be  his  children,  convince  the  world  or 
the  truth  of  your  principles  by  your  p  raft  ice.  Shew 
yourfelves  to  be  his  offspring,  lay  your  likene's  to  him  : 
“dojuftly,  love  mercy,  walk  humbly.”  To  “be 
blamelefs,  and  harmlels,  and  without  rebuke,”  Phil, 
ii.  1 5.  is  your  beft  argument  to  refute  the  world’s 
calumnies,  and  to  prove  yourlelves  to  be  the  fons  of 
God.  Shew  it  alfo,  by  your  juftifying  God,  even 
while  “  he  wraps  himfelf  in  a  cloud,”  Job,  xxii.  1^, 
14.  “  and  his  tootfteps  are  not  known,”  Pial.  lxxvii. 
19.  Fie  that  owns  not  God’s  hand,  in  every  difpenfe- 
ment,  difowns  his  fovereignty  ;  and  he  that  repines, 
denies  his  righteoufnefs  ;  acquit  yourfelf  in  both. 

Infer.  5.  Then  let  none  (tumble  at  prelent  admin- 
iftrations,  nor  admit  of  a  finifter  or  lufpicious  thought 

touching 
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Acknowledge  his  upr  ghtnefs,  and  he 
44  gracious  unto  thee,  chap  x'riii.  24,  And 


touching1  this  holy  Lord  God.  The<reafon  of  his  ways, 
may  be  unknown,  but  cannot  be  unjuft  :  he*  fees 
through  the  dark  cloud,  though  you  and*  I  cannot. 
We  know  44  the  Lord  doth  not  afflict  willingly Lam. 
iff  33.  and  his  people  are  111  heavincTs  but  for  a>fea- 
ion,  and  if  need  he,  1  Pet.  i.  6.  then,Tureiy,  44  it  is 
meet  to  be  faid  unto -God,  I  have  born  chafti lenient’ ’ 
(that- is,  nhy  fin  procured  it  tor  me,  and  I  have  no 
caufe  to  complain)  ;  44  1  will  offend  no  more,”  J  ab, 
xxxiv.  51. 
will  b 

do  it  when  thou  canft  not  fee  the  real  on  of  his  judg¬ 
ments,  nor  their  tendency;  taking-  it  ftih  lor  a  rule,- 
44  That  all  the  ways  of  God  are  pedeft  :  nothing  can 
b  put  to  them,  nor  any  thrng:  taken  from  them,” 
EccieT.  hi  14.  It  was  a  goo  4  ‘refohuion  -in  Job,  that 
44  though  he  were  righteous, ’yet  would  he-not  anlwer 
God  ;  but  make  ftfp  plication  ro  his  Judge,’'  Job,  ix. 

1  5.  a  i  though  he  Ihould  flay  him,  “  yet  will  he 
truft  in  him,”  chap.  xiff  15.  and  this  would  he  do, 
even  while  he  thought  he  might  maintain  his  own  ways 
before  him.  ..... 

Be.  patient,  therefore:  44  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
c.raweth  nigh,”  James, -v.  70  44  who  will  judge  the 
world  with’  righted ufnefs,”  Pial.  ix.  8.  Let  neither 
the  wicked’s  ‘profperity,  nor  the1  daily- chaftenings  of 
his  own  people;  be  an  offence  to  thee  ;  go  up  into 
lancluary  of  God,”  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  17.  there  thou 
lie  end.  It  fhall  not  always  be  carried 
; } ,  1  i  >  ;  tff-rc  will  be  a  reckoning  for  the  good  things 
rhe  V  had  in  their  ftle-tirtre ;  when  thofe- that  had  lived 
in  pleafurc,  will  wifh  that  their  fouls  had  been  in  thy 
loul’s  ft  cad,  under  all  its  prellures  :  arid  it  fhall  be  no 
grief  of  heart  to  thee,  to  remember  thy  mortal  and 
momentary  fuff. rings,  Rom.  viii.  18.  when  thoufeeth 
fuch  peaceable  flints  of  righteoufnels  brought  forth 
thereby,  Hcb.  xii.  18.  when  thou  (halt  be  wrapt  up 
with  holy  amazement,  and  (halt  fay  in  thy  heart,  “  I 
loft  my  children,  and  was  de folate  j  a.  captive,  and 

removing 
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removing  to  and  fro  (had  no  abiding  place),  w..o  •••' 
begotten  me  thefe  ?”  Ha.  xiix.  21.  chap.  ix.  ,cry ~ 
came  they  !  what  root  fprang  they  from  !  m.  ng.it 
afflidions  were  not  worthy  to  be  compared  witn  tms 
olory  !  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  He  will  never  repent  that  he 
lowed  in  tears,  who  brings  home  Ins  (heaves  with  lucn 
ioy.  But  as  you  go  along  to  this  your  blefied  home, 
and  (weet  place  of  eternal  reft,  it  may  be  worth  the 
while  to  ruminate  fuch  feriptures  as  thefe  :  “  1  hough 
a  finner  do  evil  an  hundred  times,  and  his  days  be 
prolonged  (he  goes  unpunilhed),  yet  furely  it  (hall  be 
well  with  them  that  fear  God  :  but  it  (ball  not  b,. 
well  with  the  wicked,”  Eccl.  vm.  12,  13,  bculy, 
there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous  :  Verily,  he  is  a 
God  whojudgeth  in  the  earth,  blah  lvm.  1 1.  And 
his  judgment  is  according  to  truth,  Rom.  ii.  2.  “  and 
bleffed  are  they  that  wait  lor  mm,  Ifa.  xxx.  10. 

Infer.  6.  Laftly,  All  the  objections  that  are  brought 
againft  the  doctrine  of  Election's  ablolutenels,  perfon- 
ality,  and  eternity  ;  the  peculiarity  of  redemption  ; 
the  efficacious  predominance  of  grace  in  calling  ;  and 
believers  invincible  perfeverance  in  faith  and  holinefs, 
would  all  be  difbanded  and  fent  to  their  own  place, 
were  this  one  truth  (which  none  in  words  will  deny) 
but  truly  believed  and  received  in  love  ;  namely, 
“  That  God  hath  an  abfoiute  right  of  dominion  over 
his  creatures,  to  difpofe  and  determine  of  tiiem  as 
feemeth  him  good  ;  and  that  in  the  doing  thereol  he 
cannot  but  do  right.” 

And  fo  I  come  to  the  matter  firfl  intended. 
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THE  doftrinc  ot  Eleftion  contained.  the 

;hole  ium  and  fcope  o*  the  g  \  >  ,,  Sover- 

f  honeftlv  fubdueci  to  the  doftrine  of  God  s  Sovei 

jclT  cannot  be  employed  about  a  more  excellent 

Si  t£f&SZ2SSf.  .c  ;r°- 

limieif  :  it  is  that  foundation  which  lund-th  tuie, 
md  keeps  all  them  lure  who  (land  upon  it 
Election  is  the  pitching  of  everlafting  lore, 
mod  pleafure  of  God,  choofing  and  decreeing  to  e  er- 
nal  life  :  it  is  the  great  charter  of  heaven,  God  s  tpe 
cial  and  free-grace  deed  of  gift  to  I his  c h°  ^  on«> 
made  over  in  truft  unto  Jefus  Chnft,  .or  their  ue 
and  benefit.  Now,  in  deeds  of  gilt  (to  make  the 
authentic)  there  mud  be  inferred  the  name  c ^  re 
donor,  or  perfon  that  gives  ;  tne  name  ot  the  ^ 
or  perfon  to  whom,  the  quality  and  ex.  .  ^ 

thing  that  is  given  ;  the  time  when  it  was  done  >  the 
confideration  that  moved  thereto.;  anc,  inca 
potency,  itisufualand  neceflary  to  ordain  fome  friend 
as  feoffee  in  truft,  who  is  to  ftand  feizcd  or  poffeifid 
of  the  °ift  for  the  donee’s  ufe  :  all  which  aieeviden  y 
found  Tn  Scripture  Election,  and  rpay  be  iummect  into 

this  propofition.  . 


V-  A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

1 1'.'p.  1  hn.t  there  is  a  peculiar  people,  who  were 

“  personally  chofen  of  God,  in  thrift,  according 
to  his  own  good  pleafure,  and  ordained  to  e ter- 
nal  life,  before  the  world  began/* 

Before  I  come  to  a  downright  proof  of  the  propofi- 
uon,  1  Ilia  11  firft  explain  the  terms,  and  then  produce 
lome  inftances  of  a  lower  kind  of  elefhon,  that  is, 
to  matters  of  a  lower  concern  than  that  of  eternal 
life;  which  yet  may  be  reckoned  a  type  and  fhadovv 

I.  For  explanation.  This  word  [peculiar!  denotes 
the  exemption  or  privileging  of  a  perfori  or  thino- 
from  the  power  of  another,  in  whole  jurifdiclion  it 
was,  or  feemed  to  be  :  it  fometimes  fignifies  riches, 
or  fubftance,  which  is  of  a  man’s  own  proper-pettino- 
by  labour  and  induftry :  it  is  a]fo  ufed  to  denominate 
mch  apart  of  a  man’s  inheritance  as  he  keeps  in  his 
own  hands  •  which  our  law  calls  his  demefne.  lands. 
In  all  which  refpefls,  the  elect  arc  aptly*  termed  a  pe¬ 
culiar  people  :  for,  (i.)  1  hough  Satan  be  prince  of 
ttie  world,  and  rules  on  eveYy  lide  ;  yet,  as  touching 
the  deft,  it  is  but  an  ufurped  and  temporary  jurifdic- 
oon  that  he  hath  over  them  i  they  do,  indeed,  belong 
to  another  prince,  to  whom  their  chief  Lord  hath 
given  them  ;  who  therefore  (in  the  appointed  time) 
will  refeue  them  from  that  ufurpatioh.  (2.)'  They 
are  the  Lord’s  treafure,  or  inheritance,  obtained  by 
labour  indeed,  with  fweat  and  bicod;  than  which 
nothing  is  more  a  man’s  own,  nor  hardlier  parted 
with  ;  fuch  was  the  portion  bellowed  by  Jacob  on  his 
beloved  Jofepb,  “  even  that  which  he  got  with  his 
lword,  and  with  his  bow,”  Gen.  xlviii.  22.  -And, 
(3.)  1  hey  are  the  Lord’s  demefnes  :  he  keeps  them 
in  his  own  hands,  tenders  them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye, 
and  will  not  betrufl  them  in  the  hands  of  others  :  no, 
not  of  their  own  felves.  r 

[Chofen  or  defied  :]  the  proper  import  of  the 
word  is,  to  iclcft,  or  make  choice  of  one  or  more,  out 


'  '  OF  ELECTION.  11 

of  a  greater  number.  [Perfonally  chofen]  that  is, 
they  were  tingled  forth,  or  pitched  upon  by  name  : 
and  chofen  in  Chrift,  or  into  Chrift,  as  their  Head 
and  Mediator  that  being  in  him,  all  the  grace  and 
glory  that  were  chofen  unto  might  be  rightfully  theirs, 
and  accordingly  applied  to  them. 

[To  ordain]  is  the  fame  here  as  to  predeftinate*  ap¬ 
point,  prepare,  decree,  or  fore-defermine  of  things  to 
come  :  which  was  in  fuch  manner  done,  that  the 
event  always  has,  does,  and  ever  fhall,  juftly  fucceed 
according  to  defignment.-  In  this  fenle  men  cannot 
be  laid  to  predeftinate,  becaufe  they  cannot  (with  any 
certainty)  determine  of  things  not  yet  in  being  :  but 
all  things  w^ere  prefent  with  God  from  eternity,  and 
his  decree  was  the  caufe  of  their  after-exiflence. 

By  [eternal  life]  I  underhand,  not  only  the  faints 
a&ual  pofieffion  of  blellednefs  and  glory  ;  which  con- 
fifts  in  their  perfect  conformity  to  God,  and  union 
with  him  (according  to  the  xviith  of  John),  but  alio, 
whatever  is  requifite  thereto,  by  way  of  right,  prep¬ 
aration,  or  otherwife  ;  wherein  are  comprifed*  the 
mediation  of  Chrift,  effedlual  calling,  and  final  perfc- 
verance  in  faith  and  hohncfs  ;  which  ate  indeed  but 
fo  many  parts  or  (ubdivifions  of  Election  :  you  have 
them  all  conjoined  in  one  verfc,  both  as  appropriate 
to  the  fame  perlons,  and  as  being  infeperable,  in  I!a. 
Ixii.  12.  where  thefe  for  whom  the  high  way  is  caft 
up,  are  termed,  u  the  holy  people  there  is  their 
Election  :  the  “  redeemed  of  the  Lord  j”  that  is 
plainly  their  redemption  :  they  are  alio  laid  to  be 
“  fought  out  which  imports  their  effectual  calling  : 
and  u  a  city  not  to  be  foriaken,”  which  implies  not 
lefs  than  perfeverance.  And  they  are  here  put  in  iuc- 
qeflion,  as  they  fall  in  order  or  time  :  Election  is 
therefore  called,  “  a  preparing  unto  glory,”  .Rom. 
ix.  23. 

[Before  the  world  began.]  The  fame  thing,  for 
brevity  fake,  is  commonly  called  eternity  ;  and  in 
(crinture-phrafe,  from  everlafting. 

•  [According 
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[Accordig  to  his  own  good  pleafure.]  This  fliew: 
the  root  of  Election  ;  the  great  bottom-ground  or 
which  it  is  founded,  exclufive  to  all  things  elfe,  as  be 
ing  any  way  cafual,  contributary,  or  motive  thereto. 

II.  For  inftances  of  a  lower  kind  of  election  :  con 
fider  here  God’s  choofing  or  deftinating  certain  per 
ions  by  name  (and  fome  of  them  before  they  wen 
born),  to  fignal  and  eminent  fervice  in  the  world 
wherein  they  were  patterns  of  the  Eledion  we  ar< 
treating  of,  and  may  well  be  accounted  a  collatera 
proof  and  evidence  of  it. 

Abraham  was  pitched  upon  to  be  the  root  anc 
father  of  God’s  peculiar  people  ;  whom  he  would  owi 
and  honor  above  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  that  ii 
him  “  all  families  of  the  earth  fhall  be  blefled,”  Gen 
xii.  i — 3.  which  contains  a  promife,  that  the  Meffias 
or  Saviour  of  the  world,  fliould  come  ofhis  pofterity 
a  wonderful  high  honor  :  but  what  was  there  in  Abra 
ham,  that  might  move  God  thus  to  piefer  him  abov< 
the  reft  ofhis  kindred  ?  was  he  any  thing  more  tc 
God  ?  or  had  he  lerved  him  better  than  othei 
idolaters  with  whom  he  lived  ?  no,  in  no  wife  ;  anc 
yet  the  Lord  fingled  him  forth,  and  called  him  alone 
I  fa.  li,  2.  And,  in  truth,  no  other  reafon  can  be  giv¬ 
en  tor  it,  than  what  is  given  for  his  love  to  Abraham’: 
pofterity  :  “  He  ioved  them  becaufe  he  loved  them,’ 
Deut.  vii.  7,  8.  Nor  was  he  pitched  upon  to  be  the 
father  of  many  nations,  nor  Sarah  to  be  the  mothei 
of  them,  for  any  natural  fruitful  nets  in  them  above 
others  :  for  Abraham’s  body  was  now  dead,  and  Sa¬ 
rah,  befides  her  natural  barrennefs,  was  paft  the  age  ol 
child-bearing  ;  which  occasioned  her  to  laugh  at  the 
promife  ;  for  who,  indeed,  would  make  choice  of  a 
dried  (lock,  and  barren  foil,  to  begin  his  nurfeiy 
with  ?  in  fuch  materials  there  is  nothing  to  induce 
to  it. 

The  fame  courfes  he  was  pleafed  to  take  with  A- 
braham’s  immediate  feed  :  he  takes  not  all  of  them  j 
but,  “in  Ifaac  Hull  thy  feed  be  called,”  Gen.  xxi.  12. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  Ifaac  was  taken,  and  Ifhmael  left.  And 
though  Abraham’s  prayer  was  heard  for  Ifhmael, 
fo  as  to  have  him  bleffed  with  outward  things  ;  yet, 
as  to  the  main  thing,  God  rejefts  him,  and  reiolves 
to  eftabhfh  his  covenant  with  Iiaac,  (chap.  xvii.  9  ) 
who  was  yet  unborn* 

The  like  he  alio  doth  by  Ifaac’s  children.  “  Ja¬ 
cob  he  loved,  but  Efau  he  hated,  Mai.  i.  2,  3. 
Rom.  ix.  whch  is  both  the  prophet’s  and  apoftle’s 
jexpofition  of  thofe  words,  “  The  elder  fliall  ferve  the 
younger/’  Gen.  xxv.  23.  and  this  difference  was  put 
before  they  were  born  ;  yea,  and  entailed  alio  upon 
their  pofterities  :  the  one  are  “  the  people  of  his  w'ratb, 
againfl  whom  he  hath  indignation  for  ever,”  Mai.  i. 

4.  “  their  captivity  fliall  not  return.”  “  When  the 
whole  earth  rejoiceth,  they  fhall  be  defolate,”  &c. 
Ezek.  xxxv.  3,  14,  but  for  Jacob,  “  the  Lord  will 
bring  them  back  to  their  own  land,  and  plant  them, 
and  build  them  affuredly  $  and  do  them  good  with 
his  whole  heart,”  Jer.  xxxi.  37,  41.  But  let  it  be 
obferved,  it  was  not  Jacob’s  more  worthy  demeanour, 
whether  forefeen  or  afted,  that  procured  him  the  blei- 
fing.  Efau  did  more  for  it  than  he,  and  more  lin- 
cerely  :  he  hunted  for  venifon,  and  for  true  venifon, 
fuch  as  his  father  loved  ;  which  he  alfo  makes  ready, 
and  brings  with  fpeed,  big  with  expedation  of  his 
bleffing  ;  which  alfo  he  feeks  importunately,  “  with 
tears  and  bitter  crying,”  Gen.  xxvii.  4,  5,  38.  Now, 
what  good  things  does  Jacob  do  to  inherit  the  blei- 
fing  ?  1.  He  goes  about  to  invade  another’s  right  ; 
for  the  bleffing  belonged  to  the  firft-born.  2.  He 
feeks  to  pervert  the  known  intention  of  his  father, 
which  was  to  blefs  Efau.  3.  He  abufeth  his  father 
with  counterfeit  venifon.  4.  He  takes  the  name  of  God 
in  vain,  to  make  his  difpatch  the  more  probable,  Gen. 
xxvii.  20.  5.  He  feeks  it  by  fraud,  and  downright 

lying  :  he  cloaths  his  neck  and  hands  with  the  kid ’a 
fkin,  and  roundly  affirms  himfelf  to  be  Elau  (very 
improper  means  to  obtain  a  bleffing  ! )  it  need  not  be 

afked. 
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afked,  which  of  the  two  s  deportment  was  moft  de¬ 
ferring  ?  One  wou  d  eafily  conclude  the  bleffing  %  he 
Itfau  s  :  but  fee  the  event  '  he  that  carries  himfelf  fo 
unworthily  carries  away  the  bldfing  ;  he  that  behfves 
himfelf  dutifully  to  obtain  it,  is  ciitmiffed  Without  it  : 
and  though  his  father  bleffed  Jacob  Unwittingly,  and 
by  mi  (take,  yet  when  he  came  to'  krtb'w  i  t,  he°  wis!  fo 
far  from  reverting  what  he  had  done,  that  he  earned ly 
affirms  it  ;  ‘‘.I  hpe  bleffed  him  ;  yea,  ahd:  he  fliail 
e  bleffed,-  Gen.  xxvii.  33.  Would  we  kniow,  how, 
the  reafon  of  this  iarange  and  ( according*  to  men)  ir¬ 
rational  event  ?  it  was,  “  that  the  purpofe  of  GoJd  ac¬ 
cording  t  »  eleftiori  might  hand  (the  elder  muff  ferve 
the  younger),,  not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  calleth,” 
Rom.  ix.  11.  And  it  is  wonderful  to  obfervb,  how 
God  ordered  the  whole  courfe  of  this  tranfaftion,  as 
intending  it  a  full  and  pregnant  example  of  eternal 
election  :  for  it  holds  forth  plainly  the  Sovereignty  of 
God  over  his  ^creatures,'  in  taking  whom  he1  win  3  'the 
freenefs  of  his  grace  in  choofmg  thofe  that  are  lefs 
deierving.;  the  lure  effedt  of  his  p>urpofes,  with1  his 
wife  and  certain  ordering  of  things  relating  to  his 
end  ;  as  alfo  of  his  ufing  of  means  and  inftrum^nts 
therein,  quite  betides  the  natural  fcope  of  them,  and 
contrary  to  their  own  intendment.  \  ^  ^ 

«  f  aelites This  people  the  Lord  chofe 

in  Abraham  four  hundred'  years  before  he  publicly 
owned  them  :  they  are  expreffly  termed,  “  an  eleft 
nation,”  as  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world  ; 
“  an  holy,  fpecia!,  peculiar  people  unto  God.”  He 
took  them  for  fc  his  own  portion,  the  lot  of  his  inher¬ 
itance  read  his  own  words  (for  they  are  precious 
words  with  thofe  to  whom  they  appertain)  :  <c  Ye 
fhall  be  holy  unto  me  ;  for  I  have  fevered  yoii  from 
other  people,, that  ye1  fhoulcl  be  mine,”  Levit.  xx.  26. 

I  he  Lord  thy  God  hath  chofen  thee  to  be  a  fpecial 
people  unto  himfelf,  above  all  the  people  that  are  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,”  Deut.  vii.  6.  The  Lord  this 

day  hath  avouched  thee  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  and 

»  ^ 
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to  make  thee  high  above  all  nations,”  chap.  xxvi.  i3, 
in..  “.The  Lord  had  a  delight  in  thy  fathers,  io 
love  them,  and  he  chofe  then  iced  aftei  them,  even 
you  above  all  people,”  chap.  x.  15.  &c.  Bat  were 
they  as  far  above  other  nations  in  goodnefs,  in  great- 
nefs,  or  excellent  demeanour  !  had  they  bettei  un¬ 
moved  their  part  in  the  commpn  fleck?  and  was 
that  it  .which  entitled  them  to  this  honor  ?  No  fuch 
matter  ;  as  appears,  (i.J  By  the  reafon  there  afftgn- 
ed  ;  u  Ye  fhaii  be  ^  peculiar  treasure  unto  me,  above 
all  people,  [for  all  the  earth  is  mine,”]  Exod.  xix.  5. 
It  as  as  if  the  Lord  had  (aid,  there  is  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  you  and  other  nations  :  all  the  eaith  is  mine, 
and  I  may  take  where  I  will  1  I  am  not  tied  to  an^  . 
I.. might  take  of  them,  and  ditcard  you  ;  they  cannot 
carry  it  more  unworthily  than  you  have  done,  and  wni 
dp/  I  looked  from  heaven,  and  confidered  their 
works  and  yours  ;  I  fee  that  your  hearts  are  fafhioned 
alike.  And,  (2.)  Their  after-demeanour  did  abun¬ 
dantly  verify  it  ;  and  the  Lord  torefaw  it  \  I  knew 
that  thou  would  ft  deal  treacheroufly,  and  waft  called 
a  tranfgreffor  from  the  womb  ;  that  thou  wouldft  be 
obftinate,  thy  neck  an  iron  finew,  and  thy  brow  brais ; 
and  that  thou  wouldft  do  only  evil  from  thy  youth  up, 
$c  ”  [fa.  xlviii.  4,  8.  Jer.  xxxii.  30.  What  then 
was  the  caufe  or  motive  ot  God’s  choofing  them  above 
others  r  It  was  his  undeferved  love  and  favour  to 
them  j  “  He. loved  them  becaufe  he  loved  them,” 

Deut.  v.ii,  8.  and  ix.  4.  >- 

Come  to  David  :  God  hath  provided  himfelf  a 
king  among  Jefie’s  fons,  and  Samuel  muft  go  to  a- 
noint  him  :  but  it  muft  be  “  him  whom  the  Lord 
fhould  name  to  him  not  the  eldeft  or  goodlieft 
perfon  ;  and  therefore,  fays  he  (when  they  pais  be¬ 
fore  him),  tc  The  Lord  hath  not  chofen  this,  nor  this, 
nor  thefe,  but  David.”  It  is  true,  the  Lord  did  not 
mention  David’s  name  to  Samuel  ;  but  he  did  what 
was  equivalent  ;  for  when  David  comes  in,  he  tells 
him,  “  This  is  he,  anoint  him,”  1  Sairuxvi.  1,  12. 

~  And 
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And  oblige,  thu  [he]  was  the  youngeft,  the  mean- 
h unlikely  ;  fcarce  reckoned  as  one  of  the 

Then  ’n iZ  w  W3S  notbrought  in  amongft  the  reft. 

to  k-'i'i)  rhp  n 1S  CUC"mflancrs  >  b's  employment  was 

ns  ,scLr  hl$  fX<;rClle’  'vhat  was  but  fuch 

l ,  1.  o' Jned  effeminate  ?  he  addidted  himfelf  to 

bod v” ul  'fC  3n°  h'S  comPlexion  or  conftitution  of 

m.  ,  t.c.and  rudnX  i  r!°  promifing  charafter  of  a 
‘l  n  ,■  P,nt  :  and  yet  this  man  (or  rather  this  lad 

‘  n.  ,!'P  ',ng)  tbua  qualified,  and  thus  educated,  he 

the  tapta'n  °f  th<f  Lord>s  hoft  i  who  yet  had 

ft’  eneuues  to  deal  with,  and  therefore  had 

’  °  “  m*n,of  courage  a"d  condud  to  be  over 

thum  \\  ell,  let  David’s  birth,  complexion,  employ- 

uiun,  education,  be  what  it  will,  never  fo  unlikely  in 
all  human  refpeds,  yet  this  David  is,  and  muft  be 
the  man  whom  the  Lord  will  honor  to  rule  his  peo- 
p  e,  to  fight  their  battles,  and  to  do  exploits.  In  this 
c  loice  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fet  by  whatever  is  tak¬ 
ing  with  men  :  “  he  feeth  not  as  man  ieeth,”  that  is, 
he  regards  not  men  for  their  natural  accompliftiments  : 
it  for  any  thing,  it  muft  be  (probably)  for  feme  ex- 
tellent  endowment  of  the  mind  ;  and  that  of  wifdom 
n  01  as  weighty  confideration  in  the  choice  of  a  prince, 
as  an)  other  :  but  this  is  no  inducement  or  motive  to 
>od  ;  “  he  refpeds  not  any  that  are  wife  in  heart 
i'1',1’  xxxv‘.'-  24.  and  if  he  did,  it  was  not  here  to  be 
..ad  David  had  no  prince-like  qualities  above  his 
brethren,  until  a!  to  wards  j  as  is  plainly  intimated  in 
thefe  words.  “  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon 
u:n  tiorn  that  day  forward,”  i  Sam.  xvi.  13. 

1  hen  for  Jeremy  : — The  Lord  ordains  him  to  be 
-•  piophet,  fets  him  over  nations  and  kingdoms,  com- 
m  1  (donates  him  to  root  out  and  pull  down,  to  build 
and  to  plant,  &c.  why  ?  what  had  Jeremy  done,  that 
tlic  Lord  (hould  call  hun  to  lo  imperial  a  work  ?  Sure, 
no  gicat  matter  ;  for  this  he  was  ordained  to  before 
he  was  born  ;  “  Before  1  formed  thee  in  the  belly,  I 
Knew  thee  ;  I  fanebfied  thee,  arid  ordained  thee  a 

prophet 
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nronhet it  al(o  appears  by  his  own  confeflion,  ho 
unmeet  he  was  for  fuch  a  work  ;  and  how  unwilling  ; 
“  I  rannot  {peak,  tor  I  am  a  child,”  Jcr.  1.  5,  °. 

Another  inftance  may  be  Cyrus  This  man  was 
decreed  to  a  great  and  noble  work.  It  was,  in  brief, 
to  deftroy  the  golden  monarchy  ;  to  break  in  pieces 

the  hammer  ^  f  f  1  '  1  a  1^ "  ,  1  „  \ 

pie  out  of  captivity,  and  to  build  h.s  temple  :  and 

fhis  was  prophefied  or  him  more  than  an  hundred 

years  before  Cyrus  was  born.  The  Lord  {files  him. 

his  anointed,  his  elect,  his  thepherd,  and  one  that 

fliould  “  perform  all  his  plealure  :  and  he  calls  h  m 

by  his  name  too  ;  which  is  twice  repeated,  as  a  thing 

to  be  remarked  :  and  to  enforce  it  the  more  he  acids 

a  note  of  narrower  obfervance  ;  “  I  have  called  thee, 

even  thee  by  name,”  Ifa.  xliv.  28.  and  xlv.  1,  2,  3,  4» 


'V  Wa^Cyrus  thus  chofen,  becaufe  he  would  be  a  pu~ 
iffant  prince  ?  or  did  the  Lord  make  him  puiflant  ant^ 
viftorious,  becaufe  appointed  to  luch  a  work  .  r.sar 
what  the  Lord  himieif  (who  beft  knows  the  ground 
of  his  own  deflation)  fays  of  him  :  “  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whofe  right  hand 
I  have  holden”  (that  is,  I  gave  him  flrength,  and 
taught  him  how  to  ufe  it),  “  I  will  loole  the  loins  ot 
kin^s,  and  open  to  him  the  two-leaved  gates  ;  I  will 
00  before  hint  1  will  break  in  pieces  the  gates  ot 
brafs,  and  cut  in  funder  the  bars  ot  iron,  &c.  Bui 
what  fliall  Cyrus  have  done,  that  the  great  God  mould 
do  him  this  honor  ?  he  did  not  fo  much  as  know  the 
Lord  ;  which  is  alfo  twice  repeated,  as  a  mattei  wor- 

thy  our  obtervation,  Ifa.  xlv.  x — 51 

Lqftty ,  Paul  ;  The  Lord  from  heaven  commil- 
fionates  him  his  preacher- general  among  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  ;  to  bear  his  name  before  Kings  ;  to  maul  and 
ranfack  the  devil’s  kingdom  ;  and  to  turn  the  world 
upfide-down  ;  witnefs  his  doings  at  F.pheius,  Athens, 

and  other  places.  And  this  he  was  called  to,  even 
'  *  while' 


So 
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while  in  the  heat  of  his  persecuting  fury  againft  that 
name,  which  he  is  now  (exit  to  preach  :  and  that' 
there  was  no  motive, on  Paul’s  part,  himfelf  is  wit- 
iivfs,  wheie  fpeakmg  of  that  his  call,  he  afenbes  it  to 
‘ picaluie  and  power  ot  God,  as  much  as  he  doth, 
has  natural  birth,  Gal.  i.  1,5.  The  original  of  all  which 
is  couched  in  that -word,  “  He  is  a  chofen  veffel  unto 
me,”  Adfo,  ix-.^  15,  • 

I  might  alfo  bringdn  the  dories  of  Sampfon,  Jofi- 
ah,  John  Baptift,  a  aid  others  to  the  fame  effeft  but 
that- Ume  wouid  fail*  Now  thefe  indances  may  not 

valued  as  hidorical  relations  only  •  (that  would  be 
\oo  narrow  a  meaning  for  them),  but  according  to  the 
feripture  way  of  inferring,  and  improving  to  fpiritual 
iilcs  ;  and*  fo  there  will  be  a  good  preparatory  proof  of 
the  bufinefs  in  hand  :  For  if  there  be  an  Election 
perfonal  unto  things  of  lefs  eminent  concernment  ; 
and  that  fo  long  before  feme  of  the  perfons  were  in  ■ 
being  ;  If  alfo,  there  be  an  abfolutenefs  in  God’s  de¬ 
crees  concerning  thefe  ;  how  much  more  in  matters 
of  eternal  weight  !  And  if  the  Lord  did  not  look 
out  of  himfelf  tor  the  moving  confederation  on  which 
he  leledled  thofe  perfons  to  their  leverai  honors,  and 
atchievements,  (and  if  he  had,  he  fnould  have  found 
none),  much  lefs  can  Eledtiqn  to  eternal  falvation,  and 
union  with  himfelf,  be  founded  in  the  creature. 
Doth  God  take  care  for  Oxen  ?  from  the  lefs  to  the 
greater  is  a  fcriptural  way  or  arguing,  and  proves 
ltrongly. 

I  come  now  to  a  more  diredt  and  pofiti.ve  proving 
the  propofition,  wherein  my  prefent  fcope  is  not  fo 
much  to  prove  that  there  is  an  Jfiedlion,  as  what 
this  Eiedtion  is  ;  viz.  how  it  is  qualified  and  circum- 
itanciatcd  :  and  this  re  1  pedis  the  objedls  or  Election* 
with  tlu  manner,  time,  and  motives  of  it.  And  yet, 
as  introdudlive  to  thefe,  it  may  be  expedient  to  touch 
on  the  other  ;  and  fo  (for  the  clearer  difeuffion  there¬ 
of)  I  cafl  the  propofition  into  fix  branches. 

I.  That 
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I.  That  there  is  an  Election  of  men  to  Salvation. 

II.  That  this  Election  is  abfolute. 

III.  That  it  is  perional. 

IV.  That  it  is  from  Eternity. 

V.  Thai  the  Eledt  were  chofeil  in  Chrift. 

VI.  That  Election  is  founded  upon  grace. 

Thefe  being  made  good  by  pofitire  feripture,  or 
arguments  taken  thence  ;  it  will  not  much  concern  us 
what  is  alledged  to  the  contrary  :  They  are  of  the 
deep  things  of  God,  and  difcoverable  only  by  ferip- 
ture  light  3  and  therefore  in  vain  are  they  brought  to 
any  other  touchftone  ;  for  who  hath  known  the  mind 
of  the  Lord*  or  can  $  but  as  himfeif  hath  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  reveal  it. 

I.  There  is  an  Election  of  Men  to  Salvation. 

That  is,  there  are  fome,  a  certain  remnant,  that 
fhall  be  faved  ;  and  this  by  virtue  of  Election. 

This  is  clearly  implied  in  thofe  noted  and  compen¬ 
dious  fentences,  veffels  of  mercy,  afore  prepared  unto 
glory,  Rom.  ix.  23.  The  Election  hath  obtained* 
Rom.  xi.  7.  The  Lord  added  to  the  church  l'uch  as 
fhould  be  faved,  Adts,  ii.  47.  And  as  many  as  were 
ordained  to  eternal  life,  believed*  Adts,  xiii.  48.  But 
more  expreffly  in  Rom.  xi.  5.  There  is  a  remnant  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Election  of  grace,  1  ThefT.  v.  9.  God 
hath  not  appointed  us  unto  wrath  ;  but  to  obtain  fal- 
Vation  :  And  2  Theff.  ii.  13.  God  hath  from  the 
beginning  chofen  you  to  falvation,  &c.  And  thefe  are 
called  the  Election,  or  party  of  Eledt  ones  ;  as  thofe 
circumcifed,  are  called  the  circumcifion  j  and  the  an¬ 
gels  that  flood,  are  diftinguifhed  from  thole  that  fell, 
by  the  title  of  Eledt.  They  are  alfo  Laid  to  be  cho- 
ien  veffels,  veffels  of  mercy  ;  as  thofe  that  are  left, 
veffels  of  wrath,  and  Tons  of  perdition  :  the  Lcrip-* 
ture  ftill  lets  them  forth  by  diftinguifhing  characters 

F  I.  As 
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1.  As  a  party  feparate  from  the  world;  I  (fays 
Chrift)  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  John  xv. 
* 9-  1  P™y  not  for  the.  world,  but  for  them  which 
thou  halt  given  me,  John  xvii.  9.  And  they  are  not 
of  the  world,  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world,  John 
xvii.  16.  Unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myftery 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  but  unto  them  without  all 
things  are  done  in  parables,  Mark  iv.  1 1.  Of  Jacob 
and  Efau,  (who  were  an  evident  type  of  this  repara¬ 
tion)  it  is  laid  to  Rcbekah,  “  two  nations  are  in  thy 
womb,  and  two  manner  of  people,”  Gen.  xxv.  2°. 
And  of  Jacob’s  Pofterity,  “  the  people  (hall  dwell  a- 
lone,  and  final]  not  be  reckoned  among  the  nations,” 
Numb,  xxiii.  9.  And  this  “  people  (fays  God)  have 
I  formed  for  myfelf,”  Ifa.  xliii.  21.  cc  Thefe'  are  the 
people  of  his  holinefs  ;  the.  reft  are  adverfaries,  chap, 
ixiii.  18.  2  Pet.  ii.  9. 

2.  As  men  of  another  race, or  kindred  ;  and  as  fpring- 
ing  from  another  root.  “  We  are  of  God,  and  the 
whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs,”  1  John,  v.  19.  (or 
in  that  wicked  one.  as  their  root  and  head  :)  *c  He 
that  is  of  God,  heareth  God’s  words  ;  ye  therefore 
hear  them  not,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  God,”  John,  vii. 
47.  The  one  party  are  laid  to  be  “  children  of  light,” 
the  other  of  the  night,  1  Theff.  v.  5.  the  one  of 
God,  the  other  of  the  world,  1  John,  iv.  4,  5,  6. 
the  one  is  from  above,  the  other  from  beneath  ; 
John,  vii.  23.  God  is  the  Father  of  the  one,  and  the 
dwil  of  tire  other,  chap.  viii.  41,  42,  44. 

3.  As  men  fubjeit  to  another  head.  “  We  tfre 
thine,”  fays  the  church  to  God  ;  <c  thou  never  bear- 
eft  rule  over  them,”  Ha.  Ixiii.  19.  “  all  that  the  Fa¬ 
ther  give l h  me  (faith  Chrift)  fhall  come  to  me,  John 
vi.  37.  my  fheep  hear  my  voice  ;  1  know  th^m,  and 
tl.ey  follow  me,  and  a  ftranger  they  will  not  follow,” 
John  x.  27.  and  thisy4  becaufe  one  is  therr  mafter,  even 
Chrift,”  Matt,  xxiii.  8.  of  others,  he  faith,  that 
“  they  will  not  come  unto  him,”  John,  v.  40.  The 

one 
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one  party  are  followers  of  the  Lamb,  the  other  of  the 
prince  of  darknefs,  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will. 

4.  As  belonging  to  another  world.  ‘c  The  good 
teed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom  IVTatth.  xiii. 
38.  and  they  are  diltinguiflied  from  the  children  of 
this  world,  as  a  party  u  accounted  worthy  to  obtain 
the  world  to  come,”  Luke  xx.  35.  and  accordingly 
we  find,  that  none  are  admitted  into  the  new  Jeruia- 
lem  but  “  whole  names  are  found  writ-ten  in  the  book 
of  life,  Lev.  xxi.  27*  and  whole  name  foever  was 
not  written  there,  was  caff  into  the  lake  of  fire,” 
chap.  xx.  15.  On  the  fame  account  judas  is  faid  to 
go  to  his  own  place,  Acts,  i.  25.  and  the  eled  into 
“  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them,”  Mat.  xxv. 

X  fir  ail  bring  but  one  only  argument  for  proof  of  this 
branch  (and  it  is  of  that  weight,  that  there  needs  not 
another,)  namely,  that  except  the  Lord  had  thus  re- 
ferved  a  remnant,  no  flefli  had  been  laved  :  the  whole 
world  would  have  been  as  Sodom,  Ifa.  i.  0. 

II.  Eledion  is  abfolute. 


T  .  >  t  I  , 

In  this  are  two  things  of  great  import,  irrevocable- 

nefs  and  independency.  The  decree  is  irrevocable  on 

C.od  s  part,  and  independent  as  to  human  performan- 

ics.  The  Lord  will  not  go  back  from  his  purpole  to 

lave  lus  people  ;  nor  fliall  their  unworthinels  or  averle- 

neis  make  void, or  hinder  his  mod  gracious  intendment. 

Ana  hence  thole  various  expreffions  of  the  fame  thinm 

namely,  predefhnate,  ordain,  prepare,  appoint,  have 

nothing  lubjoined  that  is  like  a  conditional.  There  is 

indeed  a  kind  of  conditions  (or  rather  qualifications) 

that  mutt,  and  always  do,  precede  the  final  compleat- 

ment  or  Eledion  •  as  “  repentance  towards  God,  and 

aith  towards  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrifl  :”  which  therc- 

ore  may  be  called  conditionals  of  falvation  ;  but  not 
io  to  Licet  ion. 

Eledion  is  the  great  fundamental  inftitute  of  the 
go;pe!  :  it  is  that  which  in  human  ftates  is  called  the 

flip  re  me 
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fupreme  law  ;  which  is  both  irreverfibk  in  itfelf,  and 
requires  that  all  inferior  adminiftrations  may  be  ac¬ 
commodated  thereto  :  fo  the  ia!  vat  ion  of  God’s  elcft 
being  the  higheft  law  of  the  heavenly  ftate  and  king¬ 
dom,  muft  on  the  fame  (and  firmer)  ground  remain 
inviolable.  It  is  that  for  which  all  things  el(e  have 
their  being  ;  the  plot  whereby  God  defigns  to  himfeif 
the  higheft  glory,  and  for  which  he  hath  been  at  fuch 
coft,  that  fhould  his  defignment  mifcarry,  the  whole 
creation  could  not  countervail  the  damage.  He 
could  not  therefore  (lor  God  cannot  deny  himfelf,)  I 
fay,  he  could  not  fo  contrive  the  grandeft  defign  of 
his  glory,  as  that  it  fhould  ever  need  to  be  revoked  or 
altered  :  nor  could  he  leave  it  obnoxious  to  dilap- 
pointment  ;  as  it  muft  have  been,  if  ventured  on  a 
created  bottom  :  yea,  it  behoved  him,  as  fupreme 
lawgiver,  fo  to  determine  and  fubjugate  all,  that  the 
great  end  of  all  might  remain  infruftrable.  And 
thus  any  prudent  founder  of  a  ftate  would  do,  if  the 
utmoft  of  his  fkill  and  power  would  extend  to  it :  but 
from  their  defedti vends  in  thefe,  the  beft  founded 
ftates  upon  earth  are  fubjedl  to  mutation  :  princes 
die,  and  their  thoughts  pen  (To  ;  their  minds  alter  and 
depart  from  their  firft  intendments  ;  fucceffors  drive 
a  contrary  intereft  ;  unlooked  for  accidents  entangle 
them  ;  foreign  enemies  encroach  upon  them,  and  ob- 
ftruft  their  work  :  or  the  people’s  own  tolly  may  be 
fuch,  as  to  marr  and  defeat  the  beft  laid  defigns  for 
their  own  good.  Human  affairs  arc  expofed  to  thou- 
fand  incidents,  which  human  prudence  can  neither  pre¬ 
vent  nor  provide  againft.  But  with  God  it  is  not  fo  : 
no  event  can  be  new  to  him  :  “  tie  declares  tne  end 
from  the  beginning,”  Ifi.  xlvi.  to.  his  judgment  and 
purpole  cannot  alter  ;  he  is  of  one  mind,  and  who  can 
turn  him  ?”  job,  xxiii.  13.  he  is  alfo  immortal,  and 
“  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  (land  fall  to  all  genera¬ 
tions,”  Pfa!.  xxxiii.  11.  no  creature  can  (eclude  it¬ 
felf  from  his  government  ;  In  his  hand  is  tne  foul 

of  every  living  thing,”  Pfalm  cxlv.  16.  yea,  the  moll 
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cafual  (to  us)  and  oppoflte  emergencies,  are  by  his 
power  and  wifdom  reducible  to  hi?  purpofe,  and  can¬ 
not  refift  their  being  made  fublervient  to  his  win. 
And  this  may  be  one  reafon  why  Election  is  to  often 
laid  to  be  “  from  the  beg  nmng,  and  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world,”  namely,  to  (hew  that  whatever 
fhould  be  in  time,  fhould  be  (ubordinate  to  Election, 
which  is  all  one  as  to  make  it  abfolute.  And  further, 
this  abfokitenefs  may  be  evinced  by  luch  arguments  as 
thefe. 

Arg.  I.  If  Election  were  not  abfolute,  it  would  be 
but  after  the  covenant  of  works  :  which  being  con¬ 
ditional,  how  foon  was  it  broken,  even  by  one  who 
had  power  to  keep  it  !  and  if  man  in  that  honor  chd 
not  abide  in  it,  how  fhould  he  now,  when  to  ftrong  a 
bias  is  grown  upon  his  heart,  that  he  runs  counter  ev¬ 
er  fince  ?  Gen.  vi.  5.  “  If  there  had  been  a  law  giv¬ 

en  that  could  have  given  life,  righteoufnefs  fhould  have 
been  by  the  law,”  Gal.  iii.  2.  which  fliews,  that  the 
new  covenant  does  more  for  us  than  the  old  ;  for  it 
giveth  life  ;  and  then  it  muft  give  the  performance  of 
the  condition  which  that  life  depends  upon  :  it  alfo 
fhews,  that  the  firft  covenant  did  not  give  life,  and  that 
it  failed  becaufe  it  was  conditional.  The  law  thews 
our  duty,  but  giveth  not  wherewith  to  perform  it  : 
the  new  covenant  doth  both,  by  writing  the  law  in 
the  heart.  All  under  the  covenant  of  works  are  with¬ 
out  God,  without  Chrift,  without  hope,  Eph.  li.  12. 
and  this,  becaufe  ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  grace, 
or  grace  of  election.  It  therefore  the  elect  fhal!  be  in 
a  better  condition  than  before,  their  EleCtion  muft  be 
abfolute  :  and  that  it  might  be  lo,  the  new  covenant 
was  made  with  Chrift  on  their  behalf  ;  and  is  “  that 
grace  given  us  in  him  before  the  world  began,  2  Tim. 
1.  9.  Titus,  i.  2. 

Arg.  II.  EleCtion  muft  be  abfolute  ;  becaufe  what¬ 
ever  can  be  fuppofed  the  condition  of  it,  is  a  part  of 
the  thing  itfelf  :  much  like  that  promife  of  God  to 
Abraham,  “  To  thy  feed  will^  give  this  land,”  Gen. 
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to'Jvc  AIS,',!hiCh  PTf  the  Lord  mtertakes  as  well 
anf”  ™  “  T  t0  that  land,  as  that 

next  head  ol  , hit  f  t  ac“rthng!y  we  find  that  the 
next  head  o  that  feed  was  born  by  virtue  of  the 

piomite  Gal.  iv.  23,  28.  fo  the  whole  courfe  and  fe- 

ofeled  !n fs  ^  ft??  t0  the  fit>al  accomplifhaient 

included  in  it,  and  afcertained  by  it  : 

itfelf  ha  Ms  uch  fi™nefs  and  fecurity,  as  if  the  end 

’  rnan,elv’  ademption  from  fin,  eft-dual  calling  and 
to  glory  (of  which  morc  fully  unSofc 

onftl^w  V  °  eemS  t0be  the  meaning  of  the 

Sw  7  '  makv  eternal  Hfe  '^elf  to  be  the 

;  he  < :: che  prrom,fe :  “ And  t,m  is  the  prolife 
C  he  hath  pm  mi  fed  us,  even  eternal  life,”  1  John, 


f,'T'  1  Jt  mu,ft  be  abfolute,  becaufe  by  fucli  an 
f";  'U  on,y  can  Nation  be  infured.  This  bottom 

nnr;!hthaid  f°.t  m  h,S  Prim:tive  :  he  was  made 
,J;V’  buf  h's  continuing  m  that  date,  depended 

upon  his  well  tiling  of  what  he  had,  without  any  ad- 
1  itional  help.  In  him  may  be  feen  the  utmoft  that 
created  grace  of  itfelf  can  do,  even  in  a  fiats  of  per¬ 
fection  ;  unto  which  being  left,  how  loon  did  he  de¬ 
generate,  and  come  to  ruin?  and  ail  his 'pofterity 
vvotnd  have  run  the  fame  courfe,  if  placed  in  his  fiead'- 
mmvc  know  they  have  done  (one  by  one),  notwith- 
■>r<id  iing-  ai_  t  ic  helps  which  zire  given  m  common, 
u-nro  men.  And  it  is  no  wonder,  fince  now  they  have 
J )  drong  a  bent  unto  evil,  which  Adam  had  not. 
aaniMi  there  be  any  advantage  call  in,  (which  ioroe 
t.  >  affirm,  and  call  it  the  new  covenant)  the  more  is 
our  dofirine  confirmed  :  for  the  more  helps  they  have" 
Jt  yet  they  fall  fhort  (as  they  do),  the  more  evident  it 
lf>  *-'ac  nothing  fhort  of  fuch  an  Election  will  fecure 
1  hem.  An  example  of  this  we  had  111  the  old  world  ; 
who,  hy  their  natural  ingeniofity,  and  long  lives  to 
impiove  it,  together  with  Noah’s  fixlcore  year’s 
pleaching,  and  the  S;vnit’s  firiving,  were  not  led  unto 
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God,  but  dill  grew  from  bad  to  worfe,  until  all  “  the 
imaginations  of  their  hearts  were  only  evil,  and  that 
continually,”  Gen.  vi.  8.  And  this  was  not  the  calc 
only  of  tome,  but  of  the  whole  race  univerially  : 
“  All  flefh  had  corrupted  his  way,”  chap.  vi.  12.  It 
is  true,  that  Noah  was  found  righteous  :  and  as  true 
it  is,  that  Eledion  was  it  that  made  him  fo.  Noah 
“  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,”  ver.  8.  in 
the  fame  lenfe  that  Paul  obtained  mercy,  1  Tim.  i. 
16.  viz.  by  mercy’s  obtaining,  or  taking  hold  of 
him.  It  may  alio  be  leen  in  the  people  of  Ilrael  ; 
who,  over  and  above  their  common  and  natural  grace, 
had  many  helps  and  additions  that  others  had  not  : 
“  the  Lord  dealt  not  fo  with  any  nation  as  with 
them,”  Pfal.  cxlvii.  19,  20.  and  yet  the  generality 
of  them  lo  bad,  that  they  juflified  their  fiber,  Sodom, 
Exek.  xvi.  51. 

The  firft  covenant  thus  failing,  luch  was  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  (forefeeing  it)  as  to  determine  on  a  lec- 
ond,  or  new  covenant  ;  by  which  he  would  fix  and 
fecure  a  remnant,  and  that  infallibly  :  and  henCe  it  is 
termed,  The  covenant  of  grace,  as  not  depending  at 
all  upon  works ;  and  this  is  that  grace  that  laves,  and 
“  reigns  to  eternal  life,”  Rom.  v.  21.  Ephef.  ii.  5,  8. 
And  thefe  are  the  “  lure  mercies  of  David,”  recorded 
in  the  Jvth  of  Ifaiah  :  it  is  the  ablolutenefs  of  it  that 
makes  it  a  better  covenant. 

Arg.  IV.  There  is  the  fame  reafon  for  the  abfo- 
lutenefs  of  men’s  election,  as  of  ChrifPs.  That  man, 
or  human  body,  which  the  fecond  perfon  was  to  al- 
fume  and  unite  to  himlclf,  was  not  ordained  to  that 
union  upon  any  condition  whatever  ;  as,  namely,  if 
lie  fhouid  fulfil  all  righteoufnds,  deftroy  the  devil, 
diffolve  his  works,  and  make  atonement  for  fin  :  for 
thefe  he  could  not  have  done  without  that  union  : 
and  that  his  ordination  thereunto  was  abfolute,  ap¬ 
pears  by  Heb.  x.  5.  c<  A  body  haft  thou  prepared 
me  and  Luke  i.  33,  “  That  holy  thing  which  (hall 
be  born  of  thee  fhall  be  called  the  Son  of  God,” 

Matth. 
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Matth.  1.  21.  “He  (hall  fave  his  people  from  their 
fins.”  In  which  places!  the  abfolutenefs  of  the  decree 
for  that  man’s  being  united  to  the  Son  of  God  is  ev¬ 
idently  fet  forth.  And  that  our  Eledion  (as  to  this 
cncumftance  ot  it)  holds  proportion  with  that  of 
Ciuift,  you  lhall  lee  more  fully  afterwards.  Take 
only  (at  prefent)  thofe  gracious  words,  which,  doubt- 
!els,  he  uttered  with  great  (afisfadion  to  himfelt  in 

tae  xviith  of  John,  ver.  21.  “  Thou  had  loved  them, 
as  thou  haft  loved  me.” 

Arg%  \  .  It  was  requifite  that  Eledion  fhould  be 
a ofolute,  becaufe  of  the  abfolutenefs  of  God’s  decree 
touching  the  death  oi  his  Son,  unto  which  he  was 
fore- ordained  unrepeaiably,  1.  Pet.  i.  20.  and  all  that 
he  laved  before  he  (offered,  were  (aved  on  the  credit 
oi  that  decree,  Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  The  fcripture  alfo 
fays  plainly,  that  he  was  “  the  Lamb  fiain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,”  Rev.  xiii.  8.  and  that  it 
was  not  poffible  that  cup  fhould  pafs  from  him,  Matth. 
xxvi.  39*  42.  And  if  it  be  a  thing  below  the  pru¬ 
dence  oi  men,  to  lay  down  the  price  without  fecuring 
the  purchafe  ;  then,  furely,  the  wifdom  of  God  could 
not  determine  the  death  of  his  Son  for  men’s  falva- 
tion,  and  yet  leave  the  falvation  of  thofe  very  men  at 
i.n  uncci tainty  :  which  it  muff  have  been,  if  their 
Eledion  were  not  abfolute.  '  1  " 

Jlrg.  VI.  Laftly ,  It  might  alfo  be  argued  from  the? 
nature  of  divine  promifes  ;  which  are  patterns,  or  de¬ 
clarative  copies  of  the  decree.  Now  the  promifes 
touching  fpiritual  bleffings  are  abfolute  :  they  are  of 
that  word  which  is  “  for  ever  fettled  in  heaven,’5 
Elaim  c^ix.  89,  See  the  promifes  of  (ending  Chrift 
to  be  a  Redeemer,  Gen.  iii.  13.  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to 
fandify,  and  lead  into  all  truth,  John  xvi.  13.  to 
ipnnkle  clean  water  upon  them  ;  to  give  them  a  new 
heart  ;  to  caufe  them  to  walk  in  his  (fatutes  ;  that 
he  will  be  their  God,  and  they  fhall  be  his  people, 
^nd  lhall  not  depart  (rom  him,  Jer.  xxiv.  7.  Exek. 
xxxvi,  26.  that  if  they  (in,  he  will  chaible  them  with 
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the  rod’s  of  men,  but  his  everlafting  kindnefs  he  will 
not  take  from  them,  Pfal.  lxxxix.  30 — 34.  and  that 
at  laft  he  will  prefent  them  faultleis  before  the  pief- 
ence  of  his  glory,”  Jude,  xxiv.  Ihefe  all,  with 
others  of  like  tenour,  are  delivered  in  pofitive  and 
ablolute  terms,  without  any  fhew  of  refervation,  pro- 
vifo,  or  condition.  *And  if  thefe  (which  are  t ran f- 
cripts  of  the  decree)  be  abfolute,  it  follows,  that  the 
decree  alfo  is  the  fame  :  and  on  this  ground  it  is  the 
apoflle  (lands,  when  he  challenged!  all  the  world  to 
nullify.  God’s  Election,  Rom.  viii.  33,  34-  which  he 
could  not  have  done,  had  not  Election  been  fovereign- 
}y  abfolute. 

III.  Election  is  perfonal  :  and, 

IV.  It  is  from  eternity. 

Thefe  two  I  put  together  in  proof,  becaufe  they 
are  frequently  joined  in  fcripture.  It  was  not  the 
whole  lumb  of  mankind  that  was  the  objeft  of  Elec¬ 
tion  ;  neither  was  Election  (as  fome  (peak)  a  decree 
to  eled  fuch  as  fhould  happen  to  be  thus  and  fo  qual¬ 
ified  :  but  certain  determinate  perfons  were  cholen 
by  name,  or  fingled  out  from  among  the  red,  and  or¬ 
dained  to  eternal  life.  Our  Saviour  (tiles  them  the 
“  men  that  were  given  him  out  of  the  world,”  John, 
xvii,  6.  and  they  were  given  him  by  name,  as  well 
as  number  ;  and  by  thole  names  he  knows  them, 
(chap.  x.  3 — 14.)  It  is  not  unworthy  our  deepeft 
attention,  how  the  Lord  takes  notice  of  the  names  of 
his  people  ;  as  intending  it  (doubtlefs)  a  fignal  token 
of  the  fpecial  regard  he  hath  to  their  perfons.  He 
therefore  tells  Mofes,  I  know  thee  by  thy  name,” 
Exod.  xxxiii.  17.  It  is  an  appropriating  of  them 
to  himfelf  :  Ila.  xliii.  1  “  I  have  called  thee  by  thy 
name,  thou  art  mine.”  Sometimes  alfo,  when  he 
calls  to  thofe  he  eminently  owns,  he  doubles  their 
name  by  repetition  :  thus  to  his  friend  Abraham, 
pen.  xxii.  11.  To  Mofes  his  fervant,  Exodus,  i:i.  4. 
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and  others.  But  I  find  no  inftance  of  his  fpeakin? 
fo  to  other  men  :  and  thele,  I  fuppofe,  are  recorded 
as  worthy  of  fpecial  remark  ;  and  that  it  is  no  light 
matter  (much  Ids  to  be  fcoffcd  at,  as  it  is  by  fome 
frothy  lpirits),  that  the  cleft  were  chofen  by  name, 
and  that  their  names  are  written  in  heaven.  And 
that  it  was  traniafted  from  eternity,  is  evident  from 
Join,  xv ii  jo,  24.  Ephet.  i.  4.  Rev.  xiii.  8.  and 
xvu.  o.  and  other  fcriptures. 

The  pei tonality  of  Election,  with  its  eternity ,  may 
be  evinced  by  luch  arguments  as  thele. 

A,Z'  I.  From  the  example  of  Chrift’s  Eledion.  Jt 
was  not  a t  perfon  uncertain  that  was  to  be  Lord  and 

’  but  tDe  fec°nd  perfon  in  human  nature  :  and 
tms  capacity  he  Curtained  from  everlafting,  Prov.  viii. 

^3  3  l  -  1  Pet-  i*  20.  Nor  was  it  any  body,  which 

he  might  affume,  but  the  very  fame  numerical  body 
tnat  was  prepared  for  him,  Heb.  x.  5.  Pfalm  xl.  7. 
^  And  this  very  perion  he  loved  before  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  woild,”  John,  xvii.  24.  It  is  worthy,  ob- 
fervation,  how  particular  the  decree  was.  even  in  things 
ciicumftantial,  to  our  Lord  Chnft  ;  as  that  he  fhould 
romc  of  Abraham’s  flock,  ot  Judah’s  tribe,  of  David’s 
lineage,  be  conceived  01  a  virgin,  born  at  Bethlehem; 
and  ttiis  when  the  fceptre  was  departing  from  Judah  ; 
that  he  fhould  be  buffeted,  fcourged,  (pit  upon,  hang¬ 
ed  on  a  tree,  ins  hands  and  his  feet  pierced  ;  that  gall 
and  vinegar  ihould  be  given  him  to  drink  ;  that  a 
bone  of  him  Ihould  not  be  broken  (even  while  on 
both  tides  ol  him  others  were)  ;  that  his  garments 
ihould  be  parted,  and  lots  cart  on  his  vefture  :  as  al¬ 
io  that  he  fhould  rife  again  the  third  day,  &c.  And 
that  thele  were  all  decreed,  appears  by  the  prophecies 
of  them  ;  which  are  the  decree  exemplified,  or  drawn 
out  of  the  regifler.  As  touching  his  re  fur  region,  it 
•s  laid  expreflly  in  Pfalm  ii.  7.  u  1  will  declare  the 
decree  :  ’  and  the  iarne  is  as  true  of  all  the  reft. 
Aik1,  ir  tae  Election  of  the  Head  was  perfonal,  and 
from  eternity  ;  why  not  theirs  that  ihould  make  up 

his 
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his  body,  lince  they  did  as  really  exifi:  then,  as  the 
human  nature  of  Chrift  did  ?  Befidcs,  it  was  very  a- 
greeable,  that  he  and  they  fhould  both  be  appointed 
together  :  for  he  could  not  be  an  Head,  but  with  rc- 
tpeft  to  a  body  :  and  that  they  were  expieffly  deter¬ 
mined  of,  appears  by  Pfalm  cxxxix.  16.  “  In  thy 
book  were  all  my  members  written,  when  as  yet  there 
was  none  of  them/’  If  you  fay,  that  was  meant  of 
David’s  members  ;  I  anfwer,  that  if  God  thought 
the  members  of  an  earthly  body  worthy  his  regiftcr- 
ing,  he  could  not  be  lefs  particular  and  exact  about 
the  myftical  body  of  his  Son  :  befides,  David  was 
his  type. 

Chrift  alfo  was  ordained  to  be  a  Saviour,  and  that 
by  his  death,  and  both  ‘c  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,”  i  Pet.  i.  20.  It  was  therefore  expedient 
then  alfo  to  be  determined,  how  many  and  who  in 
particular  fhould  have  falvation  by  him.  He  was 
not  to  die  for  himielf  :  but  for  thofe  whofe  ilcur  ty 
he  undertook.  Now  it  is  not  a  thing  proper  to  fpeak 
of  fecurity,  or  bail,  but  with  relpeft  to  a  debtor  or  of¬ 
fender  ^  and  that  debtor  or  offender  muff  be  known 
too,  and  named,  or  elfe  the  entering  of  the  bail  is  an 
infignificant  a£t  ;  eipecially,  where  the  furety  hath  no 
debt  or  default  of  ins  own  to  be  charged  with.  Our 
DoiCi  and  Saviour  did  not  make  his  foul  an  offering 
lor  iome-body’s  fins,  but  uncertain  whole.  A  iron 
knew  whole  trelpalles  he  offered  for  :  their  names 
were  graven  on  his  breaft-plate  :  not  their  national 
name  or  qualification  (namely,  Ifraelite,  or  believer \ 
but  their  perfonal  names,  Reuben,  Simeon,  Levi,  &c! 
So  had  our  great  High  Pried,  or  he  could  not  have 
made  atonement  for  us  :  and  that  place,  Rev.  xiii.  8. 
ooints  at  the  fame  time  for  both.  Thofe  words 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world”]  do  refer  *as 
well  to  the  writing  of  their  names  in  the  book  of  life, 
as  to  the  Lamb  s  being  flam  ;  as  is  evident  from  the 
oth  verfe  ot  the  17th  chapter,  where  deciphering  thofe 

who  wonder  after  the  bead,”  he  lays,  they  are 
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fuch  whole  “  names  were  not  written  in  the  book  of 
life,  [from  the  foundation  of  the  world,]”  as  were 
theirs  who  followed  the  Lamb,  and  whom  “  God 

had  from  the  beginning  chofen  to  (alvation,  2  Theff. 
ii.  13. 

Ar&'  The  defign  of  God,  in  the  death  of  Chrift, 
could  not  otherwife  be  fecured.  Had  the  defign 
been,  to  purchafe  falvation  for  believers,  without  af- 
certaining  the  perfons  that  fliould  believe  ;  it  had 
been  uncertain  whether  any  would  be  faved,  becaufe 
uncertain  whether  any  would  believe.  If  certain  that 
iome  would  believe  y  this  certainty  muff  be  decreed  : 
for  nothing  future  could  be  certain  otherwife.  And 
if  it  was  decreed  that  fome  fliould  believe  ;  the  indi¬ 
viduals  of  that  fome  muft  be  decreed  alfo  :  for  faith 
is  the  gift  of  God,  and  could  not  be  forefeen  in  any, 
but  whom  he  had  decreed  to  give  it  unto.  Which 
laid  together  are  a  good  demonftration,  that  thofe 
Chrift  fliould  die  for,  were  as  well  pre-ordained,  as 
that  he  fliould  die  for  them  ;  and  that  definitely,  and 
by  name. 

Arg.  III.  It  may  further  be  argued,  from  the  Fath¬ 
er’s  “  preparing  a  kingdom  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world,”  and  manfions  or  places  in  it.  To  prepare 
the  way  of  this  argument  ;  conlider  the  punctuality  of 
God’s  dilpofements  in  things  of  a  lower  concern  :  he 
did  not  create  the  earth  in  vain  (that  is,  to  Hand  emp¬ 
ty  and  void,  as  at  its  firft  formation)  ;  nor  the  fevera] 
quarters  thereof  to  be  inhabited  indefinitely,  by  fome 
nation  or  other,  who  fliould  happen  to  get  pofiefTion 
of  them  :  but  “  he  divided  to  the  nations  their  in¬ 
heritance,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation,”  Deut. 
xxxii.  8.  Ads,  xvii.  26.  Mount  Seir  was  given  to 
Efau,  and  Ar  to  the  children  of  Lot,  (chap,  ii.  5,  9.) 
each  nation  had  its  limits  flaked  out,  and  this  from 
the  days  of  old.  And  if  we  may  diflinguifli  of  ads  in 
God,  and  of  time  in  eternity  ;  his  purpofe  to  form 
and  bring  forth  thofe  nations,  mult  needs  be  as  early 
to  create  and  furnifh  thofe  parts  of  the  world  which 
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they  fhould  inhabit.  Now,  earthly  fettlements  being 
of  trivial  moment  to  the  heavenly  manfions  :  it  fee  ms 
a  good  confequent,  that  if  yet  particular  nations  were 
fore-appointed  for  particular  provinces  on  earth  > 
much  more  fhould  particular  perfons  be  defigned  for 
thofe  particular  manfions  in  heaven  :  and  if  either  weie 
appointed  firft,  it  muft  be  the  perion:  for,  “  the  Sab¬ 
bath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for.  the  Sab¬ 
bath.”  Heaven  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 

world  ;  but  Eledlion  was  befpre. 

The  domeftics  of  God’s  houfe,  or  place  of  glory, 
are  a  facred  ilate  or  order  of  kings  and  priefts  ;  and 
each  individual  perfon  hath  his  place  or  apartment 
let  out  for  him.  Thofe  glorious  places  were  not  pre¬ 
pared  for  believers  indefihitely  ;  but  for  certain  de¬ 
terminate  perfons  particularly  :  the  twelve  apoftles 
fhall  have  their  twelve  thrones,  and  each  one  his  own. 
This  is  evident  by  our  Saviour’s  anfwer  to  the  mother 
of  Zebedcc’s  children  :  “  To  fit  on  my  right  hand, 
and  on  my  left,  is  not  mine  to  give  ;  but  it  fhall  be 
given  to  them  (or  whom  it  is  prepared  of  my  Fath¬ 
er,”  Matth.  xx.  23.  If  for  believer’s  indefinitely, 
why  not  for  thefe  two  brethren,  efpecially  fince  they 
firft  made  requeft  for  them  ?  The  truth  is,  thole  pla¬ 
ces  were  not  now  to  be  diipofcd  of ;  it  was  determin¬ 
ed  who  fhould  have  them  !ong  before,  even  “  fiom 
the  foundation  of  the  world,”  chap.  xxv.  34.  The 
fcope  of  this  anfwer,  was  not  to  fhew  that  the  places 
requefted  for,  i\ere  prepared  for  believers  indefinitely 
(for  thefe  were  believers  who  made  requeft  for  them) ; 
but  that  they  were  appointed  for  certain  particular 
perfons,  and  they  muft  have  them.  Much  might  be 
added,  in  confirmation  hereof :  but  by  thefe  (1  hope) 
it  is  clear,  that  Election  is  perfonal,  and  from  eternity. 

V.  Election  is  in  Chrift  :  or,  the  Eleft  were 
c  ho  fen  in  Chrift. 

It  was  requifite,  the  new  covenant  fhould  have  an 
Head  and  Mediator,  as  well  as  the  old  ;  that  right- 
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eoufnefs  and  life  might  flow  from  him  into  all  the 
i-ed  feed,  as  fin  and  death  had  done  from  AH  T 

^rtate^pf  by 'teife,Were  Chofen,  Unf0>  ,the7  are  rSe 

root  m  whom  all  fulnefs  dwellT:  rSonly  the  ’foulr 
.dation  on  which  the  church  is  built  •  but  th^o"k 

enlv  temnt  S  ^  the , fpiritual  rnateria3s  of  the  heav- 
enh  temple  •  even  the  cement  that  holds  one  mn- 

;  w  rt!6  w himfelf  5  and  tiiis’b>: 

tiiere  is  a  decretive  union  before  the  adnH  ^and^fe 

X  d  ^  the  °U;Cf  int°  bein§  >  and  that  as  re! 

ad},  as  the  determined  death  of  Chrift  did  the  falva- 

t. on  Oi  tnole  who  died  before  him.  Though  Chrift 

d°C  \  T  e  of  Eleaion  i  he  is  die  gland 
,  "ns>  ^  wh°m  we  obtain  the  blefiednefs  we^were 
cnolen  unto;  by  him  it  is,  that  “  we  have  accefs  unto 
tha  grace  wherein  we  Hand,”  Rom.  v.  2.  And  we 
.  fliall  had,  that  the  epiftles  generally,  when  they  fneaIc 
or  the  great  things  relating  tofalvation  ;  do  ftifl  brin^ 
m  Chrift  as  the  perfon  principally  concerned  about  n 
Sa.vation  (indeed)  is  a  gift,  it  is  perfectly  free  ;  yet  not 
>  ->e  lac ,  but  in  Chrift  :  «  It  comes  upon  us  through 
las  rig.iteoulnels  :  as  by  one  man’s  difobedience  many 
were  made  finners  ;  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one 
(I  y  means  ot  their  oneneis  with  him)  fliall  many  be 
nnde  righteous,”  Rom.  v.  ,8,  19.'  Mankind  \bi 
ne.r  apo  lacy  ,n  Adam)  had  deflroyed  in  themfe 

C  w  E  °  la!  '’?n"c,Pl2>  which  would  have  led 
them  o  God,  as  their  life  and  bleffednefs  :  and  had 

(will, a,)  conlraded  luch  an  enmity  againft  him,  and 

repugnancy  to  all  overtures  for  returning  to  him  - 

(and  this  gulph  was  fo  fixed)  as  would  forever  have 

Kept  God  and  us  aiunder,  had  not  that  blefftd  proied 

ot  c holing  ,n  Chrift  been  let  on  foot  to  diftblve  it' 

It  could  not  be  done  by  any  created  power;  nor 

couid  creatures  fo  much  as  propound  a  wav  for  it  •„ 

and 
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and  it  they  could,  who  durft  fo  harden  himfelf,  as  to 
mention  the  thino,  which  only  could  do  it  ?  but,  the 
great  God  blefled  forever,  he  finds  out  a  way  tor  it : 
and  the  fame  love  that  ordained  to  eternal  life,  would 
alfo  put  it  in  fuch  a  way,  as  Ihould  furely  take  effect. 
And  to  this  end,  (namely,  that  thofe  ordained  to  lal- 
vation,  might  be  both  rightfully  intitled  thereto,  and 
fucceffively  brought  into  it)  they  were  put  into  Chrift 
by  Election  :  he  was  the  chief  and  eminent  Eledt 
one  :  the  firft- born  and  prince  of  the  family;  and  all 
the  Eled  befides  were  given  to  him,  as  younger  bre¬ 
thren,  to  be  maintained  upon  his  inheritance.  It  is 
plain  to  him  that  reads,  that  the  whole  of  falvation 
was  laid  upon  Chrift  ;  that  he  bears  .up  the  pillars  of 
it  ;  and  that  all  fhoulders  elie  had  been  too  weak  :  he 
is  both  the  means  and  centre,  by  whom,  and  in  whom, 
God  will  have  all  things  gathered  together  in  one  : 
He  was  made  “  God  with  us,”  that  we  might  be 
made  one  in  God  y  as  appears  by  the  fcope  of  his 
prayer  in  the  iyth  of  John.  In  him  the  Father  is 
welhpleafed  ;  and  out  of  him  there  is  nothing  pie  aid¬ 
ing  to  God,  or  eternally  good  for  men  :  We  are  there¬ 
fore  faid  to  be  chofen  in  him,  Eph.  i.  4.  to  be  call¬ 
ed  in’ him,  Phil.  iii.  14.  to  be  created  in  him,  Eph. 
ii.  10.  to  be  preferved  in  him,  Jude  2.  and  in 
him  to  be  blefled  with  all  Ipiritual  bleffings,  Eph.  i. 
4.  Bleffings  in  themfelves  would  not  be  fo  to  us,  it 
not  in  Chrift  ;  and  being  in  him,  all  things  are  turned 
into  bleffings  to  us  :  for,  now,  nothing  can  come  at 
us,  but  as  coming  through  him  :  and  whatever  fo 
comes,  is  tinctured  by  his  divine  excellence,  and  made 
propitious  to  us:  And  hereby  it  is,  that  the  things  we 
were  chofen  unto,  is  effeftually  and  infallibly  provid¬ 
ed  for.  There  be  divers  good  realons  and  ends  for 
God’s  choofing  the  ele<ft  in  Chrift  ;  As 

Arg.  I.  That  by  bringing  in  man’s  reftoration 
this  way,  he  might  (as  it  were)  baffle  his  great  adver- 
fary,  and  out-fhoot  him  in  his  own  bow  :  and  it  well 
became  the  wildom  and  grace  of  God,  thus  to  do. 

The 
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The  de\il  thought,  by  poifomng  the  root,  to  vitiate 
and  ruin  the  whole  flock  and  progeny,  and  he  failed 
not  of  his  defign.  The  Lord  would  therefore  retrieve 
that  ruin,  by  putting  his  Eleft  into  an  head  uncapa- 
Mc  of  degeneracy  ;  and  not  only  recover  them,  but 
bring  them  into  a  better  eftate  than  they  had  loft  ; 
lie  would  fet  t?p  a  man  that  (hould  be  too  hard  for 
the  devil ;  and  be  able,  both  to  deftroy  him,  and  di(- 
folve  his  works,  and  he  hath  accordingly  done  it.  In 
which  method  of  man’s  recovery,  is  a  great  anlwera- 
blenels  to  the  method  of  his  ruin  :  and  it  is  a  thing 
the  Lord  would  have  us  to  mind,  as  appears  by  the 
parallel  before- mentioned,  Rom.  iii.  12.— 21. 

Ayg.  IL  That  by  (hewing  us  his  righteoufnefs  in 
the  way  and  manner  of  our  recovery  ;  we  might  the 
more  readily  fubfcribe  to  his  righteoufnefs  in  the  im¬ 
putation  ot  Adam’s  iin  :  For,  without  a  fight  and 
knowledge  of  the  one,  we  cannot  without  any  heart- 
inels  fubrmt  to  the  other.  Hence,  fome  (in  their 
too- bold  argumgs  againft  eleftion)  have  alledged,  that 
what  Adam  did,  was  without  their  confent  :  but  wili 
they  abide  by  this  allegation  ?  in  the  matter  of  A- 
chan,  each  (ingle  perfon  flood  in  the  place  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  fo  on  the  trefpafs  of  one,  wrath 
came  upon  all  :  yet  had  not  that  confident  people 
the  hardinefs  to  plead,  that  Achan’s  aft  concerned 
not  them  :  they  did  not  confent  to  it  :  but  let  them 
r.ke  heed,  left  while  they  thus  excufe  themfclves 
bom  Adam’s  fin,  they  do  not,  by  parity  of  reafon,  le- 
c.-ude  them  (elves  from  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  : 
1i»k  e  the  letting  up,  the  fecond  Adam,  was  as  much 
Without  their  confent  as  the  firfe. 

Arg.  III.  If  the  Eieft  had  not  been  in  Chrift,  the  fat- 
icaftion  he  undertook  (or  tinners  could  not  have  availed 
them.  As  Adam’s  lin  could  not  have  been  ours,  if  not 
*n  him  ;  fo  neither  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  if  not  in 
him.  Divine  juftice  could  not  have  punifhed  him 
for  us,  nor  abfolved  us  through  him  ;  we  could  not 
have  been  juftified  and  reconciled  by  the  blood  of  his 
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crofs,  had  not  he  fuftained  our  perfons,  and  flood  in 
ouy  ftead  :  another's  adl  cannot  be  mine,  either  in 

profit  or  lofs,  if  there  be  not  a  legal  onenels  between 

us.  fLrjr 

.  ■* 

Slrg.  IV.  If  not  in  Chrift,  we  could  not  hdlVe  been 

falsified.  The  lump  was  fandlified;  itvthe  firft 
fruits  j  and  fo  is  the  church  in  Chril?,4  i  Cor.  i.  2. 
The  wild-olive-nature  could  not  be  (upprefled  and 
changed,  but  by  grafting  into  the  true  :  “  For  if  the 
firfl  fruit  be  holy,  the  lump  is  alfo  holy  :  and  if  the 
root  be  holy,  fo  are  the  branches.”  Rom.  xi.  16.  A 
man  cannot  be  naturally  born,  but  frdm  Adam,  as  Iris 
natural  head  ;  and  as  impoflible  it  is  to  be  born  again, 
without  a  like  relative  union  to  Chrift  as  our  fpi ritual 
Head.  There  is  no  being  a  new  creature,  but  by 
being  in  Chrift  :  “  They  that  are  joined  unto  the 
Lord  (and  they  only),  are  one  lpirit  with  him,”  1 
Cor.  vi.  17.  2  Cor.  v.  17.  The  branch  mud  be  in 
the  vine,  before  its  fap  can  be  derived  into  it  :  he  that 
fandlifieth,  and  they  that  be  fandlified,  mud  be  one. 
There  mud  be  a  contadl  (a  touching  of  him),  before 
this  virtue  can  come  from  him  :  for  the  promifes  be¬ 
ing  all  made  to  Chrift,  Gal.  hi.  16.  cannot  defeend  to 
us,  but  as  being  in  him  ;  it  is  that  makes  us  heirs  of 
promile  :  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  whom  all  promiles  are 
virtually  contained,  “  is  filed  upon  us  through  le^'  w 
Chrift,”  Tit.  iii.  10.  S  J 

•  ^g'rYc-  By  chooftng  in  Chrift,  falva- 

tum  ltleif  is  invincibly  fecured  ;  and  could  not  othcr- 

wile  be.  The  firft  Adam  had  but  a  conditional  life  > 
u  i.epended  on  his  own  perfonal  obedience,  and  there- 
ore  lubjedt  to  lofing  i  and  had  he  kept  it,  he  could 
have  derived  to  us  but  the  lame  that  himfelf  had  , 
which  ftil  Irnuft  have  been  a  mutable  ftate  (for  this 
Adam,  while  a  public  perfon,  and  as  ltlch  could  not 
be  aid  to  be  m  Chrift ;  if  he  had,  he  Ihould  not  have 

:  but.  ,hS,  (f'cond  hath  life  in  himfelf : 

•  For  as  the  bather  hath  life  in  himfelf,  lb  hadr  he 
given  to  the  Son  rb  have  life  in  himfelf,”  John,  v.  26. 

0  and  ’ 
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and  that  abfolute’y  :  he  is  the  cc  prince  of  life,”  Afis, 
iii.  15.  and  impl  intation  into  him  infpires  his  branch¬ 
es  with  his  own  life.  And  44  the  law  of  that  ipirit  of 
life  in  him,  makes  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,” 
Rom.  viii.  2.  “  He  that  thus  hath  the  Son,  hath 

life,”  1  John,  v.  12.  46  and  (hall  have  it  more  abun¬ 
dantly,”  John,  x.  10.  4C  Becaufe  he  lives,  they  fnali 
live  alio,”  chap.  xiv.  19.  It  is  a  bottom  that  cannot 
mifcarry  :  as  they  are  fa.n6tifi.ed  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  fo  in 
him  they  are  preferved,  Jude,  1.  To  this  end,  “  it 
plealcd  the  Father,  that  in  him  all  fulnefs  fliould 
dwell,”  Col.  i.  19.  and  to  put  thofe  he  would  five 
into  him  as  their  Head  ;  that  being  inceffantly  influ¬ 
enced  from  an  immortal  root,  they  might  effe&ually 
be  kept  from  withering  and  hilling  off :  and  grow  up 
to  that  (late  and  glory  they  were  deiigned  fur  by  E- 
ledtion.  This  is  the  grand  record,  and  ground  of  our 
iafety,  “  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life  ;  and 
this  life  is  in  his  Son,”  1  John,  v.  ir. 

Having  gone  theie  fteps  towards  the  compafs  and 
extent  of  Eiedlion  ;  it  concerns  us  to  know,  where 
this  broad  river  hath  its  head  ;  what  rock  it  is,  that 
this  immenfe  fabric  is  built  upon  ;  left  we  give  the 
honor  of  it  to  another  ;  or  endanger  ourfelves  by  fet¬ 
tling  on  a  wrong  foundation  :  to  fhew  which  is  the 
icope  of  the  laft  particular  under  this  general  head  : 
namely, 

VI.  That  Election  is  founded  upon  grace  :  or,  the 
good  plealure  of  God's  wilt  is  the  only  original 
caufe  and  motive  of  Election. 

Eleftion  is  a  44  promotion  that  cometh  neither 
from  the  eaft,  nor  from  the  weft,  or  fourh,”  but 
from  God  ;  who,  as  lie  puts  down  one,  and  fets  up 
another  :  fo  fome  he  choofeth,  and  others  he  pafletli 
by,  as  fee  met  h  him  good  ;  and  none  can  fay  to  him, 
.What  doeft  thou  ?  or,  why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  ? 

for  Election,  as  it  always  fuppofeth  a  greater  number 

out 
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out  of  which  the  choice  is  made,  fo  an  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er  in  him  that  choofeth,  to  choofe  whom  he  will, 
without  giving  account  to  any  for  what  he  doth.  But 
the  ground  or  motive  of  divine  Election  is  Very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  manner  of  men  :  for  they  commonly 
pitch  upon  things  for  fome  natural  aptnefs  of  them 
for  their  works  :  they  will  not  take  a  knotty,  crofT- 
grained,  or  winch fhaken  piece  of  timber,  to  make  a 
pillar  of  ftate  :  but  the  Lord  pitches  upon  fuch  (and 
fuch  to  choofe),  the  poor,  bale,  weak,  foolifh  things 
of  the  world  ;  the  worft  of  men,  and  chief  of  finners : 
the  inftances  of  Paul,  Manafleh,  Mary  Magdalen, 
and  others,  make  it  evident  :  and  of  thefe  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  make  lively  images  of  his  Son,  and  pillars  for 
the  houfe  of  God,  (columns  of  ftate  indeed  !)  where¬ 
on  to  write  his  own  name  ;  to  manifeft  thereby  his 
fovereignty,  holinefs,  wifdorh,  power,  righteoufnefs, 
and  free  grace  to  eternity. 

The  Lord’s  way  and  method  in  bringing  his  fons 
to  glory,  is  the  beft  demonftration  of  the  right  order 
of  caules.:  for  though  there  be  a  concurrence  of  ma¬ 
ny  things,  as  caules  and  effects,  one  of  another;  yet,  if 
obferved  in  their  order,  they  will  (till  lead  us  up  to 
the  good  pleafure  of  God,  as  firft  and  fupreme,  and 
perfectly  independent.  And  this  I  term  the  only  orig¬ 
inal  caufe  ofEledlion,  to  fhut  out  all  works  and  wortli- 
inefs  of  men,  from  being  any  way  cafual,  influential, 
or  motive  thereto  ;  and  fo  from  fharing  in  the  glory 
of  God’s  grace,  which  he  is  very  jealous  of,  and  will 
not  impart  to  any.  The  New  Teftament  current: 
runs  evidently  this  way,  making  the  whole  of  falva- 
tion,  both  means  and  end,  to  depend  expreflly  on  the 
divine  will.  “  It  is  your  Father's  good  plealure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom,”  Luke  xii.  32.  “  Thou  haft 
hid  thefe  things  from  the  wile,  and  revealed  them  to 
babes  ;  for  fo  it  fcemed  good  in  thy  light,”  chao  x 
21.  “A  remnant  according  to  thf  Eledioi’  of 
grace,”  Rom.  xi.  5.  “  Predeftinate  to  the  adoption 
¥  children  ,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will”. 

Epheft 
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i^nel.  i.  5..  Redemption  alio,  and  forgivenefs  of 
iins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace  ”Eph  i  7 
(the  tame  grace  that  elected)  ;  the  making  known* 
the  my  fiery  of  his  will  :  this  alio  is  according  to  that 
Jrjs  good  plealure]  “  which  he  hath  purpofed  in 
himtelf,  ver.  9.  Yea,  all  the  operations  of  God, 
whetner  for  us,  upon  us,  or  by  us,  they  all  have  their 
nie  nom  the  fame  ipring,  and  are  carried  by  the  fame 
rule  :  “  He  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of 
his  own  will,”  ver.  n.  And  for  the  Old  Tefta- 
inent,  you  have  it  iufficiently  exemplified  there  in  the 
in  Lances  before  given,  and  efpecially  touching  the 
ground  of  God’s  love  to  the  people  of  Ifrael  (who,  in 
rhat  refpedl,  were  the  archetype  of  the  fpiritual  elec- 
tion)  ;  namely,  that  his  own  good  pleafure”  was  the 
only  cauie  of  his  choofing  them  above  other  nations  ; 
u  He  loved  them,  becaufe  he  loved  them,”  Deut.  vii! 
8.  and  ix.  4*  and  x.  1  And,  which  is  yet  more, 
election  of  Chrilf  himlelf  was  of  grace  :  “  It 
pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  (the  man  fefus)  fhould 
all  fulnefs  dwell,”  Col.  i.  19. 

And  good  reafons  there  are,  why  Eiedlion  fhould  be 
founded  upon  grace  ;  and  why  it  could  not,  with  re- 
lpe^t  either  to  God  s  glory,  or  the  elebVs  fecurity,  be 
founded  otherwife.  And, 

Jrv.l.  Is  from  the  fovereignty  of  God;  whole 
will  being  the  fupreme  law,  admits  not  a  co-ordinacy, 
much  Ids  will  it  (find  with  fovereign  power  to  be 
regulated  by  the  will  of  another.  That  would  be  a 
contradiction  to  Sovereignty  ;  for  that  which  re°u- 
la^es.  muff  be  fupcrior  to  that  which  is  regulated  by 
ii.  Sovereign  princes  (to  fhew  their  prerogative)  af- 
lirrn  their  adts  of  grace  to  be  of  their  own  meer  mo¬ 
tion  :  and  their  grants  arc  reputed  the  more  authen¬ 
tic,  being  lo  exprefl'ed.  T  he  like  we  find  in  feripture 
frequently  afcribed  to  God  ;  that  “  he  will  have  mer¬ 
cy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,”  Rom.  ix.  18.  that 
“  lie  worketh  ail  things”  (not  by  motives  from  with¬ 
out,  but)  “  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will,”  Eplief. 
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s.  ii.  that  “  it  is  not  of  man’s  willing  or  running  ; 
but  of  God  who  lhcwelh  mercy,”  Rom.  ix.  16.  and, 
indeed,  his  own  meer  motion  was  both  a  nobler  and 
firmer  confideration  than  any  defert  on  the  creature’s 
part.  When  the  world  had  been  drowned  for  their 
obdurate  impenitency,  the  few  that  remained  were  as 
bad  as  before  ;  and  thole  that  Ihould  come  after,  the 
law  forefaw  would  be  the  fame.  One  would  think, 
now  the  natural  rcfult  of  this  experiment  Ihould  be, 
“  I  will  utterly  cut  them  off,  and  be  troubled  with 
them  no  more  but  the  Lord’s  thoughts  are  not  as 
our  thoughts  ;  he  argues  and  concludes  in  another 
mode  :  “  I  will  not  again  any  more  curfe  the  ground 
for  man’s  fake.”  And  he  is  pleafed  to  give  the  fame 
reafon  here  why  he  will  not,  as  before  why  he  would  ; 
as  is  feen  by  comparing  Gen.  vi.  5,  and  7.  with  chap, 
viii.  21.  See  alfo  the  infiance  ol  God’s  dealing  with 
Ephraim  ;  he  was  wroth  with  him,  and  irnote  him  I 
and  Ephraim,  fo  far  from  relenting,  that  “  he  went  on 
frowardly,”  (that  is,  ftubbornly,  as  refolved  in  his 
courfe)  ;  “  I  hid  me  (fays  the  Lord),  and  was  wroth,” 
I  fa.  lvii.  16.  this,  one  would  think,  if  Ephraim  had 
•had  in  him  but  a  fpark  of  ingenuity,  or  love  to  him- 
ielf,  fhould  have  moved  him  to  alter  his  courfe  ;  but 
tvhat  cares  Ephraim  !  he  ftiil  kept  the  fame  way  ; 
and  it  was  the  way  of  his  heart  :  not  an  inconfidcrate 
pet,  or  fudden  temptation,  but  natural  and  fixed  : 
all  which  the  Lord  fees  and  confiders,  and  having  laid 
all  together,  refolves  to  heal  him,  and  “  reftore  ‘com¬ 
forts  to  him,”  Ila.  lvii.  iS.  On  the  other  hand, 
thofe  good  louls  “  who  feared  the  Lord,  and  obeyed 
the  voice  of  his  fervants,  they  yet  walked  in  darknds 
and  had  no  light,”  Ila.  1.  10.  Ye  may  be  lure,  they 
would  gladly  have  unclerfiood  their  condition  (name¬ 
ly,  that  they  were  fuch  as  feared  the  Lord”)  :  their 
will  could  not  be  wanting  to  a  thing  io  greatly  im¬ 
porting  their  comfort  ;  nor  were  they  idle  in  l'eekin<*- 
tor  it  ;  they  walked,  though  in  the  dark,  but  could 
not  walk  themlelves  out  of  it  ;  they  are  fill!  as  they 

were. 
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were,  they  had  no  light.  By  thefe  different  exam¬ 
ples  it  is  evident,  that  the  Sovereignty  of  God  ftill 
keeps  the  throne,  and  his  difpenfments  of  mercy, 
whether  in  purpofe  or  in  aft,  are  not  governed  by 
the  wills  of  men  :  they  are  things  too  low  to  be 
counfellors  to  God.  And  if  it  be  thus  in  things  of  a 
lower  concernment,  much  more  in  that  great  bufinefs 
of  eternal  Eleftion,  which  is  the  fyblimeft  aft  of  fov- 
ereign  power  :  for  non-eleftion  is  not  a  punilhment, 
but  the  withholding  of  a  free  favour,  which  God,  as  a 
iovereign  Lord,  may  juftly  deny  to  one  {inner,  while 
he  gives  it  to  another.  And  yet  this  hinders  not,  but 
that  every  man,  at  lath,  ihall  be  judged  according  to 
his  works. 

Arg.  II.  Eleftion  muff  be  founded  only  upon, 
grace,  becaufe  grace  and  works  are  inconiiftent  in  the 
caufe  of  lalvation.  The  fcripture  is  very  cautious  of 
admitting  any  thing  as  a  concomitant  with  grace  in 
this  matter  ;  yea,  although  it  be  a  thing  that  doth 
always  accompany  grace,  and  that  without  which  a 
man  cannot  be  faved.  The  apoftie  puts  them  in  op¬ 
position,  and  is  very  intent  upon  the  argument,  as  a 
thing  of  great  moment,  in  Romans  xi.  where,  firft, 
he  fhews,  that  amidft  that  general  defection  of  the 
Jewifh  nation,  there  ftill  was  a  remnant  whom  God 
had  referved  ;  thefe  he  terms,  tc  the  foreknown,” 
verfe  2.  and  in  the  7th  verfe  he  calls  them  plainly,  “  the 
Eleftion  and  then,  left  any  fhould  aferibe  it  to  a 
falfe  caufe  (as  in  that  parallel  cafe  he  reiembles  it  to), 
iiamely,  that  “  they  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,”, 
but  ftupk  {0  the  true  religion,  when  others  fell  off; 
he  tells  us,  no  •  their  Eleftion  was  founded  upon  grace: 
and  as  for  works,  they  had  no  place  in  the  cafuality  of 
it.  By  grace,  he  means  the  free  favour  of  God,  who 
is  not  moved  by  any  thing  without  himfelf ;  but  what 
he  does  he  does  freely,  without  refpeft  to  men’s  de¬ 
fer  t  :  nay,  their  undefett  rather,  is  an  expedient  con- 
fide  rat  ion  in  this  aft  of  grace.  By  works,  I  under¬ 
hand  all  that  felf  righteoulnefs,  geednefs,  conformity 
. .  *  -  V  '**  ‘  -  V  v  to  ; 
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to  the  law,  or  whatever  elfe  is  performable  by  men. 
Thefe  (namely,  grace  and  works)  he  proves  as  inccn- 
fiftent  as  contraries  can  be  ;  and  that  the  lead  mix¬ 
ture  would  vary  the  kind  :  it  but  a  fcruple  of  works 
be  taken  in,  grace  is  no  more  grace  ;  for,  “to  him 
that  worketh,  is  the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace, 
but  of  debt,”  Rom.  iv.  4.  Grace  and  faith  are  well 
agreed  ;  thefe  both  have  the  fame  lcope  and  end  : 
but  grace  and  works  have  always  clafhed  :  the  fetting 
up  of  the  one,  is  the  diipofing  of  the  other  :  either 
the  ark  mult  be  out,  or  dagon  down  ;  one  temple 
cannot  hold  them  both.  To  the  lame  effcCt  is  the 
drift  of  that  difeourfe  in  Gal.  v.  It  appears  from 
Afts,  xv.  1.  that  fome  there  were  who  taught  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  circumcifion  ;  as  without  which  they  could 
not  be  fived  :  feemingly  willing  they  were  to  admit 
of  Chrift,  fo  they  might  join  circumcifion  with  him, 
and  keeping  the'  law  of  Mofes  :  but  this  dangerous 
daubing  with  things  unmixable,  our  holy  apoftle 
couid  not  brook  ;  both  as  reflecting  on  the  honor  of 
his  Mafter,  and  undermining  their  only  foundation  ; 
and  therefore  to  keep  them  from,  or  bring  them  off 
that  perilous  quick-fand,  he  tells  them  expreflly,  thefe 
two  cannot  ftand  together  in  that  matter  :  for  if  they 
be  “  circumcifed,  they  are  debtors  to  the  whole  law, 
and  Chrift  is  become  of  none  efleft  to  them,”  becaufe 
“  they  are  fallen  from  grace.”  It  is  as  if  he  had  laid, 
If  you  take  any  part  (though  never  fo  little)  of  legal 
obfervances,  as  neceflary  to  your  being  juftified,  ye 
forfeit  the  whole  benefit  of  gofpel  grace  :  the  grace  of 
Chrift  is  fufficient  for  you  ;  he  is  a  Saviour  compleat 
in  himfelf  :  and  if  you  look  (though  but  a  fquint)  at 
any  thing  elte,  it  is  a  renouncing  of  him  :  he  will  be 
a  Saviour  altogether,  or  not  at  all  ;  and  therefore  he 
tells  them  again,  and  that  with  a  kind  of  vehemency, 
that  “  if  they  be  circumcifed,  Chrift  fhall  profit  them 
nothing,”  Gal.  v,  2. 

And  as  a  man  may  not  put  in  his  claim  for  j unifi¬ 
cation  on  account  of  hs  works,  fo  neither  of  his  faith,  as 
if  that  were  materially,  or  meritoiioufly  caulal  oi  j unifi¬ 
cation  ; 
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cation  :  for  faith  itfelf,  as  it  is  the  believer's  ad 
comes  under  the  notion  of  a  work.  Let  us  therefore 
con fider  what  part  it  is  that  faith  holds  in  this  natter 
eft  while  we  cad  out  works,  as  not  ftandin"  with 
p  ice  we  make  a  work  of  faith.  It  is  faith’?  office 

SlnShe',  r  iVe  «”  ""  P°«*r  snd  grace 

a!  f.ir  i  r  f  l"cl’  t0  ,enounc'  felf-ability.  as  Such 
wl.lcl  o.  n  ',°  5ri>rehc"d  that  righteoulhcfs  by 
'  grsC'-  jellifies  :  not  only  to  be  jollifies!  thereby 
npcm  out  believing,  but  to  work  in  us  even  that  faith 
by  which  we  apprehend  it,  1W  v.  2.  Hc  “j] 

be  laved,  mull  come,  not  only  as  an  ungodly  perlon 

,b“  ,7;“  ttrcngth,  chap.  v.  fftand  * 

util  (in  him(clf)  he  muft  come  to  be  iuftified  freelv 

kl  ‘7  fT  °'  ^  24'  for  in  him  („„! 

nVfc  n  hc.ha\e  1rens?th  t0  believe,  even  as  righteouf- 

imte'fT  m.bc  'mV,ng’  Ila-  xlv-  24-  he  muft  reckon 
•  i,  r  1  an  ungodIy  man,  to  the  very  inftant  of  his 
juftificat.on.  “  The  juft  indeed  flwll  live  by  faith  •’* 

i;lU  1S  n,ot  n,sown  faith,  or  aft  of  believing  that  he 
lives  by,  though  not  without  it  ;  which  alfo°feems  to 
be  the  apoftle  s  meaning,  where  he  fays,  “  The  life 
that  I  now  live,  I  live  by  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  • 
and  1  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me,”  Gal’ 

20 ■  r  ^,herg  nf4e,  that  as  faith  is  the  life  of  a  be- 
itvu  to  C brill  is  the  life  of  his  faith  :  and  he  Jives  on 
Cnrift,  by  virtue  of  Chrift’s  living  in  him. 

Notwitm' landing  all  which,  it  is  evidently  true,  and 

m’h  ™fant,y  be  a(Hrmcd>  that  grace  and  works 
will  full  be  together  in  the  way  of  lalvation  (the  one 

‘-loth  pot  extinguish  or  exclude  the  other)  ;  only  not 
ar>  c°l'cagucs  or  joint-caufers  thereof ;  but  rather  as 
*  workman  and  his  tools,  which  himielf  hrft  makes, 
and  then  works  with  them.  “  By  grace  ye  are  fayed* 
through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the 

°VGo()’  I^.ph.  ii,  l8.  Even  this  believing  or 
acting  faculty  is  a  creature  of  grace’s  railing  up  ;  and 
there  I  ore  jn  the  throne  it  is  meet  that  grace  fhould  be 
above  it.  Works  (therefore),  how  good  foever,  are 
not  the  caut.c  p/  i^lyation  ;  apd  if  lb,  then  not  thq 

caule 
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caufe  of  Ele&ion  ;  for  this  (indeed)  h  the  cauft  of 
them  both  :  and  works,  if  right  and  truly  good,  will 
always  be  ready  to  own  their  original,  and  to  keep  in 
their  own  place  ;  where  alfo  they  will  be  mod  cor.fid- 
erable,  and  do  the.  bed  fervice. 

Arg .  III.  That  Eledtion  has  no  other  foundation 
but  the  good  plcafure  of  God’s  will,  is  farther  argued, 
from  man’s  incapacity  to  afford  any  ground  or  motive 
to  God  for  fuch  a  gift.  Adam  dood  not  fo  long  as 
to  beget  a  fon  in  his  firft  image  :  it  is  feen  by  his 
firft-born  Cain,  what  all  his  natural  feed  would  natu¬ 
rally  be.  And  though  fome  do  prefume  to  magnify 
man,  and  to  {peak  of  him  at  another  rate  ;  yet  evi¬ 
dent  it  is  by  fcripture-light,  and  the  experience  of 
thole  renewed,  that  man  fallen  is  poor,  blind,  naked, 
and  at  enmity  with  all  that  is  truly  good  :  and  that 
he  is  never  more  didant  from  God  and  his  own  hap- 
pinefs,  than  while  in  high  thoughts  of  himfelf,  gloryr 
ing  in  his  own  underdanding,  drength,  worthinefs, 
freedom  of  will,  improvement  of  common  grace,  and 
the  like  :  for  thefc  make  him  proud  and  prefumptu- 
ous,  and  to  have  flight  thoughts  of  that  fpecial  and 
peculiar  grace,  by  which  he  mud  if  ever)  be  renew* 
ed  and  faved.  But  the  Lord  himfelf  (who  bed 
knows  him)  reports  the  matter  quite  otheiwife  (and 
we  know  that  his  witnefs  is  true)  ;  namely,  that  tc  all 
the  imaginations  of  their  heart  are  only  evil  continu¬ 
ally,”  Gen.  vi.  5.  “  that  their  inward  part  is  very 
wickednefs,”  Pfal.  v.  9.  “  that  every  man  is  brutifh 
in  his  knowledge  ;  altogether  brutifh  and  foolifh  ;  yea, 
even  their  paftors,”  jer.  x.  8,  14,  21.  that  is,  the  very 
bed  and  mod  intelligent  among  them  :  “  that  their 
hearts  are  full  of  madnefs,”  Ecclef.  ix.  3.  “  wife  to  do 
evil,  but  to  do  good  have  no  underdanding,”  &c. 
Jer.  iv.  22 .  And  it  was  not  thus  only  with  the  Gen¬ 
tile  nations,  who  were  left  to  walk  in  their  own  way  ; 
but  even  with  the  Jews,  who  had  all  the  means  of 
becoming  better  than  could  be  devifed,  Ifa.  v.  4. 
(excepting  that  of  fpccial  eleding  grace,  which  took 
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in  but  a  remnant)  :  ••  they  were  called  Jews,  relied 
in  the  law,  made  then  boatl  of  God,  knew  his  will, 
approved  the  things  that  were  excellent  ;  were  confi¬ 
dent  that  they  were  a  guide  of  the  blind,  and  a  light 
to  them  that  were  ,n  darknefs,  infirudors  of  the  tool- 
lft,  teachers  of  babes,”  Rom.  fi.  7.  21.  And  yet  all 
this  while,  and  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  high  attain¬ 
ments,  did  not  teach  themfelves  :  and  where  they 
are  ranked  together,  he  proves  them  to  be  “  all  un- 
der  fin,  none  righteous,  none  that  unde.ftandeth,  none 
that  feeketh  after  God,  none  that  doeth  good,  no, 
not  one,  chap.  10—18.  Yea,  this  depravement 
of  nature  was  fo  deep  and  indelibly  fixed,  that  the 
Lord  himfelf  tells  them,  “  The  blackmoor  might  as 
loon  change  his  fkin,  as  they  learn  to  do  well,”  Jer. 
Xlu*  2d-.  which,  with  abundantly  more,  befpeaks 
a  condition  extremely  remote  from  yielding  a  caufe  or 
motive  for  this  blefled  Eledion. 

Arg.  IV.  It  God’s  love  to  men  had  its  rife  from 
their  love  to  him,  it  would  not  have  that  lingular  em- 
inency  in  it,  that  is  juftly  aferibed  to  it  :  “  God  fo 
loved  the  world,”  John,  iii.  ,6.  So,  as  not  to  be 
exprelied  ;  fo,  as  not  to  be  parcelled  ;  fo,  as  not  to 
be  undemood,  until  we  come  to  that  Rate  wherein 
vve  fnall  know  as  we  are  known  ;  nor  then  neither 
lully,  becaufe  it  is  infinite.  By  this  it  is  that  God’s 
love  to  man  is  to  highly  celebrated  ;  •“  Herein  is 
love  ;  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  God  loved 
us,  1  John,  iv.  10.  And,  “  Behold  what  manner 
of  love  the  Father  hath  beftowed  upon  us  !”  chap, 
iii.  1.  which  furely  then  is  not  after  the  manner  of 
men  ;  for  even  Publicans  do  fo,  Matth.  v.  46.  and 
“  dinners  love  thole  that  love  them,”  Luke,  vi. 
but  to  love  enemies,  and  while  enemies  (as  to  love 
a  wife  that  is  an  adultrcfs  ;  and  fo  to  love  her,  as  to 

win  her  heart  back  again)  ;  this  is  God’s  love  to  his 
chofen. 

But,  notwithftanding  thefe  feriptures  (with  many 
others j  feem  purpofejy  written  to  obviate  fuch  con- 
.  ceptions 
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ceptions  as  would  feign  our  loving  of  God  to  be  t 
ground  and  motive  of  his  love  to  us  ;  yet,  g'eat  - 
deavours  there  are  to  father  Eledtion  upon  foreteen 
faith  and  works,  which  that  they -call  the  covenant  of 
grace,  has  (they  fay)  qualified  and  capacitated  all  men 
for  ;  and  which  certain  more  pliant,  ingenuous,  and 
induftrious  perfons  (as  they  fpeak)  wou  d  attain  unto, 
bv  the  helps  they  have  in  common  with  other  men  . 
but  this  pedigree  of  Eledion  is  excepted  againft,  as 
being  not  rightly  induced  :  for,  1.  Men  having  (in 
Adam)  diverted  themtelves  of  all  that  was  holy  and 
good,  the  Lord  could  not  forelee  in  them  any  thing 
of  worth  or  defireablenefs,  but  what  h.mfelt  fhould 
work  in  them  anew,  and  that  of  pure  grace  an  a 
vour  ;  for  fin  and  deformity  could  not  be  motives  ot 
love.  And  that  the  deft  (of  themfelves)  were  in  no 
wife  better  than  other  men,  is  evident  by  the  Icnp- 
tures  late  quoted  ;  where  the  Holy  Ghoft  aliertmg 
the  univerfal  depravement  of  human  nature,  exempts 
not  one.  But  if  fuch  excellent  and  diftmguillnng 
qualifications  as  faith  and  holinefs  had  been  foreleen 

(and  fo  imputable  to  them),  the  fpint  of  truth  would 
not  have  ranked  them  even  with  the  children  of  wrath, 
Ephef.  ii.  3.  as  he  doth.  But,  2.  If  they  were  oth- 
erwife,  what  could  they  add  unto  God  ?  or  whereby 
could  they  oblige  him  ?  “  He  refpecrteth  not  any  that 
are  wife  in  heart,”  Job,  xxxvii.  24.  “  If  thou  be 

righteous,  what  giveft  thou  him  ?”  chap.  xxxv.  7. 
and,  “  who  hath  prevented  me,  (fays  the  Lord),  that 
I  (hould  repay  him  ?”  chap.  xli.  1 1.  that  is,  who  is 
he  that  is  beforehand  with  God,  in  doing  ought  that 
might  induce  his  favour  ?  “  He  regardeth  not  per¬ 
fons,  nor  taketh  rewards,”  Deut.  x.  17.  he  is  not 
propitious  to  any  for  what  they  can  do  for  him,  or 
bring  to  him.  Take  Paul  for  an  inftance  :  he  walk¬ 
ed  up  to  the  light  he  had  ;  was  blamelefs  ;  lived  in 
all  good  confidence  ;  knew  no  evil  by  himfelf  (a  rare 
degree  of  legal  righteoufnefs  !)  but  that  it  was  not 
this  moved  God  to  make  him  a  chofen  vert'd,  he 

thankfully 
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?•  3.  Faith  follows  Election  :  God  refpeds  the  per- 

Jon  before  his  offering.  But  was  not  Abel  refpeded 

I?  *  ,be  'eVe,r’  and  llis  offering  for  his  faith  ?  yea  but 
that  faith  of  his  was  not  the  primary  caufe  of  God’s 

hwtd:|'n|  im'rt  f  Abel  s  Perfon  Fad  not  been  re¬ 
fpeded  firft,  Abel  had  never  been  a  believer  :  for 

he  cm  fe  7ru^r  ^  °f  G°d  5  and  (according  to 
muft°rrS  ofallJuu,cl,ous  agents)  he  that  will  work, 
in  ift  fit  ft  pitch  on  the  fubject  he  will  work  upon  • 

ITT  t16  a’uS  8'VeS’  °n  the  P*rfon  he  will  give  unto! 
ides,  Abel  could  do  nothing  before  he  believed 

that  might  move  God  to  give  him  faith  ;  for,  till 

then  he  was  in  the  flefh,  and  they  that  are  in  the 

defh  cannot  pieafe  God,”  Rom.  viii.  8.  Heb.  xi.  6. 

therefore  it  could  not  be  Abel’s  forefeen  faith  that 

was  the  caufe  of  God’s  refpeding  him.  The  fcrip- 

ture  fpeaks  often  of  iron-finewed  necks,  and  brazen 

brows  ;  and  of  men’s  being  in  their  blood,  when  the 

V  ,  aid’  tbey  fllOLlid  live  =  as  alfo  that  God  loved 
Jacob  before  he  had  done  any  good  thing  ;  and  that 

the  iaints  love  God  becaufe  he  loved  them  firft  •  but 
no  where  of  forefeen  faith  and  holinefs,  as  the  caufe 
and  ground  of  God’s  love  to  men.  4.  Faith  and  ho- 
linefs  are  middle  things  :  they  are  neither  the  foun¬ 
dation  nor  top-ftone  of  Fled  ion.  They  are  to  fover- 
eign  grace,  as  ftalks  and  branches  are  to  a  root  j  by 
which  the  root  conveys  its  virtues  into  its  principal 
fruity  Fph.  ti.  8.  “  By  grace  are  ye  faved,  through 
fanh.  2  Theft,  n.  13.  “  Chofen  to  falvaticn, 
through  fanccification  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the 
truth.”  They  are  no  more  the  caufe  of  Eledion, 
than  the  means  of  an  end  are  the  firft  caufe  of  pur- 
pofing  that  end  :  nay,  no  more  than  Tatnai’s  pro- 
penfion  (or  averfion  rather)  to  build  the  temple,  and 
to  provide  facrifices  tor  the  God  of  heaven,  was  the 
caufe  of  Darius  his  decree,  that  thole  things  fiiould 
bi.  done,  and  that  by  him,  Ezra,  v.  and  vi.  chapter. 

5.  If 
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3.  If  men  be  predeflinated  to  faith  and  holinefs  (as 
they  are),  Rom.  viii.  29,  30.  1  Pet.  i.  2.  then  they 
were  not  leen  to  be  fo  qualified  before  that  predefli- 
nation  :  or  if  they  were,  then  their  Election  (as  to 
that  particular)  would  feem  impertinent.  There  can 
no  rational  account  be  given,  why  men  forefeen  to  be 
fuch,  fhould  be  fo  (blemnly  predeftinate  thereto.  Be- 
fides,  if  falvation  be  the  infeperable  product  of  faith 
and  holinefs,  according  to  John,  v.  24.  “  He  that 
helieveth  hath  everlafling  life,  and  fhall  not  come  in¬ 
to  condemnation,”  1  Pet.  i.  9.  “  Receiving  the  end 
of  your  faith,  the  falvation  of  your  fouls  then  to 
ordain  to  falvation  thole  forefeen  to  be  fo  qualified, 
would  feem  a  thing  both  needlels  and  infignificant  : 
it  would  look  like  the  fending  of  men  where  they 
would  have  gone  of  themfelves.  Such  faplefs,  irregu¬ 
lar,  and  injudicious  notions,  are  very  unworthy  that 
celebrious  and  ever  adorable  aft  of  predeftination  : 
and,  if  duly  weighed,  would  fet  us  further  off  from 
the  doftrine  of  felf-advancement,  which  (lands  in 
point-blanck  oppofnion  to  the  doftrine  of  God’s 
grace. 

Ar?.  V.  It  could  not  {land  with  the  wifdom  and 

o 

goodnefs  of  God,  to  found  the  falvation  of  his  people 
on  a  fallible  bottom  :  which  it  would  certainly  be,  if 
dependent  on  any  thing  belides  his  own  immutable 
will.  For  whatever  it  was  that  Eleftion  had  being 
from,  by  that  alfo  it  mud  be  maintained  :  what  then 
Would  become  of  it,  if  built  on  that  goodnefs  which 
is  as  the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew  ?  Hof.  vi.  4. 
The  creatures  will,  even  in  a  flatc  of  perfeftion,  was 
too  (light  and  fickle  a  thing  to  build  this  eternal 
weight  upon  :  and  if  man  at  his  beft  eflate  was  vani¬ 
ty,  how  much  more  afterwards,  when  fo  flrong  a  bent 
of  vanity  came  upon  his  will  ? 

Arg%  VI.  To  derive*  eleftion  from  any  root  befides 
the  good  pleafure  of  God,  is  to  fruflrate  the  principal 
end  of  man’s  falvation,  namely, <c  The  glory  of  God’s 
grace,”  Eph.  i.  6.  and  ii.  7.  This  attribute  (of  all 
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the  reft)  he  will  not  have  eclipfed,  nor  intrenched  up¬ 
on  :  ’tis  fo  divinely  (acred,  as  not  to  admit  the  lead 
human  touch  ;  for  which  very  caule,  the  Lord  hath 
fo  contrived  that  blefled  defign  and  plot  of  his  glory,, 
that  all  C£  boafting  is  excluded  ;  and  no  flelh  fliall 
glory  in  his  prefence,”  i  Cor.  i.  29.  But  if  any  thing 
m  the  creature  be  entitled  to  the  caufality  of  eledion, 
Belli  will  glory  ;  and  inftead  of  excluding  man’s 
boafting,  grace  itfelf  will  be  excluded,  Rom.  xi.  6, 
which  is  far  from  glorifying  of  it.  I  would  here  re¬ 
ceive  a  query  or  two,  which  fome  have  urged  from 
Scripture  :  as, 

1.  How  can  this  doftrine  ftand  with  the  [general] 
love  and  good  will  of  God  towards  men  ;  who 
(’tis  (aid)  will  have  all  to  be  faved  ?  1  Tim.  ii. 
4.  2  Pet.  iii.  9. 

Jnfzv.  i.  If  the  word  [all]  be  taken  univerfally,  it 
takes  in  unbelievers  as  well  as  others ;  (which  cannot 
be  the  meaning  :)  therefore,  the  literal  fenfe  of  words 
is  not  to  be  refted  on,  when  the  like  phrafe  of  fpeech 
elfewhere  ufed,  or  evident  fcope  of  the  fame  or  other 
Icripture,  agrees  not  to  it  :  the  defign  and  current  of 
the  whole  muft  guide  the  conftrudion  of  particular 
parts.  2.  1  hough  the  doctrine  of  general  love  will 
not  ftand  with  that  of  fpecial  deftion  ;  yet  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  fpecial  elcflion  will  ftand  without  that,  and 
againft  it  :  for,  there  is  nothing  more  plain,  than  that 
there  is  an  election  of  men  fo  falvation  ;  as  alfo,  that 
the  genuine  import  of  Election,  is,  to  chule  one  or 
more  out  of  many  :  which  necelfarily  implies  the 
leaving  or  not  chufing  of  fome  ;  and  confequently, 
the  not-willing  of  falvation  to  ail  univerfally.  3.  The 
will  of  God  cannot  be  refilled  ;  becaufe  with  his  wil¬ 
ling  the  end,  he  wills  alfo  the  means ;  and  thofe  fuch 
as  lhal  1  compafs  his  end  ;  Ifa.  xlvi.  io.  “  My  coun- 
lel  lhall  ftand,  I  will  do  all  my  pleafure  i.  e.  What 
1  pleaic  to  will,  that  I  will  have  done.  4.  The  apof- 
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tie  is  not  here  difcourfing  the  extent  of  God  s  fpecial 
love  ;  whether  all  men  univerfally  are  interefled  in  it : 
but  exhorting  believers  to  a  general  duty  ;  namely, 
to  give  thanks  for  kings,  and  ad  in  authority  ;  be- 
caule  of  the  benefits  we  have  by  government  :  and 
to  pray  for  them  ;  not  only  for  their  peaceable  gov¬ 
erning  of  us ,  but  if  otherwise,  that  God  would  turn 
their  hearts  and  make  them  nurfing  fathers  to  his 
church.  And  to  inforce  the  duty,  tells  us,  there  is 
no  degree  nor  ftateof  men  exempted  from  falvation  ; 
God  hath  chofen  fome  of  every  fort  ;  and  therefore 
we  ought  not  to  fhut  any  out  of  our  prayers.  3.  The 
word  [all]  is  often  ufed,  when  but  a  part  and  fome- 
times,  the  leffer  part,  of  the  thing  lpoken  of,  is  in¬ 
tended  by  it  :  as  on  the  contrary,  when  the  univer¬ 
sality  of  the  fubject  is  intended,  it  is  exprefied  by 
iingulars  ;  as,  he  that  belie veth  fhall  be  laved  ;  and 
him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  cad  out^ 
It  fometimes  lignifies  all  of  luch  a  fort  ;  fo  Eve  was 
faid  to  be  the  mother  of  all  living  ;  not  of  all  living 
creatures,  but  all  of  her  own  kind.  It  other  times  in¬ 
tends  fome  of  all  forts  ;  as  where  it  is  faid,  all  the 
cattle  of  Egypt  died,  Exod.  ix.  6,  “  and  the  hail 
fmote  every  tree  and  every  herb,’’  ver.  23.  And  yet 
other  cattle  are  mentioned  after,  and  a  refidue  of  trees 
are  (aid  to  be  efcaped,  ver.  19.  25,  and  x.  5.  So 
here,  God  will  have  all  men  to  be  faved  ;  that  is, 
fome  of  every  fort  and  degree  ;  Gentiles  as  well  as 
jews  ;  kings  and  men  in  authority,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  a  meaner  rank  ;  (as  is  evident  by  comparing  the 
1,  2,  and  4  ver.  together.)  The  fame  in  Joel  ;  “  I 
will  pour  out  my  fpirit  upon  all  flefh,  &c.”  Joel,  ii. 
28.  that  is,  upon  fome  of  every  age,  fex,  and  degree, 
without  diftindtion  ;  young,  old,  mailers,  Servants, 
Tons,  daughters,  &c.  as  it  follows  there.  6.  To  thefe 
univerfal  terms  do  belong  divers  reftridlions,  which 
mull  be  gathered  from  the  fcope  and  context  :  as3 
where  the  gofpel  is  faid  to  be  preached  to  every  crea¬ 
ture  under  heaven.  Col.  i.  23.  and  yet  men  only  are 

intended. 


jiflfii 

JU  ;  i-fij . 

fp 

ii 


IM 


A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

intended  and  not  all  of  them  neither  :  for  the  golpel 
had  reached  but  a  f  mall  part  of  the  world  at  that  time, 
and  not  the  whole  of  it  y6t.  So,  Mofes  is  faid  to 
lave  in  every  city  them  that  preach  him,  Afts  xv. 
21.  it  muft  be  underflood  only  of  cities  where*  the 
Jews  dwelt,  and  had  fynagogues  ;  which  were  but 
ew  in  companion.  Thofe  alfo  that  were  fcattered 
abroad,  went  every  where  preaching  the  word,  Arts 
via.  4.  r  e.  they  baulked  no  place  nor  perfon,  but 
preached  wherever  they  came.  At  firft  it  was  con- 
hned  to  the  Jews,  but  now  without  limit.  “Every 
inan  hull  have  praile  of  God,”  1  Cor.  iv.  r.  it  can 
be  meant  only  of  good  and  faithful  fervants  j  which 
are  but  a  remnant  to  the  whole  piece.  So,  God  is 
laid  to  be  the  Father  of  all,  Eph.  iv.  6.  and  yet  Satan 
(we  know)  is  the  father  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
world.  And  Chrift  is  faid  to  reconcile  all  things, 
Col.  1.  20.  and  yet  all  the  angels  muft  be  exempted  : 
the  good  angels,  becaufe  they  never  were  at  enmity  r 
and  the  evil  ones,  becaufe  not  reconcileable,  Ephef.  il 
10.  “  Ff  at  he  might  gather  together  in  one,  all 

lings  in  Chrift  this  all  things  feems  plainly  to  in¬ 
tend  the  cie&  ;  for  they  are  the  iubjed  difeourfed  of 
in  the  whole  chapter  :  and  in  Matthew,  thofe  fath¬ 
ered  together  are  (filed  the  eled,  chap.  xViv^-i 
In  He b.  xii.  8.  all  are  faid  to  be  ^arakers 
chaftifcment  ;  and  yet  fons  only  can  be  intended  * 
for  baftards  are  not  partakers  of  it,  as  it  fol¬ 
lows  there.  u  They  flhall  be  all  taught  of  God,” 
Jo!m,  vi.  45.  It  refpeds  only  the  fons  of  the  church 
.  ^ .  fuch  as  aie  elected),  whofe  iniquities  are  forgiven 

them,  and  their  fins  remembered  no  more,  Jer.  xxxi. 

3 4*  ^  is  the  tenour  of  the  new  covenant,  which  is 

made  with  the  houlc  of  Ifrael,  that  is,  Jews  in  fpirit, 
or  the  eled  nation,  Heb.  vrii.  10,  11.  And  if  thde 
terms  univerfal,  all  and  every ,  are  fometimes  applied 
to  the  eled,  exclufive  of  others,  why  not  as  Well  in 
the  place  whence  the  query  is  taken  ?  I  have  inftan- 
ced  in  thefe,  to  fhew  what  contradictory  notions  would 

follow 


►  4 


o 


O?  ELECTION. 


113 


Jl  ■  *  0  *  v 

follow  fhould  the  vocal  found  of  words  be  adhered 
to  :  what  a  finely  foundation  univerfal  election  is 
built  upon  :  and  how  likely  we  are  to  lofe  the  truth, 
while  we  lilten  to  an  uncertain  found  ;  the  meaning 
whereof  may  yet  be  had  from  the  context,  and  gene¬ 
ral  current  of  feripture. 


2.  How  fhall  this  kind  of  Election  be  reconciled 
with  Acts,  x.  34.  “  That  God  is  no  refpeCter 

of  perfons  ?” 


Anfiv .  1.  This  (hews  the  inconvenience  of  mind¬ 
ing  the  literal  fenfe  of  words  above  the  fcope  :  the 
former  exception  takes  in  all  ;  and  now  this  excludes 
ail  :  for,  if  literally  taken,  God  fhpuld  have  re! peel  to 
none.  2.  The  Jews  were  an  ele£t  nation  ;  and  fo, 
this  objection  will  lie  againft  their  eiedtion  as  much  as 
this  we  are  upon.  3.  The  fcope  of  the  place  plainly 
intends,  that  God  refpedls  no  man's  perfon,  either 
lefs  or  more,  for  his  outward  condition,  or  carnal  priv¬ 
ileges.  'Till  then  the  partition  was  up,  and  the  Lord 
leemed  only  to  regard  the  Jewrth  nation,  fu  fife  ring  all 
befrdes  to  walk  in  their  own  ways,  Acts,  xiv.  16. 
But  now  had  God  to  the  Gentiles  alfo  granted  re¬ 
pentance  unto  life,  A£ts,  xi.  18.  You  will  fay,  per¬ 
haps,  they  were  fearers  of  God  whom  he  thus  accept¬ 
ed.  True  ;  but  that  was  not  it  which  firftly  induced 
his  acceptance,  or  entitled  them  to  it  ;  although  it 
was  their  inlet  into  it,  and  evidence  for  it.  If  men 
fear  not  God  ’till  he  hath  put  his  fear  within  them  ; 
then,  their  fearing  of  him  doth  not  precede  his  refpedt 
towards  them  ;  but  follows  upon  it,  and  this  is  the 
favour  which  he  bears  to  his  chofen,  Pfa.  cvi.  4.  But, 


3.  If  men  be  ordained  to  falvation  abfolutely,  what 
need  or  ufe  is  there  of  good  works  ? 


Good  works  have  divers  good  ufes  and  ends,  and 
good  reafons  there  are  for  God's  ordaining  them  to 
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be  walked  in  :  without  luppofing  our  walking  in 
them  to  be  the  ground,  condition,  or  motive  of  our 
Election  :  as,  i,  To  teilify  our  love  to  God  ;  of 
which  we  have  no  fuch  evidence,  as  the  keeping  of 
lus  commandments,  2  John,  v.  3.  2.  To  (hew  forth 

his  virtues,  whole  offspring  we  profefs  ourfelves  to  be, 
r  at.  v  45.  1  hat  ye  may  be  (/.  e.  that  )re  may  ap¬ 

pear  and  approve  yourfelves  to  be)  “  the  children  of 
your  father  which  is  in  heaven.”  3.  To  convince 
thofi:  without,  that  they,  by  our  good  converfation, 
may  be  won  over,  and  learn  to  do  well  ;  or  elfe  be 
compelled  to  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  vifitation.  4. 

.  <~>r  encouragement  ana  example  to  weaker  chritt- 
lans ;  who  are  yet  children  in  the  good  ways  of  God, 
and  are  moie  aptiy  lea  by  example  than  precept,  c. 
That  by  having  our  fenfes  cxercifed  about' holy  things', 
we  might  become  more  holy,  and  fo,  more  capableof 
communion  with  God  here,  and  meetened  for  our 
heavenly  inheritance.  6.  Good  works  are  a  part  of 
Eleftion,  and  the  eleft  are  as  absolutely  ordained  to 
them,  as  to  falvation  itfelf,  John,  xv.  16. 

Objections  I  did  not  intend  to  meddle  with  :  but 
confidering  that  that  which  follows  of  this  kind 
(though  done  for  another  occafion)  may  help  to  dif- 
covei  the  lightnefs  or  what  is  alledged  againff  our 
dodlrine  of  Eledbon,  I  have  therefore  "inferred  it  here  ; 
and  hope  it  fliall  prove  to  its  further  confirmation. 

C)bj.  I  lieie  is  no  Election,  nor  decree  of  Eledbon, 
of  p nticular  perfons  as  fuch  :  but  of  the  intire  fpecics 

of  men  from  eternitv. 

✓ 

Anfzv.  Election  is  the  choofing  of  feme  from  a- 
hk  ng  others,  and  it  always  fuppofeth  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  out  of  which  the  choice  is  made  ;  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  the  taking  (or  choofing)  of  all  is  quite  be- 
lidcs  the  notion  of  Election  :  the  feripture  lays,  they 
are  chofen  out  of  the  world,  John,  xv.  19.  then  the 
world  is  not  chofen  :  that  is,  the  intire  lpecies  of  men 
is  not  the  objedf  of  Election. 

Obj. 
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Obj.  God  hath  not  decreed  from  eternity  to  debt 
any  perfon  of  mankind  upon  any  terms,  but  that  in 
cafe  he  liveth  to  years  of  difcretion  he  may  poflibly 
peri  Or. 

A'ifvj.  This  is  excepted  againft  :  i.  Becaufe  the 
perfon  of  Chrift  himfelf  is  not  exempted.  2.  Becaufe 
as  poflibly  the  death  of  Chrift  might  be  in  vain.  3. 
It  makes  the  decree  and  Election  two  things,  and 
divers  in  refpeft  of  time.  That  Ele&ion  was  from 
eternity,  is  proved  before,  Eph.  i.  4.  and  that  the 
elect  (hall  not  perifh,  is  abfolutely  promifed,  John, 

.  xvi.  28. 

Obj.  Threatenings  of  damnation  are  abfolutely 
inconliftent  with  a  peremptory  decree  to  confer  falva- 
tion. 

An/w.  No  more  than  the  threatening  of  death  up¬ 
on  Adam,  was  inconfiftent  with  God’s  purpofc  to 
fend  him  a  Saviour,  Gen.  ii.  17.  with  chap.  iii.  1  5. 
lhat  caution  alfo,  that  “except  the  mariners  flayed 
in  the  fiiip,  they  could  not  be  faved,”  as  well  confid¬ 
ent  with  that  peremptory  promife,  “  that  there  fhould 
be  no  lofs  of  any  man’s  life,”  Ads,  xxvii.  22.  31. 

The  promife  ot  fafety  was  abfolute,  but  their  adual 
obtainment  of  it  was  conditional.  Yet  fo,  as  that 
the  performance  of  the  condition  on  their  part,  was 
ns  certain  by  the  decree,  as  fafety  upon  their  perform¬ 
ance  of  it  :  for  he  that  determined  the  fafety  ot  their 
lives,  determined  alfo,  that  it  fhould  be  effeded  by 
their  abiding  in  the  (hip  ;  and  that  this  caution,  or 
threatening  of  danger,  in  cafe  they  went  out,  fhould 
be  a  means  to  prevail  with  them  for  that  abiding  • 
and  (o  it  did.  In  like  manner,  that  frying  ot  the^a- 
poftle,  that  “  it  they  lived  after  the  flefh,  they  fhould 

die,  Rom.  viii.  13.  was  very  confiflent  with  what  he 

had  fa  id  before,  namely,  “  that  fin  fhouicl  not  have 
dominion  over  them,”  Rom.  xvi.  14.  and  that 
“  nothing  fhould  feparate  them  from  'the  love  of 
God,”  chap.  viii.  39.  For  as  the  Lord  deals  with 
reafonable  creatures  ;  fo  he  makes  ufe  of  rational  ar- 
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guments,  motives,  and  cautions  to  work  upon  them  *. 
both  end  and  means,  and  inducements  to  the  ufe  of 
thofe  means,  were  all  determined  together. 

Obj.  We  judge  it  a  very  fenfelefs  part  in  a  father, 
to  give  his  child  compleat  affurance,  under  hand  and 
fcal,  that  he  will  make  him  his  heir,  againft  all  pofli- 
b!e  interveniences  ;  and  yet  prefently  threaten  him, 
it  he  be  not  dutiful,  to  ditinherit  him. 

Avfiv.  Undutiful  children  may  dare  to  judge  thus 
of  their  father’s  addons  :  and  children,  (that  other- 
wife  are  dutiful  and  good,  yet)  while  children,  may 
have  childifh  conceptions  of  what  their  elders  do  : 
but  men  grown  up,  and  acquainted  with  their  father’s 
prudence  and  goodnels,  will  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  mouth.  The  prornife  and  purpofe  of  God,  to 
give  Canaan  to  Abraham’s  feed,  was  lo  abfolute,  that, 
by  the  objedlor’s  own  confcffion,  all  their  unworthi- 
nefs  could  not  deprive  them  of  it  :  it  is  alfo  as  evident 
by  their  demeanour,  and  the  event  at  lad  :  yet  how 
often  does  the  Lord  threaten  to  difinherit  them  ? 
and  to  u  blot  out  their  name  from  under  heaven,” 
Exod.  xxxii.  io.  Numb.  xiv.  12.  Deut.  ix.  4.  Did 
Mofes  now  go  and  charge  God  foolifhly  ?”  did  he  tell 
h'm,  it  is  a  lenfelefs  part  thus  to  threaten,  after  fo  ab¬ 
folute  an  engagement  to  the  contrary  ?  No  ;  he  puts 
the  Lord  in  mind  of  his  promile  to  their  fathers  ;  of 
Ins  mercy  in  pardoning  them  afore-time  ;  what  reflec¬ 
tion  it  would  have  on  his  honor  among  the  Egyptians, 
if  he  fhould  not  deflroy  them,  &c.  Not  a  word  of 
complaint,  that  firft  to  promile,  and  then  to  threaten, 
is  a  fenfelefs  thing  :  it  had  been  fenfelefs  in  Mofes 
thus  to  do,  and  in  no  wile  confident  with  his  duty. 
But  more  diredlly  ;  it  were  no  lenfelefs  part  in  a  fath¬ 
er,  to  purchafe  an  office  for  his  fon,  and  fo  to  fettle  it 
on  him,  that  it  (hall  not  be  in  h:s  own  power  to  re- 
verfe  it  :  and  yet  (keeping  to  himfelf  the  knowledge 
of  that  fettlement)  propole  the  enjoyment  thereof 
conditional,  namely,  upon  terms  of  obedience  to  his 
father’s  command  :  the  tendency  of  all  which,  is  but 
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to  prcve  himfelf  the  (on  of  fuch  a  father,  and  to  rneet- 
en  him  for  his  place  :  and,  the  more  to  oblige  his  Ion 
to  a  ftudious  preparing  himfelf  lor  it,  to  lay  befoie 
him  the  evil  and  danger  of  a  negligent  courie  r  by 
which  (it  per  lifted  in)  he  might  render  himfelf  inca¬ 
pable.  But,  fureiy,  fuppofing  th;s  father  to  have  the 
tame  power  over  his  fon,  as  God  hath  o\er  the  heait 
and  fpirit  of  his  people  ;  he  will  to  order  him  by  in- 
ftruction,  dilcipline,  and  good  principles,  that  he  (hall 
not  run  into  a  forfeiture.  Befides,  threatenings  ot 
damnation  are  not  properly  applicable  to  believcis, 
who  know  themlelves  fo  to  be  :  lor  <c  he  that  be¬ 
lie  veth,  is  palled  from  death  to  life,  and  fhall  not  come 
into  condemnation,”  John,  v.  24.  however  (at  times), 
for  want  of  a  thorough  knowing  their  ftate,  unthank- 
fulnefs  tor  it,  or  fome  other  mifcarriage,  they  bring 
themfelves  under  doubtings  of  it  :  but  lor  fuch  as 
have  compleat  affurance  under  God’s  hand  and  feal 
(as  the  objeftion  fpeaks),  they  are  “  iealed  up  to  the 
day  of  redemption,”  Eph.  iv.  30.  Rom.  viii.  15. 
with  a  feal  that  never  (hall  be  looled. 

Obj.  In  cafe  any  perfon  were  fo  adjudged  to  eter¬ 
nal  life  from  eternity  that  there  is  no  poflibility  ot 
mifcarrying  ;  then  there  was  no  necelfity  of  Chrift  s 
dying  tor  him. 

Anjw .  The  aflertors  of  abfolute  Election  do  hold, 
with  the  fcriptures,  that  Election  is  tc  in  and  through 
Chrift  the  lame  decree  that  ordained  to  filvation, 
ordained  alto  the  mediation  of  Chrift  in  order  thereto  ; 
that  God  might  be  “  juft  in  juftifying,  he  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  us  to  obtain  falvation  by  our  Lord  Jelus 
Chrift,”  2  Theff.  v.  9.  Ye  might,  with  as  much 
{hew  of  reafon,  infer,  that  if  fuch  an  end  be  appointed 
to  be  wrought  by  fuch  a  means,  then  that  means  is 
unneceffary  to  that  end  :  that  if  God  hath  chofen  men 
to  falvation,  through  fanftification  of  the  Spirit,  and 
belief  of  the  truth,  then  holinefs  and  faith  are  needlefs 
things.  Thefe  are  abfurd  reafonings,  which  the  truth 
neither  owns  nor  needs, 
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Obj  We  judge  fuch  an  Eledion  to  be  an  open  cn- 
m>  o  god  line  Is  :  for  who  will  drain  and  toil  himfelf 
format  winch  he  knows  he  fhall  obtain  by  an  ealy 

no  h£  l  to11'  1ra7C  f  C0nditional  Elefticn  can  be 
fnc  ll  t?r  ineSWuiateVer  h  maY  Pretend  to: 
in  £f  r  av  nran  doth  on  that  account  terminates 

n  L  f  'S  t0  a'm  at  God  as  our  chief  end 
n  ah  tl  at  we  do  •  now  one  that  holds  the  eled  lure 

o  lalvaticn,  and  believes  himielf  to  be  one  of  them, 

anci  yet  goes  on  to  fear  God,  and  obey  him,  glorifies 

vod  moie  than  he  that  performs  the  fame  duties  for 

]•!-  [and  PerhuPs  grater  in  bulk),  in  expeftation  of 
me  thereby.  The  Phanfees  fattened  oftener  than 

j1,.  s;.dift'Plcs  ’  but  were  n°t  Pvich  real  friends  to 
gcdancls  as  they.  Long  prayers,  ladings,  and  alms- 
elect. s,  are  all  nothing  without  love  :  and  who  (do 
you  th’nik)  .will  loye  God  more  •  he  that  believes 
nimlelf  fare  of  God’s  love  unchangeably,  or  one  that 

l°/ru9- ^  a^er  a*‘  t0;hng  and  ftraming,  he  may 
poiiibly  run  in  vain,  and  lode  all  at’laft  ?  If  ye  (peak 

t h us,  ye  crofs  the  experience  of  God’s  children  ?  yea, 
-aid  of  nature  too  ;  lor  who  counts  it  a  toil  to  eat  his 
meat  when  nature  requires  it,  especially  when  it  is 
men  agreeable  both  to  his  palate  and  cpnftitution  ? 

“  ml  the  ways  of  God  are  pleafantnefs  to  them  that 
walk  in  them  :  and  thele  would  not  leave  them  a- 
gain,  although  their  future  happinefs  were  not  con¬ 
cerned  in  it  :  if  they  be  grievous  to  any,  it  is  from 
then  unacquaintednefs  with  his  love,  i  John,  v.  3* 

Object.  It  mu  ft  needs  make  men  very  remits  and 
loofe  in  the  fcrvice  of  God. 

slrfw.  A  ft  range  affertion  !  that  the  affurance  of 
God’s  love  fhould  make  men  carelefs  in  fervinghim  ; 
th  -y  that  lb  judge,  can  never  be  over-diligent  to  - 
make  their  Median  lure.”  t  hrift  knew,  that  the 
angels  had  charge  over  him  and  that  “  he  fhould 
not  clafb  Ins  footagainft  a  ft  on-  yet  was  neverthelefs 
camlul  of  Ins  own  prdervation :  Paul  was  lure  of  the 

crown 
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crown  of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  yet  as  diligent  in  beating 
down  his  body,  and  (trained  as  hard  in  running  his 
race,  as  any  of  thole  who  lay  the  ftrefs  of  fahation 
upon  their  works. 

‘  Obj.  Such  a  notion  of  Ek&ion  lays  the  honour 
and  necdlity  of  that  great  ordinance  of  preaching  the 
gofpel  in  the  dufl :  for,  if  the  eiedi  (  lb  cahed)  (bail  as 
certainly  be  laved  by  a  weak,  fimple  or  corrupt  min- 
iflry,  and  this  (it  may  be)  enjoyed  but  a  day  or  two 
in  all  a  man’s  life,  or  loofely  attended  upon  wheiein 
is  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  to  be  efteemed  ? 

Anf.  That  peremptory  decree,  that  u  fummer 
and  winter,  day  and  night  fball  not  ceafe  ;  takes  not 
away  the  neceffity  of  the  fun’s  being  in  the  world  ; 
nor  of  its  daily  rifings,  fettings,  and  various  revolu¬ 
tions  :  For,  by  thefe  (as  the  neceflary  means  thereof) 
muft  the  decree  be  made  good.  So,  the  abfolutenefs 
of  that  other  part  of  the  promile,  “  I  hat  feed-time 
and  harveft  (hall  not  ceafe  ;  doth  not  a  whit  difeharge 
the  hufbandman  either  of  his  ulefulnefs  or  duty  ;  but 
evinceth  the  one,  and  cnforceth  the  other  ;  giving  al- 
fo  encouragement  to  him  in  his  work.  T  he  force  of 
this  anfwer  will  not  be  evaded  by  alledging,  that  God 
affords  them  means  proper  and  lufficient  for  Iced  time 
and  harveft  ;  that  is,  they  have  fitting  ieafons,  with 
feed-corn,  horfes,  ploughs,  and  other  utenfils  of  huf- 
bandry  and  that  is  all  thepromife  intends  j  and  if  they 
improve  them  not,  the  fault  is  their  own  :  true,  it  is 
fo,  and  they  (hall  fmart  for  their  neglect  ;  but  what 
will  become  of  the  promife,  and  furenefs  of  the  cov¬ 
enant  ?  therefore,  this  is  not  all  that  God  doth  for 
men  in -this  point:  he  that  decreed  how  long  the 
earth  fhall  endure,  and  what  number  of  men  he  will 
raiie  up  upon  it  ;  did  alfo  decree  his  own  upholding 
thereof  during  that  t;me  ;  and  by  what  means  thole 
men  fhould  be  propagated,  and  kept  alive  ;  and  did 
accordingly  put  into  them  the  principles  of  felf-pre- 
fervation  :  by  which  they  are  naturally  prompted  to 
theufe  of  them,  as  they  are  to  cat,  drink,  and  fleep  : 
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He  hath  fet  the  world  in  their  hearts”  Ecclef 
tn-  n.  As  the  deft  (hall  certainly  be  laved,  and 
alio  prepared  for  that  falvation  ;  fo  hath  the  Lord  ap¬ 
pointed  them  inch  a  miniftry,  and  lor  fo  long  a  time 
and  their  attendance  thereon  in  luch  a  manner  as 
bell  agreeth  to  his  own  intent,  and  which  he  will  bid's 
nnd  make  effeftual  for  that  end  ;  as  rs  feen  by  his 

and  notPlU|  it0,  CC’tain  plaCes’  wbere  he  Inuft  preach, 
'  h°kl  bls  l,eace  •  why  ?  becaufe  God  had 
ci dr  people  there  (that  is,  of  his  eleft  ones),  who 

inu,fr  ,e  bi;ouSbt  in  by  Paul’s  miniftry  :  Bithynia 

ft  PrfHS’ihVs  not  fuffewd  t0  g°  int0>  though 

C  ,  ,‘  i  God  il,ad  not  >'ct  any  work  lor  him  there. 

I  hole  that  are  to  be  taken,  the  Lord  will  bring  them 

under  tne  means,  as  he  did  that  Ihoal  of  fillies  under 

Peter  s  net,  John,  xxi.  6.  witnefs  the  Eunuch,  Cor- 

nd.u",  the  jailor,  and  others.  And  this  means,  wheth- 

ei  powerful  or  llmple  in  man’s  efteem,  it  is  ail  one  to 

Goo  ;  his  word  ihali  acccmplilh  that  he  fends  it  for  : 

tmu  tne  weaker  the  means  are,  the  more  is  the  pow- 

er  of  God  magnified.  See  Acts  ii.  how  by  illiterate 

men  s  miniftry,  he  took  them  by  thoufands,  and  «  ad- 

,ei  *■?.  113  cbu'ch  daily  fuch  as  Ihould  be  laved,” 

,  s’  u.  9,  io,  ii.  47.  So,  then,  the  miniftry  of 

he  go, pel  is  m  no  wile  made  ufelefs  or  defeftimable 
by  tne  doftrme  of  abfolute  Eleftion,  but  is  rather 
greatened  thereby,  as  being  the  “  power  of  God  to 
that  lalvation  he  hath  chofen  us  to. ’I, 

Obj  Or  what  great  confequence  to  the  world:  are 
t.ie  richeft  gilts  ot  wilciom,  knowledge,  utterance, &c.  - 

)r  ,  lllG(e  who  are  in  any  poffibility  of  beinn  faved 

Y  t“em>  and  (hail  as  cert ainiy  be  faved  without 
them  ? 

1  Anfw.  I  hat  the  richeft  gifts  of  wifdom,  knowh 
cugt,  utteiance,  me  of  no  great  confequence  to  the 

’  1S  no  con^quent  ot  the  do&rine  of  abfolute 
action  ;  tor  they  are  given  “  for  the  perfecting  ot 
|J:e  ‘;imts  and  ed, tying  the- body  orXhriU/’  (that  is, 

■  c  CiCg:'  :)  anc*  chverhties  of  gifts,  tnanifefla- 

,  ’  lions, 
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tions,  and  operations,  do  concur  to  the  Tame  end, 
fince  it  is  the  fame  God  who  worketh  all  in  all  ;  that 
is,  he  appoints  men  to  falvation,  thefe  gifts,  as  a  means 
to  prepare  them  for  it,  and  makes  them  effeftual 
thereto.  But  that  thole  richeft  gifts  of  wifdom, 
knowledge,  and  utterance,  are  of  no  great  ufe  or  con- 
fequence  to  the  world,  is  a  very  natural  confequent  of 
that  dodtrine,  which  tells  the  world  that  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ftars,  do  preach  the  gofpel  fufficiently  for 
falvation  :  which  if  they  do,  wherein  (indeed)  are 
thole  richeft  gifts  to  be  efteemed  ?  and  to  what  end 
is  this  wafte  ?  Why  fhould  the  beft  of  men  iuffer 
ftripes,  imprifonments,  and  death,  for  doing  that 
which  might  be  done  by  thofe  above  the  reach  of 
danger  ?  And,  withal,  it  is  too  well  known  and  obvi¬ 
ous,"  that  men  of  greateft  knowledge,  utterance,  and 
depth  of  reafon  (luch  as  are  filled  the  princes  or  this 
world),  they  are  not  always  (nay,  very  rarely)  the 
fafteft  friends  of  truth  and  godlinefs  ;  and  thole  few 
that  be,  are  not  alvcays  moft  fuccefsiul  in  their  work, 
Ecclef.  ix.  ii.  v/hen  as  lome  others,  meanly  furnifh- 
ed  in  comparifon,  have  turned  the  world  uplidedown, 
2  Cor.  xii.  10.  Adis*  xvii.  6.  2  Cor.  x.  10.  The 
Lord  oft-times  rejects  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  re¬ 
veals  himfelf  by  babes  ;  to  take  from  men  occafion 
of  boafting  ;  and  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  faith  of 
his  people  doth  not  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but 
in  the  power  of  God,  1  Cor.  ii.  5.  “  Whofe  weak- 
nefs  is  ftronger  than  men,  and  his  foolifhnefs  wiicr,” 
chap.  i.  25. 

Obj.  Upon  what  account  can  men  be  prefled  to  a 
frequent,  diligent,  confcicntious  attendance  on  the 
miniftry  ;  if  falvation,  and  confequently  preparation, 
and  meetnefs  for  falvation,  (hall  as  certainly  be  had 
by  a  broken,  carelefs,  fuperficial  attendance  in  this 
kind  ? 

Anfw,  On  what  account  did  the  Lord  fo  frequent¬ 
ly  admonifh  his  people,  “  to  keep  the  law,  without 
turning  afide  ;  to  circumcife  their  hearts  ;  and  to  be 
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no  more  ftiff-necked  and  this,  as  the  condition  of 
their  ootaining  Canaan  ?  if  all  their  unworthinefs 
coud  not  deprive  them  of  Canaan,  which  the  author 
Of  this  objca,o„  dfewhere  affirm,  they  co„ld“ot 
u.  fill  tiler  ,  as  men  are  creatures,  it  is  their  duty  to 

zi  ; and- in  «■«'<-,  mis 

,1  '  ln  ,hls  ordinances,  and  that  with  all  dili¬ 

gence,  although  the  butinets  of  their  (alvation  was  not 
concerned  but  much  more  lince  it  is,  “any 
■  u.g  o  lelf-concern  may  enforce  a  duty  :  and  truly 
tne  prelent  fweetnels  that  is  in  the  good  ways  of  God7 
is  argument  fulficient  to  induce  ouf  moll  fcrious  at-’ 

fo  InisS-  B“‘  thM  ftlvation-  °r  n>«tnefs 

J  (alvation,  may  as  certainly  be  had  by  a  carelefs  at- 

naanee,  is  far  from  the  dodrine  of  abfolute  Eledion 

o  u  ,ur  PrCireth  ‘£  ftiU  as  an  important  duty, 
give  all  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  elec- 

V.cn  fure.  But,  really,  remifsnefs  in  duty  is  the  nat- 

mi  rCS.  °  that  doftrine  which  teacheth,  that  a 
man  poffib.y  may  lofe  ail  he  hath  run  for  at  the  laft 
Jtep  :  for  who  will  ftrain  and  toil  himfelf  (as  they 
teim  it)  for  an  uncertainty?  And  if  there  be  any 
iuch,  who  negled  their  duty,  becaufe  if  defied  they 
are  ure  to  be  laved,  they  give  but  a  ferry  evidence 
of  their  ft  ate  ;  and  they  are  (commonly)  fuch  as  op- 

po  e- the  doct fine  °f  Election,  and  not  of  thole  who 
hold  for  it. 

.  Ofy-  Sutl1  an  Eledion  as  we  contend  againfl,  we 
Pe  molt  unworthy  the  molt  excellent  nature 
<>i  God  ,  and  to  be  at  manifeft  defiance  witli  his  wif- 
dom,  holinels,  mercy,  jultice,  &c. 

Jnftv.  It  the  Eledion  contended  againfl,  be  fuch 
as  (''O  objector's  arguments  are  pointed  at,  it  is  fuch 
a,  ’  mppofe)  never  was  held  lay  any  ;  and  then  it  is 
m  (pent  time  to  (et  up  counterfeit  notions,  and  make 
a  go  at  bu  finds  of  confuting  them.  But  it  is  abfo- 
mte  Eledion,  without  reiped  to  men’s  works,  that  is 
-/nirai  againfl:  and  for  this,  we  fay,  i.  Abfolute 
Election  is  no  way  contrary  to  the  wifdoni  of  God, 

but 
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but  moft  confonant  thereto  :  for  how  can  it  ftand 
with  his  wildom,  to  determine  the  death  of  h's  Son 
for  the  falvation  of  men,  and  leave  it  undetermined 
(and  confequeutly  uncertain),  whether  any  one  perfon 
fhall  have  falvation  by  it  ?  for  lb  it  nuift  be,  if  Elec¬ 
tion  be  not  abfolute.  2.  It  is  fo  far  from  being  at 
manifeft  defiance  with  the  mercy  of  God,  that  it  is 
moft  congruous  and  fuitable  to  the  very  nature  of  it. 
To  fhew  mercy,  is  to  open  the  heart  to  one  in  dif- 
trefs  ;  to  love  and  to  do  good  to  enemies,  whom  he 
might  as  juftly  have  deftroyed,  and  was  no  way  oblig¬ 
ed  to  lpare,  much  lels  to  advance  them  :  nay,  perhaps 
they  were  deeper  involved  in  guilt  than  other  men, 
even  the  chief  of  finners  ;  which  is  (fure)  the  higheft 
illuftration  of  mercy,  and  far  from  a  manifeft  defiance 
of  it.  3.  It  doth  not  oppoie  the  juftice  of  God  ;  for 
to  whom  is  he  debtor,  or  can  be  ?  All  had  a  ftcck  in 
Adam  ;  and  having  loft  it  by  their  own  default,  God 
is  not  obliged  to  reftore  it  :  therefore  no  injuftice  to 
repair  one,  and  not  another. 

X 

Obj.  Doth  it  argue  any  (overeign  or  high  ftrain  of 
grace,  when  ten  thoufand  have  equally  offended,  to 
pardon  one  or  two  ;  and  implacably  refolve  to  pumlh 
and  torment  all  the  reft  to  the  utmoft  extremity  ? 
And  this  againft  all  poffibie  interveniency  of  forrow 
and  repentance  for  their  faults  ? 

Anfw .  It  were  very  defirable  that  men,  while  they 
pretend  to  argue  for  truth,  would  order  their  fpeecli 
as  becomes  the  gravity  of  fuch  a  fubjeft,  Eccl.  v.  1 . 
and  much  more,  that  they  come  not  (o  near  to  a 
downright  reproaching  that  glorious  grace,  of  which 
we  cannot  have  apprehenfions  awful  enough.  The 
men  who  thus  fpeak,  had  need  to  try  their  fpirits, 
whether  they  be  of  God  ;  iince  from  tire  fame  preru- 
ifes  they  draw  concltifions  quite  contrary  to  thofe, 
who  (we  know)  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft.,,  In  feripture  account,  it  is  no  deroga¬ 
tion  to  the  grace  of  God,  that  he  called  Abraham 
alone  3  leaving  millions  befide  to  their  per, firing  con¬ 
dition. 
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dition.  Nor  can  I  believe  that  Mofes  underftood  it 
a  diiparaging  of  God’s  love  to  mankind,  when  he  tells 
us,  that  he  chofe  the  people  of  Ifraei  alone  for  his 
own  peculiars  ;  who  yet  were  the  feweft  of  any  peo¬ 
ple,  Deut%  vii.  j.  One  of  a  city,  and  two  of  a  fami¬ 
ly,  were  Ids  in  proportion  than  one  or  two  of  ten 
thoufand  ;  yet  no  complaint  upon  it,  by  thole  inter- 
eh.ed  m  that  grace.  Ir  is  the  property  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  to  admire  that  he  loves  any,  and  efpecially  them- 
felves-j  and  not  to  find  fault  becaule  he  loves  not  all 
aiike.  <c  vV  ho  am  I  (fays  David),  that  thou  haft 
brought  me  hitherto  !”  And  Chrift’s  dilciples, 
“  Lord,  why  wilt  thou  manifeft  thyfelf  to  us"  (us 
twelve )  and  not  to  the  world  John,  xiv.  2-2.  It  is 
therefoie  the  more  ft  range  to  confider,  why  and  how, 
any  that  call  themfelVes-  of  the  brotherhood,  came  fo 
to  elpoufe  the  quarrel  of  thole  without  ;  and  that 
with  fuch  eagernets,  as  to  ftrive  and  fall  out  among 
themfelves  about  the  other’s  concerns  :  it  were  more 
advifeable  to  leave  off  chfputing  and  fall  to  practice. 
But  to  anfwer  more  direelly  ;  1.  This  remnant  is 
not  fo  contemptibly  to  be  fpoken  of  ;  they  are  “  ten 
thoufand  times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoulands  of  thou- 
fa^ds,,5  Rev.  v.  11.  And  how  1  mall  foever  the  num¬ 
ber  be  (if  it  were  but  one,  it  were  more  by  one  than 
the  whole  creation  could  delerve),  I  fay,  how  few7  fb- 
ever  they  are,  no  man  knows  but  him  fell  may  be  one 
of  them  ;  unlefs  by  ddpi'fing  the  grace  of  God  in 
Election,  he  hath  proved  it  otherwife  to  himfelf.  2. 
To  pitch  on  a  few  while  in  their  blood  and  enmity 
again  ft  God,  and  refolve  even  then  to  make  them  ev¬ 
erlastingly  happy,  and  that  againft  the  natural  bent  of 
their  own  will,  was  a  grace  much  more  high  and  fov- 
ereign,  than  to  favc  them  for  their  own  better  im¬ 
provement  of  what  they  have  in  common  with  other 
men  ;  lor  that  would  not  be  of  grace,  but  of  debt. 
O  r  d  the  Lord  ihould  bring  ten  thoufand  times  that 
number  into  a  falvabie  ftatc  (as  they  fpeak),  but  fo 
as  (very  poflibly)  not  one  of  them  fhall  ever  be  laved, 

it 
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it  would  not  bring  the  thoufanth  part  of  that  glory 
to  his  grace,  as  to  fave  a  few  invincibly.  3.  If  the 
Lord  did  forefee  that  but  lew  would  believe  ;  and 
yet  refolved  to  lave  none  but  fuch  as  fhould  believe  ; 
then  the  objection  (as  to  fewnefs)  falls  on  the  objed- 
or’s  dodrine,  as  much  as  our’s.  4.  As  for  godly 
forrow,  faith,  and  repentance  ;  they  are  the  gift  of 
God,  and  proper  to  the  eled  :  and  fo,  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  the  intervenienev  of  thefe  in  them  that  are 
left  ;  or  to  fear  an  implacable  refoiution  to  pumfli 
and  torment  any  in  whom  thefe  poflibilities  go  forth 
into  ad. 

Other  allegations  they  have  againfl  the  dodrine  of 
Eledion,  which  will  admit  of  as  plain  a  folution  as 
thofe  above  ;  but  it  being  my  purpofe  to  colled 
what  I  fhali  find  in  the  Scriptures  for  it,  and  not  to 
controvert  the  point  ;  I  proceed  no  further,  but  go 
on  to  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  dodrine  3  only  by  the  way 
let  me  premiie  a  caution  or  two. 

1.  Let  no  man  tax  God  with  injuftice  or  partiality 
becaufe  he  takes  not  all  ;  or  becaufe  not  thole  of 
higheft  efteem  among  men.  Do  not  the  princes  ot 
the  world  exercife  dominion  over  men  like  them- 
felves  ?  Or  is  there  a  fubjed  fo  mean,  but  will  think 
himfelf  wronged,  it  queftioned  for  dilpofing  of  his  own 
(which  yet  is  his  own  but  as  borrowed)  ?  And  {hall 
vain  man  prefume  to  arraign  his  (overeign  Lord  ! 
ts  Woe  to  him  that  flriveth  with  his  Maker,”  Ifa. 
xlv.  9.  If  you  muft  be  meddling,  let  it  be  with  pot- 
fherds  of  earth  like  yourlelves. 

2.  Let  no  man  dilvalue  the  dodrine  of  Eledion 
becaufe  it  takes  in  but  a  remnant :  why  are  they  filled, 
the  little  flock,  but  to  heighten  the  mercy  and  privi¬ 
lege  of  it  in  their  elteem  !  Noah  did  not  contemn  the 
grace  of  God  to  himfelf  and  his  fons,  becaufe  the 
world  of  ungodly  were  excluded  the  ark  ;  nor  the 
remnant  that  efcaped  the  (word  in  Egypt,  jer.  xliv. 
28.  reckon  their  own  deliverance  e’er  the  lei's  mercy, 

j  * 
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in  it  :  men  do  not  ufe  to  flight 

to  •*>**  not  being  InJdwt C-  b„™" 
er  to  value  themfelves  the  more  upon  it 

And  now  as  a  means  to  prevent  or'  remove  the 

5 fl'cr  “  WuSio™  "“1  agliail,-  "*h  t 

ei.er  deductions  which  carnal  reafon  may  be  ant  to 
Jggell  ;  let  us  draw  up  a  few  of  thofe  many  and 
worthy  improvements  this  doctrine  is  capable  of 
above  and  beyond  that  of  the  contrary  teno/ :  a  affo 

hm  ?  f  Ay  i(  upon  *.  And 
f  ,  5  ^eL?  what  fruit  may  be  gathered 

hen  whatlef  ^nches  °f  the  ProPofitio§n  s  and 

ou%.  f  t,1£  gr°iS  °r  Wh0le  of  ]t  Pr°mifcu- 

I.  Since  there  is  an  Election  of  men  to  falvation, 

Ut  kJU  i'n  u  r  a^Fart  ancl  intereft  it  :  though  their 

amonJi'  Ut  T11,  Caft  in  y°Ur  l0t’  and  -™ke  one 
among  them.  My  meaning  is,  that  though  never  fo 

few  are  the  objefts  of  Eled.on,  you  will  nfake  it  your 

bufinefs  to  prove  yourfelf  of  that  few.  If  but  two  in 

the  who.e  world,  who  knows  but  thou  tnayeft  be  one 

°/ .them  •  And  do  !t  rather,  for  fewnefs’s  fake  • 
it  is  our  Saviour  s  argument,  “  They  are  but  few  that 
go  in  at  the  ftra;ght-gate  therefore  ftrive.  The 
JNJinevites  had  not  that  ground  to  believe  God  would 
accept  them  that  you  have  ;  for  their  ruin  was  pro¬ 
nounced  in  peremptory  words,  and  no  room  expreflly 
e;t  lor  repentance  ;  and  yet  they  humbled  thern- 
jt.vcs,  and  turned  from  their  evil  ways,  upon  this  on¬ 
ly  confident, on,  “  Who  can  tell  if  God  will  turn 
away  h,s  fierce  anger,  that  we  perifh  not  ?”  Jonah 
iM.  9  ,°  Jt  is  a  happmefs  worth  your  venturing 
oi  .  foi,  (i.)  You  can  lole  nothing  by  endeavour- 
ing.  (2.)  You  can  hardly  have  a  more  folid  evi¬ 
dence  of  your  being  eleded,  than  to  have  your  head 
taken  with  electing  love,  and  calling  yourfelf  upon  it : 

*ln  3- /  Never  did  any  perifli  who  ventured  on  this 
bottom. 


II.  From 
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II.  From  the  dodtrine  of  Eledt  ion’s  abfolutenefs 
is  evidenced  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  of  God, 
in  that  he  hath  not  left  this  great  concern  to  human 
contrivance,  but  hath  laid  it  more  lure  and  fafe  than 
men  themfelves  would  have  done  :  for  it  is  too  evi¬ 
dent  (by  the  reafonings  that  are  ufed  to  make  Elec¬ 
tion  dependent  and  conditional),  how  it  would  have 
gone,  if  left  to  the  vvildom  of  men.  Rut  I  fhall  not 
doubt  to  affirm,  that  this  dodtrine  of  Eledtion’s  abfo- 
lutenefs  is  much  before-hand  with  that  which  teacheth 
it  to  be  conditional,  both  in  point  of  encouragement, 
and  otherwife  ;  and  that  as  well  before  believing  as 
afterwards. 

1.  Before  a  man  comes  to  believe  ;  fuppofing 
him  to  be  notionally  inftrudted  therein  before.  For 
being  under  convidtion  of  the  greatnefs  and  multitude 
of  his  fins,  and  finding  the  power  of  indwelling  cor¬ 
ruptions  fo  infuperable,  having  alfo  fome  fight  of  the 
holinefs  of  God,  and  that  he  will  by  no  means  clear 
the  guilty,  it  needs  muft  prove  a  difficult  matter,  to 
believe  that  there  is  mercy  and  pardon  for  fuch  a  one 
as  he  j  or  that  ever  thole  domineering  luus  fhouid 
be  made  to  lubmit  :  but  then  considering,  1.  That 
eledling  love  pitches  on  the  chief  of  finners.  2.  That 
it  flows  not  from,  nor  is  founded  upon,  any  condition 
to  be  performed  by  men.  And,  3.  That  Eledtion 
has  in  it  all  that  conduceth  to  life  and  aodlinds  : 
tncie  things  (I  fay)  confidered,  it  cannot  but  have  a 
far  greater  influence  on  the  foul,  to  cleave  unto  God, 
and  follow  hard  after  him,  than  if  his  Eledtion  were 
fu (pended  upon  his  doing  that  which  he  finds  in  htui- 
felf  no  power  to  perform  :  for  he  lees  by  woeful  (and 
yet,  through  grace,  happyj  experience,  that  as  the 
law  is  made  weak  through  the  weaknels  of  the  flefh  ; 
fo  alfo  (fetting  afide  the  abfolutenefs  of  eledling  love), 
all  the  means  of  grace,  which  are  given  in  common 
among  men,  would  be  wholly  ineffedtual  to  lalva- 
tion  :  which  difficulties,  eledling  love  in  its  abfoiuce- 
nels  will  fuperlede,  and  let  him  above  them  all  ;  ef- 

pecially 
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pecially  confidering,  that  faith  and  holincfs  are  as  ab- 
lolutely  promifed  and  provided  for  in  Eledion,  as  faF 
vat  ion  it  felt,  as  the  end  of  faith* 

2.  After  a  man  comes  to  believe,,  this  doclrine  of 
abtolute  Eleftion  is  of  fingular  ufe  and  benefit  to  him, 
botn  as  tending  to  keep  him  on  his  feet,  and  to  raife 
lum  when  he  is  down.  i.  It  is  a  great  prefervative 
m  time  of  temptation.  The  remembrance  of  that 
love  which  looked  upon  him  when  he  was  in  his  blood, 
an  i  faid  he  faould  live,  and  hath  now  alfo  made  good 
us  word  to  him,  mutt  needs  operate  llrongfy  with  a 
gmdous  heart,  againft  whatever  might  be  unworthy 
or  fuch  love  :  let  the  bait  be  never  fo  aptly  fuited,  he 
will  turn  from  it  in  a  holy  difdain  (as  good  Jofeph 
•  iici)  How  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin 
again  ft' God  !”  Gen.  xxxix.  9.  who  hath  dealt  fo 
boumviully  with  me!  2.  Nothing  more  tends  to 
nnc  very  after  a  fall,  than  the  consideration  of  the  free- 
nels  of  God’s  love  at  firft,  and  his  mighty  power  in 
quickening,  when  altogether  dead  ;  and  that  both 
tiide  (namely,  this  love  and  this  power),  are  engaged 
by  an  abfolute  covenant,  to  bring  every  one  that 
takes  hold  thereof  unto  glory  ;  and  therefore  will  re¬ 
ceive  him,  not  only  after,  upon  return  to  his  duty, 
but  in  the  midl/t  of  his  backflidings,  he  will  come  and 
heal  him.  The  Lord’s  way  of  dealing  with  Ephraim 
is  an  inftance  pertinent  to  the  cafe  in  hand  :  “  For 
the  iniquity  of  his  covetoulhefs  was  I  wroth,  and 
fmote  him  :  I  hid  me,  and  was  wroth,  and  he  went 
on  frowardly  in  the  way  of  his  heart.  I  have  feen 
his  ways,  and  will  heal  him  :  I  will  lead  him  alfo,  and 
reftore  comforts  unto  him,  and  to  his  mourners,” 

J la.  lv:i.  17,  18.  And  in  the  xlivth  chapter,  he  doth, 
as  it  were,  clench  and  fallen  this  nail  in  a  lure  place  : 
“  Remember,  O  Jacob,  I  have  formed  thee  ;  thou 
(halt  not  be  forgotten  of  me  :■  I  have  blotted  out 
thylins;  therefore  return  unto  me.”  And,  jer.  iii.  14. 
“  Return,  O  backfliding  children,  for  I  am  married 
unto  you,”  (to  wit,  by  his  covenant  of  Election.) 

To 


.  1 

To  this  purpofe  alfo  is  the  edge  of  Samuel’s  argument 
applied  in  i  Sam.  xii.  20.  22.  “  Fear  not  3  ye  have 

done  all  this  wickednefs  ;  yet  turn  not  afide  from  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Lord  :5’  as  if  he  had  faid,  your  wicked- 
nels  indeed  is  great,  ye  have  highly  provoked  the 
Lord,  by  your  cafting  him  off  :  yet,  be  not  difcour- 
aged,  as  if  the  Lord  would  caff  you  off  :  “  For  the 
Lord  will  not  forfake  his  people  (but  why  ?) 
“  Becaufe  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  you  hue 
people.’*  And  in  ver.  24.  'he  further  backs  it  with 
the  remembrance  of  the  meat  .things  God  had  done 
for  them  afore- time  :  than  which  there  is  nothing  of 
ftronger  tendency  to  a  ioul’s  recovery. 

III.  From  the  perfo'nality  of  Eledion  :  and  IV. 
From  the  eternity  of  its  original,  I  gather  in  general. 

That  fince  the  feriptures  have  fo  highly  renowned 
thefe  two  circuffantial  parts  of  Eledion,  by  fo  frequent 
a  mentioning  of  them  ;  and  that  on  occasions  of  the 
folemneft  import,  we  ought  not  to  pafs  them  by,  as’ 
things  of  indifferent  notice  ;  but  as  being  divdrffy  in- 
ftrudive,  worthy  to  be  kept,  and  foberly  intended  for. 
The  Holy  Ghott  doth  not  ufe  to  inculcate  matters  of 
ordinary  obfervance,  or  little  import :  but  as  nothing 
to  us  dome  great  importancy  in  them  ;  as  taxing  alfo 
our  doth,  and  aptnefs  to  neglect  them  ;  and  to  (fir  up 
our  minds  to  make  the  more  diligent  fearch,  what, 
and  what  manner  of  things  they  are,  and  how  to  be 
improved  :  in  particular, 

From  the  perfonality  of  Eledion  I  infer : 

Infer.  1.  That  it  ought  to  be  minded  as  matter 
of  the  highefl  honor  to  the  parties  concerned.  The 
Lord  illuftrates  Moles  at  no  ordinary  rate,  when  he 
teds  him,  “  I  know  thee  by  name  \ 9  Exod.  xxxiii. 
17.  and,  doijbtlefs,  intended  that  Motes  himfelf 
fhould  fo  account  of  it,  and  be  highly  fatisfied  there¬ 
with,  though  denied  fome  other  things  he  would  fain 
have  had.  Thus  alfo  Paul  fignalizeth  thofe  eminent 

I  faints. 


i-3o  A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

faints,  who  were  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  P'ofpel  5 
that  <c  their  names  were  in  the  book  of  life,”  Phil. 
iv\  3.  And  our  Saviour  propounds  it  to  the  dilci- 
ples,  as  matter  of  the  higheft  exaltation,  that  “  their 
names  were  written  in  heaven,”  Luke,  x.  20.  That 
our  poor  infignificant  names  fhould  be  written  in  God’s 
book,  and  laid  up  among  his  treafures  in  heaven,  when 
the  generality  of  names  (even  names  of  note),  are 
written  m  the  duft,  let  it  not  feem  a  light  matter  to 
us  :  tor  tms  is  that  “  everlafting  name,  which  never 
Hull  be  cut  off,”  Ifa.  lvi.  5. 

Infer.  2.  1  he  knowledge  of  this  thing  (namely, 

that  God  has  thus  taken  notice  of  our  name),  is  a 
great  privilege  to  them  that  know  it.  It  enlarges  the 
heart  to  higher  expectations  ;  it  gives  boldnefs  (or 
freedom)  of  lpecch  towards  God  ;  as  if  nothing  were 
too  great  for  luch  a  one  to  afk.  See  how  Mofes 
grows  upon  it  ;  no  fboner,  fays  God,  “  I  know  thee 
by  name,”  but  Moles  (as  wrapt  into  the  fecond,  and 
fain  would  be  in  the  third  heaven)  prelently  replies, 
u  1  befeech  thee,  fhew  me  thy  glory  !” 

Infer.  3.  As  it  is  a  matter  of  honor  and  privilege, 
fo  it  will  prove  one  of  your  belt  titles  to  your  heaven¬ 
ly  inheritance*  It  will  fignify  lomething  one  day 
(however  by  fome  too  lightly  efteemed  now),  when 
it  (ball  be  the  g>eat  diftinguifhing  character  between 
you  and  the  world  :  whoever  he  be  that  derives  not 
his  genealogy  from  this  regifter,  will  be  put  from  the 
heavenly  prieflhood.  Nch.  vii.  64.  The  new  Jeru- 
falcm  admits  none  but  luch  whole  “  names  are  written 
in  the  book  of  life,”  Rev.  xxi.  27.  yea  every  one  that 
is  not  found  written  there,  fhall  be  caft  into  a  lake  of 
fire,  chap.  xx.  15.  therefore  “  give  all  diligence  to 
make  your  election  fure.” 

Infer.  4.  It  alio  imports  matter  of  duty  from  us. 
When  princes  confer  titles  of  honor,  lands,  or  immu¬ 
nities  *  they  ufe  to  referve  fome  kind  of  rent,  or  other  • 
fervice,  to  mind  their  iubjects  (though  favourites),  of 
whom  they  hold.  You  have  no  luch  way  of  owning 

your 
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your  great  benefactor,  nor  no  fuch  means  of  being 
confiderable  in  the  world  ;  as  by  bearing  the  badge 
and  imprefs  of  him  who  gave  you  this  name  of  honor. 
Let  his  name  therefore  be  named  upon  you  ;  carry 
his  name  in  your  bofom  3  bear  it  on  your  fhoufders, 
and  the  “  palms  of  your  hands  :  let  the  choiceft  of 
your  affedions,  the  chief  of  your  ftrength,  and  the 
whole  of  youi  adivity,  be  employed  for  his  honor  3 
let  every  thing  you  do,  bear  an  impreffion  of  him 
whole  name  is  holy. 


Then,  from  the  antiquity  of  Eledion. 

12.4  '  • 

Infer.  1.  Let  the  ancientnefs  of  eleding  love,  draw 
up  our  hearts  to  a  very  dear  and  honorable  efteem  of 
it  Pieces  of  antiquity  (though  of  bafe  metal,  and 
otherw.le  of  little  ule  or  value),  how  venerable  are 
they  with  learned  men  ?  and  ancient  charters,  how 
careful  are  men  to  preferve  them  ;  although  they  con¬ 
tain  but  temporary  privileges,  and  fometimes  but  of 
trivial  moment  ?  how  then  fhould  the  great  charter 
ot  heaven,  fo  much  older  than  the  world,  and  contain- 

!n8-atterS  °^.eternal  weight  and  glory  ;  which  alfo 
hath  been  confirmed  by  fo  many  promiles  ;  exempli¬ 
fied  by  multitudes  of  cafes  ;  with  a  feal  affixed  more 
predous  than  heaven  itfelf  (all  which  proclaim  the 
eternal  vahdity  of  it)  ;  how  fhould  this,  I  fay,  be  had 
m  everlalting  remembrance,  and  the  thoughts  thereof 
->e  very  precious  to  us  ;  lying  down,  riling  up,  and  all 
he  day  long  accompanying  of  us  !  and  how  careful 

1  ^U|C  n?t  0n!.y  t0  keeP  t*1's  charter  uncancel¬ 

ed,  but  alfo  to  keep  it  clean  from  all  forts  of  dull  and 

foil,  by  which  the  legiblenefs  thereof  might  any  ww 
be  obfeured  to  ourfelves  or  others  !  ;  '  y 

Inf., .  z.  Let  Lledion  s  eternal  origin  be  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  its  eternal  duration  ;  and  fo,  of  the  faints 

everhdh  C  '°  gl°7*  That  which  is 

:\  erlaRmg,  (lull  be  to  everlafting  ;  if  the  root  be 

eternal, 
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eternal,  fo  are  the  branches.  Surely,  for  this  good 
end  (among  others),  it  is  twice  recorded  in  the  Reve¬ 
lation,  that  44  their  names  were  written  in  the  book  of 
life,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world/’  Rev.  xiii.  8* 
and  xvii.  8.  namely,  to  fignify  and  allure,  that  the 
elecf  fhall  be  fafejy  and  furely  kept  from  thofe  dread¬ 
ful  apoftafies,  which  the  reft  of  the  world  fhall  fall  in¬ 
to,  and  be  overwhelmed  with.  And  hence  (perhaps) 
it  is,  that  we  read  of  nothing  done  in  eternity,  but 
election,  and  things  appendant,  or  peculiar  thereto  ; 
as  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  the  Lamb  fiain,  the 
kingdom  prepared,  &c.  Election  is  an  eternal  foun¬ 
tain,  that  never  leaves  running,  while  a  veffel  is  emp¬ 
ty  or  capable  of  holding  more  ;  and  it  (lands  open  to 
all  comers  :  therefore,  come  ;  and  if  you  have  net  / 
fufficient  of  your  own,  go  and  borrow  veffels,  empty 
velfels,  not  a  few  ;  44  pay  your  debts  out  of  it,  and 
live  on  the  reft,”  to  eternity,  2  Kings,  iv.  7. 

V.  From  the  doflrine  of  choofing  in  Chrift. 

Infer.  1.  It  is  an  high  demonflration  of  God’s  love 
to  his  chofen.  We  may  fay  of  it  as  Huram  to.Solo- 
mon,  44  Bccaufe  the  Lord  loved  his  people,  he  fet  his 
Son  over  them,”  2  Chron.  ii.  11.  It  is  alfo  an  em¬ 
inent  proof  of  his  manifold  wifdom,  to  contrive  the 
bleffednefs  ot  his  people  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhould 
moth  certainly  fecure  their  obtainment  of  it  ;  molt 
fignallv  il iufl  rate  his  love  to  them  ;  and  fo,  mod  affec¬ 
tionately  win  upon  their  hearts,  and  to  oblige  them 
to  himfelf  forever.  Wc  may  hence  alfodifcern  iomc- 
thing  of  that  immenfe  ereatnefs  and  holinefs  of  God  ; 
that  though  he  fo  loved  his  eleCl,  as  to  make  them 
fc  one  in  himfelf,”  John,  xvii.  21.  that  union  could 
not  be  admitted  without  a  Mediator  equal  with  him¬ 
felf. 

Infer.  2.  Gather  hence  your  liability  and  fafety  : 
whatever  flraight  or  difficulty  you  are  entering  upon, 
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cc  drink  of  this  brook  in  the  way,”  and  lift  up  your 
head.  Whatever  pertains  to  life  and  godlir.efs,  grace 
and  glory,  this  life  and  that  to  come,  is  all  laid  up  in 
Chrift  (as  all  forts  of  food  in  the  ark,  for  thofe  who 
found  grace  in  his  fight),  all  fu!ne!s  dwells  in  him, 
Col.  ii.  9.  John,  i.  16.  and  that  for  you.  He  is  not 
only  a  root  (Table  in  himfelf,  but  eftablifhing  to  you  ; 
communicating  flip  and  (pint  to  all  his  branches  : 
while  there  is  life  in  him,  you  cannot  die.  T  his  it  is 
that  makes  the  faints  ftand  firm  and  lecure  in  the 
mid  ft  of  dangers ;  c-  the  evil  one  toucheth  them  not,” 
1  John,  v.  18.  Let  all  the  rebel  crew  of  adverfaries 
(Satan,  the  world,  your  own  evil  hearts)  affociate 
themfelves,  and  take  counfel  together,  it  all  comes  to 
nought  :  let  their  a  (fault  s'  be  renewed  again  and  again, 
they  are  (till  beaten  off':  they  gird  thernfelves,  and 
are  broken  in  pieces  ;  they  gird  again,  and  again  they 
are  broken  in  pieces  :  thus  it  is,  and  thus  it  {hall  be 
to  the  end  of  our  warfare  :  “  for  God  is  with  us,”  Ifa. 
viii.  9,  10.  This  was  it  made  David  feailefs,  even 
“  in  the  valley  and  ihadow  of  death,  the  Lord  was 
with  him,”  Pial.  xxiii.  4.  And  thofe  three  noble 
confeffors,  they  walked  fecure  in  the  fiery  furnace,  be- 
caufe  44  the  Son  of  God  was  among  them,  Dan.  iii. 
25.  Therefore  do  all,  fuffer  all,  and  expect  all,  as 
being  in  Chrift,  and  not  otherwife  :  but  woe  to  him 
that  is  alone,  who  when  he  fails,  hath  not  Chrift  to 
help  him  up. 

Infer .  3.  Let  this  your  relation  to  Chrift  be  evi¬ 
denced  by  your  likenefs  to  him  :  Lie  that  is  joined 
“  to  the  Lord,  is  one  fpirit,”  1  Cor.  vi.  1  7.  “  The 

holy  oil  that  was  poured  on  your  head,  runs  down  to 
the  fkirts  of  his  garments  f  that  is  to  the  very  mean- 
eft  of  his  followers  ;  and  they  carry  along  the  pleafant 
feent  with  them,  wherever  they  go  (or  fhould  do  as 
Paul  did,  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  It  is  natural  to  thole  marri¬ 
ed  unto  Chrift  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  Rom. 
vii.  4.  and  fee  it  be  luch  as  will  abide  the  teft,  endure 
all  forts  of  weather,  and  be  bettered  by  it. 

Infer.  4. 
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.  h‘fer-  4-  *1  h>s  doftrine  illuflrates  that  of  juftifica- 
t'on  ;  as  Chewing  wherein  the  true  matter  o(  iuftifvina 
righteoufnefs  doth  confift,  and  how  it  comes  to  be 
ouis.  Our  faith  (or  acf.  of  believing)  cannot  be  the 
matter  of  it,  tor  that  it  is  an  imperfed  thing  ;  and  fo 
cannot  be. reckoned  in  the  place  of  perfeft  righteouf- 
f,  s  :  ‘°r  11  be  a  righteoufnefs  perfedly  perfed 
, lat  juftifies,  as  it  was  a  fin  perfedly  finful  that  con¬ 
demned.  1  his  righteoufnefs  alfo  muff  be  our  own 
in  a  way  of  right,  as  Adam’s  fin  alfo  was,  though  per¬ 
formed  in  the  perfon  of  another.  Chrift  and  Adam 
ting  paiallels  in  their  headfhip,  the  imputation  of 
the  one’s  guiltinefs,  and  of  the  other's  righteoufnefs, 
are  righteoufly  applied  to  their  refpedive  feeds.  '  And 
tins  was  a  main  end  of  the  Lord’s  putting  thofe  he 
would  juftify  into  Chrift  ;  that  he  “  being&made  fin, 
and  a  curft-  for  them  ;  they  might  be  made  the  right- 
eoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ;  and  fo,  God  might  be  juft 
in  juftifying  of  them.”,  Faith  in  this  matter  holds 
the  place  of  an  evidence  or  feal  of  that  righteoufnefs 
which  belonged  to  us  as  being  in  Chrift,  before  we  be-' 
leved  (as  Canaan  did  to  Abraham’s  feed  before  they 
were  born)  ;  and  it  is  given  to  us  on  the  account  of 
our  mtei eft  therein,  Phil.  in.  12.  that  we  might  ap¬ 
prehend  it,  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  it,  Phil.  i.  29, 
which  is  furely  a  far  better  ground  to  build'  our  jufti- 
fkation  upon,  than  our  weak  and  imperfect  faith, 
which  ftands  in  need  daily  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  for  its  own  fupport.  But  let  not  faith  lofe  of 
its  due  refpedt  :  it  is  a  precious  grace,  and  may  not 
fufter  difparagement.  Though  it  doth  not  originate 
your  title  to  juftification  ;  it  is  the  belt  evidence  ye 
can  have  for  it  ;  though  it  be  not  your  peace-maker 
(primarily),  it  is  yet  of  that  important  ufefulnefs,  that 
your  peace  cannot  be  compleated,  nor  can  you  know 
that  your  peace  is  made  without  it.  Your  record  is 
m  heaven,  and  cannot  be  pleaded  here  (the  court  of 
conicience  takes  no  notice  of  it),  until  exemplified 
under  the  feal  of  faith.  It  is  fomewfat  like  the  in- 
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ftriimentum  pacts ,  where  parties  have  been  at  variance  ; 
though  the  peace  be  made,  and  terms  agreed,  it  has 
not  its  lull  effect,  until  ratified  on  both  tides,  and  ex¬ 
changed.  Therefore, 

Infer .  5.  Make  it  the  main  part  of  your  care  and 
bufinefs  to  get  into  Chrifb,  and  to  abide  in  him. 

VI.  The  founding  of  Ele&ion  upon  grace,  affords 
us  divers  ufeful  inliruftions  :  as, 

Infer,  i.  To  fall  down  and  adore  the  great  God, 
for  this  unfpeakable  difcovery  of  his  love  to  men.  It 
is  one  of  the  richeft  mercies  that  he  would  not  betruft 
us  in  our  own  keeping  :  that  another  (and  he  one 
that  had  not  the  lead  need  of  us;  fhould  be  more 
provident  for  us,  than  we  would  have  been  for  our- 
felves  :  that  our  cbiefeft  intereft  fnould  have  the  high- 
eft  fecurity  :  that  it  fhould  be  founded  upon  grace  \ 
the  attribute  which  our  great  King  mod  delights  to 
honour  ;  and  that  he  fhould  do  it,  as  it  were,  againft 
our  wills  ;  for  fo  it  is,  inafmuch  as  to  graft  our  hap- 
pinefs  on  the  will  of  another,  is  contrary  to  nature  : 
of  all  bottoms,  we  fhould  not  have  pitched  it  there  ; 
and  yet,  in  truth,  no  other  ground  would  hold  us  : 
his  name  may  well  be  called  Wonderful  ;  “  It  is  not 
after  the  manner  of  men  :  this  is  the  Lord’s  doing, 
and  let  it  be  marvelous  in  our  eyes,”  Pfal.  cxviii.  23. 

Infer.  2.  It  fhews  what  reafon  we  have  to  difcard 
and  cafhier  for  ever  that  groundlefs  and  blind -told 
opinion,  which  lays  the  ftrels  of  falvation  on  a  thing 
of  nought  :  for  what  elfe  is  the  will  of  a  frail  and  mu¬ 
table  man  ?  to  forfake  a  living  fountain,  and  reft  on 
a  ciftern,  a  broken  ciftern,  what  folly  is  it  !  to  call 
our  eagle’s  wings,  and  truft  to  a  foot  out  of  joint  ; 
who  would  do  it  that  is  not  void  of  undcrftandina  ? 

o 

furely  Job  was  aware  of  it,  when  he  profeflfeth,  “  He 
would  not  value  a  life  that  depended  on  his  owrv 
righteoufnefs,”  Job,  ix.  15.  21. 
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The  grace  of  God  is  little  beholden  to  that  doc- 
-ne,  which  would  give  the  glory  of  it  to  a  gracelefs 
_  nag  ,  and  as  little  have  the  iouls  of  men  to  thank 
u  or :  it  feeds  them  with  dreams  and  fancies :  which, 
wnen  they  awake,  will  leave  them  “  hardly  beftead, 

f,”  11Un]f,y  and  lt  lha11  come  to  pals,  that  when 
they  Hi  all  be  hungry,  they  fhall  fret  themfelyes,  and 

tude  their  king  and  their  God,  and  look  upward,’? 

.g','111'  2L-l\  d'heiefore,  fit  not  down  under  the 
Kioow  of  that  gourd  ;  it  hath  a  worm  at  the  root  ; 
and  they  will  not  be  held  guiltlefs,'  nor  kept  from  the 
korching  fun,  whoever  they  be  that  (helter  themfelves 
m  the  covert  of  it.  It  is  a  fpark  of  men’s  own  kind- 
hng  wherewith,  though  compaffed  round,  they  will 
ue  down  m  forrow,  (chap.  1.  1 1.)  Therefore  let  thole 
"  0  difrelifh  tnis  doctrine,  becaufe  it  founds  not  fal- 
yation  upon  felf,  look  well  to  their  Handing,  and  fhift 

Mer.  3.  Fall  in  practically  with  the  doctrine  of 
e  yet  ion,  as  founded  upon  grace.  As  it  was  grace 
rtuidi  gave  you  your  elect  being,  fo  let  it  be  your 
ipirit  and  utmoft  endeavour  to  improve  this  your  be¬ 
ing  to  the  praife  of  that  grace,  i.  Give  it  the  foie 
honour  of  election’s  original  :  buffer  not  free-will- 
&racc’  or  any  thing  elfe,  to  pretend  to  a  fliare  in  the 
paientage  of  it  ;  let  not  your  faith,  whether  forefeen 
oi  pci  feet ed,  be  reckoned  the  ground-work  or  mo¬ 
tive  of  your  election  ;  it  is  a  branch  of  it  ;  and  the 
branch  (you  know)  cc  cannot  b  ar  the  root,”  Rom. 
xi.  18.  Even  faith  itfelfmuft  not  (and  if  it  be  right- 
faith,  it  will  not)  “  gather  where  it  hath  not  ftrew- 
cd.”  Own  nothing  (therefore}  that  may  detraft 
from  the  honour  that  is  due  to  foyereign  grace. 

2.  Bear  yourfelf  upon  this  grace,  againft  all  your 
weaknefs  and  unworthinefs  :  let  not  thebe  di (courage 
y  11,  but  rather  plead  them  as  occafions  by  which 
hyace  will  be  manifefted  and  magnified,  and  I  hew  it- 
ick  to  be  what  it  is.  Thus  did  David  3  «  Pardon  my 
3  i!-;i  it  15  greag  PtaL  xxv.  1 1,  and  Moles*  when 
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all  the  people's  obedience  could  not  furnifh  him  with 
an  argument  for  God's  continuing  his  pretence  with 
them  ;  what  is  his  plea.  ?  They  are  an  honed  ingen¬ 
uous  people  ;  tradable  to  thy  commands  ;  pliant  to 
thy  will  :  they  are  worthy  dor  whom  thou  fhoifdeft 
do  this  ;  for  they  love  thy  company,  and  have  built 
thee  a  tabernacle  ?  No,  there  is  none  of  this  duff  in 
it  :  but,  u  Let  my  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  go  with  us  ; 
for  it  is  a  ftiff-necked  people  ;  their  neck  is  an  iron 
finew,  and  tlv  ir  brow  brafs,”  Excel,  xxxiv.  9.  there¬ 
fore  go  thou  with  us,  to  better  us,  to  (often  us,  and 
to  pardon  us  :  and  by  this  fhall  the  freeners  of  thy 
grace  appear  to  us  :  tor,  fcC  hew  el(e  fhall  it  be  known 
that  1  and  this  people  have  found  grace  in  thy  fight  ?” 
Exod.  xxxiii.  46.  but  yet,  withal  •;  (1.)  Look  that 
ye  make  not  a  light  matter  of  your  fins,  or  of  your 
finfulnefs  :  you  cannot  think  bad  enoug  1  of  yourfelf, 
or  of  them  ;  nor  be  too  much  humbled  ;  only,  be 
not  cad  down.  (2.)  Ule  the  means  that  grace  hath 
appointed  :  “  Watch,  and  be  iober  ;  watch  unto 
prayer  ;  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,”  and  keep 
it  dole  about  you  ;  your  (word  and  your  fhield  be 
lure  you  forget  not  :  but  dill  let  your  eyes  be  towards 
the  hand  of  grace,  through  Chrid,  for  counfel,  ftrength, 
agency,  and  every  good  thing  ;  and  depend  on  it  lor 
Conferring  and  ad  mating  the  grace  it  hath  wrought  in 
you,  as  plants  do  on  their  roots  :  the  fpouie,  alter 
married  to  Chrid,  prays  to  be  u  drawn  to  him,” 
Cant.  i.  4.  (3.)  Whatever  befate  you,  remember  the 

good  pleafure  or  God  is  in  it  ;  hold  your  peace  as 
Aaron  did.  Lev.  x.  3.^  or  if  you  mud  fpeak,  “letvour 
fpeech  be  teafoned  with  fait  :  it  is  the  Lord,  let  him 
do  as  it  leemeth  him  good,”  1  Sam.  iii.  18. 

Other  ufetul  inferudions  from  the  dodrine  ofEledion 

in  genera],  and  together. 

I.  It  being  a  dodrine  of  fo  great  importance,  be  not 
jndifferent  about  it  :  put  yourlelf  on  the  trial  touching 

your 
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your  intereft  in  it,  and  bring  forth  your  evidences  for 
obtervc  what  are  the  properties  of  God’s  cleft 
and  lee  u  they  ftand  on  your  fide.  ’ 

'  1  •  Kuching  the  great  bufinefs  of  falvation,  do 

you  iubmit  to  mercy  without  indenting,  and  making 
terms  with  God  ?  have  you  laid  yourfelf  at  his  feet! 
with  “  peradventure  he  will  fave  me  alive  and  if 
he  fay,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  thee  ;  Lo,  here  I  am, 
and  here  I  will  lie  :  it  I  mutt  perifh,  [  will  perifh  here  ; 
1  cannot  die  in  a  better  place  or  pofture.  Thus  did 
Jo  ,  v^hen  the  Lord  Teemed  to  let  himfelf  agamft 
him,  as  refolved  to  defiroy  him,  yet  ftill  he  retolved 
to  tiuft  in  him,  and  to  hold  faft  his  integrity,  Job, 
xiii.  15.  This  is  a  love  more  noble,  and  of  an  higher 
extraft,  than  thofe  are  acquainted  with,  who  con¬ 
clude,  that  upon  their  doing  this  and  that  (which  they 
fuppofe  every  man  hath  power  to  do),  they  thall  be 
faved  ;  for  fuch  kind  of  love  is  mercenary  :  he  will 
not  ftir,  nor  look  towards  the  vineyard,  until  he  hath 
agreed  for  his  penny  ;  the  other  goes  in,  and  falls  to 
his  work,  and  leaves  to  his  matter  to  give  him  what  is 
meet,  Matt.  xx.  2,  7.  11.  which  alfo  he  leaves  to  his 
matter’s  judgment,  and  not  his  own  :  and  truly  he 
fpeeds  never  the  worfe  for  his  fo  doing.  But  I  would 
not  be  taken  to  intend  a  contentation  or  willingnefs 
to  be  deftroved  :  this  I  hope  is  pleaded  before,  under 
the  firft  general  head. 

2.  Do  you  own  God’s  fovereign  commands,  with¬ 
out  deputing  ?  Abraham  did  thus  in  the  bufinefs  of 
Ifaac  ;  Although  he  could  not  fee  how  the  promife  of 
God  and  the  killing  of  his  fon  could  ttand  together; 
and  fo  will  Abraham’s  children  do.  They  know  that 
their  Lord  is  a  great  King,  hath  abfolute  dominion, 
giveth  account  of  none  of  his  matters  :  what  he  is 
pleafed  to  command,  their  duty  is  to  obey,  without 
afking  a  reaton  why  r  or,  how  will  thefe  confift  ?  fuch 
demands  become  not  the  lips  of  thofe  who  live  upon 
grace. 


3.  Doth 
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3.  Doth  your  love  towards  God  hold  the  fame 
courfe  that  his  love  hath  done  towards  you  ?  All 
that  God  hath  done,  or  will  do,  for  his  chofen,  is  the 
product  of  electing  love.  Does  all  your  obedience 
arife  from  love  ?  and  does  this  love  of  yours  grow  out 
of  his  ?  is  his  eledting  love  the  root  of  it  ?  is  all  that 
you  do  towards  God,  in  a  way  of  gratitude  and  duty, 
and  with  defign  to  glorify  his  grace  ?  and  when  the 
Lord  feems  to  go  from  you,  do  you  follow  the  hard¬ 
er  after  him  ;  as  he  for  a  long  time  followed  you, 
waiting  that  he  might  be  gracious  unto  you  ?  this  is 
truly  a  God-like  love  :  the  eminency  whereof  lies  in 
this,  that  “  he  loved  us  when  enemies  to  him  and 
loved  us  into  a  likenefs  to  himfelf ;  anfwerable  where¬ 
to,  we  fhouid  love  him,  even  while  our  fears  may  ap¬ 
prehend  hirn  to  be  our  enemy  ;  and  through  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  love  fecretly  working  in  our  hearts,  go  on  to 
love  him,  until  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be  rifen  upon 
us.  You  could  not  thus  love  God,  if  he  had  not  lov¬ 
ed  you  firft,  1  John,  ii.  19. 

4.  Do  you  rejoice  in  the  thoughts  of  electing  love, 
what  it  is,  and  whence  it  came  ?  what  it  hath  defign¬ 
ed  for  you,  and  will  bring  you  unto  at  laft  ?  is  it  your 
delight  to  converge  with  the  book  of  life  ?  and  do 
you  rejoice  more  that  cc  your  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  than  if  devils  were  fubjedt  to  you  ?”  when 
your  flefh  and  your  heart  fail  you,  do  you  look  to 
electing  love  as  your  flrength  and  portion,  and  count 
it  a  goodly  heritage  ?  Pfal.  xvi.  6.  Do  you  aim  at 
that  which  electing  love  defigned  you  for,  and  becaufe 
fo  defigned,  if  by  any  means  you  may  attain  to  it  ? 
and  are  you  better  fatislied  to  be  at  the  good  pleafure 
of  God,  than  at  your  own  ?  and  blefs  his  wifdom  and 
grace,  for  undertaking  the  difpofure  of  your  eternal 
intereft  ?  fuch  fruit  could  not  be,  but  from  that  feed 
gf  God. 

Let  me  add  a  few  tokens  more  of  true  love,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  ordinary  acceptation  and  conduct  a- 
fnong  men,  1.  He  that  loves  another,  will  delight 
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in  Ins  prefence,  and  feck  oceafions  of  converfin0,  with 
him,  2.  ifemg  abfent,  lie  thinks  much  upon  him, 
and  gives  welcome  entertainment  to  whatever  may  be 
a  remembrance  of  him.  3.  He  will  feek  the  well- 
pleafednefs  of  him  who  is  the  objedl  of  his  love,  by 
p relenting  things  lovely  to  him  ;  by  avoiding  what¬ 
ever  may  difguft  him  ;  by  a  wary  preventing,  or 
ipeedy  removing,  what  might  give  the  other  occafton 
to  be  jealous  of  his  love  to  him.  4.  He  will  candid¬ 
ly  interpret  whatever  might  feern  a  declining  of  the 
other  s  love  to  him  ;  and  not  be  fatisfied  until  it  be 
recovered,  or  better  underftood. 

II.  If  you  be  of  this  happy  remnant  of  Election, 
then  look  for  ill  ulage  from  the  world.  The  men  of 
tne  world  have  always  hated  God’s  eledt,  and  will  : 
why  did  Efgu  hate  Jacob  ?  becaufe  of  the  bleffing, 
Gen,  xxvii.  41.  And  our  Saviour  expreffly  fays  to 
his  dhciples,  “  I  have  chofen  you  cut  of  the  world, 
therefore  the  world  hates  you,”  John,  xv.  19.  While 
in  nature,  they  love  the  world,  and  the  world  them  : 
but  when  election  breaks  forth  in  its  fruits,  when  once 
they  are  called  according  to  purpofe,  then  “  a  man’s 
enemies  will  be  thofe  oi  his  own  houfe,”  Micah,  vii. 
6.  And  hence  it  is,  that  the  very  dodtrine  of  Elec¬ 
tion  is  lo  difgudful  to  the  world,  and  contended  a- 
gamfl  ;  wherein  I  wifh  that  fome  of  the  elect  them- 
feh  'cs  were  not  (unwittingly)  involved.  Therefore 
think  it  not  ftrange,  but  take  it  as  an  .appendix  of 
Eledtion,  John,  xv.  17,  18,  19.  as  a  part  of  that  you 
were  chofen  unto  ;  and  as  that  by  which,  partly,  you 
mure  be  fitted  lor  the  main  end  :  your  Lord  himfelf 
war,  mack'  perfect  through  lufferings,  Heb.  ii.  10. 
and  thofe  foreknown,  were  predeftinated  to  be  con¬ 
formed  to  their  1  lead,  in  iufienng  as  well  as  glory, 
Rom .  viii.  29.  and  vi.  5. 

III.  H  aving  truiied  c  i  dling  love  for  eternal  falva- 
tion,  ice  you  diftruil  it  roc  for  things  of  leffer  mo- 
mint.  When  the  Lord  ordained  you  to  life,  he  or¬ 
dained  alfo  al!  thofe  various  occurrences,  windings 
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and  turnings,  you  fhould  be  exercifed  with  in  your 
way  thither  ;  and  (it  is  lure)  he  does  nothing  in  vain. 
There  is  need  of  all  forts  of  weather  for  the  earth  s 
good  ;  all  fair  would  dedroy  it.  Know  it  therefore 
of  a  truth,  that  all  your  concerns  were  fore-determined 
of  God  ;  and  that  fo  well,  that  all  your  prudence  and 
love  to  yourfelves  could  not  mend  it  :  nor  can  all 
your  care  and  folicitude  alter  any  of  them,  either  as  to 
'matter  or  form  ;  no,  not  to  change  the  colour  of  an 
hair  :  cc  Take  therefore  no  thought  for  the  morrow  : 
for  the  morrow  fhall  take  thought  lor  the  things  of 
*  itfelf.  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,” 
Matt.  vi.  34. 

But  whence  is  it  that  believers,  who  have  trufted 
God  for  their  fouls,  fhould  yet  make  a  difficulty  of 
truding  him  for  their  outward  man  ?  and  fo  cumber 
themfelves  with  unprofitable  burdens  ? 

Earthly  things  are  nearer  our  fenfes  ;  and  thence 
we  are  more  fenfibie  of  the  comfort  of  them,  as  alfo 
of  their  want  :  they  alfo  feem  more  within  our  line 
and  compafs  ;  and  fo  we  reach  more  earneflly  after 
them,  and  are  anfwerably  troubled  when  we  fall  fhort : 
whereas  we  fhould  carry  it  tor  temporals,  as  we  do 
(or  fhould  do  rather)  for  our  fouls  and  fpiritual  por¬ 
tion  ;  that  is,  look  to  our  prefen t  duty,  be  diligent  in 
our  place,  and  content  with  fuch  things  as  we  have, 
Heb.  xiii.  5.  bearing  curfelvcs  as  becomes  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  fuch  a  Father,  fo  rich,  wife,  bountiful,  tender, 
and  faithful  to  us  ;  who  always  gives  the  beft  lunply  ; 
and  that  in  the  bed  proportion,  manner,  and  time. 

Have  therefore  your  faith  exercifed,  as  about  the 
greated,  fo  alfo  about  the  Imallcd  and  comment'd: 
matters  (ufe  grace,  and  have  grace)  :  it  is  want  of 
ufe  makes  you  lame  of  your  right  hand  ;  and  much 
ufing  renders  it  more  ufeful.  Faith  is  the  head  of 
your  fpiritual  fenfes  ;  and  if  that  be  acTve,  the  red 
cannot  be  idle,  nor  much  at  a  lofs.  Faith  alfo  is  a 
plain-dealer  ;  it  reprefen! s  things  as  they  are  ;  fliews 
them  in  their  true  dimenfions,  with  their  ufe  and  end. 
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See  therefore  that  you  never  hold  a  confutation  un- 
ets  hah  he  prefrHt,  yea>  and  prcfidcnt 

iooner  rem(we°tl  ^  **  °°Ce  ’’  i°nC  °f  faith  fllaIi 
ihoufind  Mk  nl0U"ta,D>  'h“  ali  ,ht  o-  a 

Lajlly,  You  that  have  clofed  With  this  truth  and 
having  made  diligent  fcarch,  do  find  Si  yoirfe  ,es 
.hole  marks  of  God's  deft,  fie  down  and  STS the 

nZZ  :  ■'  ;  ,h,iS  «’  »f  Lord  be  your 
ftiength  .  eat  your  bread,  and  drink  your  wine” 

i^emed'vou”  F  7^  a  metTy  heart’  fince  God  hath 

accepted  you  Eccl.  ix.  7.  If  David’s  heart  was  fo 
aken  with  that  temporal  favour  which  chofe  him  to 
be  k  n§  before  the  houfe  of  Saul,  2  Sam.  vi.  21.  how 

that  iT  f°U  5  56  WraPPed  lnt0  the  third  heaven, 
that  we  (poor,  unworthy,  wretched  we)  ihould  be 

iwof  men  PeCU!'ar  faV°Ur>  'n  Which  the  g™eral- 
Wy  of  men  have  nothing  to  do  ?  How  thould  it  af- 

1  °“r  !learts>  and  raifc  up  our  fpirits,  both  in  all  ac¬ 
tive  obedience,  as  David,  who  danced  before  the  ark 

with  all  Ins  might,  and  alfo  to  all  long-fuffering  with 
joyfulnefs  j  as  Paul,  and  other  chofen  veffels,  who  re- 
joiced  ,n  tribulation  ;  becaufe  this  “  love  of  God  was 
died  abroad  in  their  hearts,”  Rom.  v.  q  4. 

•  A7  !i0ll,(l  710fe  Wh°  art  wife  and  noble  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  flefh  ?  Be  filled  with  an  holy  amazement. 

;hnl  ^xultat'on  together,  rejoicing  with  trembling,' 
..a.  the  great  GOD  (to  whom  thou  waft  no  more 
than  others,  thy  conforts  that  are  left,  and  who  com¬ 
monly  choofes  the  bafe  and  foolifh,  thereby  to  magni- 
y  his  grace)  thould  thus  go  out  of  his  way  to  call  in 
thee  j  and  hath  alfo  made  his  call  effeftuai  to  thee 
even  then  when  thou  waft  environed  with  a  world  of 
temptations  to  obftruft  it.  And  if  thou  be  a  man  of 
low  degree,  poor,  weak,  foolifli,  of  no  account  among 
men,  even  as  one  that  is  not  ;  and  hath  the  LORD 
regan.ee  thee  in  thy  low  ftate,  and  magnified  thee,  by 
etting  his  ove  upon  thee  ?  Hath  he  'taken  thee  from 
the  dunghill,  to  fet  thee  among  princes,  even  the  prin- 


which  the  poor  fhould  always  rejoice  in.  Were  you 
the  head  inftead  of  being  the  tail  ;  were  the  necks  of 
your  enemies  under  your  feet  ;  yea,  were  the  devils 
themfelves  made  fubjeft  to  you  ;  it  could  not  afford 
you  the  thoufandth  part  of  that  caufe  of  rejoicing,  as 
that  <c  your  names  are  written  in  heaven.”  Are  oth¬ 
er  men  profperous  in  the  world,  and  free  from  trouble, 
while  you  are  reduced  to  a  low  eftate,  and  chaftened 
every  morning  ?  have,  perhaps,  but  an  handful  of 
meal,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe,  &c.  yet  think  not 
your  portion  mean,  or  hardly  dealt  out  :  your  good 
things  are  to  come ;  they  are  growing  in  the  other 
world  ;  and  at  the  time  of  harveft  the  LORD  will 
fend  his  angels  for  you  :  yea,  your  LORD  himfelf 
will  come  and  fetch  you  thither ;  and  “  you  fhall  be 
for  ever  with  him,  in  whole  prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy, 
and  at  whole  right  hand  are  rivers  of  pleafures  for  ev¬ 
ermore  :  and  then  you  will  fing,  “  The  lines  are  fallen 
to  me  in  pleafant  places  at  leaft  fay  fo  now.  As 
Abraham  dealt  by  his  concubines  children,  fo  doth 
GOD  by  the  Ifhmaels  of  the  world  ;  he  gives  them 
portions,  and  fends  them  away,  (Gen.  xxv.  6.)  But 


the  inheritance  he  referves  for  his  Ifaacs  ;  to  them  he 
gives  all  that  he  hath,  yea,  even  himfelf  :  and  what 
can  we  have  more  ? 
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REDEMPTION. 


In  this  point  we  are  equally  concerned  with 
that  of  Election,  as  the  great  comprehenfive  means  of 
bringing  about  the  greatefl  end,  namely,  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  falvation  of  his  chofen.  Redemption  is 
not  another  foundation  diftind  from  Election  ;  but 
the  chief  corner-ftone  that  Eledion  hath  laid  of  the 
wor-d  to  come. 

That  our  Lord  jefu$  Chrift  hath  a  body  or  church, 
to  whom  he  is  Head  and  Saviour,  is  not  fuppofed  a 
queftion  :  but,  who  thev  are  that  make  up  this  body  ; 
whether  the  whole  of  mankind  univerlally,  or  fome 
particular  perfons  ?  Whether  he  had  in  his  death  the 
fame  refped  to  all  as  to  fome  ?  And  whether  any  of 
thofe  he  died  for,  may  mifs  of  the  benefit  accruing  by 
his  death  ?  are  queftions  of  great  import,  and  worthy 
a  ferious  deliberation  :  and  the  rather,  bccaufe  they 
are  points  too  lightly  difcourled  of  by  many.  To  re- 
folve  which,  is  the  fcope  of  the  pretent  Difcourfe  ; 
which  1  caft  into  three  branches  : 


I.  That  the  body,  or  church  of  Chrifl:,  confifts  of 
eled  perfons. 

II.  That  for  thefe  it  was  that  he  laid  down  his  life. 

III.  That  the  intent  of  his  death  cannot  be  fruf- 
trate. 


I.  That  the  body  or  church  of  Chrifl  confifts  of 

, 

ele<5t  peri'ons.  By  this  body,  or  church,  I  under ftancl 
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the  defigmd  iut  je£ts  of  his  lpintual  kingdom,  or 
members  of  his  myftical  body,  to  whom  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  bather  to  be  the  Head  and  Saviour, 
and  they  to  (land  related  to  him  as  their  Prophet, 
i  1 letl,  and  King  :  which  three-fold  office  he  bears  pe¬ 
culiarly  towards  the  debt,  the  church  of  the  firft- 
born,  and  heirs  of  that  world  to  come.  And  of  thefe 
doth  his  body  confiit,  that  is,  it  is  mule  up  of  thefe, 
exciulive  to  others  $  their  number  is  certain  and  in- 
tire,  and  cannot  be  broken,  either  by  addition  or  dim¬ 
inution  :  of  this  the  tabernacle  was  a  figure,  i.  [n 
refpect  of  its  fymmetry  or  proportion  of  parts,  which 
induced  a  Angular  beauty  upon  it  3  towards  which 
nothing  could  oe  added,  nor  any  thing  abated.  2.  In 
that  all  the  parts  and  dimenfions  thereof  ware  prede¬ 
termined  of  God  ;  and  not  left,  in  the  lea  ft,  to  hu¬ 
man  arbitrement  or  contingency  :  and  thefe  are  ex- 
prellly  faid  to  be  “  patterns  of  things  in  the  heavens,” 
Heb.  ix.  23.  that  is,  of  the  heavenly  temple,  or  church 
of  the  firft-born,  which  are  written  there,  Chap.  xii. 
23.  and  in  the  appointed  time  lhall  be  gathered  to¬ 
gether  in  him,  as  the  materials  of  Solomon’s  temple 
were  to  mount  Moriah,  2  Chron.  iii.  1. 

That  the  body  or  church  of  Chrift  conlifts  of  eleft 
perlons,  is  drawn  from  fuch  premiies  as  thefe. 

1.  In  that  our  Lord  and  Saviour  fo  manifeftly 
th  ews  himlelf  concerned  for  the  debt,  as  having  feme 
peculiar  in  fiance  and  propriety  in  them,  and  charge 
of  them.  With  thefe  his  delights  were  from  ever¬ 
lasting,  Prov.  viii.  31.  (a  manifeft  proof  of  Chrift’s 
divinity  !)  and  as  loon  as  they  were  actually  in  being, 
begin  his  actual  converfes  with  them  3  and  therein 
did  even  confine  himfeif  to  the  elect  feed.  With 
what  unbelievable  patience  and  goodnefs  did  he  lu- 
permtend  the  church,  or  elect  nation,  forty  years  to¬ 
gether  in  the  wilderneft,  Ads,  vii.  36.  38.  bearing 
them  as  on  eagles  w.ngs,  and  tendering  them  as  the 

apple 
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apple  of  his- eye  !  And  when  he  dwelt  upon  earth* 
he  went  not  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  holy  land  ; 
where  alfo  all  his  delight  was  among  the  faints,  Pfal. 

xvi.  3.  Thefe  he  made  his  conforts,  and  men  of  his 

council  :  and  when  you  find  him  with  others,  it  was 
for  the  elect’s  fake  that  were  among  them.  How 
frequently,  and  with  what  well-pleafednds  doth  he 
fpeak  of  thefe  !  profeffing  his  love  to  them,  and  that 
according  to  the  higheft  pattern  !  even  “  as  the  Fath¬ 
er  loved  him,  fo  he  loved  them  !”  John,  xv.  9.  and 
how  great  things  he  would  do  for  them  !  not  to  the 
halving  of  his  kingdom,  but  the  laying  down  of  his 
iife  for  them  !  Chap.  x.  14.  16.  and  vi.  40.  gather¬ 
ing  them  in,  railing  them  up,  and  giving  them  to  fit 
with  him  in  his  throne  !  Rev.  iii.  21.  But  for  the 
world,  he  takes  little  notice  of  them,  except  with  a 
kind  of  contempt  and  commination  ;  “  Let  them 
alone,”  Matt.  xv.  14.  “  Shake  off  the  duft  off  your 

feet/  Chap.  x.  14.  <c  Give  not  that  which  is  holy 
unto  dog  &c.  Chap.  vii.  6.  “  Yea,  though  they 

feck  him,  they  (hall  not  find  him,”  John,  vii.  34, 
But  for  his  elc£t,  he  is  found  of  them,  even  while  they 
think  not  of  him,  Ira.  lxv.  1.  The  inftances  of  Mat¬ 
thew,  the  woman  of  Samaria,  the  poffefTcd  Gadaren, 
his  people  at  Corinth,  arc  records  of  it.  And  all  this, 
becaufe  thefe  are  “  his  portion,  and  the  lot  of  his  in¬ 
heritance,”  Deut.  xxxii.  9.  “  They  are  the  men 

which  the  Father  gave  him  out 'of  the  world,”  John, 

xvii.  5.  for  as  Chrilt,  our  Head,  is  not  of  this  world, 
Chap,  xviii.  36.  lb  neither  is  his  kingdom,  nor  the 
lubjeefs  of  it. 

It  is  true,  the  Father  hath  given  Chrift  to  be  Head 
over  all  :  but  his  lord  lb  ip  over  men  in  general,  and 
his  headfhip  over  the  church,  have  a  far  different  re- 
Ipefl  and  confideration  :  he  is  Gcd  of  the  whole 
earth,  but  Jcfhurun  s  God  in  a  way  peculiar  to  his 
chofen,  Deut.  xxxii.  26.  Ifa.  xliv.  2.  An  headfhip 
of  dominion  he  hath  over  rebels,  and'fervice  he  hath 
Irom  them,  though  they  think  not  fo,  nor  intend  any 
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thing  lefs.  Nebuchadnezzar  was  his  hired  days-maa 
againlt  Tyre,  Ezek.  xxvi.  18.  and  Cyrus  againft  Bab¬ 
ylon,  Ha.  xlv.  whole  right  hand  he  held,  though  he 
knew  him  not  :  fo  Moab  was  his  wafhpot,  PfalHx.  8. 
But  for  the  eledt,  they  are  his  natural  fubjedts,  (though 
not  naturally  fo)  ;  they  arc  his  by  another  title,  and 
to  another  end  :  and  io  intimate  is  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  him  and  them,  that  they  are  laid  to  be  “  ot  his 
ileih,  and  of  his  bones,”  Ephef.-v.  30.  They  both 
have  one  foul  and  1  pin t  ;  he  and  they  make  one  per¬ 
fect  man,  Eph.  iv.  13. 

That  the  whole  world  is  put  in  fubjeftion  to 
Chrift,  is  for  the  elect’s  fake  ;  the  power  he  hath 
over  others,  is  in  order  to  their  falvation  ;  “  Fie  is 
Head  over  all  things  to  the  church,”  Eph.  i.  22. 
that  is,  to  fubjedt,  difpofe,  and  order  all  for  the  church’s 
good  :  “  He  hath  power  overall  flefh,  that  he  might 
give  eternal  life  (not  to  all  he  hath  power  over,  but) 
to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath  given  him,”  John, 
xvii.  2.  which  giving,  imports  election,  as  going  be¬ 
fore  it  and  therefore  he  fays,  “  I  have  manifefted 
thy  name  to  the  men  which  thou  gavefl  me  out  of 
the  world  •,  thine  they  were  “  (that  is,  by  Eledtion), 
and  thou  gavefl:  them  me,”  John,  xvii.  6.  That  in 
ITeb.  x.  5.  “  A  body  haft  thou  prepared  me  ;” 

though  chiefly  intended  there  of  his  human  nature, 
holds  true  of  his  body  myftical  ;  “  All  the  members 
of  which  were  written  in  God’s  book  (of  election), 
when  as  yet  there  were  none  of  them  aclually  exi fl¬ 
ing,”  Plal.  cxxxix.  16.  Fie  therefore  prays  for  thefe, 
as  a  party  diftindt  from  the  world,  and  given  to  him 
for  an  higher  end  ;  as  appears  by  comparing  the  2cl, 
6th,  9th,  24th,  and  26th,  verfes  of  that  xxviith  of 
John. 

II.  We  find,  by  Scripture  uiage,  that  church,  and 
elect,  are  but  two  feveral  titles  of  the  fame  perfons, 
in  a  feveral  refpedt  3  elect,' as  chofen  of  God,  to  falva- 
tion  ;  and  fo  they  are  called  the  church  of  God,  and 
faid  to  be  fandtified  by  God  the  •  Father,  (Jude, 

verfe  1.) 
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verfe  j.)  and  the  church  of  Chrift,  as  given  or  com¬ 
mitted  to  him  by  the  Father,  in  order  to  that  lalva- 
tion,  John,  xvii.  6.  Of  this  church  were  thole  par¬ 
ticular  congregations,  to  whom  the  apoftlos  infcnbec 
their  epiftles  ;  where  we  have  them  ionictim^s  inti 
tied,  “beloved  ot  God,”  Rom.  i.  7.  fometimes,  “the 
church  of  God  j”  and,  “  fanbtified  in  Chrift,”  1  Cor. 

i.  2.  at  other  times,  faints  and  faithful  brethren  in 
Chrift,”  Col.  i.  2.  then,  “  churches  of  the  taints,” 
j  Cor.  xiv.  33.  and,  “  church  ot  the  firft-born,” 
Heb.  xii.  23.  and  fometimes  expreflly,  -Eleft,  1  Pet. 

j.  2.'  By  all  which  is  fignified,  that  the  church  of 
Chrift  confifts  of  eledt  pertons  :  that  thefe  various  ap¬ 
pellations  are  but  lo  many  terms  indifferently  ufed 
.about  the  fame  lubjeft,  and  all  as  notes  of  diftindtion 
from  the  world. 

When  Chrift  (hall  appear  in  his  glory,  then  fhall  ail 
his  members  be  gathered  to  him  :  “  The  Lord  my 
God  fliall  come,  and  all  the  faints  with  thee,”  fays 
Zecharias,  Zech.  xiv.  3.  And  Paul  (difcourftng  the 
fame  thing)  fays,  “  They  that  are  Chrift’s  at  his  com- 
ing,”  1  Cor.  xv.  23.  which  fhews,  that  they  are 
Chrift’s  fo  as  others  are  not.  And  that  it  is  meant  of 
eletft  perfons,  appears  by  our  Saviour’s  own  words, 
when  fpeaking  of  that  his  coming,  and  of  the  fame 
perfons  who  are  faid  to  be  his,  and  to  come  with  him, 
he  gives  them  expreflly  that  denomination,  “  He  fliall 
fend  forth  his  angels,  and  they  Grail  gather  together 
his  cleft,”  Matth.  xxiv.  31.  “  but  as  for  the  reft  of 
the  dead,  they  lived  not  again  until  a  thousand  years 
after,”  Rev.  xx.  5.  therefore  thefe  [reft]  were  no 
part  of  his  body.  It  may  alfo  be  noted,  that  thole 
who  did  not  rife  with  the  faints,  are  fpecified  here  by 
the  fame  word,  or  note  of  diftin&ion,  as  thofe  not 
elected  are,  in  another  place  ;  “  the  election  hath  ob¬ 
tained,  and  the  reft  were  blinded,”  Rom.  xi.  7.  and 
that  thofe  who  had  part  in  the  firft  refurre&ion,  are 
the  fame  perfons  that  are  “  written  in  the  Lamb’s  book 
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chipf’xiiL  8'.Vid“t'  b)'  “mP”inS  R'v-  «•  4-  wi>h 

r|IIf;  Y  Yf,  ncceffary,  that  the  body  or  church  of 
Chm.  Ihould  be  compofed  of  the  eled  feed  ;  i  be 

cau  e  none  e  fc  were  fit  to  be  of  this  body,  but  fuch 
be  q?U  U  £  tk  ^ead>  Carnal  members  would 

b  bx  to  * fpiri,i,ai  i,mj'  -  oi“;= 

muft  l2»  lfna|ke-hera-fuUabk  match  tor  his  Son) 
mtlt  be  all  glorious  within  :  not  onlv  of  the  fame 

SET,  TMl  (fef  *>  w«  tl'rfe  other  creatures  with 
tefC:’fn“e  th;  famc  mould,  anJ  indued  with 
t  lame  1Pint  an<:1  underftanding  :  there  muft  be  a 
congruity  in  all  the  parts  throughout  :  they  muft  be 

a  kirl' °  I  d J  <C  Y5h  pne  rcfembhng  the  children  of 

fomP  ,JudgeS)  ,Vm-  *  8.^  If  the  head  be  heavcnlv, 

1  Y,  members  :  they  cannot  walk  together  'if 

not  thus  agreed,  a.  Becaufe  this  Jikenefs  to  Chrift  is 

UDoPnrh-nthe  !iea  :  11  isa  r°yal  privilege  entailed 
r.  ,  m’  arY,Cann0t  ^.e^ent*  or  'evert  to  any  out 

in  • ,at"  7  iat  tb,s  likenefs  to  Chrift  i$  reoaifite 
to  all  Ins  members,  and  alfo  peculiar  to  ele<5t  perfons, 

aie  both  attefted  in  Rom.  viii.  2q.  “  Whom  he  did 

foreknow,  he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed  to 

the  image  of  his  .Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firft-born 

among  many  brethren  which  implies,  that  the 

foreknown  (or  elect)  only  are  prerieftinated  thereto  : 

and  that,  were  it  not  for  predeftination,  the  firft-born 

mould  have  but  a  thin  affembly  to  prefide  amona  - 

indeea,  nothing  but  blanks  lor  his  great  adventure 

and  song  expectation.  In  Ephefi.  i.  »,  4,  r.  He  fur*' 

t..er  appropriates  thofe  fpiritual  bleffings,  by  which 

men  are  conformed  to  Chrift,  to  the  fame  perfons  : 

‘‘  bieftec,^  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  lefqs 

L. u iff,  who  hath  bleifed  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings 

m  heavenly  things  in  Chrift  :  according  as  he  hath 

Cn  ,!>.n  us  in  him  : — having  predeftinated  us  to  the 

adoption  ol  children,”  CC.  By  tbefe  two  Scriptures 

n  appeal  s3  taat  Goa  5  children,  and  ChniYs  brethren 

♦  * 
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are  the  fnme  perfons ;  and  that  they  were  fo  mac.e  h) 
Election.  Rue,  are  ChrilVs  brethren  and  hisrhurcn 
the  lame  perfons  ?  take  your  folution  main  J'  l)  Um 
12.  “I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren^; 
in  the  midft  of  the  church  will  I  fing  prahe  unto  tnee. 

»  This  likenefs  to  Chrift  is  not  attainable  by  any, 
without  firft  being  in  him  as  their  Head  :  lov  which 
caufe  the  eleCt  were  chofen  in  him,  Ephef.  1.  4.  it  is 
out  of  Chrift’s  fulnefs  that  all  grace  is  received  :  and, 
in  order  to  that  reception,  there  mud  be  union  :  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  nor  indeed  tee  a 
branch,  unlels  it  grow  out  of  the  vine,  for  which 
caufe  and  end,  the  defigned  members  of  his  body 
were  decretively  feparated  from  their  wild  due  re.  t, 
and  put  into  Chrift  by  election  :  and  in  the  fulnefs  ot 
time  actually.  And  hereby  they  are  made  partakers 
of  the  fatnefs  of  that  heavenly  root  ;  that  is,  of  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  is  called  the  anointing,  1  John, 
ii.  27.  In  this  refpeCt,  the  firft  and  fecond  Adams 
are  fet  forth  as  parallels,  touching  head fh ip  to  their 
refpeCtive  bodies.  As  from  Adam,  their  natural  head, 
all  mankind  have  derived  their  natural  being  ;  fo  bom. 
Chrift,  their  fpi ritual  Elead,  do  all  the  elect  feed  re¬ 
ceive  their  fpiritual  being  and  nature  :  on  which  ac¬ 
count  he  is  ftilc-d  “  the  Everlafting  Father,”  and  they 
“  his  children,”  Ifa.  ix.  6.  Heb.  ii.  13.  They  were 
all  in  Chrift  from  eternity  as  truly  (but  fpiritually)  as 
mankind  in  Adam  when  he  fell  ;  or  Levi  in  Abra¬ 
ham’s  loins  when  Melchifedec  met  him.  F.vexs  pro¬ 
duction  (as  to  the  manner  of  it)  was  a  pattern  of  this  : 
fne  was  made  of  Adam’s  fubftance  ;  but  (be  came 
not  out  of  his  loins,  but  cut  of  h:s  fide,  Gen.  ii.  21. 
23,  fo  is  the  new  creature  extracted  out  of  Chvifi’s  : 
they  are  “  bone  of  his  bones,  and  flefli  ot  his  lleth,  ’ 
fpiritually  underftood.  And  none  can  thus  proceed 
from  him,  but  fuch  as  were  in  him  decretively  before 
the  world  :  men  are  bleffed  with  theie  fpiritual  blef- 
fings,  as  being  in  Chrift,  and  not  otherwife,  Eph.  i.  4. 

Tib  iii*  5,  6. 
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inferences. 


Infer.  I.  Let  no  man  pretend  to  this  honorable  re- 

(be 011 1  mfm,be,rflliP  t0  Chnft>  without  fo’methino  to 
l-v\,  by  which  he  may  warrantably  avouch  it.  -  The 

“b*Ta1?  b,7om  "« •» 

kJt»  but  to  Chnft  Jefus  your  Head  :  it  is  that  muff 
denoannate  you  cbriftians  indeed.  At  the  latter  day 

,,  w,hI  know  none  but  fuch  as  have  made  “  their 
|Obe  s  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.”  All  hang- 

by  s  and  ivy- clafpers  will  then  be  (book  off,  and  thole 
on  v  retained  that  have  his  lubftance  in  them.  Many 
nail  come  and  plead  their  works,  what  they  have 
been,  and  what  they  have  done  ;  and  their  old  hypoc- 

r%  Wl!1  be  fo  immoveable  and  '  impudent,  that  they 
uili  even  expoftulate  the  matter  with  him  ;  “  Have 
we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  call 
out  devils,  and  done  many  wonderful  works  !”  Matt. 
Vit.  22.  of  whom  our  Lord  will  profefs,  that  “  he 
knows  them  not  }”  no,  nor  he  “  never  knew  them.” 

\  c-r.  23.  His  own  he  knows,  by  their  hkenefs  to 
him  :  he  knows,  and  cannot  but  know,  the  members 
ot  h.s  body  ;  “  my  fheep  I  know,  but  who  are  ye  ?” 
wi  1  he  then  fay  to  all  that  are  but  profefling  members 
o.  him  ;  which  will  (indeed)  be  a  doleful  conclufion 
o  t  len^  groundlefs  (though  fpecious)  confidence  ; 
look  to  it  therefore  in  time.  ' 

Infer.  U.  We  gather  hence  the  fafe  and  honourable 

efiate  of  the  church. 

^ ' 'fit  1  hen  fiate  is  honourable,  if  the  womsnh 
dignity  rife  in  proportion  with  that  of  her  Lord  ;  how 
highly  dignified  is  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  in  having  the 
Son  of  G’od  for  her  Head  !  that  feed  of  Abraham, 
Winch  the  fecond  perfon  took  on  him,  was  inftantly 
ennobled  with  a  glory  becoming  the  Son  of  God,  and 
t  w  flea.!  oi  principalities  and  powers  ;  and  no  more 
be  confide  red  merely  after  the  flelli  ;  m  like  man¬ 
ner, 
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ner,  having  accepted  thofe  his  church  is  compo'fed  of, 
he  communicates  to  them  of  his  own  condition  and 
nature  ; cc  the  glory  his  Father  had  given  him,  he 
gives  to  them,”  John,  xvii.  22.  and  notwithftanding 
their  former  and  natural  bafenefs,  he  reckons  them 
now  as  one  with  himfelf  ;  and  according  to  what  he 
will  make  them  at  lath  A  tincture  thereof  he  gave 
them  here  in  regeneration  ;  which  alfo  he  carries  on 
from  glory  to  glory,  and  at  his  appearing  it  thall  be 
perfected  :  they  cc  fhall  be  like  him”  indeed,  1  John, 
iii.  2.  To  fay  of  the  church’s  Head,  that  he  is  the 
Son  of  GOD,  is  to  give  him  all  titles  of  Fate  and  hon¬ 
our  :  it  is  that  which  every  knee  mud  bow  unto. 
His  glory  is  fo  incomprehenfibly  glorious,  that  we  fhall 
fooner  be  loft  in  fearching  into  it,  than  compafs  en¬ 
comiums  worthy  of  fuch  a  fubject  :  I  therefore  fay 
no  more  of  it  ;  nor  can  more  be  faid  (in  fo  many 
words)  to  illuftrate  the  church’s  glory,  than  that  fhe  is 
the  fpoule  of  CHRIST.  Hence  the  glorv  of  our  re¬ 
ligion,  and  of  its  real  ccnfeftors.  And,  let  it  be  not¬ 
ed,  that  it  is  not  a  bare  titular  or  temporary  dignity 
they  are  vefted  with  ;  but  that  which  is  real,  lolid, 
and  durable.  Princes  confer  titles  of  honour,  but 
cannot  infufe  difpofitions  worthy  thofe  titles,  nor  keep 
them  from  degenerating  :  CHRIST,  as  Head  of  the 
church,  does  both  :  he  derives  into  his  own,  his  own 
prince-like  virtues  ;  and  that  as  really  (and  intelligi¬ 
bly  too),  to  thofe  that  partake  of  them,  1  John.  i.  1, 
2,  3.  as  the  vine  its  flip  into  its  natural  branches. 
Wnat  a  labyrinth  is  it,  both  of  honour  and  confolation 
that  the  blood  royal  of  heaven  runs  in  their  veins, and 
will  never jrun  out  !  but,  true  as  it  is,  how  few  do  be¬ 
lieve  it  ?  Two  ends,  therefore,  I  mention  it  for  : 

[1]  To  bear  up  your  fpirits  againft  the  world’s 
irowns  and  calumnies,  which  the  ferious  thoughts  of 
your  relation  to  fuch  an  Head  may  well  conterba- 
iance  and  relieve  you  againft.  Princes  in  exile  (or, 
if  m  their  own  country,  unknown  and  mean  attend¬ 
ed  ;  and  we  marvel  not  at  the 

matter, 
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matter,  which  yet  the  thoughts  of  their  high  birth, 
and  confidence  of  reftorement,  do  mightily  fupport 
them  under  :  much  more  fhould  the  fons  of  God 
(whofe  defcent  is  not  reckoned  from  the  kings  of  the 
earth)  have  (till  in  their  eye  their  divine  extraci,  with 
that  circumferent  reward  that  is  coming,  and  bear  up 
their  heads  in  a  prince-like  manner  1  and  cc  for  the 
joy  that  is  fet  before  them,  both  endure  the  crofs,  and 
defpil'e  the  fhame  until  they  come  to  be  exalted, 
not  only  above  thofe  nick-names  the  world  impofes 
on  them  ;  but  above  the  moft  honourable  names,  and 
mod:  ferene  titles  that  are  found  under  heaven  !  then 
(hall  it  be  known  whofe  you  are  $”  your  luflre  fhail 
be  no  longer  hid  ;  thofe  that  defpife  you  now,  fhall 
“  lick  the  dufl  of  your  feet,”  Ifa.  xlix.  23.  Pfalm 
Ixxii.  9.  and  then  fhall  be  accomplifhed  that  great 
word  of  your  Saviour  (and  that  as  fureiy  as  if  it  were 
done  already),  “  The  glory  which  thou  gaveft  me,  I 
have  given  them,”  John,  xvii.  22.  yea,  you  fhall  fit 
with  your  Lord  in  his  throne,  Rev.  iii.  21.  Befides 
(which  alio  fhall  add  to  that  day’s  folemnity,)  this 
thing  fhall  not  be  done  in  a  corner  ;  but  as  ye  have 
been  openly  reviled,  fo  fhall  ye  have  a  public  vindica¬ 
tion.  “  T  he  great  trumpet  fhall  be  blown  in  the 
land,”  Ifa.  xxvii.  1  3.  the  archangel,  with  the  trump¬ 
et  of  God,  (1  ThefT.  iv.  16.)  fhall  come,  and  that 
with  fo  111  rill  a  note,  that  heaven  and  earth  (hall  ring 
again  ;  and  this  fhali  be  the  tenor  of  his  fong,  <c  A- 
rite,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee,”  Ifa.  lx.  1.  20.  (and  fhall 
let  no  more)  “  thus  fhall  it  be  done  to  Zion,  whom 
no  man  (now)  fe  keth  after,”  Jer.  xxx.  j  7. 

[2.]  To  mind  you  that  your  honourable  Bate  ob¬ 
liges  to  an  honourable  deportment,  both  towards  3/our 
Head,  yourfelves,  and  fellow-members. 

(1.)  As  touching  your  Head.  1.  Own  his  fu- 
premacy,  giving  him  pre-eminence  in  all  things  ; 
call  no  man  on  earth,  Mafter  ;  that  is,  in  point  of 
faith  :  give  unto  Qeiar  all  that  belongs  to  him  ;  only 

refpect 
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refpedt  Chrift  as  fupreme  lawgiver.  2.  Submit  to 
his  government  :  fleer  your  couife  by  his  counfels, 
and  follow  his  conduft  :  go  after  him  wherever  lie 
fhall  lead  you  :  let  all  your  fenfes  have  their  feat  in 
your  Head  :  let  every  thing  be  underftood  by  you 
according  to  his  (enfe  and  interpretation  of  it  ;  and  if 
there  needs  an  argument  to  back  the  exhortation, 
that  ordinance,  “  thy  defire  fhall  be  to  thy  hufband, 
and  he  fhall  rule  over  thee,”  Gen:  iii.  16.  is  as  true 
and  cogent  concerning  Chrift  and  the  church,  Ephef. 
v.  24.  3.  Expofe  yourlelf  for  him  :  ftand  between 

him  and  wrongs  :  preferve  his  honour  and  intereft 
with  theutmcft  hazard  of  youvfelf :  let  life  and  death 
be  as  things  indifferent  to  you,  fo  “  Chrift  may  be 
magnified  in  you,”  Phil.  1.  20.  4.  Look  to  your 

Head  for  fupply  of  all  grace  ;  from  his  fulnefs  it  is  to 
be  had,  and  no  where  elfe  :  hold  to  your  Head,  left 
notions  beguile  you  of  your  reward,  Col.  ii.  18,  19. 
Be  alfo  fure  that  you  keep  to  your  place  and  duty, 
left  you  mifs  of  the  nourifhment  that  belongs  to  you, 
John,  xiv.  4,  3.  a  member  out  of  its  place,  is  (for  the 
time)  as  a  member  cut  off.  5.  Lnjily,  Adorn  your 
Head,  by  your  daily  afpiring  to  a  nearer  refemblance 
of  him  :  lb e w  forth  his  virtues  :  be  holy  as  he  was  ! 
let  all  your  fruits  be  fuch  as  are  meet  for  fuch  a  root. 
God  the  Father  is  the  Plead  of  Chrift,  and  he  bore 
the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  (He’o.  i.  3.)  in  all  that 
he  did  ;  He  could  do  nothing  but  what  he  faw  the 
Fateei  dc,  John,  v.  19.  So  do  vou  by  your  Head 
Chrift  :  make  him  your  example  ;  and,  in  order 
thereto,  live  upon  him  as  your  immediate  root,  and 
give  mm  the  honour  of  his  own  productions  ;  re¬ 
membering  withal,  that  every  flip  of  yours  calls  (oil 
upon  him. 

(2.)  There  is  a  refpect  due  to  yourfclves  :  (a  fu- 
peifiuous  item,  one  would  think,  though  needful.) 
Ehete  is  aptitude  enough  to  honour  ourfelves,  but,  as 
oe longing  to  fuch  an  Head,  is  too  much  unthought 
of,  ihings  that  well  enough  befeem  the  common 

rank, 
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rank,  would  be  a  difgrace  to  perfons  of  honour  :  the 
king’s  daughter  fhould  be  known  by  her  outward 
garb,  glorious  within,  and  cloathing  of  wrought  gold, 
decypher  the  fame  perfon,  and  may  not  be  feparated. 
Ye  have  an  “  high  calling,”  walk  worthy  of  it,  Phil, 
in.  24.  Col.  i.  is.  and  (hew  your  thankfulnefs,  by  an 
humble  retribution :  honour  that  which  honours  you, 
by  comparting  with  its  end  :  make  not  yourfelf 
cheap  ;  (loop  not  beneath  your  degree  :  make  Chrifl 
alone  the  objebl  of  your  love,  delight,  dependence  ; 
to  do  otherwife  is  to  debafe  yourfelf,  Ifa.  Ivii.  9.  The 
church  is  the  glory  of  Chrifl:  ;  its  members,  therefore, 
fhould  think  themfelves  too  good  and  too  great,  to  be 
fpent  on  the  world  ;  and  the  world  too  mean  and 
empty,  to  afford  them  either  fatisfaftion  or  adorn¬ 
ment.  A  circumfped  walking,  fobernefs  of  mind, 
humility,  felf-denial,  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  are 
jewels  of  price,  and  ornaments  indeed  :  by  thefe  the 
invited  guefts  fhould  diftinguifh  themfelves  from  in¬ 
truders  ;  and  real  chriflians  from  merely  nominal.  In 
chriflianity,  it  is  no  badge  of  pride  or  ill-hufbandry, 
to  wear  your  befl:  every  day  ;  we  fhould  not  be  feen 
without  it  ;  much  wearing  will  better  it,  and  it  can¬ 
not  be  damaged  but  by  lying  by.  Your  bodies  too  are 
worthy  of  confiderafion,  and  not  a  little  :  they  are  the 
figures  of  Chrift’s  humanity,  and  temples  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  ;  therefore  keep  them  unfpocted,  and  profane 
them  not,  either  by  falhioning  them  to  the  world,  or 
fubjedling  them  to  for  vile  ufes.  But  I  would  not 
caufe  any  to  err  :  thele  (though  ornaments)  are  not 
your  righteoulnefs :  when  ye  hand  before  God,  ye 
mull  put  over  all  the  righteoulnefs-  of  our  Lord  and 
Mediator  :  (the  pried’s  holy  garments  were  to  be 
fprinkled  with  blood,  Exod.  xxi.  21.)  This  was  that 
the  fpeechlefs  gucfl  wanted,  and  was  therefore  call 
out  ;  though  not  diicriminable  by  them  that  flood 
by  :  Abraham  was  juflified  by  works  before  men  ; 
but  before  God,  it  was  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl 
wherein  by  faith  he  fhrouded  himftlf :  faith  juftifies 
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the  perfon,  and  works  juftify  his  faith,  both  to  him- 
felf  and  other  men. 

(3.)  Then  carry  it  towards  brethren  as  members  of 
the  lame  body.  f.  UiurptSot  upon  them,  as  if  more 
than  fellow-member  with  them  :  judge  not  the  ftrong ; 
defpife  not  the  weak  :  who  made  thee  a  judge  ?  There 
is  none  but  hath  need  of  forbearance  from  others; 
though,  for  the  moft  part,  they  that  need  it  moft,  are 
moft  backward  to  yield  it  :  but  this  take  for  a  rule, 
that  the  lets  you  fee  your  need,  the  more  need  you 
have  of  it.  2.  Intrude  not  in  another’s  place  and  of¬ 
fice  :  each  member  hath  its  own,  to  which  it  is  fit¬ 
ted  :  this  it  befit  becomes,  and  here  it  is  moft  ufeful ; 
el fe where  it  would  be  both  ufelefs,  and  a  deformity  : 
(as  a  finger  tranfpofed,  and  out  of  its  own  joint.) 
3.  Shew  your  co-memberfhip,  by  your  love  and  ten¬ 
der  regard  towards  others  :  have  compafiion  .upon  the 
ignorant,  and  thofe  out  of  the  way,  Heb.  v.  2.  as 
your  head  towards  you.  If  one  be  weak  or  wounded, 
let  him  that  is  ftrong  and  whole  fupport  and  bind  it 
up  :  if  one  foot  {tumble,  let  the  other  ftep  in  for  its 
help  :  u  Confider  thyfelf,  left  thou  alio  be  tempted/’ 
Gal.  v;.  1.  Members  of  the  fame  natural  body  need 
no  arguments  to  perfuade  to  this  duty;  they  do  it  by 
inftindt.  Our  want  or  compaffionatenefs  towards  others 
(though  it  fihall  not  dry  up,  yet)  may  much  reftrain 
(at  leaft  in  our  apprehenfions)  the  fprings  of  Chrift’s 
pity  towards  ourfelves.  4.  LaJUy ,  let  the  good  of  the 
whble  have  preference  before  a  particular  part  ;  and 
let  that  of  a  lower  me  deny  itfelf  for  the  fiafety  and 
aftiftance  of  that  which  is  more  noble  :  this,  in  a  degree 
is  “  to  lay  down  our  life  for  “  the  brethren.”  He  that 
in  thele  things  ferveth  CHRIST,  is  acceptable  to 
GOD,  and  approved  of  men  and  a  good  evidence 
it  is  of  your  memberfhip  to  CHRIST. 

Secondly,  The  church  is  fafe.  The  Son  of  GOD 
being  their  Head  and  Saviour,  befpeaks  aloud  their 
lecunty.  They  are  indeed  compaffed  about  with 
difficulties,  dangers,  and  deaths  and  yet  they  live  ; 
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yea,  they  overcome,  and  ilia  11  in  the  end  prove  more 
than  conquerors  :  the  reafon  of  all  is,  their  Head  is 
in  heaven,  whence  all  relief  comes ;  and  that  avenue 
cannot  be  (lopped,  if  ye  fpeak  of  principalities  and 
powers,  which  rule  in  the  air  ;  CHRIST  has  a  pow¬ 
er  above  them  ;  they  are  “  under  his  feet,”  (Htb.  i. 
13.  and  11.  8.)  Their  power  of  hurting  lies  much  in 
tneir  lubtilty  ;  but  even  in  this  they  are  (liil  circum¬ 
vented  ;  he  catches  them  in  their  own  net:  and  hence 
it  is,  that  the  devil  has  from  the  beginning  been  a  liar 
to  himfelf.  ,  His  firil  bait  in  tempting  wasy“  YefhalL 
be , as  gods,  Gcn.iii._5.  when  his  meaning  was,  to 

make  us  like  himfelf  :  but  the  wildom  of  GOD  turns 
the  temptation  into  a  prophecy,  and  CHRIST 
will  make  it  good,  John,  xvii.  21.  as  he  alfo  did  that 
pernicious  counfel  of  Caiaphas,  (chap.  xi.  go.)  The 
lc.p^nt,  in  bruiting  CHRIS l’s  heel,  got  a  bruife  in 
his  own  head  ;  that  all  his  devices  have  ftill  proved 
abortive,  or  turned  on  himfelf  :  he  fiirred  up  Judas  to 
betray  CHRIST,  the  Gentiles  and  Jews  tb  condemn 
and  crucity  him  ;  and  what  got  he  by  it,  but  the  lofs 
of  his  empire  ?  If  ye  fpeak.ofhis  feed,*  the  like  infat¬ 
uation  hath  defeended  to  them  :  this  nothing  makes 
plainer  than  their  ftdl  making  it  their  intereft  to  exter- 
m.iiute  the  church  :  (with  as  much  realon  they  might 
think  to  unhinge  the  world,  or  unbottom  the  rock  of 
ages.)  But  their  projects  have  ever  been  defeated, 
and  (hall ;  as  men  miilaking  their  meafures,  and  made 
to  fubkrve  the  intereft  they  defign  to  crufh.  T'lre 
Egyptians  dealings  with  Ifrael,  and  nominal  Chriftians 
witn  thole  that  are  really  fuch,  are  inftances  above 
contradiction.  It  is  a  coniideration  of  no  (malt  im¬ 
portance  to  our  faith*  that  all  things  were  made  for 
CHRIS  T,  and  arc  at  his  di!po(e  :  therefore,  whatev¬ 
er  the  church’s  enemies  have,  they  have  it  from  the 
church's  Head  ;  who  knowing  his  own  intereft  and 
intent,  will  give  out  no  more  than  to  ferve  that  turn 
nor  can  they  act  what  they  have,  but  under  his  gov¬ 
ernment.  He  is  Prince  of  the  kings  oh  the  earth, 
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he  ruleth  among  the  gods,  fits  at  the  helm  invifibly, 
fleers  the  moil  fecret  and  violent  counfeis,  and  carries 
the  calling  voice.  Among  other  obfervables  it  is 
matter  cf  wonderment,  i.  That  the  divine  prefcience 
hath  fo  interwoven  the  fecular  interefl  with  that  ot  his 
church,  as  induceth  a  kind  of  neceffity  to  protect  the 
church  for  the  world’s  fupport.  2.  That  our  Lord  fre¬ 
quently  compalfeth  his  works  by  letting  his  enemies  do 
their  own,  Exod.  i.  11,  12.  And,  3.  That  in  all  their 
devices,  he  Rill  countermines  them  3  and  either  takes 
out  their  powder,  or  blows  them  up  with  their  own 
train  :  “  Then  the  king  of  Syria  warred  againft  If- 
rael,  and  took  couniel  with  Ins  fervants,  laying,  In 
Inch  and  fuch  a  place  (kail  be  my  camp.  And  the 
man  of  God  fent  into  the  king  of  Ifrael,  faying,  Be¬ 
ware  that  thou  pafs  not  fuch  a  place ;  for  thither  the 
Syrians  are  come  down,”  2  Kings,  vi.  8,  9.  “  The 

heathen  are  funk  down  in  the  pit  that  they  made  :  in 
the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken.  The 
Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth  : 
the  wicked  is  (hared  in  the  woik  of  his  own  hands,” 
Pfal.  ix.  15,  16.  2  Chron.  xx.  22,  23. 

But  fuppofe  that  hell  be  broke  loofe,  and  legions  of 
lccufls,  belched  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  come  up 
againft  them,  armed  with  firengtb,  winged  with  fury, 
ambuicaded  with  policy,  edged  with  enmity,  and 
herded  by  the  red  dragon  ;  and  by  thefe  is  belieged 
the  camp  of  the  faints  and  the  beloved  city,  and  the 
church  as  unable  to  reiift  as  a  woman  that  is  ready  to 
travail :  and  now  (ay  (their  enemies),  what  will  become 
of  their  dreams  ?  Take  this  for  your  comfort  :  1. 

There  flill  hangs  a  cloud  between  the  two  camps,  and 
its  bright  fide  is.  towards  the  church,  Exod.  xiv.  20. 
2.  The  enemies  camp  is  again  furrounded  by  the 
church’s  fuccours,  and  kept  in  a  pound,  as  by  “  chari¬ 
ots  and  horlemen  of  file,”  2  Kings,  vi.  17.  And,  3. 
rI  hat  £C  he  who  fits  in  the  heavens,  will  have  them  in 
denfion,”  Pfal.  ii.  4.  Jerulalcm  will  prove  a  burden- 
feme  (tone  to  all  that  trouble  themfelves  with  it  :  and 
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if  other  means  fail  (and  to  make  a  total  end),  “  fire 

comes  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  and  devours 
them,”  Rev.  xx.  9. 

hut  there  is  yet  a  more  dreadful  fort  of  enemies  than 
thc;e  ;  the  devil,  in  the  head  of  original  fin,  is  a  beaft 
not  to  be  dealt  with.  The  church  itfelf  (reflecting 
on  lelf-,  and  looking  no  higher)  may  cry  out  with  a- 
mazement,  “  Who  is  able  to  make  war  with  the 
beaft  ?”  Indeed  the  whole  or  your  native  militia,  with 
all  the  troops  cf  free-will  auxiliaries,  will  not  do  it  : 
they  are  but  mercenaries  ;  and  if  you  truft  them, 
they  will  run  againft  you  in  the  battle  :  or,  if  they 
hand  to  it  (according  to  their  beft  fkill),  it  (hall  not 
avail  you  ;  they  are  with  this  beaft  but  as  ftubble  to 
his  bow  ;  yet  be  not  difeouraged,  only  renounce  them 
ail,  and  depend  on  the  triple  league  above,  that  om¬ 
nipotent  and  inviolable  confederation,  of  all  whofe 
forces  your  Lord  is  commander  in  chief.  This  lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  is  able  to  deal  with  that  beaft, 
and  to  tear  him  in  pieces  ;  yea,  he  hath  done  it  al¬ 
ready  :  “  On  his  crofs  he  triumphed  over  them,” 
Col.  ii.  j 5.  yea  (and  which  is  more),  he  followed 
the  rout  to  the  gates  of  hell  ;  there  he  fhut  them  in 
and  carries  the  key  on  his  fhoulder  :  they  cannot  wag 
but  by  licence  from  him,  nor  tarry  a  moment  beyond 
his  prefeript.  To  be  fhort,  the  only  dreadful  thing 
is  fin  ;  the  devil,  death,  and  hell,  are  but  fubordinate 
attendants  (as  effefts  on  their  caufes),  and  therefore 
that  taken  away,  the  reft  are  unftung  ;  they  have  loft 
their  power  6f  hurting  :  fo  that  the  church  ftill  re¬ 
mains  invincible  ;  and  the  reafon  of  all  is,  “  It  is 
founded  upon  a  rock,”  Matth.  xvi.  18.  u  and  that 
rock  is  Thrift,”  1  Cor,  x.  4.  All, which  being  true, 
not  only  of  the  church  in  grofs,  but  of  members  in 
particular.  Therefore, 

Infer.  Ill,  Let  every  one  that  is  of  this  body,  be 
well  pleafed  with  his  lot  ;  be  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever 
in  this  your  portion  :  this  is  the  exaltation,  the  broth¬ 
er  of  low  degree  fhould  value  himlelf  by,  James,  i.  9. 
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Be  your  rank  and  condition  ever  fo  mean  m  the 
world,  care  nor  fdr  it  ;  but  reft  contented  with  your 
place,  and  be  thankful  for  it  :  delire  not  (yourlelf) 
to  change  it,  but  ftrive  to  fill  it  up,  and  be  as  ufeful 
in  it  as  you  can.  Look  alfo  for  troubles,  and  think 
them  not  ftrange,  i  Pet.  iv.  12.  the  “  Captain  of 
your  falvation  was  made  perfect  through  luff'cring,’* 
Heb.  ii.  10.  “  and  the  fervant  may  not  look  to  fare 
better  than  his  Lord,”  Luke,  xxiii.  41. 

Infer.  IV.  It  Jefus  Chrift  be  your  Plead,  be  con¬ 
fident,  (then)  of  all  love,  counfel,  care,  and  protec¬ 
tion  from  him  ;  union  with  him  intitles  to  all  that  is 
his.  It  is  natural  to  the  head  to  love  and  to  cherifh 
the  body,  and  every  member  of  it  ;  to  contrive  and 
caft  about  for  its  welfare  and  tafety  :  cc  As  a  man  che- 
liiheth  his  own  flefii,  fo  doth  Chrift  his  church,”  Lph. 
v.  2p.  What  though  thou  be,  in  thyfelf,  an  uncomely 
member  ?  He  will  put  the  more  comelinefs  upon 
thee,  1  Cor.  xii.  23.  he  will  clothe  thee,  and  feed 
tnee,  and  phyfic  thee.  “  He  will  give  grace  and  glo- 
ry,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  thee  !” 
Pial.  lxxxiv.  11.  For  he  being  the  firft-born,  prince, 
and  head  of  the  family  ;  all  the  younger  brethren  are 
to  be  maintained  upon  his  inheritance. 

ln/er.  V.  Reft  alfo  allured  cf  iafe  conduit  to  the 
promt  fed  land,  Adversaries  and  difficulties  you  will 
certainly  meet  with  ;  remaining  corruptions,  like  the 
mixed  multitude,  will  be  tumuituating  and  tempting 
within  ;  the  Amalekites,  and  people  of  his  wrath, 
will  ftand  in  your  way  without,  or  be  falling  on  your 
rear,  to  cut  off  the  weak  and  feeble  ;  and  the  ferpent 
will  yet  be  nibbling  and  bruifing  your  heel  ;  but 
mgher  than  that  he  toucheth  not  :  your  heart  and 
your  head  are  out  of  his  reach,  therefore  fafe  :  if  it 
come  to  the  wont,  ye  can  but  die,  and  death  itfelf 
fhall  not  hurt  you  :  nay,  you  conquer  in  dying  :  it 
ihall  but  mend  your  pace  heavenwards,  and  huften 
you  up  to  the  throne  of  Sod.  Therefore,  quit  you 
like  men,  and  as  men  of  neareft  relation,  by  blood 
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and  fpirits,  to  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  :  for,  “  God 
thall  bruiie  Satan  under  your  feet  fhortly,”  Rom. 
xvi.  20.  Come  (will  your  Captain  fay  to  you,  come), 
“  your  feet  on  the  neck  of  this  king 'of  pride,” 
Jolh.  x.  24.  and  do  by  him,  as  he  hath  done  by  oth¬ 
ers,  and  would  have  done  alio  by  you.;  give  him  dou¬ 
ble  according  to  his  works,  Rev.  xviif  6.  This  is 
the  time  when  ye  (hall  judge  angels,  1  Cor.  vi.  3. 
and  a!!  under  the  conduit  of  this  your  Head  and  Cap¬ 
tain,  who  will  now  “  prefent  you  faultlefs,  even  be- 
iore  the  prelencc  of  his  glory,  with  exceeding  joy,” 
J  ude,  verfe  24. 

Ii.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  gave  his  life  a  ran- 

fom  for  the  ele6l. 


I  hat  the  eleft  are  Ch rift’s  peculiar  portion,  is 
fhcvvn  before  ;  and  what  engagements  were  upon 
him,  on  that  account,  for  their  redemption,  will  ap¬ 
pear  afterwards.  By  <f  giving  himfelf  a  raniom,”  I 
underfland  the  whole  of  his  humiliation,  whatever  he 
did  or  fuffered  as  Mediator,  from  his  incarnation  to 
his  refurredtion  ;  all  which  are  fumrnarily  expreiTed, 
by  44  the  blood  of  his  crols  as  all  the  precious 
fruits  of  hi.*)  death,  are  by  “  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and 
reconciliation  with  God.”  That  was  the  price  where¬ 
with  he  bought  them  that  fhouid  be  laved  ;  and  this 
the  falvation  he  bought  for  them,  and  them  for  it. 
For  albeit  that  Satan  (through  their  free-will-tailings 
in  Adam)  had  got  a  temporary  mortgage  upon  the 
elect  theailelves  ;  they  are  not  his  ;  the  fee-fimpie, 
or  right  of  inheritance,  remains  in  Chrift  ,  and  there¬ 
fore,  at  the  year  of  jubilee,  they  return  to  him  as  the 
right  heir  ;  i hough  not  without  both  conqueft,  and 
full  price  j  which  two  together  make  redemption 
complete. 

My  (cope  here,  is  to  fhew,  that  (l  the  body,  or 
church  of  Chrift,  are  especially  concerned  and  intereft- 
ed  in  Redemption  and,  in  order  thereto,  1  would 
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confider  two  other  of  the  divine  works,  both  which 
refpedt  the  world  univerfally,  as  Redemption  doth, 
and  yet  have  a  fpeciality  in  them,  as  Redemption  alio 
hath,  namely,  Creation  and  Providence.- 

1.  Creation  :  one  God  was  the  Maker  of  all  ;  but 
all  were  not  made  for  the  fame  ufe  and  end  :  he  had 
a  peculiar  feope  in  the  making  of  fome,  which  was 
not  common  to  the  whole  ;  yea,  the  whole  was  made 
tor  the  fake  of  that  fome.  As  in  a  great  houfe  are 
many  veflels  (all  of  one  matter's  providing,  and  all 
for  his  o.vn  fefvice)  ;  “  fome  to  honour,  and  fome  to 
dillionour  fo  in  the  world,  fome  God  raifed  up  to 
be  monuments  ot  his  power  and  juftice,  Exod.  ix.  16. 
Jude,  4.  Rom.  ix.  it.  1  Pet.  li.  8.  cal'ed  therefore 
“  veflels  of  wrath,”  Rom.  ix.  22.  Others  are  “  vef- 
fels  of  mercy,”  whom  he  formed  for  himfelf,  Ifa.  xliii. 
7.  21.  and  are  therefore  laid  to  be  “  afore  prepared 
unto  glory,”  Rom.  ix.  23. 

2.  Providence  :  this  alfo  extends  to  all,  and 
to  each  individual  :  he  hath  power  over  all,  and  doth 
govern  them  in  their  molt  ungoverned  defers  and 
actions  :  but  as  touching  his  church,  the  “  peoolc  of 
Ins  hohnels,  Ifa.  lxiit.  18.  he  holds  a  peculiar  kind 
of  government  over  them,  and  fteerage  of  their  con¬ 
cerns  :  and  this  fo  far  exceeds  the  other,  that  (in 
comp  mi  ion)  it  is  laid,  “  He  never  bore’  rule  over 
then.,  vet.  ip.  and  (which  is  fhill  to  be  remarked) 
the  others  concerns  are  made  (ubfervient  *o  theirs 

He  is  Head  over  ail  to  the  church,”  Ephef.  u  22. 
In  like  manner  Redemption  may  be  laid  to  be  gene¬ 
ral,  and  yet  to  have  a  fpeciality  in  it  :  it  is  cener.il, 
1.  In  refpeft  of  perlons.  2.  In  refpeCt  oAhings. 
Loth  which  are  true  apart,  though  not  conjuncftly  : 
it  purchafeth  fome  good  things  tor  all  ;  and  all  good 
tmngs  for  fome.  As  it  refpefts  perlons,  it  obtams  a 
general  reprieve,  extenfive  to  all  the  Tons  of  Adam  : 
t.iv  fin  of  the  world  w!as  fo  far  expiated,  that  ven¬ 
geance  was  not  prefently  executed  ;  which  mud  have 
een,  had  not  the  Son  of  God  interpofed  himfelf: 

his 
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his  being  fl.ain  from  the  foundation  of  the.,  wo  rich  was 
the  foundation  of  the  world’s  Landing,  and  of  all  the 
good  things  which  the  world  in  general  are  partakers 
or.  Ail  that  order  and  ufefulnels  which  yet  iurvives 
among  the  creatures,  with  all  the  remains  of  our  prim¬ 
itive  date,  was  preserved  (or  rather  redored)  by  Re¬ 
demption  :  Chrifl  is  “  that  light  which  lighteth  eve¬ 
ry  one  that  cornet h  into  the,  world,”  John,  i.  9.  that 
is,  the  light  and  bleffings  which  any  man  hath,  he  has 
them  from  Chrifl  as  a  Redeemer;  “  by  him  all  things 
cqnfid,”  Col.  i.  17.  Thus  far  Redemption  was  gen¬ 
eral  as  to  perfbns  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  Chrifl  is  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  all  men.  But  let  us  not  omit,  that  all  this 
had  a  fpecial  re!  pc  A  to  the  church  elect  :  for  them 
it  was  that  the  world  was  made  :  they  are  the  {ab¬ 
idance  of  it,  I.a.  vi.  13.  and  but  for  them  it  had  been 
diffolved  into  a  lake  of  fire.  What  the  prophet  fp.eaks 
of  lfrael,  was  true  of  the  univerfe,  “  Except  the  Lord 
of  hods  had  left  us  a  remnant,  we  had  been  as  bod- 
cm,”  chap.  i.  9.  as  thofe  days  of  tribulation  were 
ihortened  for  the  eleA’s  fake,  Malt,  xxiv.  22.  (not 
yet  in  being)  fo,  for  them  it  wag  that  when,  fin  came 
in,  deflruAion  was  warded  off. 

But  tempory  things,  though  ever  fo  great  and  good, 
were  of  too  Iowan  alloy  to  be  the  purchase  of  divine 
blood  ;  their  line  is  too  fhort  to  meafure  Redemption 
by  ;  and  their  bulk  too  narrow  to  fill  up  the  height 
and  depth  of  that  great  abyts  :  there  mud,  by  that 
glorious  atchievemcnt,  be  fume  nobler  attainment, 
than  fhort  dived  bleffings  ;  and  an  higher  end  than  to 
bring  men  into  a  mere  poffibinty  of  being  fayed. 
The  life  of  the  Son  of  God  was  infinitely  too  precious 
to  b  j  given  for  perifhing  things ;  nor  would  it  be  con¬ 
fident  with  divine  wifdom  to  venture  it  for  an  uncer¬ 
tainty.  It  had  l  een  a  light  thing  for  Child,  and  not 
worthy  his  bufferings,  toraile  up  the  rums  made  by 
Adam  to  inch  a  degree  of  redorement,  as  would  only 
have  for  him  in  his  former  date,  and  that  upon  terms 
more  unlikwly  to  fucceed  :  this  had  been  to  give  a 
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greater  value  for  things  of  le  flier  moment :  ior  it  needs 
muft  be  a  happier  Rate,  to  be  made  upright,  without 
bias  to  evil,  than  to  be  moved  with  all  manner  of 
motives,  while  fctteied  by  unbelief,  and  a  natural 
bent  to  revolt  further  :  for  notwithftanding  all  thole 
motives  and  means,  not  the  majority  only,  but  the 
univerfality  of  mankind  might  have  periilied  and  gone 
to  hell  j  which  would  irn  no  wife  have  anfwered  God’s 
end  in  making  the  world,  much  lefs  in  redeeming  it. 
It  was  therefore  neeeffiary  Redemption  Ihould  have. a 
farther  reach,  than  to  bring  men  into  a  mere  falvable 
ftate,  and  that  could  not  be  lets  than  a  date  of  cer¬ 
tain  flil  vat  ion.  And,  iii  order  to  this,  Redemption, 
was  general  as  to  things,  even  all  that  pertaineth  to 
life  and  godlinefs  ;  eternal  life,  and  whatever  conduc¬ 
ed  thereto,  as  will  after  be  made  evident.  And  this 
is  that  Redemption  we  are  treating  of  ;  and  this  is 
the  fenfe  of  the  prefent  pofition,  namely,  that  Re¬ 
demption,  thus  qualified,  is  peculiar  to  the  church  ; 
and  that •  Eleflion  is  the  pattern  by  which  Redemp¬ 
tion  is  to  be  meafured  :  cc  the  Son  can  do  nothing 
but  what  he  fees  the  Father  do,”  John,,  v.  19. 

To  make  Redemption  larger  than  electing  love,  is 
to  overlay  the  foundation  ;  which  (all  men  know)  is 
a  very  momentous  error  in  building,  efpccial’y  of  fuch 
a  tower  whofe  top  muft  reach  to  heaven.  It  there¬ 
fore  behoves  us  to  fee,  that  we  fepnrate  not  what  God 
hath  conjoined,  either  by  ftretching  or  ft  raining  the 
bounds  he  hath  fet.  The  Jew's  were  opinioned,  that 
the  promife  of  the  Median  belonged  only  to  them, 
exclufive  to  the  Gentiles  :  others  fince,  would  ex¬ 
tend  it  to  all  the  Ions  of  men  univerfal'y,  and  alike  ; 
not  ronfidering  the  reafon  why  the  promife  was  made 
to  the  woman's  feed,  and  not  to  Adam’s  :  but  the 
Meffiah  himfelf,  who  befl  knew  the  line  of  the  prom-  . 
ife,  and  end  of  his  million,  exempted  none  ;  but  ex¬ 
tends  it  to  <c  all  nations  indifferently  yet  fo  as  that 
he  reftrains  it  to  the  cleft  among  them,  deferibing 
them  ftill  by  fuch  appellations  as  import  a  felcft  party  : 

they 
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they  are  called  “his  feed,”  and  the  «  travel  of  his 

;  Wlt(1  reiP?ft  to  whom  he  (hould  “  make  his 
ou!  an  offering  for  fi n,”  Ifa.  liii.  10,  i  u  thefe  alfo 

,c  p!'n;s  ‘\his  and  himfelf  -  the  good  Shep- 

held  as  he  vveli  might},  “  whofe  own  the  fheep 
a‘e>  anc‘  l0r  whom  he  laid  down  his  life,”  John,  x. 
55.  and  that  he  might  not  be  taken  to  intend  thofe 
only  cl  the  Jewilh  nation,  he  prdently  adds,  “  And 
other  fheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this  fold  :  them 

a,1.°  lj!uftI  bring>”  yer.  16.  The  evangelift,  ex- 
peunomg  the  high  prieft’s  prophecy,  that  it  was  ex¬ 
pedient  one  man  fhould  die  for  the  people,”  delivers 
it  thus  :  that  -  he  fhould  not  die  for  that  nation  on* 
J)  ,  but  alfo,  that  he  fhould  gather  together  in  one  the 
children  of  God  that  are  fcattered  abroad,”  chap.  xi. 
5Z-  hi  coniequence  whereof,  they  are  faid  to  be 
-  made  nigh  by  the  blood  ofChrift,”  Eph.  ii,  i  p 
tuongh  before  afar  off:  and  that -  he  reconciled  both 
(tnat  is,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  or  the  elect  fcattered 
amongfl  both),  in  one  body  by  the  crofs,”  ver.  16. 
ancl  this  in  purluance  of  that  bkifed  compaft  made 
v.ith  him,  foi  rcfioring  the  preferred  of  Ifrael,  as  you 
find  it  recorded  in  I  la.  xhx.  6.  It  further  appears  by 
Ifa.  hn.  6.  that  they  were  <c  flic v  p  whofe  iniquities 
vyerc  laid  upon  Chrift  :”  and  again,  ver.  8.  For 
the  tranlgreffion  of  my  people  was  lie  flricken.”  And 
l.ere  let  me  note  (for  it  is  very  confiderable),  that  we 
read  not  of  any  party  of  men  termed  (beep,  the  people 
of  God,  and  his  children,  in  diftinci.ion  from  others, 
but  with  refpeft:  to  feme  peculiar  iatereft  lie  hath  in 
them  above  others ;  and  what  that  intereft  may  be, 
excepting  election,  doth  not  appear  to  us  ;  for  thofe 
other  fheep  were  not  yet  called,  and  therefore  not  yet 
believers,  and  fheep  on  that  account  ;  but  as  they 
were  of  God’s  cleft.  For,  though  all  men  were  loft, 
Chrifl  was  “  lent  but  to  the  loft  fheep  of  the  houle 
ci  Ifrael  t hat  is,  thofe  perftons  of  the  left  and  pe- 
ri filing  world,  whom  God  hath  chofen  for  his  pecu¬ 
liars,  as  he  did  the  houle  of  Ifrael  from  among  the 

nations  j 
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nations ;  and  who,  in  that  reipeft,  were  a  fpecial  t}\^ 
ot  the  fpiritual  election.  And,  on  this  at  count,  too 
promifes  of  the  new  covenant  were  made  to  the 
church  under  fuch  names  and  rtles  as  were  piopci  to 
that  people,  as  diftinguilhed  from  other  nations. 

In  Ha.  lxii.  we  find  Holy  and  Redeemed  applied 
to  the  fame  perfons  :  whether  it  be  meant  of  elective 
holinels,  or  aftual,  it  comes  to  one  :  for  both  of  them, 
together  with  redemption,  do  refer  to  the  fame  fub- 
jedt :  for  as  actual  fanftfication  is  the  next  fruit  and 
conftquent  of  Redemption,  io  election  is  the  root  of 
them  both  ;  as  ye  have  it  in  1  Pet.  i.  2.  “  El  eft 

unto  obedience  and  fprinkhng  of  the  blood  of  Jems 
Chrift,”  1  Pet.  i.  2.  To  be  holy,  is  to  be  facred,  fft 
lefted  and  fet  apart  for  holy  ufes,  by  appointment  of 
God  ;  and  they  were  actually  fanftified  by  the  fprink- 
hng  of  blood,”  Heb.  ix.  19*  both  which  reipeft  s, 
the  people  of  Ifrae1,  the  tabernacle,  temple,  priefts, 
altars,  &c.  are  all  laid  to  be  holy. 

In  Luke,  i.  27.  God’s  lending  of  Thrift  is  faid  to 
be,  44  in  performance  of  his  holy  covenant  j”  which 
was  fir (l  proclaimed  in  paradife,  as  made  with  the  wo¬ 
man’s  feed,  Gen.  iii.  15.  and  afterwards  renewed  with 
Abraham,  Gen.  xii.  3.  and  is  therefore  termed,  44  'Hie 
mercy  promifed  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  feed  and 
who  are  Abraham’s  feed  ?  Not  the  world,  but  believ¬ 
ers  ;  that  is,  the  elect  :  for  thefe  only  obtain  faith, 
Rom.  xi,  7.  and  Gal.  iii.  29.  faith  plainly,  44  If  ye 
be  Chrift’s,  then  are  ye  Abraham’s  feed.”  We  al- 
fo  read,  that  it  was  a  peculiar  people  that  Chrift 
44  gave  himfelf  for,  and  purchafed,”  Tit.  ii.  14.  it 
denotes  fome  fpecial  propriety  he  hath  in  them  a- 
bove  others  ;  and  fo  a  fpecial  caufe  for  his  giving 
himfelf  for  them.  It  alto  feems  that  peculiar  and 
purchafed  are  fo  nearly  allied,  that  one  word  is  ufed 
to  fignify  both,  1  Pet.  ii.  9.  According  with 
this,  is  that  in  1  Pet.  i.  20.  where  Chrift  is  faid  to  be 
44  verily  fore-ordained,  and  manifefied”  for  thole  he 
writes  that  epiftle  to  :  that  they  were  perfons  el  :fte  i, 
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is  evident  by  the  firft  and  fecond  verfes  •  atsA  ,  a 
unto  the  “  {prinkling  of  his  Won, I .»  ’  ,and  c,e<fi 

were  eledted  to  ir  to  ;  t  i  ..  '  ‘lnc-  as  thej 

make  it  pood  ‘Mor  f  f  he  Profeffes  tc 

<«y  my lfl(  -  ’and  twice  L  /di  T  ^  [  '“C' 

Jl°w„  Insl.fe  for  die  fheep,”  JV  lin,  x. 

r:0Lf  ru-  °  iers>  as  where  he  faith.  Mv 

■^'SafES  U"‘^',6S  “<? be  ,h1rbe 

Ip  f,irtr  y  tnat  luch  and  none  elfe. 

it  further  appears  from  Afls  w  ,g  a  t  • 

«  the  chord,  of  n  i  ’  xx<  28’  that  1C  was 

blood  ”  N  i  °0C  he  Purchafed  with  his  own 

diftin<ft  W’  C!t  Churc,1  ancl  tJie  world  are  plainly 

fields'  \  J  T  u  ‘f0^  isfrom  the  common 
Uds  That  the  churgh  confifts  of  deft  perfors  is 

proved  before  :  and  that  it  was  the  churcf  he  died 

where  Z  ^  fcriPture  i  as  a'fo,  from  Eph.  v 

«  Chnftlov'dff^i  rCqmred  t0  love  their  wives,  as 

Enh  v  i  ,  Z  C  l,Urch’  and  §ave  himfelf  for  it,” 
Eph.  \  .  25.  which  fhews  that  as  the  hutband’s  love 

°  Jjo  Wlfe  /S  an°ther  kind  of  love,  than  what  he  bears 

?  0tl]Crs  of.t!,ie  <afme  fex  :  fo  is  Ch rift’s  love  to  his 

efteflof  TIT]  "  h’S  death’  Which  was  th-‘  Special 
/ °  that  his  love,  is  peculiar  to  the  church  only. 

T  ’e  ,dtrs  a!,out  the  throne  fing  a  new  fong  to  the 
1  ;amrh'*:CaU’e  “  he  redeemed  them  to  God  by  his 

of  l  I  Rf,V'  V'  9‘  ,among  °ther  reafons  for  that  ftile 
of  elders,  this  may  be  one,  that  they  “  were  chofen 

r°m  the  days  of  old  ;  and  their  names  written  in  his 
hook  of  foe  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  chap. 
x\n.  j  hey  aie  alfo  fiiid  to  be  “  redeemed  out  of 
every  kinored  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation 
vvlnch  rationally  implies,  that  the  bulk  of  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  ancl  nations  were  not  redeemed  with  them.  We 
alio  read,  that  a  certain  number  are  faid  to  be  re 
deemed  “  from  the  earth,  and  fmm  among  men,” 
chap.  xiv.  3,  4.  if  feme  from  among  others,  it  follows, 
ot  coni fe,  that  thofe  others  were  exempted.  (Here 
note,  by  the  way,  that  thefe  elders  were  now  in  faeav  • 
cn,  above  the  clouds  of  mifeonceptian  and  prejudiced 

opinion  j 
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opinion  ;  and  therefore  no  reafon  to  mifdoubt  their 
teftimony.)  And  further,  thefe  redeemed  ones  are 
there  alfo  ftiled,  “  The  firft-fruits  unto  God,  and  to 
the  Lamb,”  Rev.  xiv.  4.  which  appellation  infinuates, 
that  they  were  feparated  from  the  reft,  as  the  firft 
fruits  under  the  law  were  by  God  himfelf,  who  took 
them  for  his  own  portion,  Numb.  iii.  13.  and  viii.  16. 
They  are  likewife  laid  to  have  the  u  Father’s  name 
written  in  their  fore- heads,”  Rev.  xiv.  1.  (Election 
marked  them  out  for  Chrift)  and  to  be  “  written  hi 
the  Lamb’s  book  of  life  and  that  as  a  lamb  flain  ; 
who  on  that  account  fays  to  his  Father,  “  Thine  they 
were,  and  thou  gaveft  them  me,”  John,  xvii.  6.  Where 
alfo  in  his  prayer  for  thofe  whole  facrifice  he  was  now 
to  offer,  he  ftilcs  them,  “  The  men  which  the  Father 
had  given  him*out  of  the  world  ;  and  in  ver.  10. 
<£  All  mine  are  thine,  and  thine  are  mine  that  is, 
all  that  were  Chrift’s  in  order  to  Redemption,  were 
firft  the  Father’s  by  Eledlion  ;  it  is  as  if  he  had  (aid, 
All  that  I  undertake  for  are  thine  eleft  ;  and  all 
tnine  elett  I  undertake  for  :  he  therefore  reciprocates 
the  terms  of  relation,  turns  them  to  and  again,  to  (hew 
the  lamenefs  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  both.  From 
all  which  it  feems  undeniably  evident,  that  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  were  eleded,  fo  a  certain  number,  and 
thole  the  very  fame  perfons,  were  redeemed. 

1- he  ground  and  truth  of  this  aflertion,  is  further  con¬ 
firmed  by  fuch  arguments  as  thefe  : 


Arg.  \.  The  Levitical  facrafices  were' offered  for 
the  houle  ol  Ifrael,  exemptive  of  other  nations  :  and 
thefe  being  a  tipe  of  the  fpiritual  election,  it  follows, 
that  this  facrafice  of  Chrift  typified  by  theirs  was  alfo 
peculiar  to  Jews  in  fpirit,  or  fpiritual  Jews :  “  for  <c 
he  only  is  reckoned  a  Jew,  that  is  fuch  inwardly  “  in 
t'lie  fpirit,”  Rom.  ii.  29.  So  Aaron's  making  atone¬ 
ment  for  his  houfhold,  and  bearing  the  names  of  the 
twelve  tribes  on  his  breaft-plate,  were  typical  of  our 
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great  l  iiga  Piled  s  bearing  the  names,  and  fuftaifling 
the  perlons  of  thofe  for  whom  he  offered  himfeJf  on 
the  crofs  :  of  all  thofe  legal  fhadows,  Chrift,  and  the 
church  of  the  firft-born,  are  the  body  and  fubftance. 

^  n^ht  of  Redemtion  among  the  Jews 
(which  fhadowed  this)  was  founded  on  brotherhood  : 
hence  I  infer,  that  that  relation  (fpirituaiiy  taken)  was 
both  the  groud  &  limit  of  Chrift’s  office  as  a  Redeemer. 
The  apoftle’s  difccurfe  in  Heb.  ii.  feems  to  point  at 
this  ;  where  he  fays  “they  were  brethren,  children, 
and  Ions,  whom  Chrift  fliould  deliver  from  bondage, 
make  reconciliation  for  their  tins,  and  bring  to  glory. 
But  how  came  they  to  be  God’s  children,  and  bre¬ 
thren  to  Chrid,  above  others  ?  It  was  by  predeftina- 
tion  j  and  that  was  it  entitled  them  to  Redemption  j 
as  is  evident  by  comparing  the  5th  and  7th  verfes  of 
Eph.  i.  “  Having  predeftated  us  to  the  adoption  of 
children  by  Jefus  Chrid  :  in  whom  we  have  Redemp¬ 
tion  through  his  blood. ”  And  it  is  worthy  your  no¬ 
tice,  that  by  the  law  of  redemption,  a  ftranger  (one 
that  was  not  of  the  brotherhood)  might  not  be  re¬ 
deemed  ;  but  one  that  was,  though  not  redeemed, 
mud  yet  go  free  in  the  year  of  jubilee,  Lev.  xxv.  46, 
48*  wRh  xli.  54.  which  f'hevvs  the  peculiar  refpect  the 
Lord  has  for  his  peculiar  people. 

drg.  Ilf.  The  laving  benefits  of  Redemption  do 
not  redound  to  any  but  elect  perfons.  Whatever  in 
one  place  is  aicnbed  to  Redemption, as  the  fpecial  fruit 
and  confequent  thereof,  is  elfewhere  al'eribed  to  elec¬ 
tion,  and,  to  this  as  the  fir  ft  and  original  root  :  and, 
that  Redemption  itfelf  is  the  fruit  of  deeding  love,  is 
evident  by  1  Pet.  i,  2.  (quoted  before)  46  Ele£t  unto 
obedience,  and  (prink ling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus 
Chrid.”  They  are  aifo  Paid  to  be  44  bleffed  with  all 
fpiritual  blefiings  in  Chrift,  according  as  he  hadcho- 
lcn  them  in  him,”  Eph.  i.  3,  4.  and  if  all  fpiritual 
bleffings  be  dilpenfecl  by  the  law  of  detd  ion,  then  all 
the  faving  benefits  of  Redemption  (which  are  the  fame 
withxhoie  of  eketion)  muff  be  difpenfed  by  the  fame 

rule  ; 
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rule  ;  and  fo,  to  the  fame  perfons  only,  We  alfo  find, 
that  Chrift’s  adtual  diftribution  of  the  gifts  he  re¬ 
ceived  for  men,  is  guided  anfwerably  :  “  he  manifefts 
the  Father’s  name  to  the  men  he  had  given  him 
out  of  the  world.”  John.  xvii.  6.  to  thefe  he  expounds 
that  in  private,  which  to  others  he  fpake  in  parables  : 
and  thus  he  did,  becaufe  to  “  them  it  was  given  to 
know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  but  to 
the  multitude  it  was  not  given,”  Matt.  xiii.  34.  36. 
and  eledlion  was  that  which  gave  it  them  (as  it  fol¬ 
lows  there),  “  for  (C  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.” 
In  like  manner  the  apoftle,  in  Rom.  viii,  puts  Electi¬ 
on  and  Redemption  together,  as  pertaining  to  the  lame 
perfons,  and  j unification  (which  is  the  next  effedt  of 
Redemption)  he  makes  alfo  an  unqueftionable  confe- 
quent  of  Eledtion  $  “  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God’s  eledt  ?  It  is  God  that  juftiiieth  : 
who  fhall  condemn  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,”  (Rom. 
viii.  33,  34.)  The  queflion  being  put  concerning 
God’s  eledt,  and  the  anfwer  referring  to  thofe  for 
whom  Chrift  died  ;  is  a  plain  implication,  that  Re¬ 
demption  and  J unification  are  commeni urate  with 
eledtion  ;  that  either  of  them  concerneth  onlv  the  lame 
perfons  j  and  that  neither  of  them  extends  to  any, 
but  whom  the  other  alfo  taketh  in. 

Arg.  IV.  The  price  of  Redemption  was  of  that 
precious  and  matchlels  value,  that  it  could  not  be 
parted  with,  but  with  refpedt  to  the  certainty  of  the 
end  for  which  it  was  paid.  Now,  the  end  of  Re¬ 
demption  was  the  falvation  of  men  :  below  which 
there  could  not  be  an  end  worthy  the  death  of  Chrift  ; 
and  this  nothing  could  fecure  but  eledtion.  The  e- 
Jedl  always  have  obtained,  and  fhall  :  this  is  a  rule  af¬ 
firmed  in  Rom.  xi.  7.  But  for  the  reft,  they  are 
blinded  ;  that  is,  they  are  left  to  their  own  voluntary 
mifunderftanding  5  and  being  fo  left,  not  only  they 
do  not,  but  they  cannot  believe.  And  Chrift  know¬ 
ing  from  the  beginning  who  they  were  that  believed 
notj  but  would  certainly  rejedt  him,  to  what  end 
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frould  he  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  them  ?  Why 
for  the  world  of  the  ungodly,  whole  fpirits  were  in 
prilon  tome  thoufand  of  years  before  ?  Whom  the 
Lord  intends  to  lave  alive,  lie  appoints  an  “  atone* 
meut  to  be  made  tor  them,”  Numb.  xvi.  46,  47.  but 
but  for  thofe  he  intends  Id  deftroy  (which  is  always 
done  juftly,)  he  will  not  accept  an  offering,  Judges, 
xhh  23.  and  therefore  not  appoint  it  :  as  he  did  "not 
(under  the  law)  tor  thofe  crimes  which  men  were 
to  die  for. 

Arg.  V.  I  confine  Redemption  to  elect  perfons  be- 
caufe  interceffion,  which  is  of  equal  latitude  with  Re¬ 
demption,  is  limited  to  them,  exclufive  to  others. 
The  priefts  under  the  law  were  to  pray  for  thofe  whofe 
facrifice  they  offered  ;  and  what  they  did,  was  a  pattern 
of  our  Saviour’s  prieftly  office  ;  whom  likewife  we 
find  to  facrifice  and  pray  only  for  the  fame  perfcns  ; 
he  is  an  advocate  for  thofe  for  whofe  fin  he  is  a  propi¬ 
tiation,  1  John,ii.  1.  whofe  tranfgreffions  he  was  lmit- 
ten  for,  for  them  he  makes  interceffion,  Ifa.  liii.  8.  12. 
for  their  fakes  he  fandtified  himfelf,  and  for  them  it 
was  that  he  made  that  folemn  prayer  in  the  xviith  of 
John.  And  he  then  prayed  for  them,  as  being  juft 
then  upon  offering  their  facrifice  :  he  alfo  fhuts  out 
the  world  expreisly  from  having  any  intereft  in  it : 
“  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou 
haft  given  me,”  John,  xvii.  9.  And  he  adds  the  rea- 
fon  (the  foundation  reafon)  why  he  would  pray  for 
tbcfe,  cc  for  thtey  are  thine  that  is,  they  were  the 
Father’s  by  election  :  for  in  all  other  refpefls,  “  the 
earth  is  the  Lord’s,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof,”  Ffal. 
xxiv.  t. 

Atg,  VI.  Another  argument  for  peculiar  Redemp¬ 
tion,  is  founded  on  the  merit  of  Ch  rift’s  death,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  efficacy.  He  was  not  cut  offfifbr  him- 
iclf,  Dan.  ix.  2 6.*  but  thofe  he  undertook  for  :  and  it 
was  to  procure  thenv  a  right  to  thofe  glorious  privi¬ 
leges  winch  el  eft  Yon  ordained  them  to.  Hence  1  ar¬ 
gue,  1..  That  whicrh  Chrift  laid  down  his  life  for,  that 
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he  merited  ;  and,  2.  What  he  merited,  is  due  to  thole 
fpr  whom  it  was  merited.  Now,  the  principal  thing 
intended  and  merited  by  his  death,  was  the  jufhfiea- 
tion  of  tinners  ;  and  cc  that  God  might  be  jufl  in 
jollifying  of  them/’  Rom.  in.  26.  and,  finally,  that 
they,  might  have  ‘c  eternal  life,”  John,  xvii.  2.  If, 
therefore,  he  merited  this  for  all,  then  all  mull  be  juf- 
tified  and  laved.  Rom.  v.  8,  9,  10.  and  it  cannot  be 
jullly  denied  to  any  :  for  it  is  their  due,  by  virtue  of 
a  price  :  and  that  price  well  worthy  of  it  ;  which  al- 
(o  was  paid  to  that  very  end,  and  this  by  the  Creditor’s 
own  appointment  ;  who  cannot  condemn  any  for 
whom  Chrift  died,  Rom.  viii.  34.  his  juftice  fhall  not 
be  liable  to  fuch  a  reflection.  Whence  it  may  ra¬ 
tionally,  be  concluded,  that  if  all  men  are  not  juftified, 
justification  doth  not  belong  to  all  ;  and,  coniequent- 
ly,  that  Chrift  did  not  give  himleii  for  all.  And,  as 
for  efficacy,  Adam’s  tranfgrcffion  was  efficacious  on 
the  will,  and  whole  man,  to  deprave  ;  why  not  then 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl  to  retlore  ;  fince  the 
pre-eminence,  in  that  every  thing,  is  given  to  him  ? 
“  For  if  by  one  man’s  offence  death  reigned  by  one  5 
much  more  they  which  receive  abundance  of  grace, 
and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  fhall  reign  in  life  by 
one  Jefus  Chrift,”  Rom.  v.  17. 

Arg.  VII.  The  doctrine  of  fpccial  and  peculiar 
Redemption  is  further  confirmed  by  thole  perilous 
consequents  which  attend  the  doctrine  of  general  Re¬ 
demption,  as  it  is  .commonly  held  forth  :  for,  1.  It 
feems  to  refleCt  on  the  wildom  of  God  ;  as  imputing 
to  him  fuch  a  contrivance  for  men’s  falvation,  as  was 
altogether  fruftrable  ;  which  is  far  from  convincing 
the  world  that  Chrift  crucified  is  the  wifdom  of 
God.  2.  It  alfo  feems  to  tax  God  of  injuflice,  as 
not  difchargsng  tliofe  whole  tranfgreffions  are  anfwered 
for  by  their  Surety  ;  or  elle,  that  the  iufferings  of 
Chrifl  were  not  fufficient  to  make  a  dilcharge  due  to 
them.  Or,  3.  It  infinuates  a  deficiency  of  power, 
or  want  of  good  will,  to  profecute  his  defign  to  per¬ 
fection. 
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feftion.  4.  It  makes  men  boafters  •  fufpending  thd 
virtue  and  luccefs  of  all  that  (Thrift  hath  done  fot 
them,  upon  lomething  to  be  done  by  themfelves, 
wmcn  lie  is  not  the  doer  of  ;  and  confequently,  that 
men  are  principals  in  procuring  their  own  falvation  - 
and  io  Cllrift:  lliall  have  but  his  thoufands,.  in  truth 
ns  notmng,  while  freedom  of  will  fhall  have  its  ten 
thoulands  to  cry  up  the  praife  of  men  :  this  is  not 
“  that  the  Lord  alone  fnould  be  exalted.”  c.  It  would 
jido  follow j  that  thole  who  are  faved  and  gone  to 
heaven,  have  nothing  more  of  Chrift’s  to  glory  in,  and 
piade  him  for,  than  thofe  who  are  perifbed  and  gone 
to  hell  :  for  according  to  the  principles  of  general 
Redemption,  he  did  and  doth  for  all  alike  ;  and  no 
m ewe  for  one  than  for  another.  6.  It  makes  men 
prefumptuous,  anil  carnally  fecure  ;  how  many  have 
foot  heel  up  themfelves  in  their  impenitency  and  hard-' 
nefs  of  heart,  and  fenced  themfelves  againft  the  word, 
upon  this  very  fuppofition,  That  Clirift  died  for  all  ■ 
and  why  then  fhould  not  they  look  to  be  faved  as  well 
as  arty  other  ?  and  fo  they  lean  ( pretended!)' )  on  the 
Lord,  and  tranfgrefs  ;  not  confidering,  that  thofe  for 
whom  Chrift  died,  he  purchafed  for  them  a  freedom 
* 10111  hn,  and  not  a  libeity  of  linning ;  nor  impunity, 
but  upon  terms  of  faith  and  repentance.  And  that, 
the  tempter  difturbs  them  not  in  their  reft  upon  fuch 
a  foundation,  may  be  one  reafon  why  men  fo  ftiffly 
adhereu  to  it  j  and  that  thole  of  the  genera!  principle 
are  fo  feld  om  troubled  with  terrors  of  confidence. 

I^aJUy,  There  was  yet  another  reaioii  of  Chrifl’s 
yiyin^  peculiarly  for  the  elect ;  they  were  his  defigned 
]j)oufe  ;  and  that  brought  upon  him  peculiar^  en¬ 
gagements.  to  die  for  them.  i.  As  being  his  fpoufe,  he 
was  chargeable  with  their  debts  :  they  being  made 
under  a  law,  and  he  affuming  them  into  a  fpoufal  re-  * 
iation,  made  himfelf  one  with  them,  and  anfwerable 
for  them  :  it  was,  in  the  law’s  account,  as  well  as  his 
own  intent,  a  making  himfelf  their  Surety,  Ifa.  liii. 

8.  11.  and,  confequently,  in  cafe  of  forfeiture,  his 

life 


OF  REDEMPTION. 


life  muft  go  for  theirs.  He  is  therefore  faid  to  be 
“  made  under  the  law,”  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  as  they  were* 
and  to  be  “  made  fin  for  them,”  2  Cor.  v.  21.  and 
being  fo,  “  it  behoved  him  to  fuffer,”  Luke,  xxiv. 
46.  and  it  could  not  be  avoided,  Acts,  xvii.  3.  For 
the  law  being  juft  and  holy,  its  violation  muft  be  an- 
fwered  for,  either  by  principals  or  furety  :  and  here 
it  was,  that  mercy  and  truth,  grace  and  juftice  met 
together  ;  making  that  due  temperament  which  an- 
fwered  the  ends  of  both.  Grace  takes  hold  of  him 
as  a  Surety,  that  the  finner  might  go  free  ;  and  juftice, 
as  of  the  moft  refponfible  party  (for  none  elfe  could 
anfwer  the  law’s  demands,)  and  being  apprehended, 
he  readily  yields  to  make  fatisfaction,  and  lays  to  the 
law  (as  once  to  the  Jews,  when  he  was  on  the  point 
of  fuffering  for  his  fpoule,)  “  If  ye  feek  me, /let  thefe 
go  their  way,”  John,  xviii.  8.  2.  Another  engage¬ 

ment  was  the  love  he  bore  to  them  :  if  poffibly  he 
might  have  been  quit  of  that  furety fh ip-engagement, 
this  of  his  love  would  have  held  him  to  it  :  he  could 
not  bear  to  fee  his  beloved  faft  chained,  like  flaves,  to 
the  devil’s  gallies,  and  forced  to  ferve  againft  their 
natural  Lord  :  and  this  bondage  thev  could  not  be 
freed  from,  but  by  conquering  him  whofe  bond- flaves 
they  were  ;  nor  could  that  be  done,  but  by  his  own 
death,  Heb.  ii.  14.  John,  xii.  31. .33.  And  this  his 
love  conftrained  him  to,  Eph.  v.  25.  Rev.  i.  Gal. 
ii.  20.  “  for  love  (to  be  lure  his  love)  is  “  ftronger 
than  death,”  Cant.  viii.  6.  and  accordingly  we  find  that 
this  is  ft  ill  made  the  ground  and  motive  or  his  dying,  q. 
As  the  contract  could  not  be  diffolved  (for  he  hates 
putting  away),  nor  his  love  taken  off',  for  he  changeth 
not  ;  fo  neither,  as  the  cafe  flood,  could  he  and  they 
cohabit  and  dwell  together.  Creatures  defiled  with 
fin,  were  not  meet  confoits  for  the  Lord  of  glory  :  nor 
could  they  be  brought  to  a  meetnefs,but  by  being  wafh- 
ed  in  his  blood  :  as  he  fays  to  Peter,  “  II  I  wafh  thee 
“  not,  thou  haft  no  part  with  me,”  John  xiii.  8.  The 
church  muft  be  “  fanclified  and)  clcanfed,  without 
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fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,”  Eph.  v.  26.  be¬ 
fore  tiiey  are  he  for  the  prefence  of  Chrift  in  glorv  - 
and  this  could  not  be.effefted,  but  by  his  giving  him- 
iclt  for  them  to  this,  therefore,  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfed,  do  aferibe  their  being  in  heaven  : 

Arid  they  fung  a  new  fong,  faying,  Thou  art  worthy 
to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof: 
for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people,  and  nation,’’  Rev.  v.  9. 

Whether  they  might  pofiibly  have  been  faved 
feme  other  way,  is  to  me  a  needlefs  inquiry  ;  but  it 
kems  the  import  of  our  Saviour’s  own  fpeeeh,  that 
if  he  had  not  thus  done,  he  muft  have  been  in  heaven 
without  furitahlc  company  •  where,  [peaking  ofhimfelf 
he  fa}  3,  Except  a-corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  grotmd 
and  die,  it  aoideth  alone.*  John,,  xii.  24.  But  it  was 
not  good  that  the  man  fhould  be  alone  :  no,  not  the 
u  mm  Chrift  Jefus  :,J  it  was  therefore  ordained,  that 
he  fhould  have  a  feed  to  ferve  him  ;  a  church  to  pre- 
fide  over  \  in  the  midft  of  whom  he  fhould  fing  praife 
to  his  Father,  Heb.  ii.  iz.  who  are  alio  called  his 
fellows,, Heb.  i.  9.  but  his  blood  muft  be  the  feed  of 
that  church,  Ifa.  liii.  10,  the  price  of  their  redemption, 
Rev.  v.  9.  the  layer  of  their  regeneration,  Eph.  v. 
26.  And  (b* dear  is  the.  church  to  Chrift,-  that  he 
thinks,  himlelf  not  complete  without  rherft,.  Eph.  i. 
23.  It  was  one  of  the  lalt  requefts  before  he  died,  that 
they  might,  be  with  him,  John,  xvii.  24.  And  if  the 
body  muft  be.  with  its  head,  the  hoiieft  of  holies 
muft  be  their  manfion  :  but  fuch  is  that  place’s 
hoiinns,  as  not  to  admit  them,  without  a  perfed  pu¬ 
rity  ;  nor  couldithoy,  if  not  io  purified,  bear  the  hoii- 
neis  or  the  place.  All  which  con lidered  together,  (hew 
inch  a.  reafdp.  of  Chrilt’s  dying  for  the  eiect,  as  was 
not  predicate  of  other  men. 

For  the  reft  of  the  World,  they  were  given  as  hand¬ 
maids  to  his  (poufe  :  by  virtue  of  which  donation, 
they  a!fo  are  his  ;  “  Jrle  is  head  over  all  to  the 

church,  ”  Eph*  1.  22.  They  are  his,  but  not  as  his 
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fpoufe  ;  as  Sodom’s  daughters  and  Samaria’s  were  to 
Jerufalem  ;  “  but  not  by  her  covenant,”  Ezek.  xvi. 
6 1.  His  relation  to  them  was  not  iuch  as  to  make 
him  reiponfible  for  their  defaults,  or  to  oblige  him  for 
their  recovery  :  how  be;  t,  the  price  v/ herewith  he  ran- 
iomed  his  fpoufe,  took  in  her  hand- maids  alfo  ;  as 
Abraham’s  refeuing  his  brother  Lot,  brought  back 
the  Sodomites  with  him.  All  the  benefits  the  woild 
have  by  Redemption,  they  may  thank  the  church  for 
hext  unto  Chrift  himfelf ;  for  they  have  it  upon  her 
account,  as  the  Sodomites  theirs  upon  Lot’s.  And, 
to  (peak  freely,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  could  not  well 
have  been  without  her  hand-maids  ;  we  little  think 
what  fervice  the  world  does  for  the  church  ;  albeit, 
that  becaufe  they  intend  not  fo,  they  are  not  rewardu- 
ble  for  it,  Ifa.  x.  5- — 12.  I  fhall  only  add  our  Savi- 
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Our’s  own  aflertion  in  that  xviith  of  John,  wher 
(peaking  of  thofe  his  Father  had  given  him,  that  he 
might  give  them  eternal  life,  he  laith  expreffly,  that  for 
44  their  fakes  he  fa  n&ified  himfelf,”  John.  xvii.  19. 
Which  was  to  fay,  in  effect,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
them,  he  had  not  fibred  out  of  heaven  for  the  reft. 

I  fhould  now  come  to  the  Inferences  j  but  finding 
this  doctrine  as  much  oppofed  as  that  of  Election  ; 
obferving  alfo  a  great  pronenefs  in  men  to  embrace 
the  notion  of  general  and  conditional  Redemption 
which  proceeds,  partly,  from  nature’s  inability  to  dif- 
cern  a  reafon  why  one  fhould  be  redeemed,  and  not 
another  $  partly,  for  that  it  is  grateful  to  lapled  crea¬ 
tures,  to  fancy  them  (elves  active  in  their  own  recovery 
partly  alfo,  from  an  aptnels  to  catch  at  any  thing  that 
but  kerns  to  give  quiet  under  convictions,  J  hope  it 
1  In  a  1 1  not  be  time  loft  to  weigh  their  exceptions  and 
our  reply  together  ;  in  the  doing  of  which,  1  fhall  not 
an  fiver  every  text  that  is  made  to  ferve  in  that  caufe  ; 
the  fenfe  they  give  of  fome,  being  evicted,  may  ferve 
for  many. 

Gbj.  In  Rom.  v.  18.  the  reftoration  by  Chrift  is 
made  as  large  and  extenfiveas  Adam’s  fin, 
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4njrw.  The  comp auffin  there  dated  is  hot  put  ex- 
tenfively,  as  refpe&ing  the  objebh  of  fm  and  grace  ; 
but  intensively,  as  reipefting  the  different  efficacy  of 
t! . .  it\e»al  means  by  wmch  thole  contrary  efjfc6t$ 
were  produced:  the  apoftie,  therefore,  to  obviate 
luch  objedions,  reftrains  it  in  verfe  15,  “  But  not 
tc  as  the  offence,  fo  alio  is  the  free  gift q.  d.  The 
nee  gut  of  righteouinefs  and  life  doth  not  extend  to 
mankind  univerfally  and  efficacioufly,  as  tin  and 
death  did  ,  and  he  adds  a  reafon  to  it  y  For  if <c  through 
the  offence  of  one  many  be  dead,  much  more  the 
g  ace  of  God,  and  the  gift  lay  grace,  hath  abounded 
unto  many,”  Rom,  v.  15.  which  is  as  if  he  had  faid, 
if  the  fiee  gift  had  took  in  ail,  as  the  offence  did,  then 
nil  fhould  have  been  faved ;  for  that  grace  hath  a- 
bounded  more  tnan  the  offence  :  which  fuper-abound- 
ing  of  grace,  muff  be  meant  of  the  prevalent  efficacy 
of  grace  (for,  as  to  the  objeffs  of  it,  it  could  not  take 
in  in  re  than  all)  ;  and  therefore,  thole  towards  whom 
it-  hatn  io  abounded,  fhall  finely  partake  of  the  bene¬ 
fits  oi  it.  And  further,  that  the  word  All  might  not 
be  taken  univerfally,  he  presently  varies  the  term  of 
comprehenfion,  and  renders  that  all  by  many  :  “  As 
by  one  man’s  difobedience  many  were  made  Tinners, 
fo  by  the  obedience  of  orc  fhall  many  be  made 
righteous,  Rom.  v.  19.  <c  As  all  in  Adam  died,  fo 
all  in  Chriff  (hail  be  made  alive,”  1  Cor.  xv.  22, 
O'yj.  But  Redemption  is  often  fet  forth  in  terms 
importing  univerfality,  namely,  “That  Chriff  gave 
himfelf  a  ran lom  for  all  ;  that  lie  takes  away  the  fin 
of  world  ;  and  is  (he  {  Trianon  for.  the  fins  of 
the  whole  world,”  1  Tim.  11.  6.  John,  i.  29.  1  John 
h.  2.  which  wc  cannot  but  take  in  a  literal  fenfe, 

/Vm.  B  >th  facred  writ,- and  common  difeourfe,  do 
frequently  Ipeak  in  general  terms,  when  nothing  is  iefs 
intended  by  it  than  univerfality..  John,  iv.  29. 
41  Com  :,  lee  a  nun  that  told  me  ail  things  that  ever  I 
1  ”  when  it  was  but  how  many  hufbands  fine  had  had, 
and  that  her  prefent  man  was  not  one.  1  Cor.  x.,2 
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-  OF  REDEMPTION. 

^aul  is  faid  to  pleafc  all  men  in.al!  things ;  when-as  (in 
fad)  lae  pleated  but  few  in  any  thing,  and  in  all  things 
next  to  none.  Col.  i.  6.  the  gofpel  is  faid,  “  to  be 
come  into  all  the  world,  and  to  bring  forth  fruit  as 
it  did  in  them  ;  ”  when  yet  it  was  but  a  corner  of  the 
world,  and  but  few,  very  tew,,  in  whom  it  brought 
forth  as  in  them  :  (examples  are  endlefs.)  It  is  there¬ 
fore  to  be  noted,  that  where  thofe  general  (or  rather 
indefinite)  terms  are  ufed  about  Redemption,  it  is 
moftiy  to  fhew,  that  the  church  of  God  (which  Ghriffc 
was  to  gather  in)  was  not  confined  to  the  offspring  of 
any  particular  head  nor  confided  of  any  fcparate  fort 
or  rank  of  perfons,  exclufive  of  others  ;  but  fome  of 
every  kindred  and  nation  under  heaven*  clafies  and 
degrees  among  men  :  the  church  of  God  takes  in  of 
ail,  and  fu  doth  Redemption  ;  however  different  in 
other  ref  peel  s,  they  are  “  all  one  in  Ohrid,”  Gal.  iii, 
28.  And  where  this  is  not  the  fcope,  there  the  perfons 
concerned  are  deferibed  by  a  narrower  lid  ;  as,  that 
he  gave  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many,  Matt.  xx.  28. 
and  xxvi.  2%.  and  that  he  was  once  odered  to  bear 
the  of  many,  Htb.  ix.  28.  that  he  laid  down  his 
ihe  for  the  (beep,  John  x.  1  that  they  are  redeemed 
from  the  earth,  and  from  among  mend’  Rev.  xiv. 
4.  “  and  out  of  every  kindred,  tongue,  people, 
and  nation,”  chap.  v.  9.  That  in  Timothy,  “  who 
gave  hi mfeif  a  ranfom  for  ail,”  gives  the  objection  no 
fupport  ;  for  all  in  the  6th  verfe,  mud  intend  the 
fame  as  all  in  the  id  verfe,  which  the  text  itfelf  ex¬ 
pounds  to  be  <c  kings  and  men  in  authority.”  As 
for  the  world,  it  hath  many  and  various  acceptations 
in  fenpture  :  it  is  not  always  rrfeant  of  men  :  and  of 
men,  it  ieldom  intends  the  univerfality  ;  yea,  it  is 
citen  meant  of  a  very  few,  in  companion  of  the 
whole  :  it  would,  therefore,  be  unanfwerabje  rafhnefs, 
t°  limit  fb  indefinite  a  term  to  any  particular  con- 
itrudion  ;  as,  in  part,  is  feen  by  the  following  infian- 
cts  :  It  fometimes  intends  the  place  of  men’s  habita¬ 
tion  here  on  earth,  Nah.  i.  5.  the  time  and  ftate  of 
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things,  after  the  diffolution  of  the  prefent  frame, 
Luke,  xx.  35.  the  extent  and  eompafs  of  the  Roman 
empire,  chap.  ii.  1.  the  religion  and  manners  of  the 
world,  A&s  xvii.  6.  the  troubles  which  in  this  world  do 
attend  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  John,  xvi.  33.  the  fplen- 
dour,  wealthy  honour,  or  whatever  elfe  is  taking  with 
the  hearts  of  men,  Gal.  vi.  14.  to  fet  forth  the  great- 
nefs  of  fomething  that  cannot  be  well  expreffed,  John 
xxi.  25.)  lor  the  Gentiles,  in  diftindtion  from  the  Jews, 
Rom.  xi.  12.  for  the  numerous  increafe  of  fome  par¬ 
ticular  party,  John,  xii.  19.  More  might  be  cited, 
but  theie  may  luffice,  to  fhew  how  much  it  behoves 
us  to  confider  well  the  fcope  and  context  of  the  fcrip- 
ture,  and  not  to  be  led  by  the  vocal  found  of 
words. 

There  arc  yet  two  other  interpretations,  which 
come  nearer  the  matter  in  hand  :  one  is  that  which 
takes  in  the  whole  party  of  wicked  men  alone,  and 
by  themfelves  ;  as  where  it  is  (aid,  “  That  laints  (hall 
judge  the  world,  1  Cor.  vi.  2.  it  muft  be  meant  o f 
the  world  of  ungodly,  for  the  faints  (hall  not  judge 
one  another  :  fo,  “  All  the  world  wondered  after  the 
bead,  and  worfhipped  the  dragon/’  Rev.  xiii.  3,  4. 
This  alfo  muft  intend  the  herd  ot  idolators,  exerrp- 
tive  of  thofe  who  followed  the  Lamb,  Rev.  xiv.  4. 
It  is  alfo  faid  that  the  “  whole  world  lieth  in  wicked- 
nefs,”  1  John,  v.  19.  here  ye  have  the  very  words, 
and  alike  connexed,  as  in  the  place  objected  ;  which 
therefore  may  as  well  be  fuppofed  of  the  fame  com- 
prehenfion  ;  and  yet  it  may  not  be  underftood  of 
mankind  univerfally,  but  fuch  of  them  as  ate  under 
the  power  and  conduct  of  Satan,  which  the  faints  are 
not,  and  therefore  are  no  part  of  the  world,  or  whole 
world  there  intended.  The  other  interpretation  of 
the  word  feems  couched  in  the  places  objected,  where 
Chrift  is  faid  to  £C  l  a  ic  e  away  the  fins  of  the  world, 
and  to  be  a  propitiation  for  t}ie  fins  of  the  whole 
worKt  for,  why  may  not  the  world  be  taken  in  a 
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reftrifted  and  limited  fenfehere,  as  in  the  places  fore- 
quoted  ?  If  by  world  is  fometimes  meant  the  world 
of  un?odlv,  as  feparated  from  the  faints  ;  by  like 
reafon,  at  other  times,  it  may  be  meant  of  t  ie  w  or  ■ 
of  faints,  as  feparated  from  the  wicked,  elpeaahy 
when  nothing  in  the  (lope  or  context  contradicts  it. 
And  what  then  lhould  hinder,  but  that  world,  in  l he 
places  objected,  may  be  l'etly  intended  of  the  cleCt, 
exclufive  to  others  ;  as  the  world  that  lies  m  wumeu- 
nets,  is  of  thofc  others  exclufive  of  the  elect  r  To  be 
lure  there  can  be  no  peril  in  fo  undemanding  it  ;  lor 
we  know  that  Chrift  is  the  propitiation  for  their  fins  : 
but  to  affirm  it  of  the  bulk  of  mankind,  hath  many 
unruly  and  unworthy  confequences  attending  it,  fame 
of  which  are  fhewn  before.  But  what  world  was  it 
that  Chrift  would  not  pay  for  ?  It  could  not  be  that 
for  which  he  died,  for  the  prieft.  was  bound  to  pray 
for  thofc  he  offered  for  ?  It  muff  then  be  a  r.Ci^cr 
and  then  it  will  follow  that  there  are  two  :  i .  A  lefter, 
which  confifts  of  n,  (cic6t  party  j  and  was  taken  out  of 
the  world  univerfal,  as  the  llraclitilh  nation  was  out 
of  the  the  Egyptian,  Deut.  iv.  34.  or  as  the  Chrift- 
an  church,  at  fir  ft,  was  out  ol  the  Jew  i  lb. ,  Acts,  ii. 

44 _ 4y.  Thefe  our  Saviour  ftiles  “  the  men  which 

his  Father  gave  him  out  of  the  world,”  John,  xvii.  6, 
For  thefe  it  was  that  he  fanctified  himfelf,  that  is,  let 
himfelf  apart  to  fuffer  for  them,  and  for  thefe  he  pray¬ 
ed  :  and  of  thefe  is  made  up  that  world  whole  tin  lie 
taketh  away,  and  for  whofe  fins  (even  of  the  whole  of 
them,)  he  is  the  propitiation.  1  hefe  are  t lie  men 
that  (hall  be  counted  worthy  of  the  world  to  come, 
Luke  xx.  35.  and  they  are  as  properly  termed  a  world, 
as  that  bleffed  flate  and  place  of  glory  they  fhall  be 
taken  into  ;  or  as  the  dwellers  upon  earth  are  deno¬ 
minated  a  world,  from  the  place  of  their  habitation, 
Rom.  xiii.  3,  4.  8.  2.  There  is  alfo  a  world  of  un¬ 

godly,  from  among  whom  that  lefier  world  was  taken 
and  rated,  John,  xv.  19.  xvii.  6.  of  whom  it  is  laid, 
*•  the  devil  is  their  god,”  2  Cor.  iv;  4.  and  that  “  their 
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names  are  not  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life  ”  V1"2 

s.  but,  “  ,Ue  whole  „l  it  iieth  i„  wiclced^TS 
V.  51.  And  this  that  world  for  whom  Chriit  profef- 
fed  y  fays,  “  He  did  not  pray  lurely,  then,  “  He 
vou  d  not  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  their  fins.” 

LnJ’oHh  ^  ?  feat  a  ftrefs  'S  iaid  011  the  Lteral 

Ln  e  of  the  word,  let  us  fcan  a  little  further  this  world 

un.vtfr/5  t;Vken  a';Va>r',  1  think  ir  cannot  intend  the 

unnulahty  of  mankind,  becaufe,  though  the  world 

in  general  be  concerned  in  Redemption,  thole  general 

Concerns  are  too  light  to  balance  the  weight  of  the 

text ;  temporary  things  could  in  no  wife  anlwer  the  end 

and  woith  of  eternal  Redemption  ;  which  being  the 

moft  tremendous  ad  that  ever  the  fun  had  feen,  or 

.)a  c  ie  c!fccts  thereof  muff  be  anfwerably  great  and 

£on?u*  J  and’  confequently,  it  muft  peculiarly  refpeft 

10  elect,  for  it  luits  adequately  to  none  elfe.  To  make  ! 

°m  this,  let  us  inquire,  what  that  fin  of  the  world  is 

anu  what  the  import  of  taking,  ir  away,  Pfal.  ciii.  12. 

r  or  Lie  firft  :  it  is  either  fome  one  grand  tranfgreffion 

or  the  whole  body  of  fins  together  :  if  a  particular  fin, 

it  muft  be  unbelief  ;  for  that  was  the  firft,  and  parent 

to  al  the  reft  :  and  it  is  thus  marked  out,  the  or  that 

lin  of  the  world  j  1.  Becaufe  it  was  the  fin  of  the 

whole,  both  Jcw$  and  Gentiles.  2.  It  gave  entrance 

to  all  other  fins  j.  they  fprang  from  it  as  their  root. 

,  3.  f  is  the  condemning  tin  ;  no  manperifiheth 
but  for  unbend  ;  where  the  gHpe!  is  not,  they  perifh 
for  not  b.meving  in  C3od  ;  and  where  it  is,  for  not  be¬ 
lieving  in  Chriit,  Or  ir  it  be  meant  of  all  fins  uni- 
verfailv,  then  the  text  confiders  them  as  put  together 
and  taken  away  at  once,  as  it  but  one.  But  be  it  un¬ 
belief  hngiy  and  fpecially,  or  the  whole  body  of  fins 
conjunct,  it  comes  to  one  ;  for  unbelief  is  a  member 
of  that  body,  and  a  capital  one  ;  and  lo  that  be  taken 
away,  it  matters  not,  inis  world  is  late  :  the  reafon  is, 
*Jlclt  laving  :rom  unbelief,  laves  from  al]  ; 

mr  as  faith  is  a  complex  of  graces,  to  is  unbelief  of 
5U1S  >  tae°  a ' vay  tins,  an  1  the  gu'ph  is  (hot,  a!)  other 

lin 


of  redemption. 


*83 


fins  difappear  ;  there  is  an.  end  of  them,  both  as  to 
guilt  and  prevalency;  “he  that  believes  ia 
laved.”  For  the  fecond,  touching  the  import  o  tak-^ 
in?  away-;  1.  The  putting  of  it  in  the  pre  ent  ten.c, 
implies  a  conftant  and  continued  aft,  ftill  puiiumg 
the  fame  end  ;  it  alfo  imports  a  perfeft  aft,;  not  a 
partial  taking  away,  or  fru  Arable  endeavour  ,■  m 
complete  and  certain,  as  a  man  takes  awav  any  t  jmg 
until  it  be  all  gone.  2.  That  Clirift  aione,  and  y 
himfelf,  performs  this  work.  3.  That  he  takes  away 
tin,  as  a  Lamb  flain  ;  not  for  himfelf  (for  he  was 
■without  fpot),  but  for  thofc  whofe  furety  he  was. 
And,  4.  As  the  Lamb  of  God  ;  a  lamb  of  Goo  s  own 
providing,  to  fave  the  lives  of  his  Iiaics.  1  his  taking 
away  is  no  lefs  than  a  total  removing  of  fin,  a  letting 
it  at  the  utmoft  difiance,  and  placing  it  in  the  “  land 
of  forgetfuinefs,”  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  And  further,  to  af- 
fure  us  of  its  utter  abolition,  this  taking  away  is  term¬ 
ed  deftruftion,  the  crucifying  of  the  old  man  ;  jhy- 
ino-  the  enmity,  and  deftroying  the  body  of  tin,  h.ph. 
ii.°x6.  Rom.  vi.  6.  this  was  that  work  ol  the  devil, 
which  the  Son  of  .God  came  to  deftroy  ;  and  deiiroy 
it  he  hath,  by  “  nailing  it  to  his  crols,  Col.  *.,14. 
The  blood  of  the  Lamb  hath  fo  overcome,  that  there 
needs  no  more  facrifice  for  fin  ;  nor  any  thing  exteri¬ 
or  to  itfelf,  to  make  its  Redemption  eternal,  -'and 
to  have  fin  (Inis  taken  away,  cannot  be  laid  of  the 
world  univerfally  ;  the  rcafon  is  plain,  bccaufe  lm  br¬ 
ing  gone,  nothing  remains  to  charge  the  world  with. 
But  nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  the  generality 
of  men  lie  plunged  111  fin,  and  are  bon  1-fkives  ol  toi- 
ruption  to  the  laft  :  it  mud  therefore  be  another 
world  (or  tribe)  to  whom  this  great  Lie ffmg  mull  be 
affigned,  and  of  whom  verified  :  and  fince  there  is 
but  one  more  (who  are  called  God  s  cleft),  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  are  the  men,  and  the  world  intended 
in  the  text  :  for  we  know  that  they  “  are  of  God  ; 
and  that  the  whole  world  beftdes  lies  in  wickednels,” 
1  John,  v.  19. 
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r  J-  But  lf  ■{i3me  0nIy  a£e  redeemed,  and  thofe  but 
,ew  in  companion  ;  then  all  ground  of  believ  L k 
taken  away  from  the  moft  of  men  ”  & 

A  SJt.  Chri(l  «-»*  die  for  all,  hinders 

fe  he  d'ed  f°r  not  faved  :  or  that  becaufe  one 
<;;  /  can  wm  the  prize,  hinders  others  from  running. 

-ndd  r  fh,(aS  lh£yd°)  thatChrift  died  for  ad, 
y,;  p*  thfe  gen£rality  of  men  (hall  die  in  their 

^s,  and  pen fli  for  ever  ;  is  a  greater  impediment  to 
beheving,  than  that  he  died  only  for  fome  •  and  ha' 
every  one  of  that  fome  (hall  certainly  be  faved.  2.  If 
vw  juuge  of  trees  by  their  fruit,  we  (hall  find,  that  the 
generality  of  men  (luch  as  reckon  the  matters  of  rdi- 
g'.en  worth  foeakmg  of,)  hold  ft  iff  for  the  general 
pomt  j  which  thews,  that  that  notion  has  no  great  in- 

en,ce  t°wards  ^e  working  of  faith  :  if  it  had  the 
numoer  of  converts  would  not  beTo  thin.  It  is’aiio 

[°"nt;;  hat  t  ,e  g£n,era!,ty  of  carnal  men,  and  luch  as 

V,  U  bc  reformed;  are  tnc  great  defpifers  of  peculiar 
Redemption  as  well  as  of  Election.  3.  To  make 

n  n  Vld?nce  °ra  man’$  iaterdl  in  '  Redemption, 

['  7  ,llie  c,aim  of  unbelievers,  as  much  as  if  it  were 

f  .  4*  ,H5  lha£  will  know  his  own  particu¬ 

lar  redemption  before  he  will  believe,  begins  at  the 
v.r.mg  end  01  his  work  5  and  is  very  unlikely  to  come 
..rat  way  to  tnc  knowledge  of  it.  The  firtt  aft  of 
■aitu  is  not,  that  Chrift  died  for  all,  or  for  you  in 
particular  :  the, one  is  not  true  ;  the  other  not  cer- 

can,  until  aitcr  you  have  believed. 

I  le  that  would  live,  inufl  Ipbniit  to  mercy,  with 
perauventurc  he  will  five  me  alive.”  r.  Anv  nv>n 
tnar  owns  himfelf  a  tinner,  he  h  as  lair  a  ground  for 

f;,s  as  any  1*1  the  world  that  hath  not  vet  be¬ 
liever  J  yea,  as  any  believer  had  befetc  he  believed  ; 
v.nr  may  any  perfon,  upon  any  account,  exclude  him- 
iwifrom  Redemption;  unlefs,  by  his  obftinate  and 

.rowed  continuance  in  unbelief,  he  hath  marked  out 

iumiclr,  J  '  s  1  ’  *■  * 
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There  are  reafons  enough,  and  of  greateft  weight, 
to  induce  men  to  believe,  without  laying  general  Re¬ 
demption  for  the  ground  of  their  faith  :  as,  ( i.)  That 
“  faithtul  faying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  lave  finners,” 
2  Tim.  i.  15.  and  fuch  are  you.  (2.)  That  he  gave 
his  life  a  ranlom  for  many,  Matth.  xx.  28.  and  you 
may  be  of  that  number,  as  well  as  any  other.  (3.) 
That  thofe  he  died  for,  lhall  be  juftified  upon  their 
believing,  Rom.  v.  9.  and  fhall  have  faith  aifo,  upon 
their  feeking  for  it,  as  a  part  of  his  purchafe,  and  giv¬ 
en  on  his  behalf,  Phil.  i.  29.  (4.)  That  to  believe 

on  his  Son,  is  the  will  and  commandment  of  the  cvcr- 
lafting  God,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  1  John,  111.  23.  whom 
we  ought  to  obey,  though  fo  it  were  that  lalvation 
were  not  concerned  in  it.  5.  Thofe  many  faithful 
promifes,  alluring  falvation  to  them  that  believe, 
John,  iii.  3 6.  36.  and  chap.  vi.  4 7.  LaJUy ,  The 
remedilefs  danger  of  unbelief,  Mark,  xvi.  16.  John, 
viii.  24.  And  if  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe  will  not 
prevail  with  you  to  believe  ;  the  notions  of  general 
Redemption,  together  with  the  genera!  fuccefflefihefs 
of  it,  will  never  do  it, 

Obj .  The  extending  of  Redemption  to  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  tends  to  magnify  the  grace  of 
Chrift  ;  but  confining  it  to  a  remnant,  is  a  lelfenino* 
of  it. 

.  ft  no  more  difparages  the  grace  of  Chrift,  to 

die  peculiarly  for  that  remnant,  than  his  choofing  a 
hngle  nation,  and  feweft  in  number  out  of  the  uni- 
verle,  and  giving  them  laws  that  tended  to  life  ;  while 
he  fuffered  ail  befides  to  run  wild,  in  the  broad  way, 
which  inevitably  leads  to  deftrudion.  And  as  for 
Redemption  made  general,  with  conditions  annexed  ; 
it  is  io  far  from  magnifying  the  grace  of  Chrift,  that 
it  plainly  contradids  it  :  for  if  he  knew  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  who  they  were  that  believed  not,  nor  would 
ever  believe  ;  it  would  rather  have  argued  a  degree 
©f  grace  and  favour,  not  to  die  for  them  ;  thdn  that 

their 
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their  fin  and  condemnation  fhould  be  thereby  fo  great¬ 
ly  aggravated  :  as  it  had  been  better  for  fome,  they 
had  never  known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  than  to 
depart  from  it,  2  Uet.  ii.  21. 

Obj.  This  leaves  the  moll  of  men  without  remedy. 

Anfw .  The  fallen  angels  were  higher  than  we,  yet 
have  no  caufe  to  complain,  that  no  Mediator  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  them  ;  and  if  any  be  left  remedilefs,  the 
fault  is  their  own  :  for,  if  freedom  of  will,  as  now  it 
is,  impowers  men  to  make  a  remedy  (fcil.  by  accept¬ 
ance  and  application),  much  more,  as  it  was,  it  might 
have  kept  them,  if  they  would,  from  needing  a  reme¬ 
dy.  You  will  fay,  perhaps  (as  fome  do),  why  were 
men  left  to  this  freedom  of  will,  if  forefeen  thus  to 
ufe  it  ?  nay,  rather,  why  do  men,  after  fo  w'oeful  an 
experiment,  choafe  to  be  fo  left  ?  they  have  their 
option  ;  let  them  look  to  it. 

And  fo  I  leave  their  objedions  :  for  I  heartily  wifh, 
both  for  the  truth’s  fake,  and  for  peace,  to  fee  theft 
contefts  buried,  rather  than  agitated,  left  they  eat 
out  the  life  of  religion.  (They  breathe  in  a  health- 
lefs  air,  who  make  them  their  element.)  And  I  ver¬ 
ily  think,  that  if  the  controverted  texts  were  duly 
weighed  (that  is,  if  fpiritual  tilings  were  compared 
with  fpiritual,  and  flefhly  confultations  fet  afide),  the 
prefent  differences  would  quickly  be  compofed,  being 
moftly  fomented  by  a  loofe  and  luxuriant  way  of  phi- 
lolophizing  in  divinity  3  and  by  holding  to  words  of 
an  indefinite  fignification,  more  than  to  the  fcope 
and  context. 

INFERENCES. 

Infer .  I.  Upon  what  hath  been  faid  of  the  wrork 
and  ends  of  Redemption,  I  would  turn  (a  while)  to 
thole  of  the  general  point  ;  I  mean  not  fuch  as  are 
men  profeffing  godlinefs  (too  many  of  which  arc  yet 
leavened  with  it),  but  thole  very  fordid  and  difingen- 
uous  fpirits,  who  pretend  to  the  general  ranfom  (cov- 
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ering  themfelves  with  the  fhadow  of  it),  and  yet  ftudy 
nothing  lefs  than  to  anfwer  its  ends  :  who  dream  of 
Redemption  from  hell  ;  but  for  Redemption  from 
fm,  it  comes  not  into  their  mind  :  they  contend, 
that  (Thrift  died  for  all ;  and  yet  carry  it  as  if  he  died 
for  none  ;  at  leafl,  not  for  them  :  for  they  have  no 
mark  or  tin&ure  of  fuch  a  Redemption  upon  them  ; 
but  remain  evidently  bond-flaves  of  corruption.  Can 
you  think  that  the  Son  of  God  died  for  you,  while 
you  defpife  a  living  to  him,  hate  them  that  love  him, 
oppofe  whatever  is  dear  to  him,  and  perfecute  to  the 
death  (if  your  line  would  reach  it)  thofe  that  have 
any  Ipecial  mark  of  Redemption  upon  them  ?  Did 
he  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  to  procure  men  a 
liberty  of  finning  ?  or,  was  Chrift  crucified,  that  the 
body  ot  fm  might  remam  unmortified  ;  yea,  get 
ground,  and  be  the  more  rampant  upon  it  ?  Is  this 
your  kindnefs  to  your  friend,  to  be  fo  in  love  with 
his  enemies  (the  fpear  and  the  nails  that  pierced  him), 
that  you  will  fpendand  be  fpent  for  the  icrvice  of  your 
lufls  ?  He  died,  that  thole  he  died  for  might  live  : 
live  to  whom  ?  Not  to  themfelves,  but  to  him  that 
died  for  them  :  and  did  you  really  believe  that  he 
died  for  you,  you  could  not  but  fo  judge  ;  his  love 
would  conftrain  you.  Redeemed  ones  are  the  Lord’s 
freemen  ;  and  you  are  free  to  nothing  but  the  devil 
and  fin.  Is  this  the  badge  of  your  freedom;  the 
cognizance  by  which  the  fubjeds  of  Chrift  are  known 
from  rebels  ?  No  ;  it  is  the  rebels  brand,  and  you 
will  find  it  at  !a(t.  This  is  that  will  aggravate  your 
condemnation,  and  make  it  a  condemnation  to  pur- 
pole,  thus  to  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  you  ;  you 
are  haters  of  God,  and  he  will  make  you  to  feel  it  : 
wrath  will  come  upon  you  to  the  uttcrmoft.  If  God 
fpared  not  his  own  Son,  who  had  no  fin  (but  by  im¬ 
putation),  how  fhall  he  lpare  you,  that  are  nothing 
elfe  but  fin  ?  “  He  that  defpifed  Moles’s  law,  died 
without  mercy  :  of  how  much  forer  puniflbment  fhall 
he  bt  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot 
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the  Son  of  God  ;  and  counted  that  blood  (which  you 
pretend  to  believe  was  died  for  your  redemption)  an 
unholy  thing  ?”  Heb.  x.  28,  29.  The  wrath  of  the 
Lamb  is  dreadful  ;  lie  will  tear  you  in  pieces,  and 
none  fhall  deliver  you.  Bethink  yourfelf,  therefore, 
in  time  :  confider  how  you  fhall  bear  that  weight  of 
wrath  which  the  Son  of  God  funk  under  !  There  is 
yet  hope  concerning  this  thing  :  and  if  ye  have  any 
mind  to  efcape,  delay  it  not  :  <c  If  ye  will  enquire, 
enquire  to  purpofe  ;  return,  and  come”  Ifa.  xxi.  12. 

Infer.  II.  The  doftnne  of  peculiar  Redemption 
may  not  be  taken  to  difcourage  or  weaken  the  hopes 
of  any  in  their  coming  to  Chrift  for  falvation  ;  any 
more  than  that  “  many  fhall  feek,  and  fhall  not  be 
able  to  enter,”  fliould  keep  men  from  driving  :  but, 
on  the  contrary,  which  alfo  was  Chrift’s  intent  in  tell¬ 
ing  us  lb,  it  fhould  quicken  our  diligence  and  fpeed 
in  going  to  him,  left  the  door  fliould  be  fhut ;  which  is 
certainly  open  while  he  calls.  Suppofe  the  word  :  fup- 
pofe,  I  fay,  that  your  intered  in  Redemption  were  only 
as  it  is,  general,  that  is,  for  temporal  mercies,  even  that 
deferves  all  you  can  do,  and  more.  What  criminal 
is  it,  that  lying  at  his  prince's  mercy,  would  not  think 
himfelf  obliged  to  fpend  the  time  of  his  rcprievement 
in  his  prince’s  fervice  ;  efpecially  confidering,  that 
even  that  fervice  lhall  have  its  reward  ?  But  why 
will  you  (but  out  yourfelf  ?  no  man  is  namely  ex¬ 
empted  ;  and  for  any  to  exclude  himfelf,  is  to  fin 
againfl  his  own  foul  ;  and  to  be  a  fecond  time  guilty 
of  dedroving  himfelf.  Put  it  upon  the  trial  :  you 
can  lofe  nothing  by  venturing  :  but  all  without.  Who 
can  tell,  but  your  name  may  be  written  on  the  High- 
Priefl’s  bread-plate  ;  as  well  as  Reuben’s  or  Judah’s  ? 
beficies,  you  have  no  way  to  prove  it,  but  by  going 
to  fee  ;  which  never  any,  in  good  earned  did,  but 
they  foupd  it  lo. 

Infer.  III.  From  what  hath  been  faid  of  Redemp¬ 
tion,  as  peculiar  to  the  cleft,  with  the  plaufible  (hews 
brought  againlt  it  \  I  infer,  the  important  neceffity  of 
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fc  trying  the  fpirits,  and  the  dc&rines  they  bring, 
whether  they  be  of  God/’  A  plaufible  outfide,  and 
fair  lhew  in  the  flefh,  are  no  argument  of  truth  in  the 
bottom  :  takingnefs  with  nature,  fliould  render  things 
fufpicious  to  us,  rather  than  approved.  Our  beft  rule 
of  judgement  in  this  cafe,  is  that  of  our  Saviour, 
<c  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits.”  And  if  by  this  we 
meafure  the  general  point,  it  will  be  found  wanting  in 
what  it  pretends  to,  and  not  a  little  reprovable  :  for,  x. 
Inftead  of  magnifying  the  grace  of  Chrift,  and  merit 
of  his  fufferings,  it  does,  in  effect,  nullify  both  :  it  makes 
Redemption  general,  as  to  perfons,  but  not  as  to 
things  :  it  redeems  the  whole  of  mankind  from  part 
of  their  bondadge,  but  no  part  of  them  from  the 
whole  :  or  upon  fucha  condition  as  no  man  in  nature 
is  able  to  perform  :  which  is  too  defective  to  be  the 
device  of  fovereign  wifdom  and  grace.  That  cannot 
be  called  a  catholicon,  or  general  remedy,  that  fuffers 
itfelf  to  be  generally  worfted  by  the  difeafe  ;  nor  that  a 
perfect  Redemption,  which  leaves  ftill  under  bondage. 
I  doubt  not  at  all,  that  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  in 
our  nature,  is  of  infinite  merit  ;  but  withal,  that  it  is 
of  like  infinite  virtue  and  efficacy,  and  will  for  ever 
operate  accordingly.  But,  if  the  fuccefs  and  laving 
effects  thereof  Ihould  depend  upon  fomething  to  be 
done  by  men,  which  Redemption  itfelf  doth  not  in¬ 
vert  them  with  ;  then  will  men  come  in  for  a  fhare 
with  Chiift,  in  the  glory  or  their  falvation  :  yea,  in 
this  cafe,  any  addition  of  human  ability  annihilates’ 
the  grace  of  Chrift,  Gal.  v.  2.  whereas,  to  depend 
upon  Chrift  for  fancfification,  as  well  as  righteoufnefs  ; 
to  expebl  from  him  a  power  to  repent  and  believe,  as 
weli  as  acceptance  upon  your  believing,  gives  him  his 
true  honor,  as  intitling  him  to  the  whole  of  your  lal- 
vation  ;  which  is  indeed  his  proper  due,  and  due  to 
him  aionc.  And  this  may  be  a  main  reafon,  why 
.  men  profeffing  the  name  of  Chrift,  are  fo  generally 
ftrangers  to  faith  and  holinefs  :  they  do  not  leek  it  at 
the  hands  of  Chrift,  (John,  v.  10.)  as  a  part  of  his 
'  purchafe  s 
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pure  hate  ;  but  rely  on  their  own  ability.  2.  Inflead 
.  laying  a  foundation  for  faith,  and  a  help  to  believ¬ 
ing  :  the  general  dodrine  muzzles  the  foul  in  its  un- 
hd.K-f,  upon  a  preemption  of  power  ip  himfelf  to  be¬ 
lieve  when  he  will.  We  little  think  how  much  pre¬ 
sumption  and  carnal  fecurity  derive  from  this  root  9 
Wueieas  peculiar  Redemption,  in  the  vigour  and  lati¬ 
tude  of  it  (namely,  as  procuring  for  us  a"  right  to 
faith  and^  holinefs,  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  work 
them  effectually  in  us),  is  far  greater  encouragement 
to  ajpply  ourfelves  to  Chrift  for  them,  as  apart  of  his 
puichate,  1  hil.  i.  29.  and  that  without  which  we 
cannot  partake  of  the  other  benefits  of  his  death. 
And  I  cannot  but  think,  that  any  man  in  his  right 
Uiind,  Luke,  vin.  35.  (upon  a  due  enquiry,  and 
thorough  confidering  the  matter),  would  rather  de¬ 
pend  upon  fuch  a  Redemption  as  redeems  from  all 
iniquity,  though  the  perfons  concerned  in  that  Re¬ 
demption  oe  but  few,  than  on  that  which  is  fuppofed 
to  redeem  all  univerfal'ly,  upon  condition  of  faith  and 
lepentance,  but  does  not  redeem  from  impenitency 
and  unbelief.  In  that  redemption  let  my  part  be, 
that  faves  from  fin,  that  flays  the  enmity,  that  recon¬ 
ciles  to  God  effectually,  that  makes  an  end  of  fin,  and 
brings  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs  ;  that  does  not  on¬ 
ly  bring  into  a  falvable  date  conditionally,  but  works 
aho  and  maintains  thole  conditions  and  qualifications 
that  have  falvation  at  the  end  of  them. 

^  Infer .  IV.  If  Chrift  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  the 
eiedt,.  then  is  Redemption  alio  of  grace,  and  free  as 
Lledion  itfelf  •  which  befpeaks  both  our  thankful 
remembrance,  and  all  felf-dcnial.  There  is  a  great 
aptnefs  to  forget  our  original  ;  to  pay  tribute  where 
it  is  not  due,  and  to  withhold  it  where  it  is.  It  was 
needful  counfe!  of  old,  and  no  lefs  at  this  day  ;  “  Ye 
that  follow  after  righteoufnefs,  look  to  flic  rock 
whence  you  were  htwn,”  Ifa.  h.  r.  Your  Redeemer 
firil  brought  you  out  of  nothing  ;  and  when  you  had 
fold  yourfdv$s  for  nought,  he  himfelf  became  your 
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ran  Tom,  though  he  needed  you  not  :  fee,  therefore, 
that  ye  afcribe  all  to  his  love.  It  was  not  any  better- 
nefs  of  yours  that  gave  you  preference  in  Redemption, 
nor  was  it  your  ingenuous  compliance  that  made  Re¬ 
demption  effeftual  to  you  (thole  are  flight  pretences)  j 
had  not  your  Redeemer  bought  you  from  yourfelf, 
releafed  you  from  your  imaginary  freedom,  and  faved 
you  from  unbelief,  you  had  never  known  what  this 
Redemption  had  meant,  nor  what  it  is  to  be  free  in¬ 
deed.  No,  it  was  purely  you  Redeemer’s  love  :  he 
valued  you  as  being  his  Father’s  gilt  ;  and  as  given 
to  be  one  with  himfelf ;  “  Fie  therefore  loved  you, 
ana  gave  himfelf  for  you.”  When  you  were  in  your 
blood,  and  no  eye  pitied  you  (no  not  your  own)  ; 
then  was  the  time  of  his  love  :  even  then  he  accepted 
the  motion  made  by  his  Father  and  yours,  and  figned 
the  contract.  Fie  knew  both  your  weight  and  your 
worth  ;  your  natural  unfitnefs  for  him,  and  averfenefs 
to  the  match  :  he  alio  knew  what  it  mud  coft  him 
to  make  you  both  meet  and  willing  j  and  that  it  was 
fo  ftupendous  a  work,  that  all  the  hofts  of  heaven 
would  have  broken  under.  He  further  knew,  that 
after  all  he  fhould  do  and  fuller  for  you,  you  could 
not  advantage  him  in  the  leaf!  ;  only  he  fhould  have 
the  latLsfaftion  to  have  made  you  happy  againft  your 
unrenewed  will  ;  and  yet  he  declined  it  not  :  he  came 
“  leaping  upon  the  mountains,  and  fkipping  over  the 
h  hs  (of  deatn  and  .difficulties),  as  longing  for,  and 
delighting  to  be  in  that  work  ;  he  was  Heightened 
until  it  was  accomplilhed  ;  fuch  was  the  incenFnefs  of 
his  love  to  you  !  And  a  great  deal  ado  he  had  with 
your  wills,  before  you  were  brought  to  be  willing. 
Anu^  foi  all  this,  he  only  expects  you  will  carry7  it 
woitny  of  fo  great  a  lover,  and  fuch  manner  of  love  : 
which  is,  in  efieft,  but  to  accept  of,  and  to  continue 
in,  his  love,  and  be  willing  he  fhould  lave  you  freely  ; 
and  own  this  love  of  his,  as  the  immediate  fountain 
whence  your  happinefs  is  derived. 

Infer .  V, 
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Lifer.  V.  Since  your  propriety  in  Redemption  h 
founded  in  electing  love,  “  give  all  diligence  to  make 
your  eledtion  fure  (pare  not  for  pains  ;  its  fruit 
w  il  be  worth  all  the  labour  and  coft  you  can  lay  out 
upon  it  ;  if  clear  in  this  point,  the  whole  body  will 
be  full  of  light.  And  amongother  evidences  of  Elec¬ 
tion,  review  the  marks  fpecified  before  under  that 
head.  Make  out  alfo  your  intereft  in  Redemption, 
by  walking  worthy  of  redeeming  love  ;  which  cannot 
be,  but  by  doing  and  being  fomething  more  than 
others  ;  tome  fingular  thing  muft  warrant  your  claini 
to  that  lingular  privilege  ;  hold  forth,  therefore,  in 
your  life,  the  effects  of  your  union  with  Chrift  in  his 
death  :  let  the  l'cope  of  Redemption  be  the  fcope  of 
your  converfation.  You  have  no  fuch  way,  if  1  may 
fo  tpeak,  to  gratify  your  Redeemer,  as  by  letting  him 
fee  the  travail  of  his  foul  :  a  thorough  newnefs  cf 
life,  with  a  total  devoting  yourfelf  to  God,  will  illus¬ 
trate  Redemption  not  a  little,  and  proclaim  convinc¬ 
ingly  both  its  merit  and  efficacy.  Il  will  alfo  be  a 
good  office  done  to  yourfclves,  as  an  evidence  of  your 
ipecial  concern  in  Redemption;  and  much  more  vin¬ 
dicate  your  Chriftianity,  than  formal  profeffions,  or 
eager  contefts.  And  in  order  to  this,  1.  Determine 
to  u  know  nothing  but  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucifi¬ 
ed  count  all  things  elfe  not  worth  your  knowing  ; 
for,  in  truth,  all  knowledge  el fe  wifi  come  to  nothing. 
Let  all,  therefore,  be  “  lofs  and  dung,  for  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,” 
Phil.  iii.  8.  And  ftudy  the  dodtrine  of  his  crofs  ; 
that  ye  may  not  ftand  by  and  hear  him  defamed,  and 
not  have  a  word  to  lay  for  him  :  fo  alfo  obferve  him, 
that  when  the  world  and  he  part,  you  may  know 
your  own  Mafter,  and  be  known  by  him.  2.  Let 
nothing  be  to  clear  to  you,  as  not  to  part  with  it  for 
your  Redeemer  when  called  for  ;  and  rife  early  to  do 
it  :  take  up  your  crofs,  and  inure  yourfdf  to  the 
bearing  of  it,  before  it  be  laid  on  :  the  Lord  parted 
With  his  delight  for  you  from  eternity  ;  there  is  noth- 
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ing  more  reafonable,  nothing  more  natural  to  an  heart 
rightly  poftured,  than  to  love  and  live  to  him  who 
died  for  you  :  and  whoever  hath  known  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  love  of  Chrift  in  truth,  cannot  but  fo 
judge.  3.  Deal  with  fin  according  to  its  kind  *  the 
dreadful  nature  whereof  nothing  discovers,  nor  can, 
but  hell  itfelf,  and  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  moftly 
thefe  :  let  it  die  no  other  death  but  that  of  the  crofs, 
and  the  more  it  cries  out  tube  fpared,  do  you  cry 
out  the  more  urgently  that  it  may  be  crucified.  4. 
Let  not  Chrift  be  divided  :  his  offices  are  uquifitely 
conjoined,  and  cannot  be  feparated  with  our  fecurity  $ 
nay,  not  without  our  certain  ruin.  Know  him, 
therefore,  for  your  Prophet  and  Lord,  as  well  as  your 
Redeemer  ;  and  for  your  wifdom  and  fandlificaticn, 
as  well  as  your  righteoufnefs  ;  (one  and  all.)  Take 
orders  from  him  as  your  Captain-general  ;  receive 
your  law  from  his  mouth  ;  whatever  he  bids  you  do, 
do  it  :  follow  him  wherever  he  goes,  and  carry  it  as 
becomes  his  attendants  :  the  armies  in  heaven  follow 
him  upon  white  horfes,  and  arrayed  in  white  :  be 
not  your  own  dire&or  in  any  thing,  nor  over-haltv  ; 
ftir  not  up  your  beloved  until  he  pleafe,  but  await 
his  counfel  and  conduct,  as  preferring  his  knowledge 
of  times  and  leafons,  with  the  manner  and  method  of 
his  working  and  preferibing,  before  your  own.  $. 
Let  nothing  divide  you  from  Chrift  :  let  nothing  but 
death,  yea,  let  not  death  itfelf  fepnrate  between  you 
and  him.  Nothing,  you  lee,  could  feparate  him 
from  you,  nay,  had  it  not  been  for  you,  and  fuch  as 
you  are,  he  had  not  died  :  “We  are  not  our  own, 
we  arc  bought  with  a  price,”  1  Cor.  vi.  20.  which 
is  the  higheft  engagement  in  every  (late  and  duty, 
whether  living  or  dying,  to  be  the  Lord’s,  Rom. 
xiv.  8. 

Infer .  VI.  Chrift’s  giving  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  you, 
warrants  your  largefl  expettation  of  gopd  things  from 
him  :  what  fins  too  great  to  be  pardoned  ?  or  iniq¬ 
uities  fo  ftubbom  as  not  to  be  fubdued  ?  Heb.  ix* 
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14.  or  graces  fo  precious  as  not  to  be  obtained  ? 
i  he  Loid  delights  in  nothing  more  than  mercy  } 
tlie  on;y  bai  was  hn  ,  which  being  diffolved  by  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  grace  and  glory  run  freely.  The 
making  us  kings  and  pncfls  unto  God,  yea,  one  in 
tne  bather  and  himlelf,  John,  xvu.  21.  being  the 
thing  he  died  for,  no  inferior  good  thing  can  be  with- 
liolden  from  us.  Faith  and  holinefs  are  great  things 
indeed,  and  highly  to  be  valued  :  yet,  let  me  lay, 
that  even  thele,  and  all  other  good  things  laid  togeth¬ 
er,  will  be  but  a  very  little  heap,  to  that  grace  which 
put  us  into  Ohrid  ;  the  honour  and  privilege  of 
union  with  him  ;  and  the  price  he  hath  paid  for  our 
ran  lorn  ;  “  Herein  is  love,  that  God  fent  his  Son  to 
be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins  !”  1  John,  iv.  io.- 
.The  purchafe  is  paid,  releafes  are  leafed,  and  he  in 
poffeffion  ;  all  things  are  ready  :  it  is  now  but  his 
giving  forth  the  revenue  that  lies  by  him,  which  alfo 
he  delights  to  do. 

Other  notes  of  ufe  this  doctrine  affords,  which  I 
can  but  touch,  as  Jonathan  the  honey  :  1.  It  fliews 
the  high  efleem  that  God  has  for  his  chofen  ,  whom 
he  44  went  himfelt  to  redeem,  and  purchafed  with 
his  own  blood,”  2  Sam.  vii.  23.  Afts,  xx.  28.  2. 

That  by  this  ftandard  thofc  favourites  of  heaven 
fhouid  value  themfelves  ;  not  weighinu;  the  world’s 
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contempt,  nor  clouding  thole  marks  of  wrorth  Re* 
demption  has  put  upon  them.  3.  Il  fliews  the  con¬ 
tagious  nature  of  fin  ;  the  deadly  venom  whereof 
nothing  but  the  precious  blood  of  the  holy  One 
could  poffibly  antidote,  nor  withftand  the  torrent  of 
that  fiery  lake  :  as  alio  its  dreadfulnefs,  in  that  the 
Son  of  God  died  in  the  conflict.  4.  It  argues  the 
greatn'efs  and  precioufnefs  of  the  foul  ;  the  Redemp¬ 
tion  whereofhad  ceafed  Tor  ever,  if  Chriff,  the  Son  of 
God,  had  not  made  his  own  foul  an  offering  for  it. 
c.  That  the  world  is  not  a  little  beholden  to  God’s 
people  for  all  the  good  things  they  poffefs  ;  for  they 
have  them  on  their  account,  and  fhouid  therefore  af¬ 
ford 
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ford  them  better  quarter.  6.  That  God  will  not 
lightly  pafs  by  the  wrongs  done  to  his  people  :  Re¬ 
demption  hath  made  them  kings*  Rev.  v.  io.  again (l 
whom  even  hard  fpecches  are  criminal  :  how  feverdy 
then  will  he  make  inquiution  for  blood  !  Pfal.  ix.  i  2. 
7.  It  argues  the  abfolutenefs  of  Election,  for  that  an 
infinite  price  was  irrevocably  decreed  and  paid  to 
confirm  its  title.  8.  It  alfo  evinceth  the  abfolute 
freenels  and  independency  of  electing  love,  fince  crea¬ 
tures  could  not  poffibly  deferve  or  be  worthy  of  fo 
great  a  ranfom.  9  It  infers  the  exceeding  weighti- 
nels  of  that  glory,  which  required  fo  vaft  a  price,  and 
could  not  be  had  for  lets.  Lajily ,  It  further  yields  a 
chief  corner-ftone  for  the  faints  perfeverance  :  for, 
1.  They  are  not  now  at  their  own  difpole  ;  Redemp¬ 
tion  has  transferred  their  title  to  another,  who  loves 
them  better  than  to  leave  them  expofed  to  a  fecond 
lapfe,  from  which  there  is  no  recovering.  2.  Re¬ 
demption  being  a  valuable  confideration,  and  fo  ac¬ 
cepted,  even  the  righteoufnels  of  God  is  engaged  to 
lave  them  ;  and  muft  therefore  prevent,  remove,  or 
over-rule  whatever  would  hinder  that  falvation.  On 
all  which  accounts  (and  others)  Redemption  fhould 
be  much  the  fubjeft  of  our  difcourfe  and  contempla¬ 
tion  :  it  was  the  firfl-born  promife  after  the  fall  ;  by 
the  repetitions  whereof,  and  further  explanations,  the 
Lord  hath  perfumed  the  breath  of  all  his  holy  proph¬ 
ets  which  have  been  fince  the  world  began.  Our 
Lord  and  Saviour  himfelf  was  frequently  lpeakino  of 
it  ;  which  fhews  that  his  mind  was  much  upoif  it, 
and  that  the  fame  mind  fhould  be  in  us.  It  is  a 
theme  that  glorified  faints  take  pleafure  to  dilate  up¬ 
on  y  witneis  IVloies  and  Elias  on  the  holy  mount, 
Luke,  ix.  31.  and  John,  wrapped  into  heaven  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  found  them  at  this  lervice  before  the 
throne  of  God,  Rev.  i.  10.  chap.  v.  9.  12,  13.  where 
I  cannot  but  note  (by  the  way)  three  obfervables. 
1.  That  the  faints  in  heaven  were  celebrating  the 
work  of  creation*  and  that  of  Redemption,  both  in 

one 
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one  day  ;  and  it  was  the  Lord’s  day  :  a  good  argils 
meat  for  our  Lord’s  day  Sabbath  ?  2.  That  they 

atcnbe  the  fame  glory  and  honor  unto  the  Lamb  that 
was  fhin,  as  to  him  that  fits  on  the  throne  ;  an 
evident  proof  of  Chrift’s  divinity  !  And,  3.  That 
the  ground  of  their  triumph  and  exultation  was 
not  the  general  point  (no  lpeech  of  that  in  heav¬ 
en),  but  peculiar  Redemption  :  a  good  confirmation 
of  the  prefent  truth.  And  further,  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  ftill  bears  about  him  the  marks  of  his  cruci¬ 
fixion  ;  he  appears  “  as  a  lamb  that  had  been  flain,” 
Pvev.  v.  6.  and  he  glories  in  it.  “  I  am  he  that  was 
dead,”  Rev.  ii.  8.  and  i.  18.  and  with  tliefe  marks 
he  will  appear  when  he  cometh  to  judge  the  world, 
Zech.  xii.  10.  Till  when,  the  Lord’s  day,  and  its 
moft  folemn  ordinance,  are  for  an  unchangeable  re¬ 
membrance  of  him,  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  Whatever  there¬ 
fore  befalls  us,  fhouid  mind  us  of  this  glorious  tranf- 
adion  :  if  it  be  evil,  that  Redemption  hath  laved 
from  the  evil  of  it  ;  if  good,  Redemption  hath  pur- 
chafed  it  for  us  ;  whether  good  or  bad  in  itfelf,  Re¬ 
demption  will  landily  it  to  us.  But  when  ye  think 
of  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  as  your  portion, 
with  all  that  heavenly  viaticum  (angels  food,  and  bet¬ 
ter)  that  attends  you  at  every  ftage,  “mntil  ye  ap¬ 
pear  before  God  in  Zion,”  Flak  Ixxxiv.  7.  efpecialiy, 
when  ye  are  admiring,  for  what  it  is  ye  cannot  think, 
i  lay,  when  ye  are  admiring  that  tranlbcndcnt  gloiy 
which  (hall  arife  from  that  ineffable  onenefs,  to  be 
then  completed  between  the  Father  and  Chrift,  and 
his  flints  ;  lay  with  that  heaven-born  Ffalmift,  “  What 
lhall  l  render  unto  the  Lord  tor  all  his  benefits  ?” 
And  anfwer  yourfelf  with  him  ;  I  will  take  (not 
this  or  that  Angle  benefit,  but)  the  cup  of  falvation 
(ajoripus  Redemption,  which  that  cup  lignifieth), 
and  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  All  the  divine 
attributes  centre  in  Redemption,  as  light  and  heat  in 
the  fun,  and  are  thence  favingly  reflected  upon  men 
redeemed  :  and  this  is  the  molt  compendius  way  of 
beholding  the  glory  of  God,  and  of  celebrating  our 
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dear-bought  happinefs.  Something,  perhaps,  like 
this  may  that  “  fruit  of  the  vine”  be,  though  unfpeak- 
ably  beyond  it,  which  Chrift -and  his  difciples  “  fhall 
drink  new  in  his  Father’s  kingdom,”  Matt.  xxvi.  29. 
“  when  he  that  fowed,  and  we  that  reap  fhall  rejoice 
together,”  John,  iv.  36.  Therefore,  “unto  him  that 
loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own 
blood,  be  glory,*  and  dominion  for  ever.  Amen/’ 
Rev.  i.  5,  6. 

...  .  ■  \  •  \ 

III/  That  the  purpofe  or  intent  of  Chrift’s  death 
cannot  be  fruftrate  ;  that '  i.%  thole  for  whom 
Chrift  died  fhall  certainly^  obtain  all  the  benefits 
accruing  by  his  death. 

All  the  counfels  of  God  from  eternity  ;  all  his  pro 
mifes  and  declarations  holding  forth  thofe  counfels  ; 
and  all  his  difpenfations  in  order  to  their  accomphfh- 
ment  ;  have  a  fpecial  relation  to  Chrift  as  dying  for 
his  people,  and  their  aftual  falvation  thereby,  as  the 
end  thereof.  Now  the  end  of  a  thing,  is  that  for 
which  the  thing  itfelf  is  ;  and  but  for  which,  it  had 
not  been  ;  it  is  that  the  chief  agent  principally  pur- 
pofeth,  and  aims  at ;  and- if  he  be  wife,  he  will  cer¬ 
tainly  ufe  and  appoint  fuch  means,  and  order  them  in 
fuch  manner,  that  the  thing  defigried  fhall  not  mif- 
carry.  Men  indeed  may  mifs  of  their  end  ;  they 
aim  at  this,  and  that  is  produced,  as  in  building  the 
tower  of  Babel  :  but  this  is  (till  from  fome  imper¬ 
fection  in  themfelves  ;  either  the  thing  itfelf  is  not 
feafibie,  or  the  way  to  it  imprudently  contrived,  or  the 
means  unduly  applied  ;  then*  minds  alter,  or  they  are 
made  to  defift  by  a  power  above  them,  &c.  But  with 
th£  only  wife  and  Almighty  God  it  is  not  lo  ;  none 
of  thole  things  which  impede  the  defigns  of  men  can 
happen  to  his  ;  there  can  be  no  other  event  of  them, 
but  what  he  fetly  intended  ;  the  leaft  of  his  purpofes 
fhall  not  fuffer  difappointment,  much  lefs  that  great 
defign  men’s  falvation  by  the  death  of  his  Son. 

That 


*9S  A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

That  the  thing  itfelf  is  feafible,  is  attefted  by  that  in¬ 
numerable  company  already  in  heaven  on  his  account. 
It  was  lo  wifely  contrived,  that  all  interefts  concerned 
aie  lecured  and  fatisfied  :  God  is  juft  in  juftifying  ; 
the  tinner  faved,  while  vengeance  is  taken  on  his  fin  \ 
and  Chrift  well  pleafed  with  a  leed  to  ferve  him! 
I  he  way  of  obtainment  is  fuch  as  will  certainly  com- 
pafs  the  end  ;  the  divine  power  is  engaged  in  it  ; 
which  refts  not  in  the  leaft  on  the  concourfe  or  com¬ 
pliance  of  any  mutable  agent,  or  fruftrable  inftrument. 
His  heart  cannot  be  taken  off  from  it ;  it  is  that  his 
blefled  thoughts  have  run  upon  from  eternity  ;  and 
thole  thoughts  of  his  ftand  fad  to  all  generations. 
And  lafily,  no  higher  power  can  fuperfede  his  decree ; 
he  is  fovereign  Lord  and  controlleth  all. 

To  confirm  the  point,  take  the  following  argu¬ 
ments.  ;  \  '  -  6 

^rSm  I*  Is  from  Redemption  itfelf ;  wherein, 
i.  The  greatnefs  of  the  price  ;  2.  The  kind  or  man¬ 
ner  of  payment ;  and,  3.  The  fcriptural  import  of  the 
word,  are  not  a  little  confiderable. 

1  .  For  the  price  ;  it  was  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God 
whole  perfonal  dignity  was  fuch  as  put  a  tranlcenden- 
cy  of  merit  upon  his  death  ;  which  therefore  could  not 
be  parted  with  for  a  doubtful  or  uncertain  purchafe  ; 
nor  could  any  obtainment,  inferior  to  falvation,  com- 
penfate  the  price.  In  this  lies  the  ftrefs  of  the  apof- 
tle’s  argument ;  who,  to  fet  forth  the  happy  ftate  of 
God’s  ele£t,  and  to  prove  them  out  of  danger,  brings 
in  the  price  of  their  redemption  ;  u  Who'fhall  con¬ 
demn  ?  it  is  Chrift  that  died,  Rom.  viii.  33.  The 
eminency  of  the  perfon,  arid  the  fufferings  he  fubmit- 
ted  unto,  as  they  greatly  illuftrate  his  love  to  men  ; 
fb  they  flrongly  affirm  and  infure  the  event  of  hia 
death  :  64  For,  if  reconciled  to  God,  by  the  death  of 
his  Son,  much  more,  fhall  we  be  faved  by  his  life,” 
chap.  v.  10. 

2.  The  kind  or  manner  of  payment  ;  it  was  by 
{offering,  Flad  the  ranfom  been  of  the  nature  of 
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depofitable  things  (namely,  to  fecure  fatisfa&ion,  in 
cafe  the-  treaty  took  effect,  and  to  be  refumed,  in 
cafe  it  fucceeded  not),  it  had  much  altered  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  there  had  no  great,  damage  accrued  to  the  de- 
pofitor  y  he  might  have  received  his  own  again, 
though  not  with  advantage  :  but  bufferings  once  un¬ 
dergone  cannot  be  recalled  ;  they  are  as  water  fpi!t 
upon  the  ground  ;  they  cannot  be  gathered  up  again, 
uniefs  in  their  fruits,  namely,  in  the  accOinplifhment 
of  the  end  they  were  defigned  for  ;  which,  duly 
weighed,  will  not  allow  Redemption  to  be  condition¬ 
al,  nor  its  intended  effefts  to  depend  upon  things 
contingent.  Befides,  that  which  is  infinite,  will  not 
admit  of  addition  ;  nor  can  that  which  hath  all  worth 
intirely  within  it,  find  any  thing  of  worth  without 
itfelf  to  depend  upon.  But  this,  methinks,  fhould 
not  need  arguing,  fince  it  is  fo  apparent. 

3.  From  the  fcriptural  ufage  and  import  of  the 
word  :  which  fhews,  that  Redemption  hath  made 
eternal  life  our  due  ;  and  that  all  fuppofeable  condi¬ 
tions,  all  manner  of  graces,  means,  and  helps,  which 
muff  come  between  our  natural  ftate  and  glory,  with 
glory  itfelf,  were  all  intentionally  in  the  defign  of  it, 
purchafed  by  it,  and  contained  in  it  ;  as  the  flalk 
which  the  flower  muft  grow  upon,  is  virtually  in  the 
fame  feed  with  the  flower  itfelf.  Redemption  doth 
not  only  allow  men  their  book,  and  fave  them  in 
cafe  they  can  read  (that  is  a  heardefs  notion),  but 
enables  them  to  read,  and  that  in  point  of  will,  as  ’ 
well  as  knowledge.  Faith  is  to  lalvation,  as  livery 
and  feifin  are  to  pofleffion  ;  they  are  no  part  of  the  ’ 
price,  nor.  condition  of  your  right  ;  but  a  legal  and 
notifying  introduction  to  your  actual  enjoyment  ; 
yea,  the  purchafe-money  entitles  you  to  them,  as 
well  as  to  the  inheritance.  As  we  can  afk  nothing 
of  God,  either  warrantably  or  fuccefsfully,  but  as  en¬ 
titled  thereto  by  Redemption  ;  fo,  on  Redemption's 
account,  ye  may  afk  any  thing  that  hath  a  tendency 
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to  its  end  ;  ye  may  claim  faith  in  order  to  falvation, 
as  well  as  falvation  as  the  end  of  your  faith. 

And  now,  that  Redemption  doth  not  barely  make 
men  releafeable,  or  capable  of  being  faved  ;  but  doth, 
by  his  own  proper  virtue,  profecute  its  end  to  per* 
lection,  that  the  actual  complete  falvation  ot  redeem¬ 
ed  ones  is  bound  up  in  it,  and  whatever  might  let  it 
taken  out  of  the  way,  I  fhall  clear  by  a  fhort  indue** 
tion  of  particulars,  i.  Redemption  imports  fatif- 
faction.  Vv7ithout  this  the  world  had  not  been  rec¬ 
onciled  ;  nor  could  it  be  faid,  “  The  pleafure  of  the 
Lord  hath  profpered  in  his  hand  but  both  thefe 
are  affirmed,  I  fa.  liii.  10.  u  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
bruife  him.”  It  does  not  intend  only,  that  it  was 
the  plealure  or  will  of  God,  that  the  thing  fhould  be 
done,  but  that  he  was,  well-pleafed  by  th^  doing  of 
U  ;  that  is,  he  was  again  pacified  towards  us,  in. 
whole  Head  he  fuffered  ;  hisjuftice  being  thereby 
atoned.  And  this  very  reafon  ye  have  annexed  in  , 
I  fa.  xlii.  21.  “  The.  Lotd  is  \vdl-pleaied  for  his 

righteoufnefs  fake  ;  he  fhall  magnify,  the  law  and* 
make  it  honourable  that  is  by  levying  fatisfa&ion 
upon  Chrift  :  which  alfo  accords  with,,  and  expli¬ 
cates  that  in  Rom.  iii.  31.  “  Do  we  then  make 

void  the  law  through  faith  ?  God  forbid  ;  yea,  we 
eltablilh  the  law.”  It  is  further  confirmed  by  2  Cor. 
v.  19.  “  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to 
himlelf this  muft  be  reciprocally  underftpod,  for 
ejfe  the  breach  had  continued  :  but,  finely,  the  Lord 
would  not  be  at  fuch  coft,  to  have  his  work  but  half 
done  ;  for  what  is  reconciliation,  bpt  the  renewal  of 
friendfhip  on  both  fides  ?  ancj  that  this  is  Chrift’s 
own  fente  upon  the  word,  is  evident  by  Matt.  v.  23> 
24.  “  If  thy  brother  hath  ought  againft  thee,  go  ajnd 
be  reconciled  to  thy  brother.”'  It  ruuft,  therefore* 
take  in  God’s  reconcilement  to  us,  as  well  as, ours  to 
him  ;  which  could  not  be  without  fiuisfa&ion  ;  his 
juttice  would  not  permit  it  4  he  will  hyv  no  means, 
*]ear  the  guilty.  And  to  put  it  beyond  chfpute,  our. 

grand 
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grand  •  Creditor  proclaims  himfelf  fatisfied,  by  his 
fending  from  heaven  to  releafe  our  Surety*  Matth. 
xxviii.  2.  It  was  to  fay  in  efled,  that  he  had  no 
further  demands  upon  us.  2..  Redemption  alfo  im-. 
ports  jollification,  or  freedom  from  guilt,  Ephet.  i-.  7» 

*£  In  whom  wp,  have  Redemption  through  his  blood, 
the  forgivenefs  of  fins.”  Rom.  iii.  24.  “  Being  jus¬ 

tified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  Redemption 
that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,”  Rom.  v.  9.  Gal.  iii.  13. 

“  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us :  he  blotted  out  the 
hand-writing  that  was  againft  us,  nailing  it  to  his 
crofs,”  Col;  ii.  14.  3.  It  imports  the  evidion,  van¬ 

quishing,  or  binding  of  the  ftrong  man  ;  who  would 
not.  elfe  have  let  go  the  prey,  nor  have  left  his  pof- 
feffion  ;  “  By  death  he  deftroyed  him  who  had  the 
power  of  death  ;  that  is,  the  devil,”  Heb.  ii.  14. 

«  By  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  he  fpoiled  principalities-, 
and  powers,  and  triumphed  over  them,”  Col.  ii.  1  5. 
4,  It  imports  freedom  from  the  power  of  fin,  Rom. 
vi.  6.  “Our  old  man  was  crucified  with. Chrift, 
that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroyed  ;  that  hence¬ 
forth  we  fhould  not  ferve  fin  upon  which  it  fol¬ 
lows,  “  He  that  is  dead,  namely  with  Chrift,  is  freed 
from  fin,”  verfe  7,  And  “  fin  fhall  not  have  domin¬ 
ion  over  you,’*  verfe  14.  5.  It  imports  inherent  fto- 

linefs,  or  fandification,  Col.  i.  21.  “You  who  were 
fometimcs  enemies  in.  your  minds,  now  hath  he  rec¬ 
onciled,  in  the  body  of  his  ftefh,  through  death,  to 
prefent  you  holy,”  verfe  zi.  Heb.  x.  10.  “  We 

ate  iandified  .through  the  - offering  of  the  body  of  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift  :  Rom.  v-i.  18.  “  Being  then  made  free 

from  fin,  ye  became  the  fervants  of  right eoulnefs 
And  that  it  was  by. virtue  of  Chrift’s  death,  appears, 
by -verfe  8.  “  For  if  we  be  dead  with  Chrift,  we* 
fhall  alfo  live  with  him.”  It  is  his  blood  which 
“  purges,  the  conference  from  dearl  works,  to  ferve 
the  living,  God,”  Heb.  ix.  14.  6.  It  likewife  im¬ 
ports  refurredion,  John,  vi.  34,  55.  “  I  will  railo 

him 
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him  up  at  the  left  day  ;  for  my  flefh  is  meat  indeed  ” 

o  d'eath  "h  Chnft  was  the  death 

ot  death.  Hot.  xin.  14.  «  In  Chrift  fhall  all  be 

made  alive,  2  Cor.  xv.  22.  7.  It  further  extends 

to  the  adua  pofleflion  of  redeemed  ones  with  blef- 

fednets  and  g  ory,  Rom.  viii.  cjo.  “  Whom  he  juf- 

tified  them  he  gbrified.*’  Liberty  of  entering  into 

,olieJJ’ 's  by,  the  blood  of  Jefus,  Heb.  I.  10. 

1  hou  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,” 

JK-ev.  v.  9,  10.  It  is  the  voice  of  thofe  in  heaven. 
Now,  that  all  thete  are  in  Redemption,  is  evident  : 
and  as  evident  it  is,  that  Redemption,  thus  qualified, 
js  not,  cannot  be,  liable  to  fruftration,  for  it  brings 
us  to  heaven  ;  and  then  we  are  fure  beyond  the  reach 
of  danger.  And  for  this  it  was,  that  Paul  cared  not 
(he  need  not  care)  “  to  know  any  thing,  in  compan¬ 
ion,  but  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified,”  1  Cor.  ii. 
2.  _  It  is  true,,  the  refurredion  of  Chrift,  hisafeenfion,' 
fitting  at  God’s  right  hand,  and  interceffion,  have" 
fheir  relpedive  influence  into  all  thefe  glorious  priv¬ 
ileges  and  parts  of  eternal  glory  ;  but  they  all  fpring 
from  his  crucifixion  ;  if  he  had  not  died,  he  had  not 
been  a  prieft  for  ever,  as  he  is. 

Arg.  II.  The  end  of  Redemption  cannot  be  fruf- 
ti ate,  becaule  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is,  at  leaft, 
as  pievalent  and  effcdual  to  his  feed,  as  Adam’s  tranf- 
greflion  was  to  Ins.  All  his  pofterity,  indeed,  were 
involved  in  the  curie ;  yet,  to,  that  there  ftill  remain¬ 
ed,  through  the  intervention  of  grace,  a  poflibility  of 
releafe  ;  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  hath  fo  per- 
fedly  recovered  and  eftablifhed  his  feed,  that  their 
juftified  ftate  can  never  be  loft  :  and  the  reafon  is, 
becaule  grace  hath  out-done  fin,  and  gone  beyond  it ; 
grace  hath  abounded  much  more,”  Rom.  v.  20. \ 
Which  fuper-abounding  of  grace  cannot  refer  to  the 
fubjefts  of  grace,  as  if  they  were  more  in  number 
than  the  fubjefts  of  fin  ;  for  fin  came  upon  all,  and  ' 
grace  cannot  come  upon  more  than  all :  but  it  is 
meant  of  the  prevalent  efficacy  of  grace ;  and  the  per¬ 
manency 
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manency  of  its  effects  towards  all  that  are  the  lubjefts 
of  it :  and  thence  it  is,  that  grace  is  faid  to  reign 
through  righteoufnefs,  and  that  to  eternal  life,  Rom* 

V,  2  I . 

Arg.  III.  If  the  end  ofChrilt’s  death  might  poflibly  be 
fruftrate,  as  pofiloly  might  the  main  end  of  God’s  mak¬ 
ing  the  world  fuffer  difappointment.  All  things  were 
made  for  himfelt ;  and  by  this  fcale  they  afcend  to  him  ; 
the  world  for  the  elect,  and  the  eled  for  Chrifl ;  and 
Chrifl  for  God.  All  his  works  praile  him  ;  but  above 
all,  that  of  Redemption,  as  of  higheft  note  and  emi- 
nency.  Moft  confpicuoufly  doth  the  glory  of  God 
fhine  forth  in  the  face  of  Chrifl  as  dying,  and  as  dy¬ 
ing  for  fuch  an  end,  namely,  the  falvation  of  his  peo¬ 
ple.  It  is  the  chief  of  the  ways  of  God,  the  very 
meridian  and  height  of  his  glory  (not  efiential,  but 
manifeftive),  both  in  this  world,  and  that  to  come. 
Redemption  was  defigned  to  glorify  all  the  divine  at¬ 
tributes  ;  it  therefore  behoved  fo  to  be  laid,  that  of  all 
his  defignments,  this  might  be  fure  to  fucceed  :  for  do 
but  fubtrad  the  furenefs  ofitseffed,  and  leave  his  re¬ 
deemed  in  a  perifhable  condition,  &  it  draws  a  blemilh, 
inftead  of  beauty,  upon  all  the  divine  attributes.  For, 
i.  The  end  of  God’s  fetting  forth  Chrifl  as  a  propiti¬ 
ation,  was  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  in  the  “  remif- 
fion  of  fins,”  Rom.  iii.  25.  which  it  does  doubly,  1. 
That- without  l'atisfadion,  fin  could  not  juftly  be  re¬ 
mitted.  2.  That  fatisfadion  being  given,  it  could  not 
juflly  be  imputed,  chap.  viii.  34.  But  if  thole  for 
whom  fatisfadon  has  been  given,  fiiould  not  be  jufti- 
fied  and  laved,  divine  juftice  would  be  as  liable  to  im¬ 
peachment,  as  if  they  had  been  laved  without  :  and 
fo,  the  thing  defigned  tor  the  honour  of  hisrighteouf- 
nefs,  would  turn  to  its  disparagement.  2.  It  would  not 
accord  with  the  love  and  goodnefs  of  God  towards  his 
eled,  that  that  which  was  meant  for  their  recovery, 
and  was  alfo  a  price  well  worthy  their  rantom,  fiiould 
poffibly  turn  to  their  deeper  condemnation  ;  for  fo  it 
mild,  if  they  be  not  effedually  laved,  John,  iii.  19. 

This 
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This  could  not  be  that  pleafure  of  the  Lord,  which 
profper  in  the  hands  of  Chrift,  3.  It  would  not  be 

rK°{?^8  t°tfe1fa'tWulnpfs  an«l  ‘ruth  of  God,  that 
Chrift  Ihould  fail  of  that  he  was  promifed,  and  ear- 

neftly  looked  for,  as  the  fruit  of  his  buffering  ;  which 

was.“  aTeed  to  ferve  him,”  Ifa.  liii.  ro.  The  thoughts' 

of  which  were  mattter  of  complacency  to  him  from 

m  ij  mg*  Prov-  viii-  1  *•  But  ^  thofe  he  died  for, 
nould  not  only  abide  in  the  fame  condemnation  he 

came  to  deliver  them  from,  but  under  a  much  forer 
vengeance  than  if  he  had  not  undertaken  for  them  : 
how  . grievous  would  it  be  to  him,  and  contradictions 
to  the  faithfulnefs  of  God :  4.  Another  end  of  Re¬ 
demption  was,  that:  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God' 
might  fhine  forth,  in:  the  fight  of  angels  and!  men. 
“  Chrift  crucified  is  the  wifdom  of  God,”  1  Cor.  i. 
24;  But  if  it  were  fo  contrived,  that  the  thing  chief* 
ly  defigned  might  poffibly  mifcarry,  it  would  be  no  if- 
liiftration  of  wifdom.  Wall  one  of  common  prudence 
part  with  his  jewels  and  choiceft  treafure,  and  leave 
his  purchale  knowingly  under  hazard  ?  Men,  indeed, 
may  poffibly  wafle  their  eftates  in  trials  and  effays 
that  come  to  nothing ;  but  did  they  forefee  the  event 
they  would  not  io  expofe  their  prudence  to  reproach,' 
S'  The  greatnefs  and  power  of  God  would  fuffer  an 
eclipfe  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  creatures  to  defeat 
his  mod  wife  and  hbiy  defignments ;  and  hinder  the 
accompli  (lament  of  his  greateft  work.:  What  would 
the  Egyptians  fay,  but  that  he  deftroyed  them,  be- 
caufe  not  able  to  go  through  with  that  he  undertook  ? 
Lq/ily,  if  the  end  of  Chrift’s  death  might  poffibly  ,  be 
fruftratc,  then  that  blcffed  project  for  glorifying  the 
grace  of  God  might  poffibly  be  difannulled  and' come 
to  nothing  ;  for  none  but  faved  ones  do,  or  can,  glos 
rify  that  grace; 

Sirg.  IV'.  Anotlier  argument  for  the  fure  effects  of 
Chrift  s  death,  is  that  he  hath  (he  manage  man  t  of  the 
whole  work- committed  to  himfelf  j  as  well  the  appli¬ 
cation'  of  Redemption,  as  the  procurement  of  it. 

He 
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He  is  the  repofitory,  root,  and  treafury,  wherein  all 
the  benefits  of  Redemption  are  laid  up  ;  and  thte 
great  Almoner  by  whofe  hand  they  are  difpenfed. 
Adam  was  no  more  a  public  perfon  after  his  fall  : 
the  new  flock  was  not  intrufted  with  him,  but  ptlt 
into  the  hands  of  Chrift,  who  will  give  a  better  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

Arg.  V.  There  is  nothing  wanting  to  our  Lord 
and  Redeemer,  which  might  any  way  conduce  to  the 
final  completement  of  his  work.  There  are  five 
things  mainly  requifite  to  make  a  great  undertaking 
■  fuccefsful,  namely,  authority,  ftrength,  underftand- 
ing,  courage,  and  iaithfulnefs  :  all  which  the  Captain 
of  our  falvation  is  eminently  inverted  with  :  <c  The 
Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  all  things  intb 
his  hands,”  John,  iii.  35. 

1.  Authority  :  he  was  appointed  to  his  office  (for* 

as  Mediator,  the  Father  is  greater  than  he)  :  “  He 
came  not  of  himlelf,  but  the  Father  fent  him,”  John, 
ix.  42.  He  was  66  called  of  God,”  Heb.  v.  4,  5. 
It  was  laid  on  him,  and  undertaken  by  him,  in  the 
way  of  covenant,  Ifa.  xlii.  6.  and  confirmed  by  an 
oath,  Heb.  vii.  21.  never  to  be  reverted  ;  which  alio 
may  partly  be  the  meaning  of  God  the  Father’s 
fealing  him,  John,  vi.  27.  “  The  government  is 

laid  upon  his  fhoulder,”  I  la.  ix.  6.  He  hath  the 
key  of  David  committed,  to  him,”  Rev.  iii.  7.  which 
(hews  the  ablolutenefs  of  his  authority  :  without 
him,  no  man  can  lift  up  his  hand,  or  his  foot,  in  all 
the  earth. 

2.  Strength,  or  power  :  thefe  cannot  be  wanting 
to  him,  if  all  in  heaven  and  earth  be  fufficient  for 
it  :  for  this  he  hath,  Matth.  xxviii.  18.  and  he  hath 
it  to  this  end,  that  he  might  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as  he  undertook  for,  John,  xvii.  2.  which  if 
they  fhould  mifs  of,  it  would  be  f aid  that  all  his  pow¬ 
er  was  not  able  to  fare  them.  He  that  made  the 
world,  is  furely  well  able  to  govern  it,  and  to  over¬ 
rule  whatever  comes  into  it  he  would  never  have 

fuffered 
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fuffered  fin,  the  only  enemy,  to  invade  it,  if  he  could 
not  have  quelled  it  at  plealure  ;  their  <c  Redeemer  is 
itrong  :  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name  ;  he  fhall 
thoroughly  plead  their  cau(e,’?  Jer.  1.  14.  He  muft 

^  reign  until  he  (hall  have  put  all  enemies  both  under 
his  own  feet  and  ours,”  1  Cor.  xv.  2. 

3*.  Underftanuing,  or  knowledge  :  this  cannot  be 
wanting  to  him,  who  is  the  wildom  of  the  Father  : 
the  Lord  hath  given  him  the  u  tongue  of  the  learned, 
that  he  might  /peak  words  in  feafon  to  him  that  is 
weary,  lla.  1.  4.  He  knows  his  work;  what  it  is  ; 
.how  to  effect  it  ;  and  who  they  be  that  are  concerned 
in  it.  1.  He  knows  what  his  work  is  ;  it  was,  in 
fhort,  to  feek  and  to  (ave  that  which  was  loft 
not  to  bring  them  into  a  falvable  condition  (as  fome 
lpeak),  but  to  fave  them,  and  that  from  their  fins, 
Matth.  1.  21.  Fie  came  to  open  the  blind  eyes  ; 
and  to  bore  the  deaf  ears  ;  to  reftore  the  withered 
limbs  ;  to  cleanfe  the  lepers  ;  to  heal  the  fick  ;  to 
raile  the  dead  ;  to  caft  out  devils  ;  to  preach  the 
golpel  ;  and  to  caufe  thofe  it  belongs  unto  to  hear 
and  receive  it  :  he  knows  they  are  dead,  and  he 
knows  as  well  that  he  is  to  quicken  them  ;  and 

thence  we  have  it  in  John,  v.  25.  the  “  dead  fhall 

hear  and  live  :  and  chap.  x.  16.  “  Other  flieep  I 
have  ;  them  alfo  muft  1  bring,  and  they  fhall  hear 

my  voice.  Fie  is  alio  to  keep  them,  and  to  look  to 

them,  fo  as  not  one  be  loft,  John,  xvii.  12.  22. 
chap.  vi.  39.  and,  finally,  to  raile  them  up  at  the  laft 
day,  and  to  take  them  to  heaven  with  him  :  all  which 
he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  ;  his  work  is  before 
him,  1  fa.  xl.  10.  2.  As  he  knows  hiS  work,  what 

it  is,  io  the  belt  leafon  and  method  for  its  perform¬ 
ance.  He  can  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  ;  when  things 
were  ripe  for  his  coming  :  He  came  then  when  there 
was  moll  need  of  him  ;  the  devil’s  kingdom  at  the 
highelt  ;  his  oracles  in  greateft  credit^;  the  world 
overwhelmed  by  the  Roman  power  ;  and  the  true  re¬ 
ligion  near  quite  depraved  among  the  Jews.  It  ar~ 

gues 
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gues  a  textrous  underftanding,  to  take  an .  enemy  in 
his  ruff',  at  his  higheft  pitch  of  ftrength  and  confidence, 
and  throw  him  on  his  back  ;  to  fuccour  a  diftrefled 
friend  or  ally,  when  brought  under  foot,  and  fet  him 
on  his  high  places.  This  the  fcripture  calls,  “  a 
(Lengthening  of  the  fpoiied  againft  the  ftrong,” 
Amos,  v.  9.  and  thus  cloth  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  partly,  therefore,  faid  to  be  of  quick  under¬ 
ftanding,  Ifa.  xi.  3.  In  all  his  undertakings  he  deals 
prudently,  chap.  lii.  13.  And  to  this  it  is  that  Han¬ 
nah  afcribed  fuccefs  :  ct  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  by  him  adions  are  weighed, 1  Sam.  ii.  3. 
He  knows  who  they  are  for  whom  he  is  to  do  it. 
The  fruits  of  his  death  are  not  as  things  to  be  given 
in  common  ;  they  fall  not  indifferently  upon  men,  as 
rain  upon  all  forts  of  ground  :  he  knows  whom  he 
came  to  redeem  ;  not  their  number  only,  but  their 
perfons  ;  they  were  all  written  in  his  book  :  and  fo 
well  is  he  verfed  in  it,  that  tc  he  calleth  them  all  by 
their  names,  John,  x.  3.  he  does  not  omit  any,  nor 
call  one  for  another  :  he  knows  whom  the  Father 
hath  chofen  and  given  to  him,  chap.  xvii.  2.  6.  he 
can  neither  forget  them,  nor  miftake  them  :  thev 
are  written  in  his  breaff,  and  on  the  palms  of  his 
hands,  Ifa.  xlix.  16. 

4.  To  a  great  undertaking  is  required  courage  or 
greatnefs  of  fpirit,  to  confront  oppofition,  and  cut 
through  difficulties  :  and  if  this  be  wanting,  all  other 
endowments  will  fignify  little  as  to  fuccefs.  And 
how  was  our  Lord  and  Redeemer  qualified  as  to  this ! 
When  he  was  entering  into  his  paflion  (againft  which 
he  prayed,  “  If  it  were  pofflble  that  cup  might  pafs 
from  him”),  he  then  needed  courage  in  the  abftrad, 
and  we  find  that  he  had  it  anfwerably.  In  the  50th 
of  Ifaiah,  the  prophet  brings  him  in  as  putting  on 
his  armour  of  proof;  “  Therefore  have  I  fet  my  face 
as  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  fhall  not  be  confounded,” 
Ifa.  I.  7.  In  the  greatnefs  of  this  his  ftrength  did  he 
travel  through  ail  th'ofe  contradictions  of  Tinners, 

temptations, 
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temptations,  reproaches,  blafphemics,  &c.  And  when 
hrs  hour  was  come,  he  did  not  recoil,  nor  hide  him- 
lell  from  them  ;  no,  nor  flay  till  they  came  where  he 
was,  but  goes  to  meet  them,  John,  xviii.  4.  And 
though  he  might  have  had  more  than  twelve  legions 
ot  angels  for  afking,  he  waves  their  afliftance,  and  His 
own  flngle  perfon  undertakes  both  this  world  and  the 
powers  of  darknefs,  yea,  and  the  wrath  of  his  Father 
too,  which  was  much  more  grievous,  and  of  far  greater 
terror  than  all  the  reft  :  and  in  all  this  he  was  alone, 
there  was  none  with  him  ;  and  that  an  angel  appeared 
to  him  from  heaven  ftrengthening  him,  Luke,  xxii. 
43.  it  was  rather  a  token  and  part  of  his  deep  hu¬ 
miliation  (that  the  mighty  God  fhould  feem  to  want, 
and  fo  admit  the  proffered  fervice  of  his  creature), 
than  a  leflening  of  his  fufferings.  Now  all  this  was 
for  the  procurement  of  Redemption  ;  and  can  he  then 
be  wanting  to  the  effe&ual  application  of  it  ?  he  can¬ 
not  fhrink  at  the  fight  of  ftraggling  parties,  that  hath 
won  the  pitched  battle,  and  remains  abfolute  matter 
of  the  field  ;  for  this  alfo,  we  have  a  fure  word  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  “  He  fhall  not  fail  nor  be  diicounged,  until 
lie  have  fet  judgment  in  the  earth,”  I  fa.  xlii.  4. 

5.  Faithfulnefs  j  this  alfo  is  a  grand  and  neceffary 
qualification  for  an  high  undertaking ;  and  for  this 
oar  Redeemer  is  alfo  fignally  eminent.  To  do  the 
Father’s  will,  was  that  lie  came  about  from  heaven  : 
and  this  was  his  will,  “  That  of  all  he  had  given  him 
he  fhould  loie  nothing  :  but  mould  raife  it  up  at  the 
laft  day,’’  John,  vi.  38,  39.  that  is,  that  he  fhould 
give  them  eternal  life,  chap.  xvii.  2.  And  we  find 
Into  pr6fdlirig,  that  he  had  done  it  accordingly,  verfe 
12.  and  that  he  will  do  it,  (vcr.  26.)  according  to  his 
promife  fo  often  repeated  in  the  39th,  40th,  44th,  45th 
verfts  of  the  6th  ol  John.  And  he  keeps  them  in  faith- 
fuinefs  to  h’s  trull,  namely,  “  That  the  Scripture 
might  be  fulfilled,  John,  xvii.  1 2.  Judas  was  let  go, 
to  tall  by  his  own  tranfgreflion  j  whom  doubtlefs  he 
could  and  would  have  kept  as  he  did  the  reft,  had  he 

been 


been,  as  they  were,  committed  to  his  charge  :  for  he 
gives  to  every  one  according  as  he  received  for  them, 
as  is  feen  by  comparing  Ffatlm  lsvii-i.  18.  with  Eph. 


iv.  S.  Id  the  one  place  it  is  faid,  he  received  gifts  for 
men  ;  arid  in  the  other  (which  is  a  quotation  of  the 
former)  he  gave  gifts  to  rrten  :  thofe,  therefore,  for 
whom  he  received  eternal  life,  cannot  fail  of  it,  unlefs 
he  fhould  fail  of  his  truft;  which,  Indeed,  he  cannot 
do;  for^  he  is  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  Heb.  iii.  5.  6, 
and  that  as  aSoh  ;  and  joint  intereft,  you  know,  is  a 
natural  and  prevalent  obligation  to  faithfulnefs.  If 
any  fhould  offer  to  difpoffefs  him,  he  would  anlwer  as 
Naboth  did  Ahab ;  “  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  part 
with  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers,”  1  Kings,  xxi.  3. 
And  this  faithfulnefs  further  appears,  in  that  he  makes 
it  a  maid  part  of  his  bufinefs,  now  in  heaven*  to  have 
this  Work  perfected  ;  cc  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
fceffion  for  them,* ”  Heb.  vii.  25^  There  is  great 
weight  put  upon  this,  in  Rom.  viii.  34.  <c  Who  is 
he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrifl  that  died  ;  yea, 
rather,  that  is  rifen  again — -who  alfo  maketh  inter- 
ceffion  for  us arid  the  fum  of  his  prayer  is,  thofe 
given  to  him  might  be  kept  from  evil  ;  that  they 
might  be  one  in  the  Father  and  himfelf ;  and  .  that 
they  may  be  where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory,”  John, 
xvii.  24;  2i.  15.  Now,  then,  if  the  falvation  of  thofe 
he  died  for  was  the  end  of  his  death  :  and  the  price 
that  he  paid  well  worthy  the  purchafe  :  if  it  be  the 
Father’s  will  that  they  fhould  be  laved  :  if  alfo  this 
falvation  be  the  thing  for  which  he  prays,  and  whatfo- 
cver  lie  afketh  of  God,  he  will  give  it,  John,  xi.  22, 
It  needs  mull  follow,  tc  that  the  intent  of  his  death 
cannot  be  fruftrate.” 

Yet  does  not  this  truth  go  unoppofed ;  not  for  any 
fault  of  its  own,  but  that  it  will  not  give  place  to 
another,  which  unduly  affeds  the  pre-eminence.  De¬ 
nied  in  terms  it  is  not ;  none  will  fay  diredly,  tha* 
Chrift’s  intent  in  dying  may  be  fruftrated  :  bur,  that 
intent  of  his  is  fo  narrowed  by  fome,  and  fo  clogged 
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with  conditions,  as  would  bring  it  to  nothino-  TbV- 
rife  whereof,  or  its  ufe,  I  underftand  not }  but  fuppofe 

Ural  neceffity  drove  to  it  (for  want  of  a  better)  to 

fhore  up  the  general  point.  1  thought,  at  firft,  of  no 
objection  here  :  but,  having  fince  found  this  in  the 
way,  I  would  put  in  the  facred  balance,  and  try  its 
weight.  The  fum  allcdged  is  this. 

GZy.  T.  hat  the  intent  of  Chrift’s  death  was  onlv  to 

nng  men  into  falvable  ftate  ;  with  iuch  means  and 

helps  as  will  bring  them  to  falvation,  if  they  will  ufe 

them  r  and  that  any  are  not  laved,  is  from  their  unbe¬ 
lief. 

Anjiv.  i.  That  unbelief  is  the  condemning  fin, 
needs  no  pi  oof:  but  men’s  not  believing  in  Chrift  is 
not  the  only,  or  firft  procuring  caufe  of  their  condem¬ 
nation  ;  but  their  apoftacy  and  rebellion  againft  God  : 
although  the  condemnation  of  thofe  who  believe  not, 
is  greatly  aggravated  by  rejecting  the  remedy  ;  as  one 
condemned  for  treafon,  relufing  his  pardon,  that  re- 
fufal  is,  indeed,  the  next  and  immediate  caufe  of  his 
execution,  and  perhaps  fhall  heighten  the  rigour  of  it, 
but  his  trcalonable  practice  was  the  firft  procuring 
caule  of  his  death  ;  which  alfo  he  fhould  have  fuffered 
tor,  if  no  fuch  pardon  had  been  offered.  There  will 
need  no  acculation  from  Chrift  to  juftify  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  finneis  :  Mofes,  whole  law  they  have  broke, 
ftiall  witnels  againft  the  Jews;  and  the  law  of  nature 
againft  the  Gentiles,  i  hat  faith  is  the  one  thing 
necdTary  on  our  part,  in  order  to  our  being  laved,  is 
a  foundation  trutn,  and  moft  necefiary  to  be  known  * 
and  as  tiue  it  is,  that  this  faith  adds  nothing  of  merit 
or  virtue  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  Where  men  are  faid 
to  be  juliified  or  laved  by  faith,  it  is  meant  of  the 
objeft  of  faith,  and  not  of  the  adt,  though  not  without 
it.  fior  as  bread  muft  be  eaten,  and  taken  in,  before 
it  can  nourilh  ;  fo  muft  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  be 
appiehended  by  faith,  before  we  can  be  juftified  by  it. 
But  as  the  adlion  of  eating  or  chewing  is  not  the 
matter  or  fubftance  of  our  nourifhment,  but  the  bread 
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w£  cat ;  fo  neither  is  our  a£t  of  believing,  but  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone;  apprehended  by  faiths 
the  matter  of  our  juftification.  But, 

2.  Why  fhould  Redemption  depend  on  a  fove- 
reign  power  to  bring  about  its  end  ?  Why  fhould  fo 
great  a  thing  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  human  arbitre- 
ment,  to  fucceed,  or  be  defeated  at  the  pleafure  of  a 
perverfe  will  ?  That  Chrift  fhould  die,  ought  rather 
to  have  been  conditional,  and  not  the  falvation  of 
thofe  he  fhould  die  for ;  and  fo,  in  prudence,  fhould 
have  been  deferred  until  the  end  of  the  world,  to  fee 
if  any  fruit  would  come  of  it  ;  and  if  not,  then  not  to 
die  at  all  :  for  why  fhould  he  die  in  vain  ?  But  that 
Chrift  fhould  die,  and  at  that  very  time  when  he  did; 
was  fore-determined  of  God,  and  confirmed  with  an 
oath  ;  whereby  it  was  made  neceffary,  and  impofiible 
to  be  reverted.  It  could  not;  then,  {land  with  the 
wifdom  or  truth  of  God,  that  the  end  of  his  death 
fhould  poffibly  mifearry,  or  be  fruftrable  ;  which  it 
muft  be  obnoxious  to  if  dependent  on  the  human  will ; 
a  thing  fo  fickle  and  uncertain,  that  it  knows  not  this 
moment  what  it  will  do,  or  pitch  Upon  the  next  ; 
befides  a  natural  antipathy  to  the  thing  itfelf :  but 
evident  it  is,  that  the  end  has  the  fame  infurance  as 
the  means,  namely,  decree,  promifes,  and  oath.  And 
now,  fhall  fo  great  folemnity,  and  expectation  upon 
it,  evaporate  into  contingency  ?  Chrift  was  promifed 
a  feed  to  ferve  him,  and  luch  a  fight  of  the  travail  of 
his  foul,  as  fhould  fatisfy  him  *.  That  he  fhould  divide 
the  fpoil  with  the  flrong,  Hit.  liii.  10,  u.  <£  That 
the  heathen  fhould  be  his  inheritance,”  Pfal.  ii.  8* 
“  That  kings  thould  fee  and  arile  j  princes  alfo 
fhould  worlhip,”  Pfal.  xhx.  7.  and  his  enemies  be¬ 
come  his  footftool,  c 5c.  Pfal.  cx.  i.  And  this,  as  a 
reward  of  his  fufferings  ;  and  he  fits  in  heaven,  ex- 
peeling  until  it  be  done,  Heb.  x.  1 3.  And  now,  fhall 
lapfed  creatures  ufurp  a  negative  vote  to  their  Sove¬ 
reign’s  will  ?  fhall  it  be  at  their  pleafure,  whether  he 
who  is  heir  of  all  things  fhall  poflefs  his  patrimony  ? 
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ihall  Jinful  dud:  fo  arrogate  to  itfelf,  as  to  fay,  My 
Creator’s  will  Ihall  be  done,  fo  mine  may  be  the  ftan- 
dard  ot  it  ?  Shall  thofe  ftatutes  of  heaven,  in  favour 
ot  the  conditional  doftrine,  run  thus  ?  The  ftrong 
man  armed  Ihall  be  fpoiled  and  cafl  out,  if  he  will  : 
1  he  heathen,  whofe  god  is  the  devil,  fhall  renounce 
him,  and  turn  tenants  to  Chrift,  if  he  will  confent  to 
it,  and  they  alfo  think  it  their  intereft  :  Kings  and 
princes  Ihall  arife  and  worfhip  him,  if  their  own  gran¬ 
deur  will  bear  it ;  and  enemies  become  his  footftool, 
*n  caC'  they  be  tree  to  fubmit  to  it,  &c.  Who  would 
not  tremble  to  hear  fuch  indignities  put  upon  Chrift  ? 

3.  There  was  no  reafon  why  Chrift,  the  Son  of 
God,  fhould  die  for  fo  fmall  a  purchafe,  as  to  make 
men  but  conditionally  falvable  :  that  the  greateft 
thing  in  the  world  Ihould  be  hung  on  fo  weak  a  pin 
as  would  not  bear  the  weight  of  an  apple.  I  call  it  3 
fmall  purchafe,  becaule  they  had  more  than  this  in 
Adam  :  they  had  then  a  pure  freedom  of  will,  with¬ 
out  bias  to  evil.  But  now,  fay  you,  they  are  helped 
by  motives  and  arguments  from  the  danger  they  are 
in,  and  the  benefits  attainable  by  changing  their  courfe 
but  what  are  thele  as  the  cafe  ftands  ?  What  motives 
will  move,  while  infenfible  of  that  danger,  and  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  benefits  propofed  ?  Such  motives  alfo  they 
had  before,  and  more  amply  than  now  ■,  inafmuch  as 
the  prefent  fenfe  of  a  happy  condition  was  more  at¬ 
tractive  and  prevalent  to  keep  it,  than  the  mere  pro¬ 
pofol  of  a  diftant  and  unknown  privilege  can  be  to 
attain  it  (forot  things  unknown,  men  are  not  defirous)  ; 
elpecially  when  things  that  are  more  fuitable  to  pref¬ 
ent  fenfe  arc  theirs  in  poflefiion  ;  and  to  leave  thefe- 
for  thofe  they  underftood  not,  is  contrary  to  their  rea¬ 
fon  :  they  fee  neither  danger  nor  privilege,  and  there¬ 
fore  defpile  both.  Or  if  they  have  fkin-deep  convic¬ 
tions  at  times,  the  prefent  content  they  dream  to  have 
in  their  luffs,  carries  them  head-long,  as  with  wind 
and  tide. 

,  4.  If 


t 


OF  REDEMPTION.  a!S 

4.  If  rational  motives  and  argumentations  were  of 
that  weight  and  efficacy  for  the  working  of  faith,  as 
fome  have  pretended  ;  then  thofe  of  the  larged  en¬ 
dowments  of  nature  fhould  be  the  moft  capable  fub- 
je&s,  and  moft  likely  to  be  wrought  upon.  But  do 
any  of  the  Pharifees  believe  on  him  ?  Do  not  the 
princes  of  worldly  wifdom  account  the  pieaching  of 
the  crofs  foolifbnefs  ?  Do  we  not  fee  me*  of  renown 
for  human  fapience,  highly  pretending  to  moral  fanc- 
tity,  and  higheft  flown  in  their  free-will  principles, 
neverthelefs  to  defpile  the  ways  of  holinels  ;  yea,  de- 
fpoiling  Chrift  himfelf  of  his  deity,  and  the  chnftian 
religion  of  its  chieteft  glory  ?  Nothing  more  plain 
to  common  obfervance  !  furely,  then,  it  could  not  be 
reafonable,  that  this  glorious  Redemption  fhould  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  a  perverfe  will  ;  fince  that  is  the 
thing  which  hath  letted,  and  will  let,  until  it  be  taken 
out  of  the  way.  Chnfl  was  but  once  delivered  to 
the  wills  of  men,  and  then  they  crucified  him,  Luke, 
xxiii.  24.  and  ever  fince  they  crucify  his  crols. 
“  Had  they  known  him,  they  would  not  have  crucifi¬ 
ed  the  Lord  of  glory,”  1  Cor.  ii.  8.  but  fo  it  is  in 
the  wifdom  of  God,  that  “  the  world  by  wifdom 
know  not  God,”  chap.  i.  21.  The  wifdom  of  men 
never  was  the  author  of  faith,  either  to  themfelves,  or 
others,  chap.  ii.  5.  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to 
the  Jewifh  legalifts  a  ftumbling-block,  chap.  i.  23. 
and  foolifhnefs  to  the  rational  philofopher,  and  thole 

at  Athens,  Adts,  xvii.  11. 

5.  Conditionality  will  not  confort  with  the  fcope 
of  thrift’s  Redemption,  nor  yet  with  the  nature  of 
the  bondage  it  refers  unto  :  it  is  fummarily  termed, 
the  bondage  of  Corruption  :  in  parcels,  it  bears  the 
name  of  blindnefs,  darknefs,  death,  hardnefs,  unbe¬ 
lief,  enmity,  &c.  And,  that  deliverance  from  thefe 
was  the  very  fcope  and  end  of  Redemption,  might  be 
made  out  particularly  ;  I  fhall  inftance  only  two  or 
three  generals  :  “  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God 
vyas  manitefted,  that  he  might  deftroy  the  works  of 

the 
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t' 'r  ,,T.  J°hn>  '''•  “  Our  old  man  was  crur 

ci ficd  with  Chrift,  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  de- 

ftroyed,  Ronyu  6.  “  God  lent  his  own  Son,  in 

n  flnmS»f  ,finfu  flefh’  and  for  fin>  condemned  fin 
in  the  flefh,  chap.  vm.  3.  Which  texts,  left  they 

nnght  feem  defeftive  for  want  of  univerfality,  that 

aho  is  (upplied,  in  Tit.  ii.  14.  “  Who  gave  himfelf 

£r  lis.’  d)at  *ie  m'g,ht  redeem  us  from  ali  iniquity,” 

u  1IC1l  V'  25’2^>  .  27-  Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  the 
pnurch,  that  he  might  fandify  and  cleanfe  it,  “  and 

pie  er:t  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having 
fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  Inch  thing.”  But  was  it  not 
a  thing  in  defign  only,  and  liable  to  fruftration  ?  No, 
it  was  determined  and  fixed  :  for,  “  he  final]  redeem 
llrael  from  all  his  iniquities,”  Pfal.  exxx.  8.  and  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son  “  cleanfeth  us  from  all 
fin,  1  John,  i.  7.  it  is  fpoken  of  in  the  prefent  tenfe, 
as  a  thing  ftill  and  always  in  doing.  And  this  all 
here  muft  be  taken  univerfally  ;  becauie,  if  not  faved 
from  all,  it  would  be,  in  the  end,  as  if  faved  from 
none  :  one  mite  left  on  the  fcore,  binds  over  to 
wrath  ;  efpecially  unbelief,  John,  iii.  18.  Why  then 
fliould  they  of  all  the  reft  be  exempted  or  difputed  ?’ 
is  it,  that  we  think  faith  fo  eaty  a  matter,  that-  we 
need  not  trouble  our  mafter  about  it  ?  Few  believ- 
eis  have  found  it  lo  :  or  do  we  think  ourlelves  better 
able  to  deal  with  our  own  hearts,  or  truer  to  our  in- 
tereft  than  he  ?  Is  it  our  hearts  deceitfulnefs  that 
makes  us  think  fo  :  or  fhall  we  impofe  upon  Chrift 
fome thing  of  ours  to  increafe  his  merits,  or  to  make 
them  efhdfual  ?  He  abhors  it  ;  for  “  if  ye  be  cir- 
cumcired,  Cl  rift  fhall  profit  you  nothing;**  Gal.  v.  2 . 
or  do  we  afpire  to  fit  on  his  right  hand  in  the  glory 
of  Redemption  :  I  know  not  what  it  is  ;  but  am 
fure,  that  fomething  not  right  lies  in  the  bottom, 
though  unfeen.  For  iincc  the  honour  of  Redemption 
lies  in  living  from  fin,  lie  that  laves  from  unbelief, 
which  is  the  capital,  fhares  deepeft  in  that  honour 
unbelief  ;s  the  lock  of  our  chain  and  bondage  ;  ami 
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till  that  be  unlhot,  there  is  no  getting  loofe.  Chrift’s 
Redemption  is  not  like  thofe  laws  of  men,  who  hold 
the  fmall,  but  let  the  great  ones  break  through  :  no. 
Redemption  aims  at  the  head,  and  it  was  lo  defigned 
from  the  firft,  Gen.  iii.  15.  But  how  are  men  laved 
from  unbelief  ?  is  it  their  own  aft,  or  another  s  ?  if 
their  own,  then  it  is  of  works  :  which  will  not  con¬ 
tort  with  grace,  Rom.  iv.  4*  «md  chap,  xi.  6.  if  anoth¬ 
er’s,  that  other  does  it  either  abfolutely,  or  condition¬ 
ally':  if  abfolutely,  the  objection  ceafes  :  if  condi¬ 
tionally,  what  was  the  condition  of  it  ?  It  could  be 
nothing  in  us  before  we  believed  ;  for  “  whatfoever 
is  not  of  faith,  is  fin,”  Rom.  xiv.  23.  It  muff  then 
be  for  another  caufe,  and  without  condition,  and  that 
can  be  only  Redemption  itfelf,  for  nothing  elle  can 
pretend  to  it  ;  and  the  pretenfions  of  that  are  good, 
for  Chrift  is  expreffly  faid  to  be  the  author  of  our 
faith,  Heb.  xii.  2.  and  the  evangelift  John  affirms  all 
grace  to  be  out  of  his  fulnefs,  John,  i.  16.  Paul  alio 
fhews,  that  Chrift  apprehends  us,  not  becaufe  we  do, 
but  that  we  might  apprehend  him,  Phil.  iii.  12. 
And  further,  the  Holy  Ghoft  (who  is  the  immediate 
operator  of  all  grace)  is  fhed  upon  us,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Saviour,”  Tit.  iii.  6.  That  faith  which 
is  not  from  Chrift  intire  y,  as  its  author  and  root,  will 
never  lead  the  foul  to  Chrift  as  its  objedt  and  centre. 
But  methinks  the  dodlrine  of  conditional  Redemp¬ 
tion  fhould  be  ever  filenced,  by  that  one  declaration 
of  our  Saviour  himfelf,  “  I  am  found  of  them  that 
fought  me  not,”  If  a.  lxv.  1 . 

Nov/  fhall  this  truth  be  yielded,  namely,  that 
Chrift’s  Redemption  made  an  end  of  fin  ?  or  fhall 
we  fay,  that  our  old  man  was  crucified  all  but  his 
vital  parts  ?  that  all  the  works  ot  the  devil  are  dc- 
ftroyed,  except  his  mafter-piece  ?  that  I l'rael  is  redeem¬ 
ed  from  all  his  iniquities,  fave  only  the  worft  and 
moft  condemning  ?  Does  the  feripture  fpeak  falla- 
cioufly  ?  or  does  vain  man  deal  deceitfully  in  his  cov¬ 
enant  ?  I  would  afk  (with  great  ferioufnefs,  for  the 
matter  requires  it),  what  good  fhall  Redemption  do 
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oZ/from if ^  °?  r°me  fitlS’  and  n0t  from  aI!  ? 
or  if  from  al  excepting  unbelief  ?  this  would  too 

mucu  referable  a  pardon  for  petty  trefpaffes  (petty  in 
comparifon),  while  the  guilt  of  our  treafon  lies  ftill 
upon  qs  :  to  purchafe  lalyation  upon  terms  of  be¬ 
lieving  without  purchafing  faith  alfo,  is  too  like  an 
undertaking  to  cure  a  man  of  his  phrenfy,  upon  con¬ 
dition  he  will  be  fober  :  what  will  they  do,  who  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  with  fuch  a  Redemption  as  this  ? 

LaJUy,  Confider  Redemption  in  its  type  :  the  peo- 

been  expiated  by 

the  facqfice,  without  fprinkling  the  blood  ;  and  it 
yvas  not  themfelves  that  fprinkled  it,  but  the  prieft  • 
and  can  we  then  think,  that  Chrift  fhed  his  blood  for 
thofe  on  whom  he  will  not  fprinkle  it  ?  that  he  will 
not  give  a  little  faith  to  thofe  he  died  for,  when-as 
without  that,  all  that  he  doth  befides  will  not  profit 
them  ?  hath  he  wrought  fo  great  a  delivercnce  for 
his  fervants,  and  now  (hall  they  die  for  third  ?  Judges 
xv.  1 8.  It  is  impoflible  that  his' love  fliould  be  fo 
cooled  (fince  his  going  to  heaven),  as  to  be  in¬ 
different  touching  the  travail  of  his  foul  :  fhall  he 
perilh  for  whom  Chrift  died,  for  want  of  a  good  word  ? 
eipecially  when  that  word  can  be  fpoken  effe&ually 
by  nobody  elfe  :  if  any  fay,  he  would,  but  they  wifi 
not  ;  1  anlwer,  this  will-not  is  their  unbelief,  and  the 
great  thing  they  are  to  be  fived  from  ;  he  that  is 
laved  from  that,  is  faved  every  whit :  and  this  Chrift 
is  to  do  by  making  them  willing  :  a  will  to  believe, 
is  believing  ;  and  in  the  day  of  h’s  power  they  find  it! 
■Ano  for  any  to  fay,  that  a  will  to  believe  is  not  pur- 
chafed  by  Chrift,  and  effedualiy  applied  by  him,  but 
depends  on  fomething  to  be  done  by  men,  is  a  great 
derogation  to  the  merit  of  his  lufferings  :  it  is,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  to  fteal  a  jewel  from  our  Sovereign’s  crown,  and 
to  wreath  it  on  a  fool’s  cap.  " 

INFER  BUCKS. 

Infer.  T.  The  impoftibility  of fruftrating  the  end  of 
Chrift  s  death,  is  a  manifeft  proof  and  argument  of 
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peculiar  Redemption.  For  if  the  falvation  of  thofe 
he  died  for,  was  the  end  of  his  dying,  and  the  intent 
of  his  death  cannot  be  fruflrate,  then  he  had  not 
in  his  eye  and  defign  the  falvation  of  thole  that  are 
Hot  faved. 

Infer.  II.  Take  heed  what  you  hear,  and  how. 
Beware  of  thole  dodiines  which  tend  to  enervate  the 
covenant  of  grace  ;  reducing  it  to  a  covenant  of 
works,  or  fomewhac  more  difficult  :  a  principal  one 
is,  that  which  makes  Redemption  conditional,  and 
dependent  upon  fomething  to  be  done  by  men,  which 
Chrift  is  not  the  doer  of  :  of  its  evil  conlequences  I 
fhall  mention  two. 

1.  It  bereaves  us  of  that  folid  ground  of  comfort 
(for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  (Length)  which  the 
abfolutenefe  of  Redemption  intends  and  offers  to  us, 
expofing  our  naked  fkin  to  every  blaft  of  temptation. 
Who  can  promife  the  {landing  of  that  fabric  which 
refts  on  a  doubtful  foundation  ?  To  build  bay  and 
Rubble  on  the  rock,  has  not  half  that  danger  in  it,  as 
gold  and  (fiver  on  the  fand.  The  one  lhall  be  faved, 
though  with  difficulty  j  the  other  lofes  both  his  work 
and  himfelf  :  for  let  Redemption  be  never  fo  firm 
and  (olid  in  itfelf,  if  yet  its  (landing  and  efficacy  de¬ 
pend  upon  that  which  is  fleeting  and  unfixed,  the 
ground  of  our  confidence  is  gone  :  it  is  like  thofe 
pumps  that  have  water  within,  but  yield  you  none, 
unlefs  you  firft  put  in  feme  of  your  own,  which  yet 
ye  have  not  ;  (like  Jacob’s  well,  but  nothing  to  draw 
with.)  But  for  men  to  annex  conditions,  is  to  offer  a 
bar  to  their  own  pardon  5  and,  inftead  of  amendment, 
to  add  a  deftrudive  prdvifo  to  the  bill  of  free  grace  : 
that  paradox  of  the  preacher  feems  pertinent  here  ; 
*  Be  n°t  righteous  over  much,  neither  make  thyfelf 
over  wife  why  (houldft  thou  deflrov  thyfelf  ?” 
pcclef.  vii.  16. 

2.  To  make  Redemption  dependent  on  our  faith, 
attributes  to  created  grace  and  honour  what  is  due 
only  to  Chrift,  which  redeemed  ones  (hould  be  \Terv 
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tender  of.  Was  he  alone  in  the  obtainment  of  Re¬ 
demption,  and  fhall  we  think  he  needs  a  coadjutor  in 
its  application  ?  Shall  we  impute  to  that  glorious  at- 
chievment,  a  need  of  our  help  to  make  it  luccefsful  ? 
No,  whatever  graces  ye  have,  you  muft  thank  Re¬ 
demption  for  them,  and  not  them  for  your  being  re¬ 
deemed.  The  whole  conftellation  fhines  by  a  bor¬ 
rowed  light  $  they  have  none  of  their  own,  but  what 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  communicates  to  them. 
Haft  thou  faith  ?  Have  it  to  thyfelf,  and  know  it 
for  thy  good  ;  take  it  as  an  effedt  and  evidence,  but 
not  as  the  caufe  of  your  intereft  in  Redemption, 
Each  grace  is  of  ufe  in  its  place,  and  beautiful  ;  as 
each  ftar  hath  an  orb  of  its  own  ;  and  to  move  it  out 
of  that,  is  to  break  the  harmony  of  its  lpheres  :  evea 
gofpel  graces  legalized,  lofe  their  excellency.  I  muft 
fay  to  faith  in  this  cafe,  Friend,  fit  down  lower  ;  this 
place  belongs  to  your  author  ;  you  are  Redemption’s 
creature  ;  from  that  you  had  your  birth  :  and  in  that 
you  live  and  move  :  ye  are  weleome  as  a  gueft,  yea, 
as  a  chief  ruler  of  the  feaft,  though  not  as  the  bride¬ 
groom’s  compeer.  But  true  faith,  and  unclouded,  is, 
more  ingenuous  than  to  incur  fuch  a  rebuke. 

Infer .  III.  If  all  merit  and  grace  be  virtually  in 
Redemption,  and  thence  dilpenled  by  the  hand  of 
our  Redeemer  himfelf  3  this  yields  both  a  friendly 
reproof,  and  direction  together  :  reproof  to  expedien¬ 
cy  any  where  elle  ;  and  diredtion  to  poor  thirfting  louls 
where  and  how  to  be  fatisfied.  Undone  you  are  in 
yourfelves,  that  ye  find  ;  and  would  gladly  put  this 
ruin  under  the  hand  of  Chrift,  I  fa.  iii.  6.  as  one  that 
is  able  to  repair  it.  Thus  far  ye  are  right  :  but  fome- 
thing  you  feek  in  yourlelf  that  may  ftrengthen  your 
hope,  and  induce  his  favour  to  you.  Away  with  fuch 
pretences,  and  flee  to  your  Redeemer  as  you  are  ;  for 
from  him  alone  is  that  fruit  to  be  found,  Hof.  xiv.  8. 
Be  as  fen  Able  of  your  deformity  and  unworthinefs  as 
you  can,  and  walk  hum  lily  under  the  fenfe  of  it  ;  but 
let  it  not  flue  ken  your  pace,  nor  abate  your  hopes.  If 
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Any  thing  may  render  you  worthy,  that  is,  a  fuitablc 
objeft  ot  mercy,  it  is  your  coming  boldly  to  the  throne 
of  grace  with  all  your  unworthinefs  about  you.  It  is 
a  difguftful  modefty  to  be  lhy  in  accepting  from  thofe 
above  us  :  it  looks  as  if  we  would  not  be  thought  to 
need  their  kindnefs  ;  or  elfe,  as  if  we  thought  they 
needed  our  requital  ;  or,  at  leaft,  as  if  we  were  unwil¬ 
ling  to  be  obliged  to  them  :  much  more  unbecoming 
it  is,  to  be  backward  in  accepting  the  offers  of  grace 
from  fo  great  a  perfon  as  our  Lord  and  Redeemer.  O, 
the  unnaturalnefs  of  our  natural  hearts,  even  to  our 
own  good  !  We  are  pitiful  objefts  of  charity  :  all 
fulnels  is  in  Chrift,  and  may  be  had  forgoing  for  ; 
and  yet,  as  if  he  wanted  clients,  he  is  fain  to  make 
proclamation  ;  “  Ho  !  every  one  that  thirtieth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters  ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  Ifa.  lv. 
i.  and,  if  any  man  thirfl,  let  him  come  to  me  and 
drink,  John,  vii.  37.  Great  things  are  proffered  -y 
and  what  is  the  price  ?  Nothing  ;  it  is  but  come  and 
take  :  and  yet  this  nothing  will  be  found  to  be  fome- 
thing  $  yea,  a  thing  both  of  the  greatefl  moment  and 
difficulty  :  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  matters  under  the 
iun  to  become  nothing  (nothing  in  ourfelves),  and  to 
fly  dire&ly  to  Chrift,  that  we  may  be  fomething  : 
but  go  to  him  even  for  this.  Had  the  prodigal  de- 
fered  his  return  till  he  had  better  cloatheson  his  back, 
and  a  vifage  more  like  the  fon  of  fuch  a  father,  rags 
muft  ftill  have  been  his  cloathing,  and  hulks  his  en¬ 
tertainment.  Do  but  confider  how  it  is  ;  Jefus 
Chrift  calls  you,  becaufe  you  are  blind,  to  come  to 
him  for  eye  falve  ;  and  you  will  not  go  until  you  can 
fee  better  :  you  are  naked,  and  he  calls  you  to  come 
and  receive  change  of  raiment  ;  and  you  will  not  go 
until  better  arrayed  :  he  offers  you  gold,  for  he  knows 
your  poverty,  and  you  will  not  take  it,  until  you  have 
fomething  of  your  own  to  give  for  it,  lie.  Look  over 
it  again,  and  fee  if  this  be  handfome  dealing  either 
with  yourfelf  or  him.  It  is  free  grace  in  Redemption 
that  i§  to  be  glorified  ;  but  fomething  of  your  own 
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would  leflen  your  need  of  Chrift,  and  lower  your  ef- 
teem  of  his  grace  ;  nay,  it  would  be  a  means  to  keep 
you  from  him,  as  farms  and  oxen  did  the  invited 
guefts  from  the  wedding  fupper.  Confider  further, 
no  man  was  ever  accepted  of  Chrift  for  what  he 
brought  to  him  :  they  are  beft  welcome  that  bring 
nothing,  and  yet  expeft  all  things.  What  did  you 
give  to  Chrift,  or  what  did  you  for  him,  or  even  can, 
that  might  move  him  to  die  for  you  ;  Yea,  to  be 
made  fin  and  a  curie  for  you  ?  Did  he  go  into  hell 
to  fetch  you  thence,  and  pawn  his  foul  (his  precious 
foul)  for  your  ranfom  ?  And  can  you  think  that  he 
will  flick  at  petty  matters  ?  Defervedly  may  you  and 
I  be  upbraided  with,  u  O  fools,  and  flow  of  heart  to 
believe  !”  He  knows  we  have  nothing,  and  would 
have  us  know  that  he  knows  it  ;  and  withal  that  he 
hath  all  things  for  us  :  and,  for  our  invincible  encou¬ 
ragement,  that  all  things  are  ours  in  a  way  of  right  ; 
his  purchafe  hath  made  them  fo  :  we  are  his  invited 
guefts,  and  lhall  not  need  to  bring  our  feat  or  provi- 
fion  with  us.  I  Avail  add  but  one  confideration  more  $ 
namely,  whether  your  keeping  off  from  Chrift,  until 
fit  for  his  prefence  (as  ye  term  it),  be  the  way  to  bet¬ 
ter  your  ftate  :  fearch,  and  fee,  if  fomething  like  pride 
be  not  at  the  bottom  :  fomething  you  would  have, 
ere  you  come,  that  might  render  you  acceptable ;  and 
that  you  can  have  only  from  him  ;  and  you  cannot 
have  it,  but  by  coming  without  it.  Redemption 
hath  in  it  infinite  treafures  of  what  we  want  ;  and  our 
Redeemer  is  infinitely  more  plcafed  to  give  them 
forth,  than  we  to  receive  them.  Think,  therefore, 
you  are  always  hearing  that  joyful  found,  “  Come 
•unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  reft,”  Matth.  xi.  28.  “  and  him  that 
cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out,”  John, 
vi.  37. 

Infer .  IV.  This  gives  to  believers  the  higbeft  en¬ 
couragement  in  their  fpirital  confluft.  “  for  if  our 
old  man  was  crucified  with  'Chrift,  that  the  body  of 
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fin  might  be  deftroycd,1’  and  the  intent  of  his  death 
cannot  be  fruftrate,  then  cc  fin  (hall  not  have  domin¬ 
ion  over  you,”  Rom.  vi.  6.  12.  22.  than  which  there 
is  nothing  more  fortifies  -  our  faith  in  fighting  againfl 
fin  ;  nothing  more  comforts  the  foul  “  concerning 
the  work  and  toil  of  his  hands,”  Gen.  v. . 2 9.  For* 
to  take  away  fin  being  the  end  of  Redemption  ;  to 
make  the  work  fure,  Chrift  himfelf  was  made  fin,  im- 
putatively,  not  inherently  :  all  the  fins  of  thofe  he 
oied  for,  met  on  him  ;  he  and  they  were  fo  incorpo¬ 
rated,  as  not  to  be  fcparated  by  death  ;  fin  could  not 
die,  unlefs  Chrift  died  ;  Chrift  could  not  die  without 
being  made  fin  ;  nor  could  he  die,  but  fin  muft  die 
with  him  :  whole  Chrift,  both  Head  and  members 
univerfally,  were  all  crucified  together,  and  they  all 
rofe  together  ;  all,  excepting  fin,  and  that  he  left  in 
his  grave  ;  and  let  us  remember  it  is  there.  So  that 
now,  we  have  nothing  to  do,  in  comparifon,  but  to 
take  the  prey  ;  for  the  enemy  is  beaten  to  our  hands ; 
Eleazar  flew,  and  the  people  returned  after  him  only 
to  fpoil,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  10.  and  fo  it  is  here  :  and 
herein  is  that  faying  verified,  “  one  foweth,  and  anoth¬ 
er  reapeth,”  John,  iv.  37.  Our  bufinefs  now  is  to 
difplay  our  general’s  trophies ;  to  tell  of  his  victories  , 
and  prepare  ourfelves  for  his  triumph,  that  we  may 
be  fuitable  attendants  on  him,  at  that  glorious  and 
longed-for  day. 

There  are  ftraggling  parties,  indeed,  who  watch 
for  our  halting  ;  and  feldom,  elfe,  can  they  have  ad¬ 
vantage  againft  us  :  but  their  heart  is  broke  ;  and  if 
followed  in  our  Captain’s  victorious  name,  they  will 
ftill  be  recoiling  ;  nothing  daunts  them  more  than  to 
fee  you  (land  to  it.  Your  adverfary  would  make 
you  a  bridge  of  gold,  or  any  thing,  even  to  the  half 
of  his  kingdom,  fo  you  would  found  a  retreat,  or 
fpeak  no  more  in  that  name,  “  gird  up,  therefore,  the 
loins  of  your  mind  let  an  holy  magnanimity  pof- 
fefs  you  ;  as  knowing  your  conflict  (hail  end  in  your 
being  crowned.  You  run  not  for  an  uncertainty, 
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therefore  fight  hot  as  they  that  beat  the  air  :  for  it  is 
neverthelefs  true,  that  your  enemy  is  ftubborn,  and 
your  conftant  purfuit  will  make  him  defperate  ;  fincc 
he  may  not  have  quarter,  he  will  do  all  he  can  not  to 
die  alone  ;  he  will  ftand  on  his  flumps  when  his  legs 
are  off,  or  lie  on  his  back  and  fight  :  for  his  malice  is 
implacable  :  he  will  never  give  over,  until  quite  out 
of  breath  :  which  yet  he  will  not  be  quite  without, 
while  we  have  any  ;  we  expire  together.  But  here 
lies  the  odds,  that  we,  dying  in  the  conflict,  fhall  rife 
again  with  marks  of  honour,  and  our  laurel  hold  greeri 
to  eternity,  yea,  we  fhall  fit  with  our  glorious  Captain 
in  his  triumphal  chariot.  Rev.  iii.  21.  But  our  ene¬ 
my  lies  in  eternal  filence,  and  his  name  forgot  ;  or 
remembered  only  to  greaten  our  exultation  and  glory  : 
only,  as  before,  be  fure  you  ftand  to  it  ;  fet  your  face 
as  a  flint,  as  your  Lord  and  Mafter  did  :  and  know, 
that  as  he  was  not  confounded,  lo  neither  fhall  you  ; 
all  that  he  had,  you  have  on  your  fide,  and  the  merit 
of  his  improvement  added  to  it  :  what  power  the 
Father  gave  to  him,  he  delegates  to  you  ;  even  a 
u  power  over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy  as  it  were 
an  antidote  or  fuperfedeas,  to  invalidate  all  that  comes 
againft  you.  Wherefore  then  fhould  you  doubt  ? 
though  they  come  about  you  like  bees,  “  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  you  fhall  deflroy  them,”  Pfal.  cxviii.  12. 
Remember  the  advantages  vou  have  ;  befides  the 
bruifing  of  your  enemy’s  head,  and  that  incurably',’ 
your  own  Head  is  in  heaven  ;  and  he  is  there  as  on  a 
mount,  to  behold  both  yours  and  your  enemy’s  pof- 
ture,  and  to  fend  it  relief;  which  “  he  never  fails  td 
do  at  a  dead  lift,”  I  (a.  xli.  17.  chap;  xxv.  4.  And 
“  he  makes  interccflion  tor  you,”  Heb.  vii.  25. 
While  you  are  fighting,  his  hands  are  up,  and  never 
weary,  and  therefore  you  may  be  confident  of  luccefs. 
Ic  was  by  virtue  ot  his  prayer  that  Peter’s  faith  did 
not  fail,  when  there  was  but  a  hair’s  breadth  between 
him  and  death :  the  devil  winnowed,  but  Chrift  flood 
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by,  and  <f  held  the  wind  in  his  fift,”  Prov.  xxx.  4. 
Jer.  xxxi.  1 1.  But, 

Lqfily ,  Suppofe  you  be  foiled  $  things  go  not  with 
you  as  they  were  wont,  as  you  expected  ;  and  that 
carts  you  back  in  your  faith  ;  makes  you  cry  out* 
u  If  it  be  fo,  why  am  I  thus  ?  Gen.  xxv*  22.  Here 
the  Lord  fays  to  you  (as  once  to  his  fervant  Jofhua), 
c<  Get  thee  up  ;  wherefore  lieft  thou  thus  difcouraged 
upon  thy  face,’’  Jolh.  vii.  10.  There  is  lomcthing 
to  be  done  :  find  out  the  troubler  of  thy  peace,  ancl 
give  it  no  quarter  ;  and  if  it  be  too  hard  for  thee,  as 
certainly  it  will,  call  in  the  mercy  promifed  in  PfaL 
xii.  “  For  the  opprefiion  of  the  poor,  for  the  fighing 
of  the  needy,  now  will  1  arife,  faith  the  Lord,  and  fet 
him  in  fiifety  from  him  that  puffeth  at  him,”  (verle  5.) 
And  then  go  on  with  your  work  :  let  nothing  flop 
you  of  your  boafting  in  this  region,  this  upper  region 
of  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  :  in  that  let  your 
ftrength  be  renewed,  the  journey  elfe  will  be  too  great 
for  you,  1  Kings,  xix.  7,  8.  and  in  that  rtrength  foar 
aloft  ;  take  the  wings  of  that  eagle,  and  mount  tow¬ 
ards  heaven,  above  all  the  fmoak  and  duft,  both  of 
felf-ability  and  felf-weaknefs.  Make  your  boaft  of 
God  all  the  day  long  :  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nefs  and  ftrength  :  Of  myfelt  I  can  do  nothing  ;  but 
through  Chrift  (the  ftrength  I  have  from  his  Re¬ 
demption)  nothing  fhall  be  too  hard  for  me.  “  O 
death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  hell,  where  is  thy  victo¬ 
ry  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin*  and  the  ftrength  of  fin 
is  the  law  :  but  thanks  be  unto  God,  who  giveth  us 
thevidory,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Amen.” 

1  Cor.  xv.  55,  56,  57. 
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X  H  E  dodrine  of  Calling  (which  I  term  Ef¬ 
fectual,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  that  which  is  outward 
Only,  and  prevails  not)  refpeds  the  means  whereby, 
and  the  manner  how,  God's  eled  are  actually  prepar¬ 
ed  for  that  falvation  he  hath  chofen  them  to  :  it  is 
God's  revealing  his  Son  in  them  ;  and  he  doth  it  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  whole  office  it  is  to  fandify  whom  the 
Father  hath  elected,  and  Chrift  redeemed,  i  Pet.  i. 
2.  Jude,  verfe  1.  Thele  three  acts  ot  grace  are  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  three  perfons  of  the  facred  Trinity  ref- 
pedively,  and  are  all  predicated  of  the  fame  fubjeds ; 
and  that  as  a  party  feled,  and  diltinguifhed  from  oth¬ 
ers  :  they  are  “  chofen  out  of  the  world,”  John,  xv. 
19.  “  redeemed  from  among  men"  Rev.  xiv.  4.  and 
taken  “  from  among  the  Gentiles,”  Ads,  xv.  14. 

Next  to  the  glory  of  his  grace,  and  the  honour  of 
his  Son,  the  Lord  hath  placed  the  blelfednefs  of  his 
Chofen  as  the  principal  fcope  and  end  of  all  he  hath 
done  in  the  world,  or  will  do.  It  could  not,  there¬ 
fore,  ftand  with  his  holy  wifdorn,  to  leave  thofe  he 
was  pleafed  to  choofe  unto  falvation,  to  the  condud 
of  their  own  underflanding  and  will,  with  iuch  means 
and  helps  as  they  have  in  common  with  other  men* 
and  thereon  to  lufpend  the  whole  ot  his  great  defign  * 
for  by  luch  a  courfe  it  would  riot  only  be.  liable  to 
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Fruftration*  but  be  certainly  defeated.  For  preven¬ 
tion  whereof,  and  that  the  purpofe  of  his  grace  might 
ftancl  he  hath  made  it  of  the  fubltance  of  predeftina- 
tion,  to  prepare  and  apply  the  means,  as  well  as  to  ap¬ 
point  the  end  ;  which  in  facr«d  language  is  termed  a 
“  giving  of  all  things  pertaining  to  life  and  godli- 
nels,”  a  Pet.  i.  3. 

The  fum  of  what  I  intend  on  the  prefent  fubjeft  is 
comprifed  in  the  following  proportion,  namely. 

Prop.  That  whatever  things  are  requifite  to  halva- 
tion,  are  given  of  God  freely  to  all  the  eledt  ; 
and  wrought  in  them  effectually,  by  the  divine 
power,  in  order  to  that  falvation  to  which  he 
hath  appointed  them. 

By  falvation  here,  I  underftand  the  faints  perfect 
fettlement  in  bleffednels  and  glory  :  and,  by  things 
requifite  thereto,  all  thofe  gifts,  graces,  and  opera¬ 
tions,  that  are  any  way  neceffary  to  their  adtual  ob- 
tainment  of  that  ftate.  The  divine  power,  is  that 
ability  of  working  which  God  hath  referved  to  him- 
felf  ;  and  is  not  moved  or  governed  by  the  creature’s 
act,  but  by  the  good  pleafure  of  his  own  will. 

That  divers  things  are  requifite  to  falvation,  needs 
no  proof  :  my  bufinefs  therefore  is  to  lhew, 

I.  What  thefe  requifites  to  falvation  are. 

II.  What  root  it  is  they  proceed  from. 

III.  Whom  they  do  belong  unto,  and  by  what  right, 

I V.  The  way  and  manner  of  God’s  ditpenfing  them. 

T.  What  thefe  requifites  to  falvation  are. 

They  are  of  three  forts  5  fome  to  be  done'  for  us  ; 
lome  upon  us,  or  in  us  ;  and  others  by  us ;  yet  fo  as 
not  without  the  ipecial  aid  and  affidance  of  the  fil'd 
agent,  that  good  Spirit  who  began  the  work,  and 
worketh  all  in  all.  The  great  thing  to  be  done  for 
us  (next  a -ter  election),  is  redemption  from  lin  :  this 
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was  a  work  of  infinite  moment,  and  as  far  above  the 
undertaking  of  creatures  :  for,  i.  The  juftice  of 
God,  that  mud  be  fatisfied,  by  a  bearing  the  curfe 
due  to  tranfgreflors  :  by  this  we  are  faved  from  wrath  ; 
and  without  this,  divine  juftice  will  not  open  the 
houfe  of  his  prifoners.  2.  All  righteoufnefs  muft  be 
fulfilled  by  an  ablolute  perfed  fubjedion  to  the  law  : 
by  this*  we  are  interefted  in  eternal  life  ;  and  without 
th  is,  there  is  no  entering  into  reft.  3.  The  devil, 
who  had  the  power  of  death,  muft  be  deftroyed,  and 
his  works  of  darknefs  (by  which  he  leads  captive  at 
his  will)  diffolved  ;  that  life  and  immortality  might 
be  brought  to  light,  and  the  prey  delivered.  None 
of  wlfich  works  could  ever  have  been  effeded,  but  by 
one  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  parties  peccant  or 
aggreffing,  and  yet  equal  in  power  and  dignity  with 
the  majefty  offended  ;  for  which  caufe  and  end, 
“  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  and 
made  under  the  law,”  feV.  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  that  what 
the  law  could  not  do,  becaufe  of  its  weaknefs  through 
the  fkfh,  the  Soil  of  God,  in  the  likenefs  of  {inful 
flefh,  might  perform  ;  and  fo  condemn  fin  in  that 
flefh  which  gave  it  entrance,  Rom.  viii.  3.  This 
was  the  proper  fubjed  of  the  former  head,  namely. 
Redemption  :  the  end  of  which  (partly)  was,  to 
bring  in  the  next  fort  of  things  requifite  to  falvation, 
that  is,  fuch  as  are  to  be  done  upon  and  in  the  eled, 
namely,  their  reconcilement  to  God,  and  receiving 
the  adoption  of  fons.  This  is  the  adtual  performance 
of  what  was  intentionally  in  election,  a*id  virtually  in 
the  death  of  Chrift,  as  the  necelTary  way  and  means 
to  their  ultimate  end.  The  fum  of  thele  requifites 
confift  in  faith  and  fandtification,  2  Theff.  ii.  13.  the 
one  imports  our  right,  the  other  our  capacity  ;  faith 
ir.titles,  and  holinefs  meetens  :  both  which,  though 
expreffed  as  two,  go  always  together,  as  if  but  one  ; 
and  are  as  infeparable  as  light  from  the  fun  :  and, 
without  thefe,  our  little  world  would  ftill  be  in  dark- 
nete,  notwithftanding  all  the  light  that  fhines  about 
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us  or  within  us  :  neither  knowing  our  danger,  nor 
how  to  efcape  it. 

i.  haith.  1  his,  in  general,  is  that  fpiritual  light  in 
which  we  fee  ourfelves  by  nature  children  of  wrath, 
and  wholly  unable  to  change  our  ftate,  and  withal,  do 
apprehend  “  God  juRiiying  freely  by  his  grace,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,”  Rorn.  iii.  24. 
and  to  that  end,  do  roll  ourfelves  upon  him,  and  give 
Up  ourfelves  to  his  laws  and  government.  It  is  of  the 
elfence  of  faith,  to  empty  the  foul  of  (elf-ability. 
And,  1.  Of  its  own  underftanding  :  It  is  a  beam  of 
divine  light,  which  ^evidenceth  all  a  man’s  natural 
knowledge  to  be  ignorance  and  darknefs,  as  to  fpiritu¬ 
al  things  :  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  it,  as  of  a  faculty  new¬ 
ly  given,  1  John,  v.  20.  and  the  nature  of  its  new 
objeds  requires  it  ;  for  the  natural  man  cannot  dif- 
cern  the  thmgs  of  God,  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  They  that 
have  the  bcft  eyes  now,  were  fometimes  darknefs. 
Faith  empties  the  foul  cf  its  own  righteoufnefs  ;  1. 
By  difcovering  the  uncleannefs  of  it,  Ifa.  lxiv.  6.  2. 
By  fhewing  the  neceffity  of  a  better,  Rom.  iii.  20. 
3.  In  whom  this  better  righteouinefs  is  to  be  found, 
chap.  x.  4.  4.  That  it  may  be  attained  and  had, 
chap.  iii.  21.  3.  That  being  attained,  the  foul  is 

fafe,  and  may  triumph  over  all,  chap.  viii.  34.  and 
chap.  vii.  25.  6.  That  this  better  righteoufnels  and 

its  own  cannot  (land  together.  Gal.  v.  2.  Rom.  x.  3. 
And  then,  3.  The  next  work  of  faith  is,  to  empty 
the  foul  of  its  own  ftrength  ;  that  is,  of  all  confidence 
in  himlelf,  as  to  the  obtainment  of  that  better  righte¬ 
oufnefs.  lie  makes  it,  indeed,  his  bufinefs  to  be 
(hut  of  his  own,  and  molt  gladly  world  be  invefted 
with  the  righteouinefs  of  God  ;  but  finds  it  a  matter  of 
tranlcendcnt  difficulty  :  now  he  is  convinced  it  is  no 
eaty  matter  to  be  laved  ;  fince  to  believe,  and  to  keep 
the  whole  law,  are  things  of  an  equal  facility  ;  that  is 
they  arc  both  alike  impoffibfe  to  him  ;  but  nothing, 
he  knows,  is  too  hard  for  God,  and  therefore  takes 
hold  of  his  ftrength,  Ila.  xxvii.  5.  To  work  this 
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faith  in  him  ;  and  fo,  by  a  faith  unfeen,  believes  to  a 
faith  that  is  vifible,  Rom.  i.  17.  it  is  faith  that  is  at 
work  all  this  while,  though  the  foul  knows  it  not  till 
afterwards. 

2.  The  other  grand  requifite  to  falvation,  is  fano 
tification,  or  perlonal  inherent  holinefs.  Juflification 
is  by  a  righteoufnefs  imputed  ;  fan&ification,  infuled  ; 
the  former  is  firft  in  order  of  nature  ;  they  commence 
together  in  point  of  time,  even  as  light  in  the  air  at 
the  fun’s  approach  ;  or  as  the  reverling  an  outlawry 
inflantiy  re-inftates  the  party  in  his  former  privileges ; 
or  as  the  cancelling  a  bill  of  attainder  re  (lores  the 
blood.  Sandlification  is  the  divine  nature  communi¬ 
cated  ;  by  which  the  whole  man  is  expelled,  with  his 
deeds,  or  rather  fubdued  and  brought  under  ;  for 
they  are  not  totally  nulled  in  this  life  ;  only  proud 
flefh  is  put  down  from  its  feat  (and  that  is  a  great 
matter),  its  dominion  is  taken  away,  and  the  feed  of 
God  enthroned  in  its  (lead  :  and  fo  we  are  faid  to  be 
tranflated  out  of  Satan’s  kingdom,  or  government, 
into  Chrifl’s,  Col.  i.  13.  It  is  fometimes  called  Re¬ 
generation,  or  a  being  born  again,  John,  i:i.  3.  the 
feparating  a  man  from  his  wild  flock,  and  grafting 
him  in  the  true,  Rom.  xi.  17.  the  forming  of  Chriit 
in  us,  and  the  law  written  in  the  heart.  Heb.  viii.  10. 
that  is,  difpofitions  according  to  God,  or  an  heart  af¬ 
ter  his  own.  It  is  alfo  termed,  the  palling  away  01 
old  things,  and  a  becoming  new  of  all,  2  Cor.  v.  i  7. 

there  is  a  change  of  principles,  fcope,  and  end  of  a 

man  s  life.  Not  that  the  old  faculties  are  blotted  out 
01  deflrojed,  but  reduced  or  renewed,  according  to  the 
“  image  of  him  that  createth  it,”  Col.  iii.  io.°Rom. 
vin.  29.  As  the  body,  when  it  is  regenerated  (or 
raifed  again),  fhall  be  the  fame  that  was  fown  ^  but 
fo  changed,  and  dignified  in  its  qualities,  as  if  it  were 
another  :  fo,  in  the  foul’s  regeneration,  the  fame  un- 
derflanding,  will,  and  affections  do  remain  ;  but  quite 
ptherwife  difpofed  and  qualified,  according  to  the  new 
©bjefts  they  are  to  conyerfe  with.  And  this  is  fo 

main 
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main  a  requifite  to  falvation,  that  we  are  not  capable 
of  heaven  without  it  :  even  the  local  heaven  would 
not  be  a  place  of  happinefs  to  a  foul  unfan&ified  : 
no  communion  there  without  concord  :  and  that 
is  the  realon  why  ipiritual  notions  are  fo  difguftful  to 
carnal  men  ;  and  it  they  cannot  endure  the  fhadow, 
how  ihould  they  bear  the  fubftance  and  thing  ittelf  ? 
in  this  work  the  lcul  is  paffive  :  but  being  thus  quick¬ 
ened  by  the  Spirit  of  life  from  God,  and  fet  upon 
their  feet,  they  are  capacitated  for  adlion  3  and  now 
(fay  they,  as  Daniel,  now)  <c  let  my  Lord  fpeak,  for 
thou  haft  {Lengthened  me,”  Dan.  x.  1 9.  And  thence¬ 
forth  their  work  and  bufinefs  isj  “  to  walk  worthv  of 
the  Lord  3”  to  glorify  that  grace  which  hath  faved 
them  3  to  walk  before  God  in  the  daily  exercile  of 
thofe  graces  he  hath  given  them  3  and  to  prefs  after 
perfection,  that  is,  a  ripenefs  in  grace,  or  meetnefs  for 
that  ftate  of  glory  which  all  thefe  are  preparatory  to  ; 
to  fhew  forth  his  prailes  3  the  virtues  of  him  that 
hath  called  them  3  making  his  law  their  rule,  and  his 
glory  their  end  above  all  ;  and  all  in  a  way  of  dutiful 
gratitude  :  for  though  ye  may,  and  ought  to  have 
refpcCl  to  your  own  lalvation,  peace  and  comfort  3  yet 
fo,  as  to  fubftitute  all  to  the  glory  of  the  grace  of 
God  :  and  take  this  by  the  way,  to  encourage  you  in 
your  duty,  that  the  glory  of  God,  and  his  people’s 
bleflednels  are  fo  enterwoven,  as  never  to  be  divided  : 

0  ,  « 

while  ye  keep  that  moft  direCUy  in  your  eye  anr4  [cope, 
your  own  concerns  are  moft  currently  going  on  3  they 
fall  in  together,  and  keep  in  the  fame  channel. 

II.  Whence  thefe  requires  to  falvation  do  proceeck 

That  men  might  know  themfelves  to  be  creatures, 
it  was  needful  to  know  the  world  had  a  beginning,  by 
whom,  and  how  :  and  no  lefs  needful  to  know  the 
original  of  the  world  renewed.  1  he  not  minding  of 
which,  may  have  been  the  occafion  of  men’s  aicrib- 
ing  the  new  creation  to  the  concourfe  of  free-wiM. 

atoms  : 
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atoms  :  which  feems  at  leaf!:,  as  irrational  as  the 
contingent  coming  together  of  the  vifible  frame. 

Our  prefent  inquiry  therefore  is,  touching  the  au¬ 
thor  of  faith  and  holinefs  :  what  root  they  fpring 
from  ;  who,  or  what  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  regene¬ 
ration  ;  what  power  it  is  by  which  the  new  creature 
is  formed,  and  brought  forth.  Our  affertion  is,  that 
the  new  creature  is  God's  workmanfhip,  entirely  and 
alone.  This  the  Scriptures  feems  evident  for,  and  de¬ 
livers  in  pofitive  terms  in  James,  i.  17.  “  Every  good 
gift,  and  every  perfect  gift,  is  from  above,  and  cometh 
down  from  the  Father  of  lights  which  is  fo  full 
an  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  as  one  would  think  admits 
of  no  reply.  But  being  a  truth  unacceptable  to  na¬ 
ture,  and  fuch  ftriving  among  men  to  intitle  the  hu¬ 
man  power  and  will  to  the  fatherhood  of  this  new 
creation,  it  mufl  be  argued  :  and  our  argument  for 
it  is  this  ;  that  the  new  creature  mufl  be  wrought, 
either  by  a  divine  power,  or  by  a  natural  power,  or  by 
a  concurrence  of  both  together.  But, 

Fir/?,  It  cannot  be  wrought  by  a  natural  power, 
and  that  for  fuch  reafons  as  thefe  : 

Arg.  I.  Becaufe  it  is  a  creature  ;  and,  of  all  crea¬ 
tures,  the  noblefl  and  mod  excellent.  All  the  vir- 
tuoli  in  the  world  are  not  able  to  make  an  atom  : 
they  may  refine  and  fublimate  things  that  are,  but 
cannot  give  being  to  the  lea  ft  thing  that  is  not.  How 
then  mould  the  natural  man  give  being  to  the  new 
creation  ?  To  luppole  luch  a  thing  would  be  a  de¬ 
grading  to  the  divine  nature  ;  a  letting  the  image  of 
the  heavenly  below  that  of  the  earthly  :  for  he  that 
builds,  is  worthy  of  more  honour  than  the  thing  that 
is  built  by  him,  Heb.  iii.  3. 

Arg.  II.  Nothing  can  afford  what  it  hath  not  in 
itfelf.  Now,  every  foul,  in  nature,  is  darknefs,  and 
poffeffed  with  an  habitual  averfion  from  God  :  but 
light  is  not  brought  out  of  darknefs,  nor  friendfhip 
out  of  enmity  :  no  man  will  expect  grapes  from 
thorns  ;  the  product  will  be  according  to  that  of 

which 
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which  it  is  produced  ;  every  feed  will  have  its  own 
L,(J(b;>  1  ^or.  xv-  38.  an  evil  tree  cannot  bring  forth 
£ocxi  Matth.  vii.  18.  that  which  is  born  of  the 
lielh  is  fie  Ill ,  John,  iii.  6.  and  will  never  be  better  ; 
therefore  the  new  creature,  being  a  divine  thing,  can* 
not  be  educed  of  natural  principles. 

Arg.  III.  The  natural  man  is  not  only  void  of  all 
virtue  and  property  that  tends  to  regeneration  ;  but 
is  oppofite  thereto.  To  be  grafted  into  the  true  ol¬ 
ive-tree,  is  contrary  to  nature,  Rom.  xi.  24.  “  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God,5*  Rom.  viii.  y. 
and  enmity  being  a  principle  uncapable  of  reconcile- 
rp  :nty  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  it  will  help  Jo  deftroy  it- 
Ul  :  “  they  wilj  not  fo  much  as  feek  after  God,  nor 
take  him  into  their  *  thoughts,”*  Pfal.  x.  4.  Satap 
they  fohow  with  natural  motion,  John,  viii.  44.  but 
as  for  the  word  cf  the  Lord,  they  profefs  ftoutly,  they 
Cf  wiil  not  hearken  unto  it/’  Jer.1  xlix.  6.  they  have 
loved  grangers,  and  ^fter  them  they  will  go/’  chap, 
ii.  25.  So  defperately  wicked  are  the  hearts  of  men2 
chap.  xvii.  9.  they  are  even  made  up  of  flefhly  lulls, 
which  war  againft  the  foul,  and  wfiatfoever  hath  ref- 
pedt  to  its  happy  reftorement.  And  this  enmity  is 
maintained  and  animated,  (1.)  By  the  darknefs  that 
is  in  them  ;  which  all  men,  in  nature  are  filled  with 
or  with  falle  lights,  which  are  equally  pernicious  and 
obftrudtive  to  this  work  :  by  reafon  whereof,  the 
molt  glorious  objedts,  though  juft  before  them,  are 
hid  from  their  eyes  ;  they  do  not,  nor  they  cannot 
difcern  the  things  which  are  of  God,  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
they  have  falfe  conceptions  of  every  thing  ;  call  good 
evil,  and  evil  good  ;  put  light  for  darknels,  and  dark¬ 
nefs  for  light  ;  and  the  molt  excellent  things  are  com¬ 
monly  turtheft  off  their  approbation.  It  is  a  known 
experiment,  that  the  more  fpiritual  any  truth  is,  the 
more  will  carnal  reafon  objedl  againft  it  :  “  how  can 
thefe  things  be  ?”  John,  iii.  9.  and  “  how  can,  this 
man  give  us  his  fldh  to  eat  ?”  chap.  vi.  32.  By  all 
the  underftandiug  that  men  have  before  converfiom 
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they  are  but  more  ftrongly  prejudiced  again  ft  the 
truth.  Ads,  xvii.  18.  1  Cor.  i.  19.  2 3.  (2.)  This 

enmity  is  further  confirmed  and  fixed  by  the  natural- 
ity  of  it.  If  it  were  an  adventitious  quality,  it  might 
poffibly  be  feparated  ;  but  now  it  cannot  by  any  hu¬ 
man  power.  And  that  it  is  natural,  appears,  in  that 
the  univerfality  of  mankind  is  infeded  with  it  :  it  is 
not  here  and  there  one,  but  all  and  every  one,  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  are  all  under  fin  ;  “  none  that  under- 
ftandeth  ;  none  that  feeketh  after  God  ;  none  that 
doth  good,  no,  not  one,”  Rom.  iii.  9 — 18.  all  flefh 
had  corrupted  his  ways,”  Gen.  vi.  12.  every  abom¬ 
ination  of  their  heart  is  only  evil,  and  that  continual¬ 
ly,”  chap,  viih  2T*  every  man  is  brutifh  and  alto¬ 
gether  filthy,”  Jer.  x.  14.  “  and  this  is  their  root  ; 
conceived  in  fin,”  Pfal.  li.  5.  “  they  go  aftray  from 
the  womb,”  P/al.  Iviii.  3.  It  alfo  grows  up  with 
them  ;  and  the  longer  it  lives,  the  worie  it  is,  and  the 
more  impregnable,  Jer.  xiii.  23.  “it  is  not  fubjed  to 
the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be,”  Rom.  viii. 
7.  And  though,  at  times,  they  look  another  way 
(like  bullets  of  ftone  or  lead,  which,  aded  by  a  for¬ 
eign  power,  are  mounted  into  the  air),  their  upward 
motion  quickly  ceafeth,  becaufe  it  was  not  natural  ; 
they  come  again  to  their  centre  of  their  own  accord, 
and  there  they  live  and  die  :  as  was  verified  in  Saul, 
Ahab,  Agrippa,  and  others. 

Arg.  IV.  The  new  creature  cannot  be  the  produd 
of  natural  power,  becaufe  every  thing  is  received  and 
improved  according  to  the  nature  of  that  which  re¬ 
ceives  it.  Plants,  and  other  creatures,  turn  all  their 
nourifhment  into  their  own  fpecies  and  property.  A 
vine  and  a  thiftle,  both  planted  in  one  foil,  have  the 
lame  (un,  dew,  air,  and  other  influences  common  to 
both,  yet  each  one  coverts  the  whole  of  that  it  re¬ 
ceives  into  its  own  fubftance  aad  kind.  You  may 
plant  and  prune,  dig  and  dung  an  evil  tree,  beftow 
what  pains  you  will  upon  it,  it  does  all  but  enable 
flie  more  pregnant  produdion  of  evil  fruit  :  juft  fo 
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doth  the  natural  man,  even  turn  the  grace  of  Sod  in¬ 
to  lafcivioufnefis,  Jude,  vcr.  4.  as  to  the  pure  all 
things  are  pure  ;  to  to  the  impure  all  things  are  defil¬ 
ed,  Tit.  i.  15.  “  David,  by  his  afflictions,  learned  to 
keep  God’s  laws,  Plal.  cxix.  6,  7.  but  Ahaz  trefpaf- 
fed  yet  more,  2  Chron.  xxviii.  22.  Good  Jofiah’s 
heart  melts  at  reading  the  law,  he  humbles  himfelf, 
and  falls  to  reforming,  chap,  xxxiv.  27.  31.  but  wick¬ 
ed  Johoiakim,  he  cuts  the  roll  in  pieces,  and  burns  it, 
Jer.  xxxvi.  23.  thus  fin,  that  is,  corrupt  nature, 
works  death  by  that  which  is  good,  Rom.  vii.  8. 
10. 

Secondly,  That  the  new  creature  is  not  wrought  by 
the  concurrence  of  divine  and  natural  power  together, 
the  following  argurnets  fhew. 

Arg.  I.  The  Holy  Ghoft  needs  no  affiftance  in  his 
work  :  who  and  where  is  he  that  flood  up  for  his  help 
when  he  moved  on  the  waters,  and  brought  forth 
this  world  into  form  ?  Gen.  1.  2.  Job.  xxxviii.  4. 
when  he  weighed  the  mountains  in  tcales,  and  the 
hills  in  a  balance  ?  Ifa.  xl.  12.  14.  He  that  made  all 
things  of  nothing,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  need  the  aid 
of  any.  As  man  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  concep¬ 
tion  of  Chrift’s  human  nature,  but  the  power  of  the 
Moft  High  w;as  alone  in  that  work  ;  fo  alfo  it  is  in 
forming  Chrift  within  us.  Why  fhould  he  call  in  the 
aid  of  another,  unlels  deficient  in  himfelf  ?  and  he 
muff  be  greatly  put  to  it,  that  takes  in  the  help  of  an 
enemy. 

Jlrg.  II.  If  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  need  of  help,  the 
flefh  affords  not  the  leak,  nor  can.  For,  (1.)  The 
natural  man  is  without  {lrength,’>  Rom.  v.  6. 
The  bed  natured  man  in  the  world  (until  regenerate) 
is  but  flefh  ;  and  all  flefh  is  grafs,  and  the  glory  of 
it  as  the  flower  of  grafs,”  1  Pet.  k  24.  which  fades  in 
a  moment  ;  it  is  an  arm  that  has  no  ftrcngth,  Job, 
xxvi.  2.  makes  a  fhew,  but  can  do  nothing.  And  it 
is  not  weak  only  in  itfelf,  but  it  renders  weak  and 
impotent  whatever  relies  upon  it,  or  may  be  ufed  by 
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it,  for  any  fpiritual  end  :  a  firaw  in  the  hand  of  a  gi¬ 
ant  will  make  no  deeper  impreffion  than  if  in  the  hand 
of  a  ftrippling  :  the  law  itfelf,  “  which  was  ordained 
to  life,  is  made  weak  through  the  flefh,,”  Rom.  vii. 
10.  with  chap.  viii.  3.  The  flefh  is  on  an  oppofite 
principle,  at  perfeft  enmity  againft  the  holy  feed  ;  as 
you  lee  before:  it  anfwers,  as  Pharaoh,  “  Who  is 
the  Lord,  that  I  fhould  obey  him  ?”  Exod.  v.  2.  its 
whole  bufinefs  is  to  crufli  the  workings  of  the  Spirit  ; 
and  the  con  ft  ft  cealeth  not,  but  in  the  total  over¬ 
throw  of  the  one  party.  The  flefh  and  the  fpirit  al¬ 
ways  have  been,  are,  and  wall  be  two  ;  yea,  even  where 
the  enmity  hath  loft  its  dominion,  it  will  maintain  a 
conflift  to  the  laft  5  and  if  the  one  fights  againft  the 
other  after  the  new  creature  is  formed,  it  will  doubt- 
lefs  oppole  the  firft  formation  of  it.  (3.)  If  we  lhould 
fuppofe  the  flefh  able,  in  any  refpeft,  to  give  afliftance 
in  this  work,  the  Holy  Ghoft  would  none  of  it  : 
“what  concord  hath  Chrift  with  Belial  r”  2  Cor.  vi. 
2.  Such  mixtures  are  an  abomination  to  him  :  he 
would  not  permit  his  people  to  yoke  an  ox  and  an  afs 
together  in  ploughing,  Deut.  xxii.  10.  nor  to  low 
their  land  with  divers  leeds,  verle  9.  and  if  in  building 
an  altar  their  tools  were  lifted  upon  it,  the  Lord  reck¬ 
ons  it  defiled,  Exod.  xx.  2 5.  (4.)  Suppofe  a  poflibil- 
ity  of  conjunftion  :  wEat  would  be  the  if  hue  of  it  ? 
“  when  the  fons  of  God  went  in  to  the  daughters  of 
men,  giants  were  born  to  them,”  Gen.  vi.  4.  If  crea¬ 
tures  of  fcveral  kinds  lhould  couple  together,  what 
can  be  produced  but  a  monfter  in  nature  ?  luch  mon¬ 
gers  in  fpirituals  are  hypocrites  and  temporary  believ¬ 
ers  :  in  whom  there  is  fomething  begotton  on  their 
wills,  by  the  common  {Livings  and  enlightenings  of 
the  Spirit,  which  attains  to  a  kind  of  formality,  but 
proves,  in  the  end,  a  lump  of  dead  flefh  :  it  never 
comes  to  be  a  new  creature  :  as  you  fee  in  Her¬ 
od  and  Agrippa.  An  owl’s  egg,  though  hatched  by 
a  dove  or  eagle,  will  prove  but  a  night-bird  :  the  feed 
of  the  bond-woman  will  be  carnal," though  Abraham 
Jjimfelf  be  the  father  of  it.  To, 
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To  illuftrate  this  a  little  farther,  I  would  briefly  re¬ 
count  what  moft  probably  thould  influence  the  hearts 
ot  men,  and  lead  them  to  repentance  ;  with  their 
common,  if  not  conftant  effeft,  when  left  to  their 
tree-will  improvements.  I  reduce  them  to  five  :  a 
prolperous  condition  ;  afflidions  j  the  word  of  God  - 
the  drivings  of  the  Spirit  ;  and  miracles. 

i.  Profperity  :  this,  we  find,  hath  not  done  it. 
How  many  have  been  the  worfe,  and  how  few,  if 

1  «  •  •  _  .  it  ?  even  “  Jefhurun  waxed  fat 

and  kicked,”  Deut.  xxxii.  15.  In  the  time  of  the 
Judges,  whenever  they  had  refpite  from  trouble,  they 
prefently  fell  to  idolatry  :  “  when  Uzziah  was  (Irons, 
his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  deftrudion,”  2  Chron, 
xx\i.  16.  Some  there  be  that  are  not  in  trouble  like 
other  men  ;  their  eyes  ftand  out  with  fatnefs  ;  they 
have  more  than  heart  can  wifh,  &c.  But  are  they 
bettered  by  it  ?  no  ;  «  pride  compafleth  them  about 
like  a  chain,  and  they  fet  their  mouths  againft  the 
heavens/  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  3 — 9.  fo  true  is  that  maxim. 

Let  favour  be  fhewn  to  the  wicked,  yet  will  he  not 
learn  righteoufnefs  :  in  the  land  of  uprightnefs  will  he 
deal  unjuflly,”  Ifa.  xxvi.  10. 

2.  Afflidions  and  judgments  will  not  do  it.  It 
appears  by  Amos,  that  that  people  were  loaded  with 
variety  of  judgments,  “  yet  they  turned  not  to  him 
that  fmote  them,”  Amos,  iv.  6 — 12.  the  more  they 
were  flricken,  the  more  they  revolted,”'  Ifa.  i.  3, 
“The  Lord  was  wroth  with  Ephraim,  and  fmote 
him  ;  he  hid  his  face  from  him,  and  was  wroth’* 
(which,  if  any  thing,  fhould  have  moved  him)  :  but 
what  cares  Ephraim  ?  “  he  went  on  frowardly  in  the 
way  of  his  heart,”  Ifa.  lvii.  7.  The  Jews  continue 
to  tois  day  in  their  unbelief,  though  “  wrath  be  come, 
upon  them  to  the  uttermoft.”  The  antichriftian 
world,  when  vials  of  wrath  were  poured  forth  upon 
them,  "c  they  blafphemed  God,  and  repented  not/* 
R  ev,  xvi.  9 — ii.  Hof.  vii.  9,  10.  thus,  <c  bray  a 
.tool  in  a  mortar,  yet  will  not  his  foolifhnefs  depart 

from 
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from  him,”  Prov.  xxii.  27,  it  is  natural  to  him,  and 
therefore  infeparable. 

q.  The  word  of  God  and  his  ordinances. — Neither 
is  it  in  thefe  to  turn  the  heart  back  again.  Of  this, 
the  people  of  Urael  are  a  pregnant  example  ;  <c  to 
them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God,”  Rom.  iii. 

2.  no  nation  had  God  fo  nigh  them  as  they,  Deut. 
iv.  7.  and  yet  the  molt  ftubborn,  ftiff-necked  people 
that  ever  the  earth  bore.  “  The  Lord  fends  them 
his  prophets,  rifing  early  and  (ending,”  2  Chron. 
xxxvi.  15,  16.  and  fee  how  they  are  ufed  !  firft, 
u  they  (light  his  meflengers,  and  fend  them  away 
empty,”  Jer.  xxv.  3,  4.  then  they  fall  to  “  beating 
and  impriloning  of  them,”  Jer.  xxxvii.  15.  yea,  they 
proceed  farther  (for  this  enmity  knows  no  bounds), 
fome  they  (toned,  others  they  “  flew  with  the  fword,” 
Luke,  xx.  10— 15.  when  was  there  one  that  efcaped 
them  ?  At  laft  he  fends  them  his  Son  ;  furely,  “  they 
will  reverence  him  !”  No,  this  is  the  heir  ;  come,  let 
us  kill  him,”  Mat.  xxi.  38.  and  thus  they  went  on, 
until  there  was  no  remedy,”  2  Chron  xxxvi.  16. 

4.  The  world  of  ungodly  in  Noah’s  time.- — After 
warning  of  the  flood,  they  had  the  “  Spirit  of  God 
ftriving  with  them  fix-fcore  years  together,”  Gen.  vi. 

3.  and  yet,  not  a  man  in  the  whole  univerfe  prevail¬ 
ed  upon.  The  people  in  the  wildernefs — -how  many 
ways  did  the  Lord  ftrive  with  them,  by  mighty  de¬ 
liverances,  terrible  appearances,  merciful  providences, 
dreadful  judgments  ;  and  this  forty  years  together  ! 
and  yet,  ftill  they  went  on  “  rebelling  againft  him, 
and  vexing  his  Holy  Spirit,”  Ifa.  Ixiii.  10. 

5.  Miracles  will  not  do  it. — What  a  multitude  of 
thefe,  mingled  with  judgments,  were  fhewn  upon 
Pharaoh  !  all  which  did  but  further  harden  him, 
Exod.  vii.  14 — *2 2 .  chap.  viii.  19.  chap.  ix.  7,  &c. 
Then  the  people  of  the  wilderne(s  :  take  but  that 
one  inftance  of  Corah  and  his  company  ;  “  the  earth 
clave  afunder,  and  lwallowed  up  the  chief  of  the  mu¬ 
tineers,  with  all  that  they  had  :  they  went  alive  into 
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the  pit,  Numb.  xvi.  3 2 .  two  hundred  and  fifty 
more  weie  conlumed  by  fire  from  heaven,  verfe  25° 
which  one  would  think  fhould  caufe  them  to  fear  the 
Lord,  and  do  not  more  prefumptiioufly  ;  and  yet  the 
next  thing  we  hear  of  them,  on  the  very  morrow* 
they  are  at  it  again  3  and  that  not  a  party  of  them, 
but  the  whole  congregation,  verfe  41.  All  which 
confidered  and  laid  together,  it  follows,  with  much 
evidence, 

#  Thirdly ,  That  the  new  creature  is  the  product  of 
divine  power  alone*  A  point  of  great  concernment, 
if  duly  confidered. 

1  he  evangehft  John  is  clear  on  our  fide,  touching 
this  original  and  pedigree  of  it  3  both  whence  it  is 
not,  and  whence  it  is  :  “  it  is  born,  not  of  blood  3” 
that  is,  it  belongs  not  to,  nor  is  brought  forth  in  any, 
as  they  are  men  made  of  flefh  and  blood  3  nor  as  they 
are  “  Abraham’s  feed  according  to  the  flefh,”  Rom. 
ix.  7.  nor  is  it  born  <c  of  the  will  of  the  flefh  3”  the 
carnal  and  fenfual  affections  have  nothing  to  do  in  the 
Spiritual  birth  :  “  nor  of  the  will  of  man  3”  the  ra¬ 
tional  faculties,  by  which  men  are  fet  above  the  rank 
of  other  creatures,  even  thefe  contribute  nothing  to 
our  divine  fonfhip  :  <(  but  it  is  of  God,”  John,  i.  13. 
that  is,  it  is  his  work  alone  3  and  the  natural  man 
has  nothing  to  do  in  it  :  he  is  as  perfectly  unaCtive 
in  it,  as  the  dry  bones  in  cauflng  themfelves  to  live* 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  3.  9.  14.  or  as  Lazarus  in  reviving 
himfelf ;  of  whom  it  is  laid,  “  He  that  was  dead 
came  forth  bound  hand  and  foot,”  John,  xi.  44. 
which  was  luch  a  demonftration  of  divine  power,  that 
the  Pharifees  themfelves  acknowledge,  “  if  they  now 
Jet  him  alone,  all  men  will  believe  in  him,”  John,  xi. 
48.  (And  if  it  were  not  fb,  the  Lord  alone  fhould 
not  be  exalted.)  And*  with  this  falls  in  that  other 
beloved  difeipfe,  James  3  “  Of  his  own  will  begat  he 
us,”  James,  i.  1  1.  2  Pet.  i.  8.  that  is,  by  his  own 

divine  power  he  forms  and  brings  forth  the  new  crea¬ 
tion,  without  any  affiftance  from  the  old,  or  co-opera¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  it  :  they  contribute  no  more  to  it,  than  thofe 
who  lleep  in  the  duff  to  their  own  refurredlion.  Pe- 
ter,  he  alfo  tells  us,  “  It  is  born  of  incorruptible  feed,” 
1  Pet.  i.  2,3.  and  John,  again,  that  “  it  is  born  of 
the  Spirit,”  John,  lii.  8.  which  is  plainly  to  be  of  the 
offspring  of  God.  Of  like  tenor  is  that  of  the  proph¬ 
et,  “  Thou  haft  wrought  all  our  woiks  in  us,”  Ifa. 
xxvi.  12.  and  that  of  Paul,  “  We  are  his  workman- 
fhip,”  Ephef.  1.  10.  as  alfo  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  “  It 
is  he  that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourfelves,  his 
people,”  Pfal.  c.  2. .  We  find  it  here,  and  in  John, 
exprefled  both  negatively  and  pofitively  ;  as  purpofely 
and  for  ever  to  exclude  whatever  is  in  man,  from  be¬ 
ing  fo  much  as  thought  contributary  to  the  new  cre¬ 
ation  5  and  that  the  whole  work  might  be  fathered 
upon  God  only  :  which  is,  indeed,  the  natural  refult 
of  all  thofe  Scriptures  which  (peak  of  it  under  the  no¬ 
tion  of  a  creature  ;  which  necefl'arily  implies,  that 
tne  whole  of  it,  both  matter  and  form,  is  from  the 
Creator  :  for,  in  truth,  a  creature’s  foundation  is 
nothing,  befides  the  good  pleafure  of  God.  It  may 
further  be  noted,  that  in  James,  “  the  Father  of 
lights”  is  faid  to  beget  it  ;  and  in  the  Galatians* 
“  Jerufalem  which  is  above”  to  be  the  mother  of  it  ; 
and  in  John,  as  before,  that  it  is  born  of  the  Spirit! 
Now,  if  father  and  mother,  begetter  and  bringer 
fortn,  are  both  in  heaven,  what  fhall  the  man  of 
earth  found  his  pretenfions  upon,  as  to  the  parentnoe 
of  the  new  creature  ?  fc 

And  further,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  ;  1.  What 
fort  of  inftruments  were  moftly  ufed  in  this  work. 
Not  the  learned,  but  illiterate  men  :  and  of  thefe, 
fuch  moft  eminently  as  had  neither  elegancy  of  fneech 
nor  majeftic  prefence,  a  Cor.  *.  10“J  the  eTd  of 
this  was,  that  it  might  appear,  and  men  might  be 
convinced,  that  “  their  faith  flood  not  in  (was  neither 
made  nor  maintained  by)  the  wifdom  of  men  but 
the  power  of  God,”  1  Cor.  ii.  3,  4, 


The 


A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 


240 

The  natural  unapt nefs  of  the  perfons  commonly 
wrought  upon,  to  receive  thofe  high-born  principles  % 
not  many  of  the  wife  and  noble,  but  the  poor,  bale, 
and  fooiifh  ;  that  is,  in  comparifon  of  others.  And 
why  thefe  ?  Truly  it  was  to  make  good  the  truth 
that  is  here  alferted,  namely*  “  That  no  flefh  might 
glory  in  his  prefence,”  chap.  i.  26 — 29.  And  yet 
likewife  take  notice,  that  the  wife  and  noble  were  not 
excluded  ;  witnefs  the  wife  of  Herod’s  fteward,  ]o- 
feph,  Nicodemus,  and  Sergius  Paulus,  a  prudent  man  : 
which  further  iliuftrates  the  power  of  God,  in  that  he 
did,  by  thofe  weak  and  contemptible  means,  bring  in 
alio  fuch  as  thefe. 

3.  The  Scripture  is  fo  emphatically  aferibing  this 
work  unto  God  :  which  kind  of  afeription  were  very 
improper,  if  faith  and  holinefs  were  things  fo  common* 
and  eafily  attained,  and  the  natural  man  fo  able  and 
virtuous  an  engine  in  that  work,  as  moft  men  imag¬ 
ine.  Paul  ftiles  it,  cc  The  faith  of  the  operation  of 
God,”  Col.  ii.  12,  Ifaiah  makes  it  dependent  orl 
the  <c  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed,”  Ifa.  liii.  1.  that  is* 
made  bare,  and  put  forth  to  the  utmoft.  Our  Sa¬ 
viour,  he  attributes  it  to  God  the  Father,  as  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  Matth.  xi.  25.  And  Paul,  again* 
to  the  “  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  mighty  power, 
even  the  lame  by  which  he  railed  Jelus  Chrift  from 
the  dead,  Col.  i.  12.  even  then,  when  the  lins  of  all 
his  people  lay  upon  him  ;  and  all  the  malice,  (Length* 
and  fubtilty  of  the  powers  of  darknefs  were  up  in 
arms  againft  it  :  which  was  indeed  the  higheft  indi¬ 
cation  of  divine  power  that  ever  was  pCit  forth,  or 
(hall  be. 

III.  The  next  thing  to  be  fhewnis,  who  thole  bleffed 
ones  are  to  whom  thele  requifites  to  lalvation  do 
belong  ;  and  by  what  title. 

* 

The  anfwer  is  they  all  do  belong  to  eledt  perfons, 
and  that  in  right  of  their  Election.  Eledland  Believer 

are 


are  convertible  terms :  every  believer  is  an  elect  perfon, 
&  every  eleft  perlon  is  a  believer,  or  (hall  be  in  his  time. 
This  right,  indeeci,  is  nextly  founded  upon  redemption ; 


but  being  originally  from  Election,  1  fliall  fpeak  here 
only  to  that.  To  put  effects  in  the  place  of caufes,  and 
cdules  of  effects,  is  a  great  abfurdity  in  natural  things ; 
and  yet  how  prone  are  we  to  it  in  matters  of  divine 
fconcernment  !  which  chiefly  comes  from  the  pride  of 
cur  fpirits,  who  fain  would  be  fomebody  in  procuring 
our  own  happinefs  ;  and  do  therefore  afcribe  it  to 
any  caufe,  rather  than  that  which  is  proper  to  it. 
This  is  a  great  evil  j  and  the  more  perilous  and  catch¬ 
ing,  becaufe  elpoufed  by  fome  of  no  common  profeflion 
and  that  with  great  pretences  of  reafon  for  it.  To  re¬ 
fute  which,  your  moll  rational  coutfe  will  be  to  fearch 
and  confult  the  Scriptures  ;  whofe  teftimony,  and 
right  reafon,  do  always  fort  together  :  and  if  by  this 
afeent  you  follow  falvation,  and  all  the  conducements 
thereto  up  to  their  head,  you  fhall  find  them  all  to 
be  intirely  and  abiolutely  of  God,  and  contained  in  the 
fame  decree  j  and,  conlequently,  that  faith  and  holi- 


nefs  are  the  effects  and  certain  confequences  of  elec¬ 
tion. 


The  genuine  import  of  Scripture-falvation  is  broad 
and  comprehenfive,  extending  to  all  manner  of  requi- 


fites  which  any  way  conduce  to  the  perfeft  accom¬ 
pli  (li  men  t  of  the  thing  itfelf.  Outward  falvation, 
whatever  belongs  to  the  outward  man’s  prefervation  ; 
as  water,  bread,  walls,  bulwarks,  &c.  Ifa.  xxvi.  i. 
“  Salvation  will  appoint  walls  and  bulwarks  that 
is,  the  promife  of  talvation  implies  and  carries  in  it-all 
things  pertaining  to  fafety  :  fo  fpiritual  falvation, 
whatever  pertains  to blefl'ednefs and  glory  ;  as  redemp¬ 
tion  from  fin,  faith,  holinefs,  and  holding  out  to  the 
end  :  any  of  which  being  abfent,  would  invalidate  all 
the  reft,  as  one  round  of  a  ladder  plucked  out,  hin¬ 
ders  your  afeent  to  the  top.  If  one  gives  me  a  piece 
of  land  that  is  all  around  inclofed,  the  law  gives  me  a 
way  to  it  (though  no  exprefs  mention  thereof  in  my 
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deed),  fo  as  to  take  the  profits  ;  his  gift  would 
otherwife  little  avail  me.  Salvation  is  that  the  ele<5fc 
are  endowed  with  ;  faith  and  holinels  the  neceflary 
way  to  their  adtual  poflefiion  :  and,  therefore,  thefe 
they  miift  be  ordained  unto,  and  are,  as  well  as  to  fal- 
vation  itfelf :  for,  being  prededinate  to  the  adoption 
of  fons,  Eph.  i.  5.  and  to  be  conformed  to  the  image 
of  “  Chrid,”  Rom.  viii.  28.  (which  is  not  perfectly 
accomplilhed  until  hisapearing  in  glory)  1  John.  iii. 

2.  they  mull  be  predeftinated  alfo  to  all  thofe  inter¬ 
mediate  difpenfations  and  graces  which  are  requifite 
thereto.  For,  right  to  the  end,  gives  right  to  the 
means  :  they  are  therfore  laid  to  be  chofen  to  falvati- 
on,  through  fanft  ideation  of  the  “  Spirit,  and  belief 
of  the  truth,”  2  ThefT.  ii.  13.  In  order  of  intention, 
God  wills  the  end  fil'd,  and  then  the  means  ;  in  or¬ 
der  of  execution,  the  means  fird,  as  directive  to  that 
end,  Rom.  viii.  30.  The  end  is  the  caufe  of  the 
means,  Eph.  ii.  4,  5.  and  election  the  caufe  of  them 
both,  chap.  ii.  8.  10. 

The  promife  of  Canaan  to  Abraham’s  feed,  did 
virtually  contain  whatever  anud  come  between  the 
making  of  the  promife  and  the  final  performance  of 
it  :  as,  i.  To  multiply  his  feed  into  a  nation.  2.  To 
keep  Efau,  Laban,  and  others,  from  hurting  them. 

3.  To  provide  for  them  in  time  of  famine.  4.  To 
prcferve  and  cncrcafe  them  in  Egypt,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  Egyptian’s  craft  and  cruelty  to  fupprefs  them, 
t;.  To  bring  them  forth  with  an  high  hand,  in  con-, 
tempt  of  Pharaoh’s  refolvednefs  againft  it,  and  his 
potency  to  withdand  it.  6.  To  divide  the  lea  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  provide  them  a  table  in  the  wildernefs. 
7.  To  caufe  their  enemies  hearts  to  faint,  and  become 
as  water.  8.  To  fend  the  hornet  before  them,  and 
to  fight  for  them,  c ic.  For  otherwife  the  Lord’s 
giving  them  Canaan,  had  been  but  as  the  Pope’s  giv¬ 
ing  England  to  the  Spaniard,  that  is,  if  he  could  get 
it.  And,  lajlly,  to  pardon  their  manifold  great  and 

high  provocations  ;  by  which  they  expofed  them- 
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felves  to  wrath  and  extirpation  daily.  So  is  it  in  the 
cafe  of  election  ;  it  draws  with  it  even  all  that  is  ten- 

,  *  \  \  ,  v 

dent  to  the  faints  adual  inveftiture  with  glory.  The 
apoftle,  therefore,  linketh  eternity  paft,  with  eternity 
to  come  :  he  mikes  Election  and  Glorification  the 
two  extream  points  of  the  compals ;  Calling  and  Jus¬ 
tification  (which  are  parts  intermediate)  he  founds 
upon  the  firft,  in  order  to  the  laft  ;  and  gives  you 
their  fet-courfe.  In  Rom.  viii.  “  Whom  he  did 
foreknow,  them  alfo  he  did  predeftinate  (to  what  ?) 
to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son  ;  and  whom 
he  did  predeftinate,  them  alfo  he  called/'  Rom.  viii„ 
29.  And  what  did  he  call  them  to  ?  He  called  them 
to  holinefs,  to  glory  and  virtue,  2  Pet.  i.  3.  and 
<c  whom  he  called,  them  alio  he  juftified  and  glorifi¬ 
ed,' ”  Rom.  viii.  30.  The(e  all  do  belong  to  the 
fame  perfons,  and  that  by  virtue  of  the  decree  ;  and 
no  one  of  them  did  ever  go  alone. 

The  like  fucceffion  of  caufes  and  effeds  ye  have  in 
the  16th  of  Ezekiel,  6 — 12.  The  Lord  finds  them 
in  their  blood,  that  is,  in  their  natural  loft  condition : 
he  enters  into  covenant  with  them,  and  makes  them, 
his  own  ;  there  is  their  Eledion  :  then  he  wafhes 
them,  and  that  thoroughly  :  there  is  their  juftifica- 
tion  i  and  then  adorns  them  ;  there  is  their  fandi fi¬ 
xation,  which  always  is  confummated  in  glory.  In 
the  17th  of  the  Ads,  ye  have  Paul  preaching  at  Thef- 
falonica,  ver.  1 — 4.  The  fame  dodrine  was  pro¬ 
pounded  to  all  indefinitely  ;  and  it  muft  be  fo,  for 
the  minifter  knows  not  the  eled  from  other  men  ; 
but  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  fearcheth  the  deep  things 
of  God,  and  hath  the  management  of  this  work  com¬ 
mitted  to  him,  he  knew  the  eled  by  name,  John,  x. 
iii.  and  accordingly  took  them,  “  gathered  them  one 
by  one,”  Ifa.  xxvii.  12.  (each  one  in  his  proper  time) 
f<  and  opened  their  ears  to  difciplirie,”  Job,  xxvi.  10. 
making  them  what  they  were  chofen  to  be.  And 
the  fame  apoftle,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Thellaloniar.s, 
Where  he  celebrates  the  effects  of  this  fermon,  brines 
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in  their  Eledion  as  the  caufe  of  their  converfion  ; 
“  Knowing,  brethren,  beloved,  your  eledion  of  God  ; 
for  our  gofpel  came  net  to  you  in  word  only  (as  it 
did  to  others),  but  in  power,”  i  Theft  4,  5.  So  in 
the  Ads,  “  As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life, 
"  believed,”  Ads,  xiii.  48.  and  «  the  Lord  added  to 
the  church  daily  (whom  did  he  add  ?)  fuch  as  fliould 
be  raved,’ .  chap.  ii.  47.  EfFedual  Calling  is  a  fure 
demonftration  of  eledion,  and  the  firft  effed  by  which 
it  can  be  known. 

That  precious  faith  through  which  we  are  laved,  is 
obtained  <c  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,”  2  Pet.  i.  1.  1.  It  is  given 

through  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  the  Father;  and  fo, 
it  either  refpeds  his  ordaining  us  to  eternal  life  ;  in 
which  ad  he  did  implicitly  engage  himfelf  to  give  us 
faith,  which  may  therefore  be  4;  called  the  faith  of 
God’s  eled,”  Tit.  i.  r.  or  elle  it  refpeds  his  promife 
made  t<s>  Chrift,  “  that  making  his  foul  an  offering 
for  fin,  he  fhould  fee  his  feed,”  Ifa.  liii.  10.  Tit.  i.  2. 
with  2  Tim.  i.  9.  or  it  may  be  intended  of  both. 
2.  The  righteoufneis  of  Chrift  is  concerned  in  it  two 
ways  :  V.  As  the  meriting  or  procuring  caufe  there¬ 
of  ;  and  fo  this  faith  belongs  of  right  to  every  one  he 
died  for,  Phil.  i.  29.  Or,  2.  As  he  is  that  faithful 
fervant,  who  gives  to  every  one  according  as  he  hath 
received  of  the  Father  for  them,  Ephcft  iv.  7,  8.  in 
ad  which  refpeds  it  evidently  flows  from  Eledion. 
To  confirm  which,  Peter  fays  exprefily,  in  his  former 
cpiftle,  that  they  were  “  eleded  unto  obedience,  and 
fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,”  1  Pet.  i.  2. 
So  the  myftery  of  his  will  is  made  known,  according 
ro  his  good  plealure,  which  he  had  purpofed  in  him¬ 
felf,  Eph.  i.  9.  The  fame  intendment  we  have  in  the 
Corinthians  ;  The  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  to 
them  that  perifh,  foolifhnefs  :  but  to  us  who  are  fav¬ 
ed,  it  is  the  power  of  God,”  1  Cor.  i.  iS.  and  in 
Timothy,  f<  Who  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with 

2  Tim.  i.  9.  in  both  places  laving 


an  holy  calling, 
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is  put  before  calling,  and  then  it  muft  be  before  faith  : 
and  how  men  are  laved  before  they  believe,  unlefs  by 
Eledion  (or  Redemption,  which  is  commenfurate 
with  Election),  doth  not  appear  to  us.  To  this  pur- 
po(e  it  is  further  obfervable,  that  in  Rom.  viii.  30. 
the  apoftle  fets  predeftination  before  calling  ;  as  in 
Timothy  and  the  Corinthians,  he  doth  faving  :  and 
in  Rom.  ix.  23,  24.  he  puts  calling  in  a  tenfe  fubfe- 
quent  to  Eiedion,  or  preparing  unto  glory.  The 
apoftle  Jude,  his  fentence  alfo  accords  with  it  :  he 
direds  his  epiflle  “  to  them  that  are  fandified  by 
God  the  Father,  and  preferved  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
called,”  (ver.  1.)  where,  by  fandified  he  means  elcd- 
ed,  feparated,  or  let  apart  :  in  this  fenfe  the  word  is 
ufed  elfewhere,  where  it  will  not  admit  of  any  other, 
Exod.  iii.  1  3.  “  I  am  the  Lord  that  doth  fandify 

you  :”  and  more  plainly  in  Numb.  viii.  17.  ‘c  All 
the  firft-born  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  are  mine  :  on 
the  day  that  I  fmote  every  firft-born  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  I  fandified  them  for  myfelf  here  no  other 
thing  but  choofing,  leleding,  or  fetting  apart,  can  be 
intended  :  aud  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it  fhould.not  be 
fo  underflood  in  that  of  Jude. 

And  it  is  termed  an  holy  calling,  not  only  as  it 
calleth  us  to  holinefs ;  but  as  in  is  facred,  peculiar,  fet 
apart,  and  appropriated  to  an  holy  people,  namely, 
thole  whom  the  Lord  let  apart  (or  himfclf :  whofe 
eternal  fandifying  them  in  his  decree,  was  the  origin¬ 
al  caufe  of  their  being  fandified  adually  ;  *c  he  loved 
them  with  an  everlafting  love,  and  therefore  with  lov- 
ing-kindnefs  doth  he  draw  them,”  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  and 
this  their  adual  fandification  is  fo  indubitable  a  con- 
fequent  of  the  decretive,  and  fo  appropriate  to  the 
fame  perfons,  that  the  fame  word  is  ufed  for  both  ; 
as  it  is  alfo  for  Redemption  :  “  for  their  fakes  (fays 
Chrifl)  I  fandify  myfelf,”  John,  xvii.  19.  A  like 
inftance  of  this  we  have  in  Eldad  and  Medad,  who 
though  they  came  not  up  to  the  tabernacle  with  their 
brethren,  yet,  being  of  them  that  were  written, 
a  die  Spirit  came  upon  them,  and  they  propheft- 
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phefied  in  the  camp,”  Numb.  xi.  26.  (Election 
finds  out  men  when  they  think  not  of  it.)  So  the 
Lord  fir  ft  detei  mines  Jeremy  to  his  office  ^  then  puts 
forth  his  hand,  and  fits  him  for  his  work,  Jer.  i.  ga 
Even  Chrift  himfelf  was  firft  appointed  to  his  media¬ 
tory  office  ;  and  then  the  Spirit  came  upon  him,  be- 
caufe  fo  appointed,  Ifai  lxi.  1.  “  " 

Shier .  In  the  1  ft  of  John,  16.  it  is  faid,  that  «  to 
them  which  received  him,  he  gave  power  to  become 
the  tons  of  God  j”  which  feems  to  put  their  believ¬ 
ing  before  their  fonfliip. 

Solut.  Albeit  that  faith  goes  before  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  our  fonfhip,  yet  not  before  our  fonfliip  itfelf  • 
ix  the  adoption  of  Ions,  is  that  we  were  predeftinated 
to  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, V  Ephef.  i.  4,  5. 
That  therefore  in  John,  muft  be  underftood  with  that 
of  Moles,  when  he  pleads  with  God  for  his  prelence 
with  his  people  $  fo  (hall  we  be  feparated  from  all  the 
people  that  are  on  the  face  of  the  earth,”  Exod. 
xxxiii.  13.  not  that  this  feparation  was  now  to  be 
made  ;  it  was  done  before.  Let.  xx.  24,  but  his 
meaning  is,  that  by  the  Lord’s  going  with  them,  this 
their  feparation  fliould  be  manifefted.  The  fame 
fenfe  of  the  word  ye  have  in  Matth.  v.  “  Love  your 
enemies  ;  blefs  them  that  curie  you  ;  that  ye  may  be 
(that  is,  that  ye  may  appear  to  be)  the  children  of 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven,”  Deut.  vii.  6.  Matt, 
v.  44,  43.  in  like  manner  we  become  “  the  fons  of 
God  by  faith,”  Gal.  iii.  26. 

T  he  budding  of  Aaron’s  rod  was  not  the  caufe  of 
God’s  chopping  him  to  the  priefthood,  Numb,  xvii. 
5.  8.  nor  the  falling  of  the  lot  upon  Saul,  and  after¬ 
wards  upon  Matthias,  the  leafon  why  God  ddigned 
them,  the  one  to  the  kingdom,  and  the  other  to  the 
apoftlefhip  ;  they  were  both  appointed  before,  and 
thofe  events  were  but  the  effects  of  their  fore-appoint¬ 
ment,  and  evidences  of  it,  1  Sam.  ix.  16.  with  chap, 
x.  21.  Ads,  i.  24.  26.  So  the  giving  of  the  Spirit 
that  which  fellows  elcdion  ;  be  caufe  fons,  God 
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hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  your  hearts. 
Gal.  iv.  6.  Although  the  manifeftation  of  our  actop- 
tion,  and  our  a&ual  enjoyment  ot  its  privileges,  are  m 
time  ;  yet  the  thing  ltfelf  we  were  predeftmate  to 
from  everlafting,  Eph.  i.  4,  5*  9-  1U  1  uriuant  to 
this,  our  Saviour  manifefts  the  Father’s  name  to  the 
men  he  had  given  him  out  of  the  world  ;  and  thele 
receive  it,  John,  xvii.  6.  8.  The  Iheep  hear  his 
voice,  and  follow  him,  chap.  x.  2,7.  Of  otheis  he 
faith  exprefily,  “  Ye  believe  not,  becaufe  ye  are  not 
of  my  fheep,”  ver.  26.  He  that  is  of  God,  heai- 
eth  God’s  words  ;  ye  therefore  hear  them  not,  be¬ 
caufe  ye  are  not  of  God,”  chap.  viii.  47..  The  lame 
reafon  he  gives  for  his  different  miniftiation  towards 
his  own  and  others  :  to  the  one  it  was  given  to  know 
the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  to  the  other 
it  was  not  given,”  Matth.  xiii.  n-  and,  therefore, 
having  ended  his  parables,  he  difmiffes  the  multitude, 
as  having  no  more  for  them  ;  but  to  his  difciples  he 
expounded  every  -  thing  in  private,  Mark,  iv.  34* 
ye  fee  he  puts  it  upon  election,  as  that  which  had  in¬ 
verted  them  with  this  prerogative  above  the  left  ; 
“To  you  it  is  given  that  is,  it  belonged  to  them 
by  God’s  donation  and  appointment  :  they  are  fir  ft 
faints  by  election,  then  faints  by  calling,  kom.  1.  7* 
When  Chrift  appeared  to  Paul  going  to  Damafcus, 
they  that  were  with  him  were  all  in  a  maze  ;  a  voice 
they  heard,  but  knew  not  what  it  fpake  ;  why  fo, 
fince  they  were  as  likely  to  yield  as  he  ?  it  was  not  in¬ 
tended  for  them,  and  therefore  their  ears  weie  not 
boared,  nor  the  {peach  directed  to  them,  but  to  Paul, 
and  to  Paul  by  name  :  but  why  to  Paul  above  the 
reft,  fince  he  was  the  ring-leader  and  chief  perfecutor 
in  the  company  ?  Paul  was  acholen  veffel  ;  and  this, 
in  brief,  was  the  reafon  of  it,  as  you  have  it  recorded 
in  Afts  xxii.  14.  “  The  God  of  our  fathers  hath 

chofen  thee,  that  thou  fhouldefl  know  his  will.”  The 
Jews  had  many  means  of  knowing  the  Meffiah,  and 
inducements  to  believe  in  him,  which  the  Gentiles. 
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had  not  ;  and  yet  thefe  embrace  the  gofpel,  while  the 
Jews  rejedt  it.  Thofe  who  fought  after  righteoufnefs 
fell  fhort  of  it ;  when  thofe  who  (ought  it  not,  attain- 

ec.‘ 1Xl  3°>  31-  For  the  bottom  reafon  of 
which  different  dilpenfation,  we  are  referred  to  eleddi- 

PP  ’  ,TJ1C,  c^e^'on  bath  obtained,  and  the  reft  were 
blinded,  chap.  xi.  7. 

How  variously  are  feveral  men  affedted  in  hearine 
the.ame  word  ?  The  (heep,  and  the  reft,  have  both 
tire  lame  outward  means  ;  one  negledts  it,  attends  not 
at  all,  or  regards  not  what  he  hears  ;  a  fecohd  quar- 
rds  at  it ;  as  the  Jews  often  did  :  a  third  is  perfuaded 
aimoft  ;  as  Agrippa  was,  and  thofe  that  would  hear 
Taul  again  of  that  matter  :  a  fourth  is  pricked  in  the 
heart,  and  perfuaded  altogether.  It  is  a  ftumbling- 
block  to  fome,  fooliftmefs  to  others,  and  to  fome  it  is 

1  e  Power  of  God  :  and  thefe  fome  are  fuch  as  were 
elected.;  ot  thofe  to  whom  the  promile  was  made, 
Adt.s,  li.  39.  and  are  therefore  termed,  the  Called  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  purpofe,  Rom.  viii.  28.  and  according 
to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  them 
m  Chrift  belore  the  world  began,  2  Tim.  i.  9.  they 

aie  fir fl  chofen,  and  then  cauled  to  approach  unto 
God,  Pfal.  Ixv.  4.  '  ‘  '•  ■ 

T.  here  is  aimoft  no  end  of  Scriptures  to  this  pur¬ 
pofe  :  I  fhall  inftance  one  more,  and  fo  dole  up  this 
particular.  All  the  bleffings  which  the  faints  are 
bleffed  with,  in  time,  are  all  beftowed  according  to 
God’s  decree  of  election  before  time  ;  as  is  manifeft 
from  Ephef.  i.  3,  4,  5.  Where  I  obferve,  1.  That 
election  goes  before  the  adtual  donation  of  fpiritual 
bleffings  :  for  thefe  are  given  in  time,  that  was  be¬ 
fore  time  ;  and  that  which  comes  after,  cannot  be 
the  caule  of  that  which  went  before  it  :  one  effect 
may  be  the  caufe  of  another  ;  but  not  the  caufe  of 
that  which  caufeth  itfelf.  2.  That  the  actual  dona¬ 
tion  of  fpiritual  bleffings  js  according  to  eleftiori  ; 
that  is,  election  is  the  rule  by  which  the  difpenfation 
is  guided  :  ;t  is  adeouate  with  election,  and  anfwera- 

ble 
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ble  thereto  ;  even  as  the  impreffion  is  to  the  printing 
types  ;  or  as  the  fafhion  ot  David’s  body,  to  the  plat¬ 
form  thereof  in  God’s  book  ;  and  the  tabernacle,  to 
the  pattern  fhewn  in  the  mount,  according  to  which 
all  things  are  made,  as  well  in  relpeft  of  number, 
weight,  and  meafure,  as  form  and  figure.  Spiritual 
bleflings  are  not  given  to  one  more  or  fewer,  or  in 
other  manner,  but  juft  as  eleftion  had  laid  it  forth  : 
which  alfo  is  further  confirmed  by  Rev.  xxi.  27. 
where  we  find,  that  none  are  admitted  into  the  holy 
city,  but  fuch  “  whofe  names  were  written  in  the 
book  of  life  ;  and  whoever  was  not  found  written  in 
that  book,  was  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire,”  Rev.  xl 
which  fhews,  that  at  the  latter  day  it  will  be  ta¬ 
ken  for  granted,  that  “  as  many  as  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  believed  and  that  all  and  every  one 
without  the  lift  of  election,  died  in  unbelief ;  that 
“  the  eleftion  obtained,”  Afts,  xiii.  48.  “  and  the 
reft  were  blinded,”  Rom.  xi.  7.  therefore  faith  and 
holinefs  are  not  the  caule,  but  the  certain  effects  and 
confequents  of  eleftion. 

Now  if  any  fhould  afk  (by  the  way)  wherein  the 
fpecial  love  of  God  to  elect  perfons  difeovers  itfelf  be¬ 
fore  their  converfion  ?  I  cannot  aftign  any  plain  or 
open  difeoveries  of  it,  by  which  the  cleft  may  be 
known  from  other  men,  fince  all  outward  things  fall 
alike  t$  all  :  “  the  heir,  while  a  child,  differs  nothing 
from  a  fervant,  although  he  be  lord  of  all,”  by  Elec¬ 
tion,  Gal.  iv.  1.  And  yet  there  are  divers  gracious 
operations  of  that  love  towards  them,  even  in  com¬ 
mon  providences,  albeit  they  are  not  perceived  till  af¬ 
terwards  :  as, 

1.  In  keeping  alive  the  root  or  ftern  they  were  to 
grow  from  :  this,  perhaps,  was  not  the  leaft  caule  of 
adding  fifteen  years  to  EJezekiah’s  life  ;  namely,  for 
Jofiah’s  fake,  who  was  to  come  of  his  lineage  ;  Ma- 
naffeh,  who  was  to  be  his  grand- father,  not  being  yet 
born  :  fo  thofe  days  ot  tribulation  were  fhortened, 
and  many  of  the  Jews,  by  fpecial  providence,  kept 
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alive,  for  the  ele&’s  fake  that  fhould  be  of  their  pro¬ 
geny,  perhaps  two  thoufand  years  after. 

2.  In  preferving  the  eleft  themfelves  from  many  a 
death  they  were  obnoxious  to  before  their  converfion, 
as  he  alfo  did  Manafieh  :  and  this  was  the  caufe, 
when  Satan  had  them  in  his  net,  and  had  dragged 
them  to  the  brink  of  hell,  that  “  the  Lord  lent  from 
heaven,  and  faved  them,”  Pfal.  lvii.  3.  cc  Deliver 
him  ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom,”  Job,  xxxiii.  24.  q.  d. 
He  is  mine,  and  I  have  defigned  him  to  another  end. 

3.  In  keeping  them  from  the  unpardonable  fin  : 

thus  Paul,  being  a  chofen  veffel,  was  kept  without 
that  knowledge  of  Chrift  which  fome  of  the  Pharifees 
had  ;  for  otherwife  his  perfecuting  the  church  of  God 
had  been  incapable  of  pardon,  as  appears  from  1  Tim. 
i.  13.  “  I  obtained  mercy,  becaufe  I  did  it  igno¬ 

rantly/’ 

4.  In  cafting  the  lot  of  their  habitation  where  he 
hath  planted,  or  will  plant,  the  means  of  grace  ;  or 
bringing  them,  providentially,  where  fome  effectual 
word  (hall  be  fpoken  to  them  :  the  one  is  verified  in 
thofc  who  dwelt  at  Corinth,  where  Paul  muft  preach, 
and  not  hold  his  peace  ;  for,  fays  the  Lord,  “  I  have 
much  people  in  this  city,”  Adis,  xviii.  9,  10.  the 
other,  in  thofe  were  come  to  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft  of 
Pentecoft,  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  which  gave 
them  the  opportunity  of  coming  together,  and  of 
hearing  Peter’s  fermon,  by  means  whereof  thoufands 
were  converted,  chap.  ii.  5.  It  is  further  exemplified 
by  the  ftory  of  the  Eunuch,  chap.  viii.  27.  as  alfo  that 
of  Zaccheus,  whofe  intent  reached  no  higher  than  to 
lee  what  manner  of  per fon  Chrift  was,  being  fo  much 
talked  of  abroad  ;  and  being  low  of  ftature,  he  climbs 
into  a  tree,  and  there  falvation  meets  both  him  and 
his  houfe,  Luke,  xix.  2 — 9. 

IV.  Onr  laft  enquiry  is,  Of  the  way  and  manner-, 
of  God’s  difpcriiing  fpiritua!  bleffings  :  and  that 
is  effectually  and  freely. 

J  •  n 
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Fir  ft)  Effectually.  The  foul  is  not  turned  to  God 
by  a  twine-thread  ;  nor  doth  the  Lord  content  bim- 
felf  with  wifhing  and  woulding  that  it  might  be  lo, 
after  the  manner  of  men,  who  either  are  lomtfwhat 
indifferent  about  the  thing,  or  have  not  wherewith  to 
effedt  their  defires  :  nor  merely  by  propounding,  mov¬ 
ing  and  driving,  by  moral  fuaiions,  inftruCtions,  threat- 
enings,  and  the  like  (which  are  ot  little  avail  with  a  dark 
underftanding,  and  fixed  enmity,  which  every  natural 
man  is  aCted  by  ;)  but  by  the  putting  forth  of  a  pow¬ 
er  invincible  :  a  power  that  will  not  be  laid  nay  ;  but 
what  it  wills,  that  it  will  do  ;  what  it  undern’  es,  it 
goes  through  with.  To  do  a  thing  effectually,  is  to 
it  perfectly,  thoroughly,  fuccefsfully  :  lo  to  ute  and 
apply  the  means,  that  the  end  defigncd  is  lurely 
brought  to  pafs ;  and  this,  notwithflanding  all  the 
weaknefs,  averfenefs,  and  repugnancy  of  tire  carnal 
mind  againfl  it. 

I  might  produce  inftances  not  a  few,  touching 
God's  effectual  working  to  bring  about  things  of  Idler 
moment.  How  unwilling  was  Mofes  to  be  his  mel- 
fenger  to  Pharaoh  !  Exod.  iii.  and  iv.  fo  oppofite  to 
it,  that  when  he  had  no  farther  plea  nor  excufe  to 
make,  he  carries  it  perverfely  towards  the  Lord  ; 
i(  Send  by  the  hand  of  him  whom  thou  fhoulded 
fend,"  fays  he,  chap.  iv.  13.  but  God  having  defigncd 
him  for  the  work,  leaves  him  not  until  he  had  won 
Him  to  it,  verfe  18.  So  Pharaoh  refolved  he  would 
not  let  the  people  go  :  but  “  I  will  flretch  out  my 
hand  (fays  God,)  and  he  (hall  let  you  go*.”  Much 
more  will  he  make  his  arm  bare  for  the  falvation  of 
his  chofen,  whom  he  loved  from  everlatling  :  and  it 
muft  be  fo  done, 

Arg.  I.  Bccaufe,  otherwife,  the  eleCl  fhculd  be  in 
no  better  condition  than  other  men  ;  for,  until  con- 
yerfion,  Satan  hath  as  fad  hold  of  them  as  of  the 
red,  Adam’s  fall  was  the  devil’s  mader-piece  :  to 
bring  men  into  his  own  condemnation,  is  the  trophy 
he  glories  in  ;  and  being  a  prince,  both  proud,  .lubtil, 

and 
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and  imperious,  you  may  not  think  he  will  be  baffled 
or  complimented  out  of  his  hold  :  intreaties,  mena¬ 
ces,  and  force  of  arguments,  are  of  no  weight  with 
him  i  he  laughs  at  your  ftrong  reafons,  and  counts 
them  but  rotten  wood  ;  Jefus  1  know,  and  his  Spirit 
I  know  Afts,  xix.  15.  but  what  are  thefe  ?  No- 
this  kind  goes  not  forth  by  confent  ;  nothing  will 
move  him,  but  that  power  which  heaven  and  earth 
do  bow  under  ;  he  that  made  him  (and  he  only)  can 
cauie  his  fword  to  approach  unto  him,  and  take  the 
prey  from  this  terrible  one.  And  for  this  it  was,  that 
our  Saviour  tells  the  apoflles  (when  he  fends  them 
to  “  turn  men  from  Satan  unto  God,”)  that  “  all 
po\*er  in  heaven  and  earth  was  committed  to  him,” 
Iviatt.  xxvui.  20.  Luke,  ix.  1.  which  was  indeed  but 
needtul  •  for  they  had  1'urely  gone  on  a  ileevelefs  er¬ 
rand  (a  weak  and  fruitlefs  defign,)  if  Chria  himfelf 
thus  impowered  had  not  gone  with  them.  And  for 
the  elect  themfelves,  they  are  (of  themfelves)  no  bet¬ 
ter  difpofed  to  this  work  than  thofe  that  never'  fliall 
be  wrought  upon  :  they  are  enemies  ’in  their  minds, 
clarknefs,  dead  in  fin,  and  children  of  wrath,  even  as 
others  :  and  this  they  are  by  nature  :  their  date, 
therefore,  could  be  changed,  if  a  power  invincible,  and 
invincibly  rciolved  in  what  he  undertakes,  were  not 
engaged  in  it.  Ephraim,  though  an  eletft  vefTel,  yet 
whiie  in  nature,  was  of  fo  bad  a  nature,  that  all  mo¬ 
ral  endeavours  were  loft  upon  him.  Let  mefiengers 
be  fent  to  him  early  and  late,  he  pulls  away  the 
fhoulder  :  the  Lord  was  wroth  with  him,  fmote 
lum,  hid  his  face  from  him  j  he  itill  went  on  forward¬ 
ly  ;  fhew  him  his  fickneis,  fo  that  he  cannot  but  fee 
it  ;  and  he  fends  to  king  Jareb,  takes  any  courfe  ra¬ 
ther  than  turn  to  him  thac  fmote  him,  Hof.  v.  13. 
take  oil  the  yoke  from  Ins  jaw,  give  him  the  fcope 
of  his  will,  and  the  firft  thing  he  takes  to  fliall  be 
the  forbidden  fruit  :  lay  meat  to  his  mouth,  that 
which  is  meat  indeed,  and  he  will  rather  ffarve  than 
eat  ;  (men  left  to  their  own  will,  will  rather  go  to 

hell. 
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hell,  than  be  beholden  to  free  grace  for  falvation.) 
Bat,  fays  God,  “  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  fon  ?”  one 
whom  I  bought  with  a  price  !  “  Is  he  a  pleafant 
child  ?”  Jer.  xxxi.  20.  whom  I  loved  from  everlaft- 
ing  :  and  fliall  I  fo  lofe  him  ?  fhall  it  be  laid,  that  I 
railed  up  a  creature  wlwm  I  cannot  rule  and  bring  to 
my  bent  ?  or,  that  I  made  him  for  fuch  an  end,  as 
that  any  thing  conducible  thereto  may  not  be  done 
for  him  ?  fliall  my  will  be  forced  rather  than  his  ? 
mine  to  deftroy  him,  rather  than  his  to  be  faved  ? 
No  ;  I  have  not  done  all  this  to  lofe  him  at  lafl:  :  nor 
have  Ifuffered  thofe  unworthy  repulfes,for  want  of  pow¬ 
er  to  prevent  them,  but  that  Ephraim  might  fee  what 
would  become  of  him  if  left  to  the  condudl  of  his 
own  will ;  (free  indeed  to  nothing  but  his  own  ruin  !) 
and  now  I  will  heal  him  :  and  the  firft  effect  of  this 
healing  was,  Ephraim’s  applying  himfelf  to  God  ; 
“  Turn  thou  me,  and  I  fliall  be  turned,”  chap.  xxxi. 
18.  Thofe  cords  of  love,  by  which  the  Lord  draws 
men  to  himfelf,  are  not  love  and  kindnefs  merely 
propounded,  with  fruftrable  motives  to  perfuade  ac¬ 
ceptance,  but  “  divine  love  Hied  abroad  in  the  heart,” 
Rom.  v.  5*  not  written  with  ink  (a  thing  of  human 
compofition)  but  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God. 
And  hence  it  is  that  we  find  that  thofe  imperial  terms, 

1  “  I  will,  and  ye  fliall,”  fo  much  in  ufe  about  this 
matter.  I  hus  the  Lord  began  with  the  ferpent 
(which  was  a  leading  cafe  to  all  that  follows,”  “  1c 
fliall  bruife  thine  head  j”  in  which  compendius  word, 
the  deftrudtion  of  Satan  and  fin  is  effectually  provid¬ 
ed  for  :  and  elfewhere  he  fpcaks  as  much  for  quick¬ 
ening  the  foul  ;  “  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you, 
and  1  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and  caule  you  to 
walk  in  my  ftatutes  ;  ye  fliall  be  my  people  and  I 
will  be  your  God,”  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  27,  28.  “  They 
fliall  return  to  me  with  their  whole  heart,”  for.  xxiv, 
7.  with  many  others.  The  Lord  ftill  utters  himfelf 
in  terms  of  imnipotency,  as  putting  forth  an  almighti- 
nefs  of  power ;  which,  as  it  needs  not,  fo  it  will  not 

(yea. 
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(yea,  it  cannot  with  a  falvo  to  his  honor)  admit  th£ 
Icaft  dependence  upon  created  power  to  make  it  fiu> 
cefstul  :  “  his  word  fhall  not  return  unto  him  void  ; 
n  ha!!  accomplifh  that  which  he  pleaftth,  and  prof- 
pet  in  the  thing  whereunto  he  fends  it,,,  Ifa.  lv.  i  \l 
c’  I  le  that  was  dead,  comes  forth  at  his  word,  thou°h 
bound  hand  and  toot,”  John  xi.  44.  ° 

sJt'g.  II.  Converfion  is  a  creation- work  ;  which, 
though  clone  by  degrees,  mud  be  gone  through  with$ 
and  that  by  him  who  laid  the  foundation  ;  or  all  the 
foregoing  parts  (as  convidion,  f£c.)  will  moulder  and 
come  to  nothing,  As,  when  Adam  was  to  be  made, 
the  Lord  fir  ft  prepares  the  earth,  then  moulds  it  in 
luch  a  tortn,  and  then  “  breathes  into  him  the  breath 
of  lire  el fe  that  lump  had  never  been  a  living  foul.” 
So,  in  the  new  creation,  the  Lord  works,  and  goes  on 
to  work,  and  leaves  it  not,  until  he  fets  it  a-going* 
He  doth  not  only  caufe  the  light  to  fliine  into  dark- 
nefs,  but  gives,  withal,  a  iuitable  underftanding,  1 
John,  v.  20.  a  faculty  connatural  with  the  objed,  as 
without  which  thedarknefs  would  never  comprehend  it, 
John,  i.  Ezekiel  might  hav  prophefied  till  dgom’s 
day,  ere  thofe  dry  bones  would  have  lived,  if  the 
Lord  himfelf  had  not  caufed  breath  to  enter  into 
them  :  and,  probably,  he  is  called  “  the  Father  of 
lights,”  James,  i.  1 7.  (plural)  to  denote,  that  as  well 
the  light  comprehending  (or  capacitating  our  com- 
prehen  lion)  is  from  God,  as  that  to  be  comprehended,' 
2  Cor.  ’V.  6.  “  In  his  light  we  fee  light,”  Pfalm 
xxxvi.  9. 

drg.  III.  God’s  effedual  working  in  this  matter/ 
and  the  neceffity  of  his  lo  working,  may  alfo  be  argu¬ 
ed  from  the  common  fenfe  ot  thofe  already  wrought 
upon,  and  brought  in  ;  by  whoffe  prayers  and  confef- 
fions  it  is  evident,  that  they  ft  ill  needed  a  powerful 
and  effectual  influence  to  carry  on  the  work  already, 
begun  :  cl  Turn  thou  me,  and  I  (hall  be  turned,” 
Jer.  xxxi.  18,  “  Quicken  us,  and  we  will  call  upon 

thee,”  Pfal.  Ixxx.  18.  “  Draw  me,  we  will  run  after 
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thee,”  Cant.  i.  4.  “  Not  that  we  are  fufficient  ot 

ourfelves  to  think  any  thing,  but  our  lufficiency  is  ot 
God,”  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  “  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 

liveth  in  me,”  &c.  Gal.  ii.  20.  Hence  it  readily  fol¬ 
lows,  that  if  thofe  already  turned,  and  made  partakers 
of  the  divine  nature,  whole  hearts  are  fi xed  in  the 
good  ways  of  God,  and  who  defire  nothing  more  than 
to  walk  in  them  ;  cannot  yet  keep  themfelves  going, 
without  a  continued  efficacious  influx  and  fpring  from 
above  ;  much  lefs  can  the  natural  man  (without  the 
like  lupernatural  and  divine  efficacy),  effectually  bend 
himfelf  to  a  compliance  with  them  :  for,  “  It  is  2n 
abomination  to  tools  to  depart  from  evil,’’  Prov. 
xiii.  19. 

Arg.  IV.  If  the  Lord  did  not  work  effectually,  he 
fhould  lofe  the  honour  of  his  work.  If  the  efficacy 
of  grace  fhould  depend  on  the  human  will  (that  is,  if 
grace  fhould  be  rendered  effectual  by  fome  motion  or 
aCt  of  the  will,  which  grace  is  not  the  author  of), 
then  will  nature  aflume  the  priority  ;  works  will  glo¬ 
ry  over  grace,  and  free-will  will  be  faid  to  be  better 
than  free-grace  ;  tor,  that  the  lefs  is  blefled  of  the  bet¬ 
ter,  is  without  contradiction,  Heb.  vii.  7.  and  that 
that  which  fanCtifies,  is  greater  than  that  which  is 
fanClified  by  it,  is  io  obvious,  that  Chrift  appeals  it  to 
the  reafon  of  fools  and  blind.  Matt,  xxiii.  1 9.  If, 
therefore,  you  will  grant,  that  grace  is  better  than 
nature  ;  follow  it  mull,  that  the  will  is  blefled  and 
fanClified  by  grace,  namely,  by  its  powerful  and  ef¬ 
fectual  operation  upon  it.  And  here,  indeed,  lies  the 
honour  and  efficacy  of  grace  ;  not  in  a  vincible  mov¬ 
ing,  exciting,  perluading,  or  threatening  the  will  to  a 
compliance  but  in  taking  off  its  natural  bias,  and 
placing  it,  as  it  were,  on  the  other  fide  ;  working  the 
heart  into  a  kindly  agrceablenefs  with  the  divine  will, 
which  before  was  fo  contrary  to  it  :  and  thus  the 
Lord  doth,  and  thus  he  will  do,  wherefoever  he  will 
be  gracious  ;  though  never  fo  much  againft  the  pref- 
ent  mind  and  natural  propenfion  of  the  fubjeft  :  and 

...  yet 
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yet  there  is  no  fuch  tiling  as  forcing  the  will,  as  ye 

Arg.  V.  The  dodhine  of  effedlual  calling  is  further 
confirmed,  from  the  office  of  Chrift  as  a  Redeemer  j 
which  was  not  only  to  pdrehafe,  but  to  put  us  in  ac¬ 
tual  putfellion  of  the  good  things  he  purchafed  for  us. 
Redemption,  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  reconciliation, 
are  relatives,  commenfurate,  and  infeparable,  Ephef. 

i.  7.  chap.  ii.  13.  16.  Heb.  ii.  17.  It  is  not  only  a 
reconcileable  flate  that  Redemption  puts  us  into,  but 
a  flate  of  adlual  reconcilement,  Rom.  v.  8,  9,  10, 
Col.  i.  20,  21,  22.  it  “  abolifhes  the  enmity,”  Eph. 

ii.  1 5.  “  makes  an  end  of  fin,  and  brings  in  everlaft- 
ing  righteoufnefs,”  Dan.  ix.  24.  On  this  account 

'  our  Saviour  bears  that  glorious  title,  “  Thou  (halt 
call  his  name  Jefus  ;  for  he  (hall  fave  his  people  from, 
their  fins,”  Matt.  i.  21.  and  for  this  caufe  was  the 
Son  of  God  manifefted,  that  he  might  deftroy  the 
works  of  the  devil,”  1  John,  iii.  8.  Now,  of  thole 
works  blindnefs  of  mind  is  the  firfbborn,  and  fofter- 
mother  to  all  the  reft,  2  Cor  iv.  4.  it  is  that  keeps 
the  foul  in  unbelief,  as  under  locks  and  bars  ;  and 
therefore  muft  of  neceflity  be  difpelled  ;  which  can 
only  be  clone  by  caufing  the  true  light  to  fhine  effec¬ 
tually  :  as  he  did  the  light  of  this  world  in  the  firft 
creation,  which  the  fcripture  refembles  it  to,  ver.  6. 
Hence  thofe  frequent  mentions  of  his  being  fent  “  to 
open  the  blind  eyes,”  Ifa.  xliii.  7.  to  give  light  to 
them  that  fit  in  darknels,  Luke,  i.  79.  and  to  bring 
forth  the  prifoners  from  t he  prilon-houfe,  Ifa.  xlix.  9, 
which  may  not  be  valued  as  things  in  defign,  yet  lia¬ 
ble  to  obstruction  ;  but  to  be  as  certainly  performed 
as  that  Chrift  fhould  die.  In  the  eviith  Pfalm,  it  is 
fpoken  of  as  done  already  ;  “  He  brought  them  out 
of  darknels  and  the  fhadow  of  death,  and  brake  their 
bands  in  funder,”  Pfal.  evii.  14.  and  that  he  fpeaks 
it  of  redeemed  ones,  appears  by  verfe  2.  Firft,  take 
them  as  in  darknefs  ;  and  he  is  fo  to  give  them  light, 
as  to  “  guide  their  feet  into  the  way  ot  peace,”  Luke, 
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L  79.  The  ftory  of  the  blind  man  in  Mark,  is  a  per¬ 
tinent  fhadow  of  it  ;  Chrift  fpits  on  his  eyes,  and  puts 
his  hand  upon  him  ;  as  yet  he  (aw  but  darkly,  “  men 
as  trees  walking  but  he  puts  his  hands  on  him 
again  ;  and  difmiffes  him  not  until  he  hath  made  him 
lee  clearly,  Mark,  viii.  23,  24,  25.  Then  take  them 
as  pri  (oners,  and  prifoncrs  in  the  pit,  Zech.  ix.  11. 
and  he  that  will  deliver  them  mult  not  only  open  the 
gate,  but  difarm  their  guard,  knock  off  their  (hackles, 
and  bring  them  forth  as  the  angel  did  Peter,  even 
tc  while  the  keepers  (locd  before  the  door,”  Adts,  xii. 
6,  7.  He  fo  calleth  his  fheep,  that  he  “  leadeih 
them  out,”  John,  x.  3.  and  this  he  doth,  by  the 
blood  of  his  covenant  ;  it  is  that  makes  thofe  in  the 
pit  to  be  pri(oners  of  hope,  Zech.  ix.  1 1,  12.  And 
thefe  effedts  as  duly  flow  from  Redemption,  as  light 
from  the  iun  :  it  is  therefore  expreflly  faid,  that  “  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  cleanfeth  from  all  fin,”  1  John, 
1.  7.  and  that  “we  are  fandtified  through  the  offering 
of  his  body  once  for  all,”  Heb.  x.  10.  This  gave 
the  apoftle  to  argue  fo  pofitively  in  Rom.  vi.  that 
“  if  planted  together  in  his  death,  we  (hall  be  alfo  in 
his  refurrection,”  Rom.  vi.  5.  and  to  put  that  em- 
phafis  upon  it  ;  that  “  if  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more  fhall  we  be  faved  by 
his  life.”  Rom.  v.  9,  10.  That  faying  of  Chrift  is 
much  to  our  purpole  ;  and  “  other  fheep  I  have, 
them  alfo  muft  I  bring,  and  they  fhall  hear  my  voice,” 
John,  x.  16.  this  muft ,  imports  a  duty  not  to  be  dif- 
penfed  with  ;  he  had  received  a  commandment  for  it 
from  the  Father,  ver.  38.  and  this Jhall,  that  effedlu- 
al  working,  whereby  he  fubdues  all  things  to  him- 
fe  If?”  and  whereby  they  are  made  to  believe,  Eph.  i. 
19.  The  fheep,  of  themfelves,  lie  as  crofs  to  this 
work  as  other  men  :  “  What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,” 
cries  the  pofteffed  Gadarene  ?  Mark,  v.  7.  but  being 
his  fheep,  he  muft  make  them  willing,  Pfal.  cx.  3. 
But  iuppofe  they  ftop  their  ears  ;  then  he  is  to  bore 
them  ;  for  “  lie  received  gifts  for  the  rebellious,” 
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Pfal.  lxviii.  i  8.  Men’s  averfenefs  does  not  lofe  Chriffc 
his  right  j  nor  (hall  it  render  his  work  ineffe&uaL 
hor  this  very  end  God  railed  him  up,  namely,  cc  to 
blefs^his  people,  in  turning  them  from  their  iniqui¬ 
ties,  Aets,  in.  26.  and  to  give  them  repentance,  and 
that  luch  as  hath  forgivenefs  of  fins  annexed  to  it, 
chap.  v.  31.  which  alio  he  doth  as  a  prince  ;  that  is, 
as  one  inverted  with  power  to  remove  whatever  might 
Jet  the  effect  of  his  purpofe  :  to  him  are  committed 
“  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,”  Rev.  i.  18.  From 
thefe  premiles  I  fafely  conclude,  that  what  Chrift,  as 
a  Redeemer,  came  to  do,  that  he  doth,  and  will  do  > 
and  that  none  of  his  work  flhall  fall  to  the  ground. 
What  he  faith  in  the  xviith  of  John,  is  prophetical  of 
what  he  will  fay  at  the  latter  day  :  “  I  have  finifhed 
the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do  ;  of  all  that 
thou  haft  given  me,  l  have  loft  nothing  ;  I  have  man- 
ifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gaveft  me 
out  of  the  world  ;  I  have  given  them  the  words  which 
thou  gaveft  me,  and  they  have  received  them,”  John, 
xvii.  4.  6.  8.  More  might  be  added  ;  but  by  thefe 
I  hope  it  is  evident,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  not  only  a 
Redeemer  to  pay  our  ranfom,  but  the  officer  appoint¬ 
ed  of  God  to  let  us  at  liberty,  even  that  glorious  lib¬ 
erty  of  the  Tons  of  God  :  and  this  is  that  plealure  of 
the  Lord  which  fhould  profper  in  his  hands,  Ifa.  xlix. 
10.  as  it  hath  done,  and  doth,  and  for  ever  (hall  : 
and  it  is  matter  of  great  conlolation  to  them  that  take 
hold  of  his  covenant. 

Secondly,  Ail  that  God  doth  for  men,  or  gives  to 
them,  in  order  to  their  falvation,  is  given  and  done 
freely.  Now,  a  thing  is  then  laid  to  be  thus  given  or 
done,  when  it  proceeds  from  the  mcer  good-will  and 
f  avour  ot  him  that  worketh,  or  giveth  ;  without  re- 
ipect  to  any  thing  done  or  deferved  by  the  receiver  ; 
it  is  a  voluntary  a ct  ;  fuppofing  no  obligation  in  him 
that  gives  ;  nor  any  attractive  or  obliging  virtue  in 
him  that  receives  ;  nor  yet  expectation  of  recompence 
from  him.  Much  need  not  be  laid  to  prove  the  free- 
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jgiving  of  the  things  we  are  fpeaking  of,  did  we  duly 
coniider,  1.  The  fovereign  greatnefs  of  him  that 
gives  :  it  is  the  Moft  High  God,  poffeffor  of  heaven 
and  earth  ;  who  is  infinitely  and  independently  blef- 
led  in  himlelf,  and  therefore  cannot  be  added  unto, 
nor  receive  from  any  creature.  Who  can  give  to 
him,  that  gives  to  all  their  life  and  breath  ?  2.  The 

fuper-excellent,  unfpeakable  worth  of  the  things  that 
are  given  :  the  firft  and  chief  is  our  Lord  Jehus 
Chrift  ;  whofe  dignity  was  filch,  that  heaven  and  earth 
were  too  low  a  price  to  fet  them  at,  efpecially  to  be 
given  as  he  was  ;  and  in  him  righteoiifnfcis  and 
ftrength,  adoption  and  reconciliation,  grace  and  glory, 
3.  The  vanity  and  wretchednefs  of  thofe  on  whom 
they  are  befiowed  :  both  Scripture  and  experience 
{peak  nothing  of  them  in  their  naturals,  but  what  be- 
fpeaks  a  condition  every  way  deplorable,  and  incapable 
of  yielding  motives  for  fuch  a  gift  j  as  is  (hewn  be¬ 
fore.  But  being  fo  greatly  in  love  with  ourielves,  and 
fond  of  our  own  improvments,  and  io  ftiffly  bent  to 
a  covenant  of  works,  to  help  us  off  thofe  dangerous 
fhelves,  let  us  dwell  a  while  on  the  following  argu¬ 
ments. 

I*  Is  taken  from  the  nature  and  import  of 
the  covenant  of  grace.  This  covenant  is  that  which 
all  profeffing  Chriitians  profefs  to  be  faved  by,  how¬ 
ever  they  differ  about  the  import  and  latitude  of  it. 
But  if  we  receive  the  fcriptural  notion  (which  needs 
muft  be  the  righted),  we  {hall  find,  that  it  is  of  the 
very  nature  and  fubftance  of  this  covenant,  to  give 
freely  and  abfoiutely  •  without  conditioning  for  *any 
thing  to  be  done  by  men,  as  the  ground  or  motive 
thereof.  All  that  God  doth  for  thofe  he  will  lave,  is 
for  his  name’s  fake  ;  which  name  is  recorded  in 
Exod.  xxx iv.  5.  6.  “  The  Lord  God,  gracious  and 

merciful,”  &t.  To  be  gracious,  is  to  do  well  to  one 
that  deferves  ill  ;  and  if  otherwife,  it  would  be  but  af¬ 
ter  the  covenant  of  works,  or  firft  covenant  :  which 
yet  was  not  faulty  or  defective  in  itfelf,  for  it  gave  a 
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fufficiency  to  obtain  the  benefits  propofed  by  it ;  which 
if  they  had  ufcd  and  improved  as  they  might,  there 
would  not  have  needed  a  fecond.  But  the  Lord  fore¬ 
knowing  the  creature’s  mutability,  and,  confequently, 
what  need  there  would  be  of  another  kind  of  power 
and  grace  than  that  Adam  was  created  with,  did 
therefore  determine  of  a  fecond  :  which  in  Scripture 
is  called  the  hope  of  eternal  life,  which  God,  who 
cannot  lie,  promifed  before  the  world  began,  Tit.  i. 
2.  It  is  called  the  covenant  of  grace,  not  only  as 
clefigning  the  glory  of  his  grace  in  the  laving  ot  men  ; 
but  as  giving  treely,  and  of  meer  grace  and  favour, 
whatever  mult  bring  about  that  falvation  :  tor  where 
elfe  can  lie  the  difference  between  the  two  covenants  ? 
It  cannot  be  in  refpedt  of  the  eafinefs  and  difficulty  of 
the  duties  enjoined  ;  for  faith  and  repentance  are 
much  more  above  the  compafs  ot  natural  power,  than 
to  forbear  the  forbidden  tree  :  but  the  difference  lies 
in  this,  that  the  new  covenant  conlifts  in  better  pro- 
mifes  ;  and  this  betternefs,  in  the  free,  ablolute,  in¬ 
dependent  engagement  ol  God  himlelf,  to  inveft  his 
covenant  ones  with  all  things  conducing  to  the  blef- 
lednels  held  forth  ;  as  well  that  to  be  done  on  their 
part,  as  on  his  own  upon  their  doing  of  it  :  that  is, 
plainly,  to  give  to  them,  and  work  in  them,  whatever 
in  this  covenant  he  requires  of  them.  The  law  (hews 
matter  of  duty,  but  gives  not  wherewith  to  perform 
it  :  the  covenant  of  grace  does  both,  by  writing  the 
law  in  the  heart  :  and  without  this,  it  would  ftill  have 
been  but  a  covenant  of  works,  be  the  duties  enjoined 
whatever  you  will.  It  therefore  runs  not  upon  con¬ 
ditional  or  fallible  terms,  “  I  will,  if  ye  will.”  but 
abfoiute  and  fovereign,  I  will,  and  ye  (hall.”  This 
covenant  does  not  only  give  life  upon  terms  of  believ¬ 
ing  ;  but  faith  alfo  and  holinefs,  as  the  necefiary 
means  of  attaining  that  life  :  and  this,  not  upon  your 
ingenuous  compliance  (as  fame  term  it),  or  better 
improvment  of  what  you  have  in  common  with  other 
men  (tuch  allegations  the  Lord  dilallows*  and  often 
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cautions  againft),  but  of  grace.  It  is  a  covenant  made 
up  of  promifes  ?  and  promife  (by  Scripture  inten  men 
is  always  free  :  both  freely  made,  and  r c ^  )  PCI* 
formed,  without  the  defert  or  procurement  oi  men. 
Take  Ifaac  for  inftance  :  Abraham’s  body  was  now 
dead,  and  for  Sarah  (befides  her  natural  barrenneis,) 

“  it  ccafed  to  be  with  her  after  the  manner  of  wo¬ 
men, ”  and  yet  Sarah  (ball  have  a  fon,  Gen.  xvin. 
ii.  14.  But  how  ?  The  promife  had  in  it  (though  A- 
braham  and  Sarah  had  not)  whatever  might  tend  to 
Ifaac’s  conception  and  birth  ;  and  for  this  caufe  he 
was  called  “  the  fon  of  the  promife,”  Gal.  iv;  23. 
28.  as  alfo  believers  are,  Rom.  ii.  8.  Gal.  iii.  29- 
they  are  alfo  termed  “  heirs  of  promite  ,  ^  Heb.  \i. 
17.  And  on  this  account  Chrift  is  caked  the  ‘c  pro- 
mifed  feed,”  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  “  Spirit  of  pro- 
mife  ;  namely  to  Ibevv  the  independent  freene»s  oi 
thofe  divine  gifts  ;  the  promife  of  fending  them, 
their  actual  coming,  and  effectual  operations,  aie  ail 
free,  and  free  in  all  refpcdls.  This  <c  dew  fiom  the 

Lord  waiteth  not  for  men,”  Micah,  v.  7. 

For  further  illuftration,  the  Jews  are  a  pertinent 

inftance, as  ye  read  in  Jeremy,  (Jer.  xxxii.  30  35*) 

they  had  done  nothing"  but  evil  from  their  youth  up, 
and  were  a  continual  provocation  ;  and  when  fcatter- 
ed  among  the  nations,  were  no  whit  betteied  ;  buc 
caufed  even  the  heathen  to  bkifpheme  :  and  yet  not- 
withftandmg  all  this,  the  Lord  will  gather  them,  and 
“give  them  an  heart  to  fear  him  for  ever.  ver.  37—44. 
and  this,  even  while  they  were  not  moved,  neither 
could  they  blufh,  chap.  viii.  12.  See  alfo  with  what 
inexprefTible  freeneis  of  grace  the  Lord  deals  with 
them  in  the  xliiid  of  Ifaiah,  <c  I,  even  I  am  he  that 
blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffion, — and  will  not  remem¬ 
ber  thy  fins,”  I  fa.  xlni.  215.  But  what  is  the  intro¬ 
duction  to  this  fo  great  a  promife  ?  fee  it,  and  wonder 
at  it  !  “  Thou  haft  not  called  upon  trie,  O 

Jacob,  but  thou  haft  been  weary  of  me,  O  Ifrael 
thou  haft  not  brought  me  the  fmall  cattle  of  thy 
burnt -offerings  :  tfiou  haft  bought  me  no  fwcet  cane 
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with  thy  money  ?  but  haft  made  me  to  ferve  wub 
t  )y  (ms,  and  wearied  me  with  thine  iniquities  ”  ver 

l2\Z?  Ii24'-*!  ’  even  1  (whom  haft  dealt  Vo  un¬ 
billed  Ct' ft  aP,d  d'r,n§!nuoufly>  I)  am  he  that 

t  iy  tranigieflions,  ior  mine  own  fake,” 

for"  «■  rai  l  "S  W,aS  a  great  th’ng  'hey  looked  not 
demw’  JM  eonfidering  themfelves,  and  what  their 
demeanour  had  been,  they  had  no  reafon  to  look  for 

not  the"1  i  ■Wh;dyt  13  clear’  that  8race  refpefls 
not  the  worth, nefs  of  men  in  what  it  does  for  them  • 

my,  it  muft  relped  their  unworthinefs  rather,  as  that 
by  which  grace  is  more  iilyftrated,  and  the  glory 
thereof  more  advanced  ;  in  that,  “  where  fin  abound¬ 
ed,  grace  did  much  more  abound,’-’  Rom.  v.  2o.  And 
1  aul  proclaims  it  as  verified  on  himfelfj  “  I  was  a 
b  alphemer,  and  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious:  but  I 
obtained  mercy  j  and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  abundant,”  (i Tim.  i.  ,3.)  and  hereupon  he 
ta.  s  to  adoring  that  grace ;  “  Now,  to  the  King  eter¬ 
nal,  lm mortal,  invisible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  ho- 
nou{  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen“  fverfe  I  -  ^ 

f  1  he  nches  ot  mercT  is  made  cut  by  faving  the  chief 
ol  tinners,  and  in  quickening  them  when  dead,  (Eph. 

n.  1.4.)  and  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  apofties 
whenever  they  mention  the  grace  of  God  in  faving! 
quic  cenmg,  isc.  give  not  the  leatt  intimation  of  men’s 
worthmds,  preparednefs,  compliance,  or  any  fuch 
thing  ;  but  dead  in  fins,  and  quickening,  come  one  on 
the  neck  of  the  other  (as  light  does  upon  aarkncfs, 

^  ,  in  no  f°rt  induces  the  light,  or  prepares  the 
dark  earth  or  air  for  it),  as  is  abundantly  evident  in 
all  their  epi  files.  And  how  often  does  the  Lord  de¬ 
clare  again  ft  all  the  pretenfions  of  men,  as  to  their  ac~ 
tivenclsjn  this  matter,  in  Jfaiab,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel, 
HoRa  :  cjjc.  and  as  a  bar  to  thofe  pretenfions,  the  ho¬ 
ly  people  he  calls,  “  A  people  iought  out  and 
proclaims,  “  I  am  found  or  them  that  fought  me  not.J? 
This  I  fliall  end  with  a  very  oofervable  inftance  with- 
in  ng  own  memory;  and  1  bring  it  not  in  for  proof, 

biu 
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but  illuftration.  I  knew  a  man,  who  when  he  came 
under  conviftions,  endeavoured  with  all  his  rnigit  to 
ftifle  them  :  his  conviftions  grew  ftronger,  and  he 
hardened  himfelf  againft  them  :  he  faw  then  tendency  . 
but  was  fo  op  port  te  to  it,  that  he  refolved,  in  exprels 
terms,  he  would  not  l>e  a  puritan,  whatever  came  o 
it.  To  the  church  he  muft  go,  his  matter  would  have 
it  fo  ;  but  this  was  his  wont,  to  loll  over  the  feat,  with 
his  fingers  in  both  his  ears  :  (here  general  or  condi¬ 
tional  ^grace  was  furely  nonplufled.)  But  a  chofen 
vefiel  mutt  not  be  fo  loft  :  now  fteps  in elefting  grace, 
and,  by  a  cafual  flip  of  his  elbow,  drew  out  the  flop- 
pers,  and  fent  in  a  word  from  the  pulpit,  which,  like 
fire  from  heaven,  melted  his  heart,  and  cart  it  in  a 
new  mould.  Surely,  in  this  the  Lord  did  not  wait 
for  the  man’s  compliance  or  improvements ;  his  work 
was  not  originated  thence,  nor  dependent  thereon. 

Arg.  II.  If  all  that  pertains  to  falvation  were  not 
given  freely,  falvation  itfelf  would  not  be  of  grace  ; 
for  “  to  him  that  worketh,  is  the  reward  not  reckoned 
of  grace,  but  of  debt,”  (Rom.  iv.  4.)  but  Salvation 
is  of  grace,  (Eph.  ii  5.)  “  By  grace  ye  are  laved. 

And  again,  ver.  8.  “By  grace  ye  are  favcd,  through 
faith  where  alfo,  left  the  adding  of  faith  fhould  oc- 
cafion  a  leflening  of  that  grace,  or  feem  to  detract 
from  the  freenefs  of  it,  he  cautioufly  jubjoins,  that 
this  faith  is  the  work  of  that  grace,  “  not  of  your- 
felvec,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.”  For  if  grace  be  perfect¬ 
ly  free  in  choofing,  it  muft  be  anfwerably  free  in  giv¬ 
ing  and  applying  the  means  to  bring  about  the  end  it 
hath  chofen  us  to  :  for  if  the  effeft  of  the  means 
.fhould  depend  upon  fomething  to  be  done  by  men, 
which  grace  is  not  the  doer  of,  then  works  would  put 
in  for  a  lhare  in  the  glory  of  men’s  falvation  ;  and  fo 
the  grace  of  God  would  be  dethroned,  and  be  as  if  it 
were  not  ;  grace  is  no  more  grace,  as  is  argued  in 
Rom.  xi.  16. 

Arg.  III.  Spiritual  bleflings  muft  be  given  freely, 
and  of  pure  grace,  becaufe  the  natural  man  cannot 

perform 


A  FKACTIGAL  discourse 


perform  any  fuch  ad  as  might  be  motive  for  fueh  a 

fn  ofFeHn^The0  foftf "  h  g°°K  th ' y  may  do’  as  Cain 

crufe  nnt°  rt  •  ft'^ults  >  but  not  acceptable,  be- 

fauic  not  done  in  a  due  manner  ;  that  is^  in  faith 

he  want  of  which  makes  incenfe  itfelfan  abomination’ 

fa-i.  13.  14.  If  without  faith  it  be  impoffible  to  pleats 

God  t,  muftbe  impoffible  t()  g  £*£ 

SaVumn  i!’  r7  T?  G°d  l°  fa!^ 

oa.vation  is  prom, led  to  faith,  remiffion  of  (ins  to  re- 

&  tfh"  bflefled  v,fion  to  Parity  of  heart  :  but 

fi cation  if  16  C  graCeS  Pr°mifed  t0  any  or  quali- 
ation  inferior  to,  or  going  before  the  graces  them- 

ielves  ;  our  holy  calling,  and  the  waftring  ot  regenera- 
S  Te  ar'  not  -intit,'d  <0  by  «-ork!  ot  ourlwo,™ 

i  mi.  1.  9.  Tit.  in.  5.  ’ 

b /j*'  IV'  Ifany  °(the  requifites  to  falvation  fhould 
-gven  upon  condition,  reafon  would  it  fhould  be 
that  which  in  worth  and  virtue  contained  all  the  reft 
and  without  which  the  reft  had  never  been,  or  been 
of  none  effect,  and  that  is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  of 
om  it  is  fatd,  that  “  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  godhead 
dweHs  .11  him  bodily,”  Col.  ,i.  9.  «  and  thal  out  of 
•  fu/ne  s  al1  grace  is  received,”  John,  i.  16.  the  foV- 
mg  of  whom  was  the  moft  fuperfative  commendation 
of  God  s  love  to  men,  Rom.  v.  8.  and  is  therefore 
termed  ‘  the,  or  “  that  gift  of  God,”  John,  iv.  10. 
being  (uch  a  gift  as  comprehends  al!  others.  And  as 
touc.ung  the  free  and  unconditional  giving  of  Chrift 
fee  that  ancient  authentic  record  in  Gen.  iii.  1  r  “  p’ 
tball  bruife  thy  head  :”  wherein  is  contained  an  abfo- 
utc  free  promife  to  fend  the  Son  of  God,  in  human 
l  elh  to  be  a  Redeemer.  And  we  evidently  know, 
t  lat  his  aft ua I  coming  and  performance  thereof,  was 
not  fyfpended  on  any  defert  or  worthiness  of  men  • 
how  could  it,  when  after  the  fall  they  did  not,  nor 
could  do  any  thing  but  what  might  turn  his  heart 
more  againft  them  ?  Por  evidence  hereof,  we  need 
not  go  out  of  the  context  :  do  but  obferve  the  firft 
•  it, am  s  carriage,  anil  the  manner  of  it,  a  little  before 
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the  promife  was  made  :  firft,  they  believe  the  ferpent 
rather  than  God ;  then  they  break  the  commandment 
of  life,  when  they  had  neither  need  nor  occafion  fo  to 
do.  This  done,  and  finding  themfelves  loft,  they  do 
not  fo  much  as  feek  after  God  for  help,  but  rather  to 
hide  themfelves  from  him  ;  fo  far  from  confeffing 
themfelves  faulty,  that  they  charge  God  foolifhly,  and 
fhift  the  blame  of  their  milcarriage  upon  him  ;  “  The 
woman  whom  thou  gaveft  to  be  with  me,  floe  gave  me 
of  the  tree — and  the  ferpent  (which  alfo  is  a  creature 
pf  thy  making),  lie  beguiled  me,”  &c.  Here  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  their  deportment  that  looks  like  the  motive  of 
fuch  a  promife.  But,  though  they  run  from  God, 
he  will  not  fo  part  with  them  ;  yea,  he  follows  them, 
finds  them  out,  and,  for  a  door  of  hope,  freely  pro- 
nounceth  this  gracious  promife,  of  fending  his  Son  to 
deftroy  this  old  ferpent,  the  devil ;  and,  confequently, 
the  ferpentine  nature,  that  had  now  inftilled  and  min¬ 
gled  itielf  with  theirs.  It  is  the  firft  promulgation  of 
the  gofpel,  and  (peaks  with  as  much  abfolutcnels  as 
words  can  exprefs,  "  It  fhall  bruile  thy  head.”  This 
I  infift  the  more  upon,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  that  was 
made  in  time,  and  that  out  of  which  all  following 
promifes  are  educed. 

The  intent  of  this  promife,  was  Adam’s  recovery 
and  comfort  ;  who,  doubtlefs,  at  this  time,  was  in  a 
very  difconfolate  condition  ;  as  lying  under  a  frefh 
fenfe  of  the  happinefs  he  had  loft,  and  the  woful  efiate 
he  was  now  plunged  into  ;  and  therefore  it  was  ne- 
ceiTary  (if  Adam  lhall  have  comfort  by  it),  that  the 
terms  thereof  be  altogether  free  and  abiolute  :  for, 
fuppofe  them  to  be  conditional,  as,  namely,  if  Adam 
fhall  now  repent  and  convert  himfelf ;  if  he  (hall  bet¬ 
ter  improve  a  fecond  ftock  (or  rather,  the  cankered 
remnant  of  that  he  had  at  firft),  my  Son  then  (hall 
come  into  this  lower  world,  to  ftill  that  enemy  and 
avenger :  his  life  fhall  go  for  thy  life  ;  I  will  be  friends 
with  thee,  and  reftore  thee  to  thy  former  ftate.  Aft 
ibis,  and  more  of  this  kind,  had  yielded  but  little 
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comfort  of  hope  to  a  guilty  and  defiled  confcience, 
who  found  itfelf  not  only  naked,  and  wholly  bereft  of 
its  primitive  righteoufnels,  but  at  enmity  with  its  Cre¬ 
ator,  and  a  bond-flave  to  Satan  :  for  fuch  reafonings 
as  theie  would  have  broke  in  like  a  flood,  to  bear 
down,  and  ftifle  all  hopes  of  future  fuccefs,  efpecially, 
if  when  1  was  in  fo  blefted  a  date,  and  endued  with 
power  to  keep  the  law,  upon  fo  flight  a  temptation  I 
yielded  and  fell  ;  how  fhould  I  rife  now  1  am  down, 
and  my  ftrength  is  gone  ?  If  when  1  had  freedom  of 
will,  and  flood  upright,  I  fo  eafily  warped  into  crook¬ 
ed  paths ;  how  can  I  hope  to  return,  and  do  better,  now 
my  will  is  fo  perverted,  and  bent  to  a  contrary  courfe  ? 
If  whilft  I  had  eyes  in  my  head,  and  law  things  with 
clearnefs  I  yet  loft  my  way,  and  wandered  ;  how 
fhould  I  think  to  recover  it,  being  now  both  fadly 
bewildered,  and  my  eyes  put  out  ?  How  fhould  I 
bring  a  dean  thing  out  of  an  unclean,  who  kept  not 
my  heart  clean  when  it  was  fo  ?  How  fhould  1  gain 
more  with  fewer  talents,  who  ran  myfelf  out  of  all 
when  I  had  abundantly  more  ?  Grapes  will  not 
grow  upon  thorns,  nor  figs  on  thirties  :  nay,  were  my 
primitive  ftate  reftored  to  me  on  the  former  terms,  I 
could  not  expeft  to  keep  it,  having  this  woful  expe¬ 
rience  of  fo  caufdels  and  dreadful  an  apoftacy,  &c. 

It  was  therefore  importantly  neceflary,  that  this 
iirfl  promife,  made  upon  fo  great  and  folemn  an  oc« 
otlion,  and  bearing  in  it  all  the  hopes  and  comforts  of 


God’s  people  to  eternity,  fhould  be  thoroughly  free 
and  abfolute,  and  not  depend,  in  the  leaft,  upon  any 
good  thing  to  be  done  by  men  as  the  condition  of  it. 
And  if  Chrift  be  given  freely,  there  is  good  ground  of 
arguing  thence,  the  free  giving  of  Idler  things  :  for, 
he  that  fpared  not  In:  own  Son,  how  (hall  he  not 
with  hirn  freely  give  us  all  things  ?”  Rom.  viii.  32. 
tC  Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat  ?”  Matt.  vi.  23.  Is 
not  Chrift  more  than  faich  and  all  grace  ?  Has  God 
given  us  the  flefh  of  his  Son,  which  is  meat  indeed  ; 
-n  1  vvi'j  he  n  )t  rcftoro  our  withered  hand  to  receive 

ft  > 
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it  ?  It  cannot  be  ;  efpedally  confidering,  that  this 
■may  be  done  with  a  word  ;  and  without  this,  the 
other  would  be  loft,  and  as  water  fpiit  in  the  ground. 
But  though  this  promile  of  (Thrift  be  virtually  a  prom- 
ife  of  all  grace  ;  yet,  becaufe  of  our  ftownels  of  heart 
to  believe,  and  to  win  us  off  from  our  legalizing  no¬ 
tions,  the  Lord  condefcends  to  gratify  his  people  in 
words,  as  well  as  fubftance  :  and  therefore, 

Arg.  V.  To  make  it  expretsly  evident,  that  all 
fpiritual  bleflings  are  perfectly  free,  he  hath  put  them 
all  into  abtolute  promifes.  Not  that  all  promifes  run 
in  that  tenor  :  many  of  them  have  conditions  annex¬ 
ed  ;  which  alio  (in  their  place)  have  a  very  fignificant 
ufefulnefs :  i.  As  proofs  of  our  willing  fubjeCtion  to 
God,  Gen.  xxii.  12.  2.  As  directives  by  what  medi¬ 
ums  we  mult  get  to  the  bleffednefs  deligned  us,  John, 
in.  16.  and  xiv.  6.  and  how  qualified  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  it,  Matth.  v.  8.  2  Cor.  vii.  1.  3.  As  marks 

and  evidences  of  our  being  in  the  way  to  it,  and  of 
thofe  to  whom  it  doth  belong,  Mark,  xv.  16.  Rom. 
viii.  x.  John,  x.  9.  But  this  annexion  of  condition 
does  not  imply  a  power  in  men  to  perform  them  ; 
though  performed  they  muft  be,  before  we  come  to 
the  promife  reward  ;  nor  does  the  effeft  of  thofe 
promifes  depend  upon  any  a(5t  to  be  done  by  us,  which 
iome  other  promife  doth  not  provide  us  with.  But 
that  great  fundamental  promife,  on  which  is  founded 
our  hopes  of  eternal  life,  was  abfolute  ;  it  was  given 
before  the  world  ;  Tit.  i.  2.  Though  clearly  condi¬ 
tional  to  him  wrth  whom  the  compact  was  made,  yet 
perfectly  fiee  and  ablolute  to  us  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
adding  of  conditions  to  after-promifes,  may  not  be 
taken  as  invalidating  that  firft  promife,  or  as  a  defea¬ 
zance  to  it.  It  is  a  Scripture  maxim,  that  “  the  cov¬ 
enant  which  was  before  confirmed  of  God  in  Thrift, 
the  law  (which  was  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  af¬ 
ter)  cannot  difannul,  that  it  fhould  make  the  promife 
01  none  effect,  Gal.  iii.  17.  The  like  may  be  laid 
of  promifes  made  in  time,  namely,  that  the  condi¬ 
tionality 
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tionality  of  fome  does  not  nuke  void  the  abfolutenefs 
of  others.  As  the  law  was  to  Chrift,  fuch  are  condi¬ 
tional  promifes  to  the  abfolute  ;  they  fhew  what  we 
fhould  be  and  do  j  and,  by  confequence,  that  we  can 
neither  be  nor  do  as  we  fhould  ;  and  thence  infer  to 
us,  the  neceftity  of  divine  grace  to  undertake  for  us  , 
and  then,  indeed,  and  not  till  then,  is  the  freenefs  of 
grace  adorable,  which  promifeth  help  in  terms  of  an 
abfolute  tenor.  And  accordingly  we  find  that  what¬ 
ever  is  in  one  feripture  made  the  condition  of  accep¬ 
tance  with  God,  and  eternal  life,  in  other  feriptures 
thole  very  conditions  are  pro  mi  fed  without  condition  ; 
fome  of  which  we  have  a  profped:  of  in  the  following 
balance,  which  being  that  of  the  fanCtuarv,  may  well 
be  allowed  to  caft  it  :  nor  would  it  be  once  debated, 
if  men  knew  their  in tereft  ;  for  intereft  will  not  lie. 


Conditional  Promifes .  Promifes  of  the  Condition . 


“  Wafh  ye,  make  you 
clean  :  ceafe  to  do  evil  ; 
learn  to  do  well  :  come, 
now,  and  let  usrealon  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  though  your 
fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
(hall  be  white  as  lhow,” 
11a.  i.  16,  17,  1 S. 


<c 


<c  Repent  and  turn  ;  fo 
iniquity  (hall  not  be  your 
ruin,”  Ezek.  xviiii.  30. 

Make  you  a  new 
heart,  and  a  new  Ipirit,” 


Ezek.  xvui.  a  1 


‘  i  Tear,  and  your  fouj 
ill  all  live,'1  11a.  lv.  3.  44  If 
thou  Ilia  It  feck  the  Lord 
thy  God,  thou  (halt  find 
it'  thou  feek  him 

with 


Then  will  I  (prinkle 
clean  water  upon  you,  and 
ye  fhall  be  clean  :  from 
all  your  filthinefs  will  I 
cleanfe  you,”  Ezek.xxxvi. 
25.  “I  will  forgive  your 
iniquity  ;  and  your  fin  1 
will  remember  no  more, 
Jer.  xxxi.  34. 

44  I  will  put  a  new  fpirit 
within  you,”  Ezek.  xi.  19, 
44  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I 
give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit 
will  I  put  within  you,” 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  26. 

44  Thou  (halt  return, 
and  obey  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,”  Deut.  xxx.  8, 
44  They  fhall  return  unto 
me  with  their  whole  heart* 

Jer. 


r  - - 


. 
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Conditional  Promifes . 

with  thy  whole  heart/’ 
Deut.  iv.  29. 

<c  Then  (hall  we  know, 
if  we  follow  on  to  know 
the  Lord,  Hofea,  vi.  3. 

“  Circumcife,  therefore, 
the  forefkin  of  your  heart, 
Deut.  x.  16. 

“  Return,  O  backllid- 
ing  children,”  Jer.  iii.  14. 

“  If  ye  be  willing  and 
obedient,  ye  fhall  eat  the 
good  of  the  land,”  Ifa.  i. 

9- 

“  I  will  yet  for  this  be 
enquired  of  by  the  houfe 
of  Ifrael,”  Ezek.  xxxvi. 

37- 

“  He  that  endureth 
unto  the  end,  the  fame 
fliall  be  faved,”  Matth. 
xxiv.  13. 


Promifes  of  the  Condition . 

Jer.  xxiv.  7.  “  I  ami 

found  of  them  that  fought 
me  not,”  Ifa.  Ixv.  1. 

“  Thou  fhalt  call  me. 
My  Father,  and  fhalt  not 
turn  from  me,”  Jer.  iii. 
r9. 

“  The  Lord  thy  God  will 
circumciie  thine  heart,” 
Deut.  xxx.  6. 

“  I  will  heal  their  back- 
flidings,”  Hof.  xiv.  4. 

“  Thy  people  fhall  be 
willing,”  Pfal.  cx.  3.  “  I 
will  caufe  you  to  walk  in 
my  ftatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvi. 
27.  Phil.  ii.  13. 

-  cc  I  will  pour  upon  the 
houfe  of  David,  the  Spirit 
of  grace  and  fupplica- 
tions,”  Zech.  xii.  10. 

“  They  fliall  not  de¬ 
part  from  me,”  Jer.  xxxii. 
40.  “  Who  fliall  confirm 
you  unto  the  end,”  1  Cor 
i.  8.  J er.  iii.  1  o. 


Thefe  are  fome  of  tnofe  many  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promifes,  by  which  we  are  made  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  and  if  duly  confidered 
would  much  conduce  to  eftablifh  the  prefent  truth, 
which  affirms  the  abfolute  free  giving  of  “  all  things 
pertaining  to  life  and  godlinefs,”  ver.  3.  and  this  noth¬ 
ing  more  painly  contradi&s,  than  to  make  the  dif- 
penfements  of  grace  to  depend  on  the  wills  and  im¬ 
provements  of  natural  men :  to  exclude  which  is  a 
principal  fcope  of  abfolute  promifes,  “  that  no  flefh 

fhould 
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ihould  glory  in  his  prefence,”  i  Cor.  i.  29.  fince  it  is 
God  that  worketh  all  in  all,  both  to  will  and  to  do  ; 
and  that  ot  his  own  good  plealute,  1  Cor.  xii.  6'! 
Phil*  ii.  13. 

I  here  are  yet  divers  things  alledged  againft  this 
doftrine  ;  which  the  holy  Scriptures,  with  reafons 
drawn  from  thence  and  iandtified  experience,  do  af¬ 
ford  a  plentiful  bar  and  anfwer  to  :  arid  this  fervice 
they  have  done  us,  to  bring  fome  things  to  mind  (be¬ 
fore  omitted)  which  may  prove  to  the  further  clearing 
and  confirmation  of  the  truth. 

Obj.  All  men  univeffally  (others  as  well  as  thofe 
you  call  the  eleft),  are  endued  with  means  fufficient 
for  falvation. 

Anfw.  It  fhall  be  far  from  us  to  leffen  the  means 
afforded  to  any  ;  or  their  fin  in  not  living  up  to  what 
they  have  :  they  have  all  meafts  to  be  better  than 
they  are  ;  and  yet  we  cannot  affent,  that  all  men  novr 
(tince  the  fall)  have  the  fufficiency  alledged  :  for,  of 
all  the  reft,  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  faith  in  him, 
muft  not  be  excluded  ;  but  thefe  all  men  have  not. 
In  a  great  part  of  the  world  Chrift  is  not  fo  much  as 
named,  and  “  how  fhall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard  ?”  Rom.  xi.  14.  and  where  the 
gofpel  is,  all  men  have  not  faith, ”  2  Theff.  iiL  2. 
For  men  to  believe  (or  fancy  rather)  that  fome  excel¬ 
lent  perfon  hath  interpofed  an  atonement,  to  keep  off 
vengeance  from  finful  men  (as  fome  fpeak),  is  not  to 
believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  but  rather  to 
ereft  an  altar  to  an  unknown  deity,  and  to  worfhip 
they  know  not  what.  Our  Saviour  tells  the  Jews 
(who  knew  that  Meffnh  cometh  46  If  ye  believe  not 
that  1  am  he,  ye  Ihill  die  in  your  fins,”  John,  viii.  24. 
For  other  reafons  alfo,  we  cannot  admit  the  objection, 
i.  Becaufe  it  lets  man  in  the  fame  ftate  now,  as  be¬ 
fore  the  fall  ;  then,  indeed,  they  had  a  fufficiency  to 
regain  their  prefent  ftate  ;  but  ever  lince,  all  are  born 
children  of  wrath,  and  enemies  to  God.  2.  Becaufe 
the  objection,  while  it  feems  to  magnify  common 

grace, 
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grace,  it  nullifies  the  fpecial  ;  as  if  God  no  more  re¬ 
garded  his  own  eled  than  other  men.  3.  Becaufe  it 
lays  a  foundation  for  felf-boafting  :  for,  if  all  have 
but  the  fame  means  given  from  above,  the  betternefs 
of  any  mufi  be  from  themfelves  ;  men  muft  make 
themfelves  to  differ  ;  which  is  contrary  to  all  reafon, 
fince  the  fame  means  can  have  but  the  fame  effeft 
upon  fubjeds  alike  qualified.  4.  Becaufe  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  fpeaks  expreffly  the  contrary  ;  and  that  of  thole 
who  had  the  likeliefl  fufficiency  of  any  others  ;  and 
yet  they  could  not  believe,”  John,  xii.  39.  and  of 
believers  themfelves,  that  “  they  cannot  think,”  2 
Cor.  iii.  3.  and  of  Chrift’s  own  difciples  (who,  of  all 
believers,  had  the  highefi  means),  that  without  him 
they  can  do  nothing,”  John,  xv.  3.  and  if  fuch  as 
thele  can  neither  do,  nor  think,  where  is  the  fufficiency 
boafted  of  ?  You  fay,  they  have  power  to  believe,  if 
they  will  :  not  fo,  but  if  they  will,  they  have  power. 
Power  and  will,  in  this  matter,  are  the  fame  thing 
expreffed  :  it  is  common  to  fay,  we  cannot^ 
when  nothing  is  wanting  but  will.  And,  for  power 
to  will  (if  fuch  a  thing  could  be)  w'ithout  a  will  to 
put  that  power  into  ad,  it  would  fignify  no  more 
than  an  arm  without  ftrength  (which  makes  a  fhew 
but  can  do  nothing)  ;  like  the  feet  and  ankle-bones 
of  him  that  was  born  a  cripple.  But  is  not  that  a  de¬ 
plorable  kind  of  fufficiency,  which  leaves  “  without 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world  r”  Eph.  ii.  12. 
and  yet  fuch  is  the  date  of  a  very  great  part  of  man¬ 
kind  You  will  fay,  perhaps,  they  had  a  fufiiciencv, 
but  by  mil-ufage  they  loft  it  :  andean  there  he  a 
moie  palpaple  infiance  of  a  thing’s  infufficiency,  than 
its  inability  to  prelerve  itfelf,  and  the  general  iucccffi- 
fulnefs  of  it  ?  But  means  may  be  proper  enough,  and 
m  their  kind  fufficient,  towards  the  produdion  of  fuch 
an  event,  and  yet  that  event  never  fucceed,  for  want 
of  fomething  el le  which  alfo  was  requifite  for  it.  Some 
o  the  Jews,  by  the  evident  teftimonies  of  Chrifl’s  di¬ 
vinity,  were  convinced  that  he  was  the  Meffiah  ;  but 
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it  came  not  up  to  a  perfefr  work  ;  “  they  did  not 
confefs  him,”  John,  xii.  42.  and  this  becaufe  <c  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  was  not  revealed  to  them,”  Ifa.  liii. 
1.  that  is,  as  Mofes  (peaks,  “  the  Lord  had  not  given 
them  a  heart  to  underhand,”  Deut.  xxix.  4.  Plant¬ 
ing  and  watering  are  proper,  and  fufficient  in  their 
kind,  as  means  and  fecondary  caules  ;  but  nothing  as 
to  increafe,  without  a  bleffing  from  God.  Who 
could  reafon  more  ftronglv  than  Paul  ?  or  (peak  more 
eloquently  than  Apollos  ?  and  yet  the  fuccefs  of  their 
mini  (dry  was  “  as  God  gave  to  every  man,”  1  Cor. 
iii.  5.  it  is  God  that  worketh  both  will  and  deed, 
Phil.  ii.  13.  it  is  he  that  openeth  the  ear  to difcipline. 
Job,  xxxvi.  10.  and  lealeth  inftru&ion,  chap,  xxxiii. 
16.  when  his  hand  is  fet  to,  then  it  is  authentic  and 
powerful,  and  not  before.  Of  this,  thofe  ancient  Jews 
area  downright  infiance  :  they  had  means  of  being 
purged,  and  yet  were  not  purged,  Ezek.  xxlv.  13. 
but  afterwards,  the  Lord  takes  the  work  into  his  own 
hand  “  1  will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye 
fhall  be  clean  ;  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all 
your  idols  will  I  cleanfe  you  ;  a  new  heart  alfo  will  1 
give  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fiatutes,” 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  25 — 28.  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
Lord  will  not  afford  them  means,  as  aforetime,  and 
leave  the  improvement  thereof  to  thcmfelves  ;  for 
that  he  law  would  not  do  :  but  now,  he  will  take  the 
whole  upon  himfcll  :  not  to  exempt  them  from  their 
duty,  but  enable  them  for  it  ;  adding  alfo  his  own 
divine  power  to  make  the  means  dfedlual  :  as  is 
plainly  implied  m  that  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  tc  I 
will  bring  it  health  and  cure,  and  I  will  cure  them,” 
Ter.  xxxiii.  6.  that  is,  he  would  give  them  an  honed 
and  good  heart,  which  fhall  bring  forth  fruit  to  per¬ 
fection,  Luke,  viii.  15.  Thefe  are  the  means  proper 
nd  fufficient  for  falvation,  and  lefs  than  this  will  not 
do. 

Obj.  They  have  as  full  a  fufficiency  as  is  meet  and 
juft  for  God  to  give. 

Anjzv: 
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Anfw .  1.  Is  it  meet  and  juft  to  do  good  ?  Why 
riot  then  the  chiefeft  good  that  men  are  capable  of, 
which  is,  to  have  their  hearts  perfectly  turned  to  God, 
and  united  to  him  for  ever  ?  2.  The  objection  at¬ 

tributes  more  to  man,  in  the  bufinefs  of  his  falvation, 
than  to  God  :  for,  if  all  that  God  can  juftly  or  meetly 
do  in  order  thereto,  will  riot  fave  him,  without  fome- 
thing  done  by  himfelf,  which  God  is  not  the  doer  of ; 
then  man  will  be  reckoned  chief  agent  in  the  work, 
and  fo,  “  the  ax  will  boaft  it  felt  againft  him  that  han¬ 
dles  it,”  Ifa.  x.  i  5.  Suppofe  a  plaifter  or  medicine 
to  be  made  up  of  twenty  ingredients,  and  one  of  them 
to  be  of  that  lovereign  virtue,  as  to  influence  all  the 
reft  ;  all  which  if  that  be  wanting,  will  but  ulcerate 
the  wound,  or  heighten  the  diftemper  j  that  one  muft 
be  counted  the  principal.  3.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppof- 
ed,  that  the  great  and  only  wile  God  would  fct  up  a 
creature,  whofe  will  he  cannot  juftly  and  meetly  over¬ 
rule,  efpecially  in  things  requifite  to  the  very  end  far 
which  he  was  made  :  nor,  that  he  fhould  make  him 
for  fuch  an  end,  as  that  any  thing  conducible  thereto 
may  not  meetly  and  juftly  be  done,  in  order  to  its  ac- 
complifliment.  4.  It  would  not  anfwer  the  end  of 
Chrift’s  receiving  gifts  for  men  ;  yea,  for  the  rebel¬ 
lious,  to  bring  in  whom,  all  power  was  given  to  him. 
Suppofe  a  general  fhould  take  in  the  Idler  forts  of  a 
revolted  city  ;  but  leave  the  fort  royal,  which  com¬ 
mands  all  the  reft  in  the  enemy's  hand  :  fhall  he  tell 
his  prince  they  would  not  yield,  and  that,  being  men 
of  reafon,  he  thought  it  not  fair  to  force  them  ? 
would  this  be  a  fair  account  of  his  expedition  ?  I 
trow  not  ;  for  it  would  be  to  fay,  in  enedt,  that  he 
did  not  reduce  them,  becaufe  they  were  rebels.  3, 
It  cannot  be  righteous  or  meet  for  men  to  affirm, 
nor  for  the  honour  of  fovereign  majefty  to  admit,  that 
the  creature’s  will  fhould  limit,  divert  or  fruftrate, 
the  will  and  intent  of  the  Creator.  Shall  it  be  at  the 
will  of  one  poffefled,  whether  or  no  the  devil  fhall  be 
callout  ?  fhall  every  bafe  and  pitiful  Juft  have  a  neg- 
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ative  vote  to  that  which  has  parted  the  Trinity’s  fiat  ? 
It  was  religioufly  (aid  of  one,  “  I  will  not  have  him 
ior  my  God,  that  hath  not  power  over  my  will.” 
And,  lajli’y,  Suppofe  a  man  crazed  in  his  head,  and 
you  intend  him  an  honour  or  office,  which  he  never 
will  be  capable  of  without  the  full  ufe  of  his  reaion  ; 
is  it  not  mecter,  and  doth  it  not  argue  an  higher  de¬ 
gree  ot  love,  prudence  and  juflice,  to  cure  his  dif- 
temper,  though  in  a  way  contrary  to  his  prefect 
mind,  than  to  wait  his  complying  with  your  pre- 
ienptions,  which  (as  he  is)  he  will  never  underhand  ? 
And  what  hinders,  but  that  God  may  do  fo  by  his 
people  ;  even  give  them  a  heart  to  know  him,  and  to 
fear  him  for  ever,  fave  only  that  this  boggy  principle 
ol  human  liberty  will  not  comport  with  it  r 

Obj.  But  if  a  fufficiency  of  means  to  repent  and 
believe  be  not  afforded  to  all,  how  fhall  God  be  juft 
in  pun  idling  for  neglefts  ? 

Anfw.  The  juftice  of  God  will  not  need  our  falv- 
ing,  efpecially  by  a  balm  of  our  making  :  whether  he 
judge  or  juftify,  he  is  juft  in  what  he  doth,  though 
purblind  reafon  fees  not  how.  His  judgments  are  a 
great  deep  ;  not  to  be  fathomed  by  human  compre- 
henfion.  In  founding  at  fea,  will  it  follow  that  there 
is  no  bottom,  becaufe  your  line  will  not  reach  it  ? 
God  dealt  not  fo  (in  refped  eff  means)  with  any  na¬ 
tion  as  with  I  Intel  :  and  the  men  going  with  Paul  to 
Damafcus.  The  Lord  would  not  give  them  to  fee  his 
f  ice,  nor  to  hear  his  voice  ;  both  which  he  vouch  fa¬ 
red  to  Paul,  and  yet  he  needs  no  vindication  or  apol¬ 
ogy  for  puniftiing  their  unbelief  :  “■  They  that  have 
tinned  without  law,  (hall  perifh  without  law,”  Rom. 
ii.  12.  Bcficles,  men  are  juftly  obnoxious  to  punifh- 
ment,  for  neglecting  or  not  improving  the  means  they 
have  ;  albeit  thole  means,  when  made  the  beft  of 
tlv.it  naiure  can,  will  not  fave  them  :  they  are  pun- 
i (liable  for  not  feeding  and  no't  cloathing  :  and  yet 
by  doing  thele,  men  are  not  juftified.  The  lead 
tranfgreffion  lays  men  open  to  wrath  j  and  we  cannot. 
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by  keeping  fome  commands,  compenfate  the  breach 
of  others. 

Obj .  Where  it  is  faid,  <c  I  will  w^rite  my  law  in 
them  hearts  i  and  caufe  them  to  walk  in  my  fta- 
tutes,”  tic.  there  is  no  more  intended  by  it,  but  the 
giving  ot  things  or  means  proper  to  fuch  an  end. 

Anfvb.  Ibone  obliged  to  fave  your  life,  fliould  thus 
expound  his  engagement,  yoii  would  not  think  it 
good  payment,  nor  that  he  had  dealt  faithfully  with 
you.  The  fenfe  objected  cannot  be  the  mind  and 
limit  of  that  molt  gracious  promife  :  for,  i.  The 
promife  mult  be  as  broad  and  large  as  the  precept  : 
it  would  elle  be  too  fliort  to  repofe  our  confidence  in. 
If,  then,  the  precept  intends  as  much  as  the  words 
of  it  do  literally  import,  then  alfo  doth  the  promife  : 
but  the  precept  not  only  requires  a  ufing  the  means 
that  tend  to  the  duty  enjoined,  but  the  perfect,  effec¬ 
tual  performance  of  the  duty  itfelf,  both  as  to  matter 
and  form  ;  therefore  doth  likewife  the  promife  :  and 
then  it  will  follow,  that  to  write  the  law  in  the  heart, 
and  caufe  us  to  walk,  tic.  is  more  than  a  means  :  it 
is  the  thing  ittelf.  2.  That  dodtrine  is  hardly  be- 
ftead,  and  not  much  to  be  credited,  which,  for  its 
fupport,  mult  put  fuch  a  conftrudtion  on  the  higheft 
and  moft  abfolute  promifes  that  God  hath  made,  as 
would  render  them  weak  and  fruitlefs  things.  3. 
Where  God  hath  abfolutely  faid,  that  fuch  a  thing  he 
will  do  ;  for  men  to  put  in  conditions  or  limitations, 
is  to  raze  or  interline  a  record  ;  which  is  a  felonious 
adl  :  and  how  he  will  deal  w;th  thole  who  add  to,  or 
take  from,  the  words  of  his  prophecy,  you  have  re¬ 
corded  in  the  laft  chapter  of  his  book  :  (it  is  ill  tri¬ 
fling  with  facred  things.)  4.  A  phyfician  that  under¬ 
takes  to  cure  a  man  of  his  phrenzy,  and  to  keep  him 
in  his  right  mind,  is  not  faid  to  have  done  his  work, 
or  made  good  his  word  (whatever  means  have  been 
applied  to  him),  if  the  patient  continue  his  former 
diftra&ion,  or  relapfe  into  it.  3.  There  is  no  need 
or  reafon,  why  the  Lord  fliould  promife,  or  make 
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fliew  of  promifing,  more  than  he  intends  to  perform 
(lor  that  would  be  as  a  broken  ftaff)  :  or  why  he 
lhould  exprefs  himfelf  in  terms  of  a  fuller  or  more 
abfolute  engagement,  than  might  in  ail  points  confift 
with  his  wifdom,  juftice,  holinefs,  &c.  6.  Lajlly ,  The 
objeftion  is  further  excepted  againft  and  reje&ed,  not 
only  as  it  makes  man  the  chief  agent  in  his  own  fal- 
vation  ;  but  as  denying  that  God  doth  any  thing 
more  for  them  that  are  laved,  than  for  them  that  per- 
ifh.  It  men  make  themfelves  to  differ,  the  gofpel 
dtiign  of  magnifying  grace,  is  dalhed  at  once.  And, 
truly,  it  is  matter  both  of  wonder  and  grief,  to  fee 
ho  w  indulinoufly  witty  fome  men  are  to  enervate  the 
promifes  of  God  ;  as  if  they  could  not  accept  of  fal- 
vat  ion,  unlefs  their  own  wills  may  (land  partners  with 
his  grace. 

Ob).  But  is  it  not  faid,  <c  To  him  that  hath  fhall 
be  given  r”  Matt.  xxv.  29.  that  is,  he  that  ufes  com¬ 
mon  grace  well,  fhall  have  fpecial.  ,, 

Jhifzv.  1.  If  that  gracious  promife,  of  writing  .the 
law  in  our  hearts,  intend  only  the  affording  of  means 
(which  is  but  common  grace),  where  fhall  we  find  a 
promife  of  the  fpecial  ?  The  well  ufing  of  common 
grace,  is  indeed  a  duty  incumbent  upon  ail  ;  but  is 
no  way  meriting,  or  moving  God  to  beftow  the  fpe¬ 
cial  :  he  is  above  all  human  motives  ;  and  is  not 
wrought  upon  by  them,  as  men  are.  This  is  fcen  by 
Paul,  whom  fpecial  grace  took  hold  upon,  even  while 
in  the  heat  of  mi  filling  that  which  is  common  :  there 
was  no  (pace  of  time  between  his  being  a  perfecutor, 
an  I  his  obtaining  mercy,  1  Tim.i.  3.  with  Acts.  ix. 
4,  6.  2.  What  proportion  is  there,  in  value,  be¬ 

tween  a  handful  of  clay,  and  a  talent  of  gold  i  Infi¬ 
nitely  more  is  the  difproportion  between  the  grace  of 
filth,  and  all  that  a  natural  man  can  do  for  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  it  :  they  that  are  in  the  flefh  cannot  pleafe 
God,  Rom.  viii.  8.  3,  YVhatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is 

fin  ;  but  a  man’s  fin  cannot  be  a  motive  for  his  good  : 
to  plead  your  improvements,  is  to  make  your  filthy 
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rags  an  argument  why  God  fnould  accept  you.  Re¬ 
member  the  condition  he  was  in,  that  proffered  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghcft,  (Ads,  viii.  18, 
19.  improvements  for  faith  is  no  better.  4.  It  would 
not  become  the  vvifdom,  power,  or  grace  of  God,  to 
build  on  a  foundation  made  ready  to  his  hand  :  he 
needs  it  not,  nor  will  it  fort  with  his  defr>n  which 
is  to  have  his  grace  acknowledged  the  alpha  and 
omega  of  men’s  falvation.  Lajlly ,  A  will  to  improve, 
is  as  much  from  God  as  the  thing  to  be  improved  : 
IC  A  man  can  receive  nothing,  except  it  be  given  him 
from  above,”  John,  iii.  27.  the  thing  given,  and  pow¬ 
er  to  receive  and  improve  it,  are  both  from  thence  : 


and  things  from  above  are  not  fetched  down  by  men  ; 
but  they  come  down  when,  and  upon  whom,  the 
Father  of  lights  pleafeth,  James,  i.  1  7. 

Obj.  Men  are  commanded  to  make  them  a  new 
heart,  (Ezek.  xviii.  31.)  which  muft  imply  an  ability 
io  to  do  :  for  how  can  it  be  juft  to  require  things  jm- 
poflible  ;  and  that  under  fo  fevere  a  penalty  ? 

Mfw.  Whatever  is  implied  in  the  command,  fuch 
allegations  do  furely  imp'y,  that  the  framers  of  them 
are  much  unacquainted  with  the  feriptures,  or  ex¬ 
tremely  rafh  in  drawing  conclufions  from  them. 
There  are  reafons  enough,  and  holy  ends,  which  do 
juftiy  warrant  fuch  commands,  without  fuppofing 
thofe  to  whom  they  are  given  able  now  to  perform 
them  :  as  1.  Perhaps  the  Lord  fpeaks  it  ironically; 
deriding  their  vain  confidence,  as  Elijah  did  the  priefts 
of  Baal,  when  he  bids  them,  “  Cry  aloud,  for  he  is  a 
cc  god,”  1  Kings,  xvni.  27.  will  you  hence^ infer,  that 
Baal  w>as  a  God  ?  or  that  idols  can  fhew  thmss  to  come, 
bscaufe  the  Lord  bids  them  to  do  it,  "thereby  to' 
evidence  their  godhea  cl  ?  Ha.  xli.  23.  or  that  Adam 
had  advantaged  himfelf  by  his  fall,  becaufe  the  Lord 
fays,  “  The  man  is  become  like  one  of  us  r”  Gen. 
iii.  -21.  1  he  hke  form  ol  lpeech  is  fometimts  u(ed  con¬ 
cerning  Babylon  ;  “  Take  balm  for  her  pain,  if  fo  be 
fire  may  be  healed  fi’  even  then  when  “  his  device  was 
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to  deftroy  her,”  Jer.  li.  8.  with  chap.  ].  So,  here,  as 
upbraiding  thole  carnal  Jews  with  their  fond  opinion 
of  felf-fufficiency,  freedom  of  will,  and  power  to  do 
great  matters  ;  “  Make  you  a  new  heart,  ior  why 
will  ye  die  ?”  q.  d.  “  You  know  that  the  end  of  thefe 
things  is  death  :  you  pretend  to  an  high  pitch  of 
aoility,  that  men  may  be  good  if  they  will,  and  turn  ^ 
when  they  pleafe,  and  yet  you  go  on  in  an  evil  way  :  if 
ye  can  make  you  a  new  heart,  do  it  ;  why  will  ye,  by 
neglecting  fo  eafy  a  matter,'  fall  under  a  fentence  of 
death  ?  ’  2.  To  let  men  know,  God  hath  not  loft  his 
right  of  commanding,  though  they  have  loft  their 
power  of  obeying  ;  time  was  when  they  had  it,  and 
power  to  keep  it  ;  but,  having  loft  ir,  God  is  not 
bound  to  refcore  it,  nor  unjuft  in  punifhing  thofe  ne¬ 
glects  which  arife  from  the  want  of  it.  It  is  man’s 
duty  to  feek  after  God,  though  it  be  a  pcradventure 
whether  they  fhall  find  him  or  not,  A<fts,  xvii.  2 7. 

3.  Hereby  to  convince  them,  what  was  that  one  thing 
neceflary,  namely,  the  change  of  heart  ;  as,  without 
which,  all  labour  is  fpent  in  vain  upon  them  ;  as^in 
the  parable  of  the  lower.  The  root  muft  be  holy  be¬ 
fore  the  fruit  ;  grapes  will  not  grow  upon  thorns ; 
nor  the  ftony,  thorny,  or  highway  ground  bring  forth 
to  perfection,  Luke,  iii.  12 — 15.  when  Ephraim  was 
turned,  then  he  repented,  and  not  before,  Jer.  xxxi. 
19.  4.  That  being  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of 

fuch  a  change,  and  finding  their  own  endeavours 
wholly  ineffectual,  as  Paul  did,  Rom.  vii.  8,  9.  23. 
they  might  alfo  fee  the  neceffity  of  free  grace,  and  of 
the  divine  power  to  do  it  for  them  ;  and  fo  have  their 
eves  turned  off  from  thcmlelves,  and  drawn  thither- 
wards,  even  thofe  hills  of  ftreneth,  which  the  church 
had  an  eye  to  when  they  prayed,  <c  Turn  thou  me, 
and  I  fhall  be  turned,”  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  5.  If  the  giv¬ 
ing  a  command  from  God  infers  in  men  a  power 
to  obey  ;  then  it  will  follow,  that  men  have  a  power 
to  keep  the  whole  Jaw,  and  that  without  turning  afitle 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  ielt  ;  and  to  make  them- 

felves 
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felvcs  holy,  as  God  is  holy  ;  for  thefe  he  command¬ 
ed,  Deut.  v.  32,  33.  2  PeL  i.  if  Pot,  6.  I  hat 
the  Lord  intends  not  Inch  a  conclufion  ill  on  Id  be 
made  upon  his  command,  appears  from  the  xviith  of 
]er.  ver.  1.  “The  fin  of  Judah  is  written  with  a  pen 
of  iron,  and  with  the  point  of  a  diamond  graven  on  the 
table  of  their  heart  that  is,  lo  as  not  to  be  blotted 
out  by  h  u  m  an  wit  or  ft  re  ngt  h  :  and  t  he  re  fo  re,  7 .  H  e 
tells  them  exprefsly,it  isas  impofliblefor  them  to  make 
themielves  a  new  heart,  “  as  tor  the  JEthiopean  to 
change  h  s  Ikin,”  Jer.  xiii.  23.  “  For  who  can  bring 
a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?”  Job,  xiv.  4. 
“  They  that  tanctify  themfelves,  they  that  oftcr  1  wine’s 
flefh,  (hall  both  be  contumed  together,  Ifa.  lxvi.  17. 

Ob].  Why  then  are  men  enjoined  attendance  cn  the 
means,  if  there  be  fo  little  in  them  ? 

Anfw .  If  there  were  no  other  reafon  or  end,  this 
were  enough,  that  God  had  commanded  it  ;  that 
binds  us  to  uie  the  means,  though  not  the  means  to 
effedt  the  thing  it  is  ufecl  for  :  nor  is  the  means  lb 
much  to  be  confidered,  as  God’s  inftitution  and  ap¬ 
pointment  ;  nor  the  ufe  thereof  to  be  refted  cm,  but 
the  grace  and  power  of  God  giving  influence  thereto  ; 
who  himfelf  is  not  bound  to  means  or  method  :  ori¬ 
ginally  he  is  found  in  Ins  own  way,  and  out  of  it  we 
are  not  to  look  for  him. 

Obj.  Put  to  what  end  is  the  gofpei  preached  in 
terms  univerfal,  and  univerfally  to  all,  if  iome  parti¬ 
cular  and  determinate  perfons  only  can  receive  it  ? 

Anfw.  The  c.ounfel  of  God  concerning  election  is 
fecret  :  the  minifter  knows  not  who  are  the  objects  of 
it;  and  therefore  muft  preach  to  all,  according  to  his 
commiflion.  The  Lord  deals  in  this,  as  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  lots  :  Saul  was  fore -appointed  to  be  king  ;  yet 
all  Ifrael  muft  come  together,  and  lets  muft  be  calf 
on  the*  whole  nation,  as  if  the  perfon  were  yet  un¬ 
designed,  (1  Sam.  ix.  16.  with  chap.  x.  20,  21.  The 
failing  of  the  lot  was  wholly  contingent,  as  to  men  : 
another  might  have  been  taken  as  well  as  he  it  fe'l 
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upon:  but  the  Lord  difpofed  it,  and  cafts* on  the 
rig.it  pei ion,  Prov.  xvi.  33.  So,  touching  the  gofpel, 

!  13  ,ent  t0  a  P)ace  w,iere  (perhaps)  but  one,  or  very 
lew  elect  penons  are,  and  tnofe  only  (hall  be  taken  by 

if,  and  yet  it  mull  be  publiftjed  to  the  whole  city 
promifcuoufly  :  but  the  Holy  Ghoft,  “  who  knoweth 
the  deep  things  of  God,”  brings  it  to  the  hearts  of 
thole  for  whom  it  is  prepared,  and  there  it  fixeth  ; 
which  tne  jailor,  Lydia,  and  other  examples  make 

Oi  j.  Man  is  a  rational  creature,  and  accordingly  to 
be  proceeded  with  :  but  this  way  and  manner  of  con- 
tcihon  deploys  all  freedom  of  will  :  and  makes  con- 
verfion  a  compulfory  thing. 

Anfiv.  The  will  cannot  be  forced  :  the  man  may 
Le  forced  to  ac°c  againti  his  will,  but  not  to  will  agiinft 
his  will  :  or,  he  may  will  that  to  day  which  yefter- 
day  he  willed  not  :  but  this  change  is  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  an  infringement,  that  it  is  rather  an  effeft  and  de- 
monftration  of  his  freedom.  There  are  three  forts  of 
compulfion,  violent,  natural,  and  rational,  i.  Vio¬ 
lent  ;  when  a  man  is  conftrained  to  do  that  which  his 
will  is  oppofite  to  :  thus  the  Israelites,  to  ferve  the 
Egyptians,  and  go  into  captivity  :  fo  alfo  Paul,  and 
other  iaints,  are  led  captive  to  that  they  would  not, 
I\orn.  vii .  9.  but  the  will  in  converfion  comes  not 
under  this  kind  or  condramt,  nor  any  thing  like  it. 
2.  1  here  is  a  natural  compuihon  :  thus  men  and 
other  creatures  are  compelled  to  eat,  drink,  fleep,  and 
breathe  ;  there  needs  no  violent  hand  to  impole  it, 
nor  arguments  to  per  fuade  to  it  ;  they  do  it  by  in- 
ftmcl,  which  G od  hath  endued  them  with  for  their 
own  conlervation  :  this  kind  of  compulfion  is  proper 
to  the  foul  converted,  in  reference  to  a  fpiritual  life 
and  adions.  3.  There  isalioa  rational  compulfion, 
which  is  nearelt  the  cafe  in  hand:  this  is  when  the 
underftinding  and  judgment  are  convinced  of  the 
go  idnefs,  neceffity,  or  expediency  of  a  thing  ;  which 
before  he  judged  otherwife  of.  For  this,  be  the  prod¬ 
igal’s 
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igal’s  reafons  for  returning  to  his  father.  Luke,  xv. 
17.  and  the  lepers  for  going  to  the  Syrians  camp,  2, 
Kings,  vii,  3,  4.  there  reafon  told  them,  it  was  better 
to  go  where  there  was  hope,  than  tarry  where  there 
was  none.  See  alfo  th^arguments  for  the  faints  liv¬ 
ing  to  Chrift  ;  the  love  ot  Chrift  conftrains  them  ; 
they  cannot  but  fo  judge,  namely,  that  if  Chrift  died 
for  them,  they  are  bound  to  live  to  him,  2  Cor,  v. 
14.  yet  no  breach  of  their  liberty,  albeit  that  other 
while  they  were  otherwife  minded. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  namely,  that  which  is  violent, 
our  docftrine  hath  nothing  to  do  with  :  it  is  true, 
there  is  a  drawing  in  converfion  ;  and  there  would  be 
no  converfion  without  it  ;  no  man  can  come  to  Chrift 
except  he  be  drawn,  John,  vi.  44.  which  drawing 
implies  an  averfenefs,  or  at  leaft  a  difability  in  him 
that  is  drawn  ;  and,  confequently,  a  kind  of  force 
or  extrinfical  power  put  forth  upon  him.  But  let  me 
fay,  it  is  fuch  a  force,  as  the  enlightened  foul  moft 
gladly  fubjedts  itfelf  unto,  and  would  not  be  from  un¬ 
der  the  power  and  bleffed  influence  of  it  for  a  world. 
Let  it  therefore  be  obferved  how  the  Father  draws  : 
it  is  in  the  moft  genuine  and  kindly  way  that  can  be 
conceived  :  he  draws  by  teaching,  John,  vi.  45.  not 
as  Gideon  taught  the  men  of  Succoth,  Judges,  viii. 
16.  nor  as  the  tafk-mafters  drew  the  people  to  their 
burdens,  Exod.  v.  16.  but  Ja  ob  was  drawn  into 
Egypt  ;  who  need  not  be  forced  to  diflodge,  and  re¬ 
move  his  tent,  when  he  found  himfelt  furrounded 
with  famine,  and  he  heard  there  was  corn  in  Egypt  ; 
that  the  king  had  fent  waggons  for  him,  and  provi- 
fions  tor  the  way  ;  telling  him  withal,  that  the  good 
of  all  the  land  was  before  him  ;  efpecially  confidering 
that  his  beloved  Jofeph  was  there  alive,  and  in  the 
greateft  honor,  ready  to  receive  him,  Gen.  x'v.  In 
like  manner,  when  the  foul  hath  a  fight  of  the  holineis 
of  God,  and  of  its  own  vilenefs  ;  of  the  purity, 
ftraitneis  and  juft  feverity  of  the  law  ;\vith  its  own 
uncleannefs,  crookednels,  guiltinds,  and  diiability, 

either 
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either  to  keep  it,  or  hear  the  vengeance  of  it  •  that 
m  God  alone  is  all  its  bleffednefs  ;  and  that  vet  It 
cannot  poflibly  come  at  him,  but.  as  dried  fluble  to 
a  devouring  flame  :  and  yet  again,  it  he  comes  not, 
he  dies  in  the  place  where  he  is,  and  muft  dwell  with 
everlafting  burnings;  and  withal  hears  of  a  mediator 
who  came  trom  heaven  to  fave  fuch  as  himfelf  is  • 
and  who  cafts  out  none  that  come  to  him  ;  and  by 
whom  he  may  come  to  God  both  fafely  and  accepta¬ 
bly  :  there  will  need  no  violent  hand  on  the  will  • 
even  love  to  himfelf  makes  the  foul  wings.  There 
is,  indeed,  a  violent  (or  rather,  almighty)  conftraint 
and  calling  out  of  him  that  did  ufury  upon  the  will, 
and  peiveited  it,  by'  deluding  the  underttanding  with 
falfe  g  oflhs  and  cainal  realonings  ;  which  bem^  dif- 
pelled  by  the  true  light’s  fhinning,  the  will  fahs  in 
with  it,  and  follows  with  perfeft  freedom.  Chrift  offer¬ 
ed  no  violence  to  the  man  when  he  cafl  out  the  le¬ 
gion  ;  but  thereby  reftored  him  to  his  proper  freedom : 
for  we  prefently  find  him  at  Jefus’s  feet,  clothed,  and 
in  his  right  mind,  (Luke,  viii.  35.  deliring  now  to 
dwell  with  him,  the  fight  of  whom  before  was  a  tor¬ 
ment  to  him  :  here,  no  man  will  fay,  the  patient  was 
wronged,  though  his  will  was  crofled  ;  if  any  do,  there 
is  caufe  to  enquire,  whether  himfelf  be  yet  in  his 
right  mind.  When  the  faculties  are  put  in  order  by 
renovation,- the  underftanding  is  the  (piritof  the  will  , 
which  therefore  looks  and  goes  the  fame  way  as  of 
courfe,  as  (he  wheels  did  after  the  living  creatures, 
f.zek.  i.  19.  without  any  foreign  or  violent  con- 
ffraint  :  it  hath  now  a  fpring  within  it,  by  which  it 
is  moved  and  guided  (itfelf  being  alfo  renewed  and 
iinctified)  according  to  this  renewed  light  :  as  a 
needle  that  is  rightly  touched,  needs  not  to 'be  forced 
to  look  towards  the  pole  ;  it  will  do  it  by  fympathy  : 

if  the  eye  be  Angle,  the  whole  body  is  full  of  light,” 
Matt.  vi.  2i. 

Jlut  iuppofe  the  thing  objected  to  be  t  rue  (namely, 
that  in  ccnverkon  the  will  fuflered  violence,)  it  no 
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way  deferves  to  be  filled  cruel  and  tyranical,  as  fame 
(extremely  tender  in  nature’s  concerns  ! )  do  prelume 
to  fpeak,  nor  indeed  to  be  complained  of  in  the  lead, 
fince  the  tendency  and  iflue  thereof  is  an  infinite 
good.  What  father  would  not  crofs  the  will  of  his 
child,  rather  than  fee  him  deftroyed  by  his  fool-har- 
dinefs?  fhall  parents,  as  it  were,  force  their  children’s 
will  for  their  good,  and  be  blamelcfs  ;  and  fhall  not 
much  more  the  Father  of  fpirits,  that  we  may  live  ? 
Heb.  xii.  9.  Was  it  not  a  mercy  to  Jeremiah,  that 
“  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  as  fire  in  his  bones,  that 
he  could  not  forbear  {peaking,”  Jer.  xx.  9.  rather 
than  be  confounded  for  holding  his  peace  ?  How 
much  better  is  it  to  enter  into  life  halt  or  maimed, 
than  go  into  hell  with  a  whole  fkin  !  I  hope  there  is 
none  lo  much  befide  themfelves  as  to  judge  otherwife 
of  it ;  or  complain  of  their  being  compelled  to  go  to 
heaven,  though  it  was  by  a  whirlwind  and  chariot  of 
fire.  At  jfirft,  1  grant  it  is  pure  neceffity  drives  :o 
Chrift  :  but  afterwards,  his  perfonal  excellency  and 
lovelinefs  conflrain  to  abide  with  him  ;  (a  fweet 
and  bleffed  compulfion  !)  and  now  you  would 
not  leave  him  again,  although  the  firft  ne'ceflity  of 
your  going  to  him  were  quite  at  an  end  :  but  (fill  we 
fay,  as  before,  that  the  will  is  not  violated,  but  chang¬ 
ed,  and  that  in  a  due  and  orderly  way,  by  being 
made  fubjedt  to  an  enlightended  underflanding,  than 
which  there  is  nothing  more  pleafant  and  natural 
to  it. 


INFERENCES. 


The  inferences  from  this  doctrine  1  reduce  to  two 
forts  ;  1.  Cautionary,  to  prevent  the  mifufing  fo  great 
a  truth  :  2.  Directive,  to  draw  forth  fome  of  the 
fpirits  of  it  into  practice  :  and  of  thefe,  intermixed!'/ 
and  briefly,  though  capable  of  much  enlargement. 
In  general,  take  notice,  that  the  fcope  and  defign  of 
the  doctrine,  is  not  to  fofter  remifnefs  in  duty,  nor  10 
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countenance  a  ftupid,  or  carnal  quiet:  but,  to  fet 
foith  the  fulnefs,  l'reenefs,  and  prevalent  efficacy  of 
divine  grace,  with  the  creature’s  nothingnefs  fas  fn 
any  conliderable  ad)  in  (his  matter.  More  particu- 

Infer.  I.  Prefume  not  yourfelf  interefled  in  the 
promiie  of  eternal  life,  until  you  find  it  yourfelf  thofe 
necellary  evidential  qualifications  of  faith  and  regen¬ 
eration  :  or,  leaft,  a  truly  earneft  and  reftlefs  purfuit 

after  them  :  “  I  will  not  let  (hee  go,  except  thou  blefs 
me,  Gen.  xxxii.  26. 

Infer.  II.  Let  not  the  means  be  defpifed,or  lightly 
regarded,  becaufe  of  themielves  not  fufficient  to  lave. 
Where  the  means  are,  the  Lord  expects  that  men 
ihoiLd  life  them  ;  and  we  read  not  of  any  faved 
without,  where  they  might  be  had. 

Infer.  III.  Let  no  man  fit  ftill  in  the  wilful  or 
care lefs  neglect  of  his  duty,  pretending,  that  if  eleded 
he  fliall  furely  be  faved ;  if  not,  all  he  can  do  will 
not  heip  him.  Such  a  clifpofition  argues  a  great 
height  of  pride,  or  fullennefs  of  fpirit,  and  enmity 
again  ft  God :  fly  from  it,  as  from  hell ;  for  it  is  truly 
that  death  which  hell  follows  after  :  as,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  ye  can  hardly  have  a  more  hopeful  fymtorn  of 
your  ftate,  than  a  ferious  attendance  upon  God  in  his 
way.  And,  in  feeking  to  know  your  eledion,  begin 
at  | he  right  end  ;  give  all  diligence  to  make  your 
calling,  lure  ;  and  the  certain  tv  of  your  election  will 
fall  in  upon  it. 

Infer.  IV .  Take  notice,  from  the  import  and  tenor 
of  the  contrary  dodrine,  whit  (landing  need  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  there  is  of  thofe  often  repeated  cautions,  to 
“  try  the  fpirits  ;  fearch  the  Scriptures ;  take  heed 
liOvv  you  hear  ;  and  not  to  be  hd  by  cc  fair  thews  in, 
the  flefli.”  The  more  linooth  and  pleating  notions, 
are  to  the  carnal  ear,  the  more  to  be  fufpeded,  and 
thoroughly  examined  before  they  pafs.  Let  the  drift 
of  the  law  and  the  teftimony  determine  thq  queftion  j 
and  that  will  tell  you,  thole  dodnnes  are  not  to  be 

held 


1 


OF  EFFECTUAL  CALLING. 


held  gul!defs,  that  cry  up  that  excellent  creature 
man  ;  with  the  ftrength  and  capacity  of  natural  rea- 
fbn  ;  the  fufficiency  of  the  free-will  grace  ;  power  of 
improvement  (and  truly  I  know  not  what,  for  they 
are  not  after  the  pattern  of  wholefome  words)  ;  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  the  great  hinge  whereon  the  defign  (that 
glorious  defign)  of  grace  in  eledion,  the  mediation 
of  Chrift,  and  the  Holy  GhofPs  operations,  muft  all 
hang  and  move  ;  yea,  be  fruftrate  too,  and  come  to 
nothing,  except  the  reafon  of  man  will  dethrone  itfelf, 
and  fubmit  to  that  which  it  reckons  foolifhnefs.  God- 
line!s  is  a  myftery,  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  and  a  great  one 
(it  is  a  fpiritual  myftery  ;)  which  it  could  not  be  faid 
to  be,  it  reafon  could  comprehend  it.  With  all  your 
care  and  .  circumfpedion,  fly  from  that  dangerous 
quickfand ;  which  the  Jews  funk  into  and  perifhed, 
Rem.  ix.  31,  32.  and  how  many  in  our  days  are  in 
danger  of  it !  It  hath  llain  its  thoufands,  for  others 
Angle  tens.  As  preventive  of  this,  I  would  put  in  a 
three-fold  memorial. 

1.  That  there  is  a  fpecific  difference  between  moral 
virtues,  and  divine,  or  holinefs  of  truth.  True  holi- 
nels  has  all  morality  in  it ;  but  all  that  is  called  moral 
may  be  without  true  holinefs,  nor  will  ever  rife  to  it ; 
fubiimation  does  not  vary  the  kind  ;  holinefs  muft 
have  a  root  of  its  own  :  he  that  beft  knew  the  nature 
of  things,  and  what  may  be  made  of  them,  affirms  it 
as  irrational  to  think  otherwile,  as  to  expebt  figs 
from  thiftles,  Matt.  vii.  16.  That  they  proceed  from 
feveral  heads,  appears  from  their  feveral  ends.  What 
liies  from  the  divine  nature,  directs  its  ccurle  towards 
God,  and  ceafes  not  until  it  arrive  at  him  ;  and  what 
riles  in  left,  terminates  there  ;  as  a  circle,  wherefoever 
it  begins,  there  it  ends,  fetch  it  never  lo  far  a  com- 
pafs»  Paul  was  a  moralift  of  no  ordinary  fize  ;  his 
often  quoting  it,  (hews  the  efteem  he  had  once  had 
of  it  :  but  when  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in 
him,  Gal.  i.  13.  he  counts  it  all  but  dung,  Phil.  iii. 
S.  Which  he  would  not  have  done,  had  the  new 
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creature  fprting  out  of  the  old  :  but  thus  far  he 
ivas  when  he  knew  better  things  from  his  former 
tonc.nCiS;  and  to  fhall  we.  Think  not,  therefore  to 
find  in  youri elves  the  materials  of  gofpel  holinels,’  or 
to  raiie  them  out  of  the  duft  of  your  natural  endow- 
m.  fits  :  which,  though  of  good  u(e  in  their  dace* 
win  not  bear  of  the  right  kind,  Matt.  xii.  33.  till 
headed  by  the  ingrafted  word,  James,  i.  21.  He  that 
tmnks  to  draw  faving  graces  out  of  natural  principles, 
i>ut  (pin  out  of  Ins  bowels  to  die  in  his  own 

.web. 

2.  \ou  may  not  think  to  obtain  fpecial  grace  up¬ 
on  your  improvement  of  that  which  is  common  :  he 
* does,  builds  on  a  wrong  foundation,  and  is  yet 
uL'  ^i  a  covenant  of  works  ;  under  which  no  man 
was  ever  fayed,  or  fhall  be,  Gal.  iii.  10.  This  was  the 
caie  with  tnole  who  followed  after  the  law  of  right- 
eoUiGtds,  and  did  not  attain  to  it :  what  was  it  that 
lundeied  ?  “  I  hey  fought  it  (as  it  were)  by  the  works 
or  tiie  law/’  Rom.  ix.  31,  32.  and  yet  t lie  Gentiles, 
who  fought  it  not,  attained  it,  Rom.  ix.  30.  Where 
note  (by  the  way,)  that  thole  who  do  not  at  all  feck 
a der  righteoufnefs  and  life,  are  as  likely  to  {peed,  as 
tiioie  who  leek  it  unduly  ;  that  is  by  works  of  their 
oah.  Jn  vain  is  falvation  looked  for  from  the  hills 
of  natural  freedom,  free-will-grace,  human  improve¬ 
ments,  or  whatever  el f e  is  of  higheft  efteem  with 
men  :  none  in  fiuch  danger  of  being  broke  off  (that 
is  of  looting  that  they  profefs  and  feem  to  have,)  as 
thole  who  are  high  minded,  who  ftand  on  their  terms, 
and  will  not  yield  without  taking  their  baggage  with 
them  :  it  was  the  very  fame  with  thole  carnal  Jews, 
YY  e  have  Abraham  to  our  father  ;  were  never  in 
bondage  to  any  min,”  John,  viii.  23.  And  are  we 
alfo  blind  John,  ix.  40.  If  thy  carnal  heart  hath 
been  hankering  that  way,  and  is  now  bought  off,  blefs 
the  Lord  for  it  ;  remember  the  danger  thou  hart  el- 
caped,  and  come  no  more  there  ;  and  bear  in  thy 
heart,  as  a  frontlet  between  thine  eves,  that  pood 
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word  recorded  in  Jeremy,  which  fhews  the  danger  of 
making;  46  flefh  thine  arm,”  and  the  bleflednefs  of 
milling  only  in  the  Lord,  Jer.  xvii.  5,  6,  7.  And 
this,  I  verily  think,  is  the  caufie  that  fome,  who  have 
made  a  fair  profeffion,  do  fall  off  and  wither  ;  they 
make  the  promifes  of  grace  conditional,  and  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  them  to  depend  upon  their  free-wilhs  dif- 
pole,  and  treat  them  accordingly.  Such  faith  is  but 
of  human  sxtrad:;  it  is  of  men,  and  therefore  it 
comes  to  nought  ;  whereas,  if  it  were  of  God,  it 
could  not  be  overthrown,”  A£t-,  v.  38. 

3.  Human  wifdom  is  no  competent  judge  in  this 
matter.  Ye  may  as  well  try  metals  on  a  brickbat,  or 
judge  of  colours  by  moon-light,  as  of  fpiritual  things 
by  natural  reafon  j  they  are  above  it,  though  not  con¬ 
trary  to  it  :  nor  will  the  clearnefs  of  light  without 
help  in  this  cafe  ;  high-noon  and  midnight  are  both 
alike  to  one  that  was  born  blind  ;  the  light  of  the 
fun,  if  fevtn*fold,  would  but  more  dazzle  the  fight 
that  is  not  adapted  for  it.  Divine  things  are  not  vis¬ 
ible  bat  by  an  organ  fuitably  difpoled  ;  in  the  want 
ot  which  the  Scripture  i t (elf  is  too  often  perverted  ; 
and  the  letter  of  it  let  up  to  obliterate  its  meaning. 
I  he  very  difciples  of  Chrift  knew  not  the  Scriptures, 
but  as  he  opened  their  underftanding,  i  John,  v,  20. 
with  John,  xx.  9.  and  Luke,  xxiv.  45.  and  (hone 
into  it  :  and  enabled  by  this,  they  looked  upon  and 
handled  the  word  of  life  as  fuel),  1  John,  i.  1.  they 
beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotcon 
Son  of  the  Father,”  John,  i.  14.  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  learned  icribes,  with  all  their  moral  and 
literal  endowments,  faw  no  hich  thing  ;  but  counted 
him  a  deceiver,  and  one  poflelTed,  John,  vii.  12.  20. 
chap.  x.  20)  “The  things  of  God  knoweth  no  man 
but  the  (pint  of  God,”  and  he  to  whom  the  fpirit  will 
reveal  them  :  “  but  the  natural  man  (while  iuch)  re- 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit,”  1  Cor.  \\.  14. 
“  they  are  foolifhnefs  to  him,”  1  Cor.  i.  18,  19.  and 
Heb.  i.  5.  “  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaute  they 
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ar-  fpiritually  difcerned,”  and  not  otherwifc.  *<  Rut, 
lie  that  is  Spiritual,  endued  with  power  from  on  high] 
Luke,  xxiv.  49.  judgeth  all  things,  yet  he  himfelf  is 
judged  of  no  man,”  1  Cor.  ii.  15.  no  unfpiritual  man 
undeiftands  him,  nor  his  principles  ;  it  is  a  c<  new 
name,  which  no  man  knows  but  he  that  hath  it,” 
Key.  iii.  17.  Hence  they  are  called  unintelligible 
notions  ;  and  cc  what  will  this  babler  fay  ?  when  he 
preached  Jefus,  and  the  reformation  of  the  dead,” 
Acts,  xvii.  18,  And  for  this  caufe  the  apofde  ftili 
pmys  for  thofe  he  writes  unto,  “  that  God  would  give 
tnem  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation,  and  enlight¬ 
en  the  eyes  of  their  undemanding,”  Eph.  i.  17,  ig.. 
where  note,  that  one  of  the  great  things  they  were  to 
difeern,  was,  the  “  exceeding  greatnefs  of  the  divine 
power  put  forth  in  them  that  believe,”  ver.  19,  and* 
that  “  they  might  abound  in  knowledge,  and  in  all 
judgment  ;  and  this,  that  they  might  approve  things 
mat  are  excellent,”  Phil.  i.  9,  10.  or  try  things  that 
differ,  as  the  margin  hath  it.  So,  for  the  Coloflians  ; 
“  He  ceafeth  not  to  pray  for  them,  that  they  might 
be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  all  wifdotn 
and  {pi  ritual  undemanding,”  Col.  i.  9.  Which  Scrip¬ 
tures  plainly  import,  that  there  is  not  in  every  man 
this  knowledge  ;  nor  yet  enough  in  the  be  ft  :  for 
why  fhould  he  pray  fo  folemnly  for  that  which  is  com¬ 
mon,  or  eafily  obtained  ?  fo  then,  wifdom  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  thing,  Prov.  iv.  7.  and  it  muft  be  wifdom  from 
above,  James,  iii.  17.  without  which  the  mind  is  not 
good,  nor  capable  of  right  judgment,  however  .  gar¬ 
ni  Hied  with  human  habiliments  :  but,  endued  with 
tins,  thofe  other  will  be  ferviceable  handmaids  ;  if 
the  eye  be  fingle,  the  whole  body  (ball  be  full  of  light. 

1  hole  Itfler  lights  are  yet  of  ufe,  and  may  ferve  to 
rule  the  night  (which  they  were  made  for),  but  when 
Pie  day-ltar  is  up,  they  vanifh  ;  then  thofe  wild  beads 
of  human  abilities,  lie  down  in  their  dens,  and  man 
roes  forth  to  his  work,  Pfal.  civ.  2,2.  with  another 
kind  of  fkill  and  power  than  ever  he  had  before*  and 

with 


t  i 


OF  EFFECTUAL  CALLING. 


with  better  fuccefs.  Therefore  get  wifdom,  and  with 
all  thy  getting,  get  underftanding,”  Prov.  iv.  7.  “  It 
is  a  welMpring  of  life  to  him  that  hath  it,”  Pi*ov.  xvi. 

22.  the  image  of  God  and  eternal  life  begin  here, 
John,  xvii.  3.  Col.  iii.  10.  The  firft  ftep  towards  it, 
is  your  fenfe  of  its  want  :  “  he  that  thinks  he  knows 
any  thing,  knows  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know, 

1  Cor.  viii.  2.  The  more  ye  know  in  truth,  the 
deeper  fenfe  (hall  ye  have  of  your  fcanty  attainments. 
“  He  that  will  be  wife,  let  him  become  a  fool  (in  his 
own  fight),  that  he  may  be  wile,”  1  Cor.  iii.  18. 
“  Whom  God  will  teach  knowledge,  and  make  to 
underfiand  doctrine,  he  weans  from  the  milk,  and 
draws  trom  the  breaft”  Ifa.  xxviii.  9.  of  their  mother- 
wit  and  carnal  underftanding.  Your  next  ftep  is,  to 
feek  wifdom  where  it  is  to  be  had,  namely,  at  the 
fountain-head,  “  the  Father  of  lights,”  James,  i.  5. 
He  that  thinks  to  obtain  of  himlelf  (a  phrafe  too 
much  in  ufe  with  fome),  goes  to  a  wrong  door  ;  and 
is  but  as  likely  to  fpeed,  as  a  beggar  that  afketh  an 
alms  of  himfelf  :  and  hence  it  is,  that  in  fo  many 
feekers,  there  are  io  few  that  find.  When  Solomon, 
from  a  lenfe  of  his  childhood  in  knowledge,  fought 
wifdom  of  God,  he  obtained  it  ;  when  ot  himfelf, 
though  better  flocked  than  before,  he  failed  ;  “  I 
laid  1  will  be  wife,  but  it  was  far  from  me,”  Eccl.  vii. 

23.  he  teemed  (at  this  turn)  to  be  of  the  free-will 
perfuaiion,  and  he  fped  accordingly.  He  therefore 
puts  upon  this  courfe  a  mark  ot  ignominy  ;  He 
that  trufteth  to  his  own  heart  is  a  fool,”  Prov. 
xxviii.  26.  I  heartily  with  it  may  not  be  taid  to  any 
among  us,  cc  thy  wifdom  and  thy  knowledge,  it  hath 
perverted  thee,”  Ifa.  xl vii.  10.  And  having  once 
got  this  Ipiritual  faculty,  preferve  it  like  fire  upon  the 
altar ;  let  it  never  go  out,”  Lev.  vi.  13.  and  for  your 
growth  in  it,  live  up  to  what  you  know.  “  He  that 
will  do  his  will,  (hall  know  of  his  doctrine,”  John, 
vii.  1 7.  2  Pet.  i,  5 — 8. 
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lnjo.  v.  It  the  divine  power  be  io  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiLiry  ;  then  red  not  on  means  or  miniftry,  though 
the  beft  »  ule  them  as  means,  but  ftill  have  our  eve 
towards  that  power  and  grace  which  alone  can  make 
them  eftedual.  Elilba  (mote  the  waters  with  Elijah’s 
mantle  but  it  was  the  God  of  Elijah  that  parted  them 
hitna  and  thither,  to  make  a  way  over,  2  Kings  ii 

,'4'  jd';'1  rol!ecl  tIie  ^one  fro;11  Lazarus’s  grave  • 

but  Chntt  was  he  who  brought  Lazarus  forth,  John! 

xi.  41—41..  Io,  the  minifter  preaches  Chrift  ;  but  it 
'l  God  only  that  gives  an  undemanding  to  know  him. 
Our  bulineis  is,  to  mind  our  duty,  and  to  have  our 
faith  in  God,  as  the  principal  part  of  it  :  for,  he  it  is 
wno  is  both  the  maker  of  our  plaifter,  and  the  layer 

0  011  ’  w  10  a^°  doth  influence  and  manage  it  for 

us,  from  firft  to  lad  ;  he  is  both  author  and  finifher, 

Hcb.  xii.  2.  “  It  is  God  that  worketh  all  in  ail  ” 

1  Cor.  xii.  6. 

Infer.  VI.  In  looking  over  the  feveral  parts  ot  this 
great  work,  and  parties  concerned  about  if,  let  not 
the  grace  ot  }efus  Chrift  be  overlooked  ;  nor  let  it  be 
lightly  conhdered,  how  little  (indeed  lels  than  noth¬ 
ing)  you  or  I  have  done  to  induce  or  help  it  on.  See 
how  manifeftly  our  Lord  and  Redeemer  approves 
hunfelf  the  good  ihepherd  :  he  is  not  (atisfied  to  fend 
Ins  lervants,  put  he  goes  hiinfelf;  and  I'ucli  is  his  care 
anii  love  to  our  fouls,  that  he  leaves  no  place  un- 
fearched  ;  ranges  the  briars  and  thickets;  balks  neith- 
mountains  noi  valleys  ;  no,  not  the  vn.  1  of  the 
fhadow  ot  death  ;  nay,  he  knows,  that  there  he  is  mod 
likely  to  meet  them,  and  lefts  him  not  until  he  has 
found.  He  cloth,  as  it  were,  forget  the  ninety  and 
nine  of  his  very  fhep,  that  are  already  brought  in  (yet 
io,  as  not  to  leave  them  without  a  good  guardian), 
and  ad  to  fetch  in  a  ftrag^ler  :  winch  having  found, 
lit.  clot  h  n  > t  yet  think  it  found,  till  he  have  it  at  home 
in  the  fold.  It  is  not  enough  with  him  to  move,  ar¬ 
gue,  pcrluade,  threaten  ;  and  if  they  will  not  comply, 
jet  them  take  their  courie,  and  feed  on  the  fruit  of 

their 
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their  doings  :  his  mercies  are  not  like  our  free-will 
mercies  to  otirfelves  :  to  fee  them  but  deeper  plung¬ 
ed,  by  all  he  hath  done  for  them,  would  not  he  to 
fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul  and  be  fatisfied.  But  if 
all  this  will  not  do  (and  he  knows  it  will  not),  he  ap¬ 
prehends  his  loft  fheep  fas  he  did  Manaffeh  and  Paul, 
or  as  an  officer  does  a  fugitive),  lays  it  on  his  fhoul- 
ders,  and  brings  it  home  ;  which  plainly  fhews  the 
fheep’s  averfenefs  to  return  :  for,  it  it  would  either 
lead  or  drive,  the  fhephetd  would  not  trouble  himfelf 
to  bear  it  on  his  back.  O  that  the  love  and  faithful- 
nefs  of  Chrift  might  have  its  weight  on  our  hearts,  to 
love  him  highly,  and  ourfelvcs  only  for  his  fake,  who 
laves  us  at  firft  againft  our  wills,  in  faving  us  from 
felf-wi  lied  nets  :  and  fo  making  us  willing  to  be  faved 
indeed  ! 

Infer.  VII.  If  all  that  pertains  to  falvation  be  given 
in  right  of  election,  then  let  every  foul  that  feeks  for 
fpiritual  gifts,  and  would  be  lure  to  fpeed,  apply  him¬ 
felf  to  electing  love  :  and  let  all  your  thankfulnefs 
for  all  that  you  have  or  hope  for,  be  referred  to  that 
love  :  for  that  is  the  rock  out  of  which  they  are  hewn, 
the  fountain  and  fpring  from  whence  they  proceed. 
See  the  bounty  and  noblenefs  of  it  !  eledting  love  not 
only  provides  your  home,  but  fends  you  waggons  and 
provision  for  the  way  :  regard  not  your  fluff :  what¬ 
ever  you  have  of  your  own,  be  it  good,  or  be  it  bad  ; 
for,  <c  the  good  of  all  the  land  is  yours.’’  Make 
mention  of  nothing  that  is  properly  thine,  except  the 
“  greatnefs  of  thy  fins,”  as  David,  Pfal.  xxv.  n.  the 
power  of  indwelling  corruption,  as  Paul,  Rom.  v\\9 
thy  inability  to  ferve  him,  as  Jofhua  and  Jeremiah, 
Jofh.  xxiv.  19.  Jer.  i.  6.  that  without  faith  thou 
canft  not  pleafe  God,  nor  give  glory  to  him  ;  that 
without  holinefs  thou  canft  not  fh'ew  forth  his  virtues, 
nor  anfwer  the  end  for  which  he  hath  chofen  thee  : 
and,  finally,  that  thou  canft  be  fan&ified  by  that  will 
only,  which  wills  thy  fan&ification,  Heb.  x,  10. 

Whan 
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When  Mofes  would  prevail  for  the  gracious  pref¬ 
ence  ot  God  with  that  people,  what  does,  he  plead  for 
it  r  “  Remember  (fays  he),  this  nation  is  thy  people  j 
and  wherein  thall  it  be  known,  that  I  and  thy  people 
have  found  grace  in  thy  tight .?  Is  it  not  in  this, 
tnat  thou  goelt  with  us  ?”  Exod.  xxxiii.  13.  ig. 
Here,  you  lee,  he  makes  God’s  prefenee  with  them 
an  evidence  ot  his  having  chofen  them  $  and  from 
lus  choofing  them,  he  draws  an  argument  why  he 
thou  Id  be  with  them.  Mofes  durft  not  lay,  “  They 
are  a  people  that  keep  thy  commands  ;  they  are  per- 
Ions  of  a  very  honed,  ingenuous  dilpolition  (as  feme 
ipeak)  ;  a  tractable  fort  of  men,  that  have  complied 
with  thee,  and  better  improved  thy  favours  than  their 
neighbours  have  done  ;  therefore  own  them,  and  go 
with  them  :  no,  but  “  condder,  I  pray  thee,  that 
they  are  thy  people  ;  thou  haft  cholen  them  aboxre 
all  people,”  Deut  x.  1  3.  and  therefore  deal  with  them 
above  the  rate  of  thy  dealings  with  other  men. 

In  like  manner,  having  received  any  fpecial  favour 
from  God,  lacrifice  not  to  your  better  defervings  ; 
but  as  Daniel,  who  though  a  man  of  lingular  wifdom, 
yet,  lays  he,  c;  this  lecret  is  not  revealed  to  me,  for 
any  wifdom  that  1  have  more  than  any  living,”  Dan. 
ii.  30.  Thus  all'o  we  find  David  deporting  himfelf, 
when  Nathan  brought  him  that  gracious  meflage 
C  ocl ,  how  ^ucat  things  he  would  do  for  him, 
and  for  his  houfe  ;  what  does  David  put  it  upon  ? 
<c  Thou,  Lord  God,  knowefl  thy  fervant  f  ’  that  is, 
thou  k noweft  that  1  have  done  nothing  which  might 
move  thee  to  this  munificent  bounty  :  but  “  for  thy 
word’s  lake,  and  according  to  thine  own  heart*  thou 
hafl  done  all  thefe  meat  things. 


2  Sam.  vii.  20, 


21 


this  is  the  voice  of  the  man  after  God’s  own  heart. 

Again,  iuppole  you  have  any  fignal  fervice  for 
God  ;  retire  into  felh-abafement,  and, magnify  God, 
that  he  was  plcafed  to  Vouch fafe  you  that  honour. 
Thus  alfo  did  David,  wlien  letting  his  aflfeftion  to  the 
houfe  of  God,  he  had  gathered  that  huge  incredible 
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mafs  of  treafure  for  the  building  it  :  he  wonders  not 
fo  much  at  his  having  goten  it  (though  that  might 
well  be  wondered  at)  ;  as  that  he  had  an  heart  fo 
freely  to  devote  it  to  that  facred  ufe  :  “  Who  am  I 
(lays  he),  and  what  is  my  people,  that  we  fliould  be 
able  to  offer  thus  willingly  ?  for  all  things  are  of 
thee/’  1  Chron.  xxix.  14.  He  acknowledged  their 
willi  ngnefs  to  offer  to  be  as  much  of  God,  as  the  of¬ 
fering  itfelf.  And  Paul,  having  laboured  more  abun¬ 
dantly  than  all  the  apoftles,  puts  from  himfelf  the 
:•  "-our  of  it  :  “  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which 
with  mcj”  1  Cor.  xv.  10. 

\  I  hree  or  four  things,  in  feeking  for  fpiritual  blefl- 
ings,  be  lure  to  keep  (till  in  your  mind. 

1 .  That  you  mutt  be  nothing  in  yourfelf.  New 
wine  is  not  for  old  bottles  ;  the  bottles  muft  firft  be 
undone.,  and  made  up  a-new  ;  or  elfe  the  wine  will 
be  fpilt,  and  the  bottles  perifh,  Matt.  ix.  17 .  All 
your  imaginary  righteoufnefs,  wifdom,  ftrength,  ff tc. 
muft  be  parted  from  you ;  and  it  is  as  neceffary,  as  to 
leave  your  made  ground,  to  build  on  the  firm  rock. 

2.  That  fpiritual  blefiings  are  a  gift,  and  will  not 
admit  of  any  plea  which  may  teem  to  make  them  wa¬ 
ges.  Lazarus  loved  Chrift,  yet  would  not  his  fifters 
ufe  that  as  their  argument ;  but,  “  Lord,  “  he  whom 
thou  loveft  is  fick,”  John,  xi.  3.  What  the  Scrip- 
iure  holds  forth  as  a  motive  with  God,  that  you  may 
plead,  and  that  in  his  name  :  and,  indeed,  nothing 
cue  is  pleadable  at  the  throne  of  grace.  Lfteem  not 
yourfelf  the  better  for  what  you  may  carry  with  vou  ; 
think  net  to  oe  accepted  hecaufe  ot  your  prefent  ;  it 
is  not  your  money,  Ifa.  lv.  1.  John,  vii.  37.  nor  your 
double  money  in  your  hand,  that  will  fetch  you  corn 
from  above,  though  it  may  from  Egypt  :  ill ver  and 
gold,  your  own  works  and  worthinefs,  are  of  no  value 
at  the  mint  of  free-grace  ;  but  there  it  is,  and  thence 

you  muft  have  whatever  may  render  you  welcome  at 
the  court  of  heaven. 


Be 
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Be  not  over-folicitous  how  you  (hall  {peed  ;  nor 
think  you  fhall  fare  worfe  tor  coming  in  fo  tattered 
and  pitiful  a  condition.  Free-grace  is  compaffionate, 
rich,  bountiful  :  you  are  not  the  lets  welcome,  be- 
cauie  you  bring  nothing  :  the  bed  qualification  is  to 
find  yourlelf  ill-qualified,  empty,  hungry,  poor,  na-; 
ked,  blind,  miferable.  Ele&ing  love  hath  provided 
enough,  and  more  :  not  bread  and  water  only  (though 
thefeare  very  welcome  to  an  hungry  and  thirfty  foul), 
but  wine  and  milk,  “  wine  on  the  lees,  a  feaft  of  fat 
things/’  Ifa.  xxv.  6.  not  aprons  made  of  fig-leaves, 
or  coats  of  beads  fkins  ;  but  long  robes  of  linen, 
fine  and  white  Rev.  xix.  8.  not  money  made  of 
leather,  or  bafe  metal,  that  would  burthen  one  to  car¬ 
ry  a  month’s  provifion  of  it  ;  but  gold,  and  of  that 
the  fined,  and  tried  in  the  fire.  Rev.  iii.  18.  which 
hath  nothing  of  drofs  or  cankering  rud  adhering  to 
it.  And  if  thou  have  but  little,  look  on  that  little  as 
an  earned  of  more  ;  “  to  him  that  hath  fhall  be  giv¬ 
en  although  thou  be  but  u  fmoaking  flax,  he  will 
not  quench  thee,”  Ita.  xlii.  3.  But  to  make  fure 
this  important  work. 

4.  Be  fure  you  leave  not  out  your  Mediator,  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrid.  Electing  love  doth  all  in  him, 
and  lo  mud  you  :  afk  ali  in  his  name,  and  then  fay, 
“  Lord,  he  is  worthy  for  whofe  fake  thou  fhoulded 
do  this.”  And,  withal,  take  heed  of  patrhing  ;  join 
not  law  and  grace  together,  led:  the  rent  be  made 
worfe  :  the  righteoufnels  wherein  you  mud  appear  be¬ 
fore  God,  is  not  made  up  of  divers  forts  and  pieces, 
panly  his  and  partly  your  own  ;  but  a  feamlefs  vef- 
ture  wrought  throughout  of  one  kind  of  fubdance, 
and  by  one  hand  :  in  this  you  may  approach  with 
holdnefs,  and  touch  the  too  of  the  golden  feeptre. 

Infer *  V1JI.  Having  fo  firm  and  impregnable  a  rock 
to  found  your  faith  upon  ;  why  [hould  the  greateft 
of  difficulties,  even  the  power  of  inbred  corruption, 
difeourage  any  foul  from  ending  itielf  upon  elccling 
Jove,  as  that  which  is  peifectly  able  j  and  the  very 

defign 
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defign  of  it  is,  to  fubdue  iniquity,  as  well  as  to  par¬ 
don  it  ?  It  chofe  us,  not  becaufe  we  were,  or  would 
be  holy,  but  that  we  might  be  fo,  Eph.  i.  4.  and,  to 
that  end,  undertakes  the  whole  of  our  work  for  us. 
It  is  between  us  and  fin,  as  it  was  between  I(rael  and 
the  Canaanites  ;  until  the  Lord  began  to  drive,  they 
did  not  ftir  ;  they  were  giants,  too  big  for  grafhop- 
pers  to  deal  with  ;  had  iron  chariots,  and  cities  walled 
up  to  heaven  :  and  yet  that  company  of  grathoppers 
turned  them  out  ;  and  this,  becaufe  the  Lord,  who 
gave  them  that  land,  was  at  the  head  of  them  ;  he 
went  before  them,  and  cut  their  way  for  them  ;  while 
he  drove,  they  were  driven  ;  when  he  ceafed,  the 
work  flood  fill!,  Pfal.  xhv.  23.  Exod,  xxiii.  2  8 .  nay, 
his  own  people  were  routed  and  put  to  the  worfe, 
Jofh.  vii.  4.  And  we  fhall  find  both  Mofes  and 
Jofhua  ftill  ufing  arguments  fetched  from  the  coven¬ 
ant  that  God  had  made  with  them,  by  which  always 
they  were  fupported.  Let  us  do  likewife,  make  elec¬ 
tion  our  all  j  our  bread,  water,  munition  of  rocks, 
and  whatever  elfe  we  can  fuppofe  to  want  :  here  we 
are  fure  of  fupply  and  fafety  :  it  is  a  tower  that  is  re¬ 
ally  walled  up  to  heaven  ;  a  never-to-be  emptied 
cloud  of  manna,  and  a  Jacob’s  well  that  is  never  dry  ; 
it  is^  deep  indeed,  and  you  have  nothing  (of  your  own) 
to  araw  with  ;  yet  be  not  difheartened  ;  flay  by  it, 
and  the  well  itfelf  fhall  rife  up  to  you,  Numb,  xxi* 
17.  rather  than  you  fhall  want. 

Infer  IX.  Having  done  all  you  can,  and  in  the 
midfl  of  your  doing,  walk  humbly,  as  living  on  anoth¬ 
er’s  bounty.  Aflume  not  to  yourfelf,  but  afcribe  the 
whole  of  your  falvation,  and  of  all  the  conducements 
thereto,  to  ele&ing  grace,  and  hang  on  that  root 
alone  :  even  faith  itfelf,  as  it  \s  the  believer’s  aft,  is 
(Hot  to  be  lefted  in,  nor  to  fhare  in  this  glory.  We 
may  fay  of  faith,  as  he  to  Felix,  whom  Casfar  fet  over 
them,  “  by  thee  we  enjoy  much  quietnefs  but  the 
honour  chiefly  belonged  to  Csefar,  who  gave  them 
that  governor.  Give  unto  faith  its  due  ;  “  accept 

always> 
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always,  and  in  all  places,  the  benefits  you  have  bv  it, 
with  all  thankfulnefs,,,  Afls,  xxrv.  2,  3.  for  it  does 
you  many  good  offices,  and  you  cannot  indeed  Jive' 
without  it ;  only  in  the  throne,  let  grace  be  above  it ; 
for  that  is  the  potentate  which  puts  faith  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  maintains  it  there  :  and  the  truth  is,  true 
faith  is  bed  pleafed  with  its  own  place.  To  this  end, 
the  Lord  tells  his  people,  it  was  not  their  fword  nor 
their  bow  that  drove  out  their  enemies  :  .but,  fay 
fome,  it  was  the  fword  and  bow  which  God  put  into 
their  hands,  and  which  they  manfully  employed  :  no, 
God  will  not  have  men  arrogate  fo  much  to  them- 

O 

felves  ;  but  to  acknowledge,  “  it  is  God  that  fubdues 
pur  enemies  under  us,”  Pfal.  lx.  12.  The  people 
with  Gideon  he  reckons  too  many  to  give  the  Medi- 
anites  into  their  hands  ;  why  ?  Left  they  fhould 
vaunt  themlelves  againft  him,  judges,  vii.  2.  Faith, 
and  other  graces,  are  mighty  only  through  God  :  as 
they  are  his  workmanfhip,  fo  it  is  he  only  can  keep 
them  going,  (as  a  watch,  or  other  engine,  cannot 
wind  up  itielt.)  To  frame  a  perpetual  motion,  no 
man  hath  ever  attained  ;  no,  not  in  trifling  matters. 
As  thou  hadft  no  hand  in  changing  thy  heart  at  firft, 
fo,  neither,  of  thy  felt,  in  carrying  on  the  work  after- 
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wards  :  all  our  lufficiency  is  of  God,  even  all  th 
itrivings  of  the  faints  areA‘  according  to  the  workings 
of  God  in  them,’ ’  Col.  i.  29,  A  good  tree  will  bring 
forth  good  fruit  ;  but  not  without  fun,  air,  dew,  and 
other  heavenly  influences  ;  for  if  feparate  from  thefe, 
the  tree  itfclf  will  die  :  fo,  without  a  continual  com¬ 
munication  of  virtue  from  above,  Cant.  iv.  16.  the 
new  creature  can  neither  act  nor  live.  Depend,  there  ¬ 
fore,  on  that  radical  grace  (that  is,  on  the  God  of  all 
grace),  for  preferving  and  a&uating  the  grace  he  hath 
given  you  :  reft  not  in  this,  that  you  know  God  ^ 
but,  rather,  that  you  are  known  or  him. 

By  this,  1  hope,  the  propotition  is  made  evident, 

f  its  ufefuinefs,  namely,  that  what¬ 
ever 
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ever  things  are  requifite  to  falvation,  are  freely  given 
of  God  to  ail  the  eledt,  and  wrought  in  them  effedtu- 
ally  by  his  divine  power,  as  a  part  of  that  falvation  to 
which  they  are  appointed  ;  and  are  all  contained  in 
the  decree  of  eledtion.  And  I  cannot  but  reckon  it 
one  (and  that  a  principal  part)  of  thofe  works  of 
God  that  Hand  tor  ever  ;  and  is  fo  perfedt,  that  noth- 
in a  can  be  taken  from  it,  nor  any  thing  added  to  it  ; 
and  is  a  good  introdudfion  into,  yea,  and  argument 
for,  the  final  perfeverance  of  believers. 


I 
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PERSEVERANCE; 

O  R, 

The  invincible  Progrels  of  Believers 
in  Faith  and  Holinefs. 


pOR  the  firmer  fupport  and  comfort  of  hi. 
people  (notwithftanding  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  their 
faith,  and  daily  infirmities  of  the  fleth,)  as  a!fo  to  al¬ 
lure  and  bring  in  others,  who  are  hankering  about  the 
door,  or  yet  in  the  high-ways  and  hedges,  it  hath 
pleafed  the  holy  and  only  wife  God,  to  indulge  us 
with  plain  and  pofitive  affurance  of  the  certain  con¬ 
tinuance  and  going  on  of  all  who  have  once  believed 
and  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  albeit  that 
many  concerned  in  this  affurance  attain  not  to  it* 
That  faith  and  holinefs  do  infeparably  follow  election, 
is  fhewn  before  :  our  bufinefs  now  is  to  fhew,  that 
faith  and  holinefs  are  of  an  abiding  nature,  and  fhaH 
never  be  loft  :  and  this  is  what  we  call  perfeverance, 
which  being  the  crown  and  glory  of  all  the  former 
points,  and  that  which  fecures  to  us  the  comforts 
arifing  thence,  being  alfo  as  much  impugned  as  any 
of  thofe,  the  proof  and  Confirmation  thereof  is  appar¬ 
ently  neceffary,  and  tending  to  profit.  And,  1  truft, 

IF. 
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lire 're-.r/ww  appelr  ,te  ",e  do9rine  is 

aJ  o  replete  with  arguments  promotive  of  holinefs  bv 
whtch  the  contrary  opinion  will  beft  be  contradifted  : 
or,  o  it  is,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  that  every  truth  hath 

eftahffh*  Wh!Ch  ipr-°pe,rly  tends  t0  irs  own  defence  and 
ettabhfhment.  It  is  the  property  of  men  truly  wife,  to 

enterprise  only  attainable  things,  and  things  worthy 

ieir  (W'  on'1’  as  ‘)llo>  *°  to  fram :  and  model  the  means, 
as  not  to  mils  their  intent  :  much  more  muft  it  be¬ 
come,  and  be  incumbent  upon  him  who  is  wifdom  it- 
Jdf  lo  to  do.  It  then  the  ultimate  end  of  all  things  is 
the  g;ory  of  God  ;  and  the  fecond  great  end  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  chofen  ;  it  may  well  be  concluded,  that 
the  properelt  means  for  attainment  are  pitched  upon 
and  thole,  fuch  as  will  compafs  his  end.  Hence* alfo 
we  may  be  fatisfied,  that  all  intermediate  occurrences 
(however  improper  in  their  own  nature,  and  caiuai  to 
lis  ,,  weieall  lore -appointed  of  God,  and  that  by  a  de¬ 
cree  mod  wife  and  fixed  ;  and,  confequently,  are,  and 
mali  be,  fo  difpenfed  and  overruled,  as  not  to  hinder, 
but  help  on,  and  biing  about,  the  thing  principally 
defigned  ;  which  therefore  thall  not  (cannot;  mifearry 
nor  be  finally  defeated.  However,  therefore,  men  of 
corrupt  minds  may  {tumble  at  the  word,  change  the 
truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  turn  his  grace  into  Jafciv- 
iouihefs  ,  and  f'otne  others,  not  of  defign,  but  by 
miftakc,  and  unacquaintcdnefs  with  the  true  (fate  of 
the  queflion,  may  difapprovc  and  objecl  againft  it  : 
yet  may  not  the  truth  be  difearded,  nor  its  friends 
ihv  t>  own  it  ;  but  ftrive  the  more  indultrioufly,  by 
the::  lobnety,  meeknefs,  holinefs,  and  all  good  fruits, 

:  >  make  the  world  know,  that  “  to  the  pure,  all  things 
are  pure  while  to  other  men  (through  the  impuri¬ 
ty  o.  i hot.  own  f punts)  all  tilings  are  defiled  and  turn¬ 
ed  into  h  «  ;  and,  in  particular,  that  tiie  do&rine  of 
I  .or  ,  unchangeable  Jove  to  ins  chofen,  and  their 
nole  s  abiding  therein,  is  no  way  an  inlet  or  encour- 
Zz  n;;’'  to  or  remi finds  in.  duty  j  but  the  moft 

powerful 
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powerful  flrengthener  ngairift  apoflacy,  and  mod  ef* 
iedml  quickener  to  ■goipel- obedience. 

The  fubftance  of  what  I  intend  lies  in  this  propc- 
fition  :  namely, 

That  all  and  every  one  of  God’s  elect,  being  once 
regenerate  and  believing,  are,  and  fhall  be  invin¬ 
cibly  carried  on,  to  the  perfect  obtainment  of 
bldTednefs  and  glory. 

r  Towards  the  evidencing  of  this  truth, 

1.  Let  us  take  in  things  of  a  lower  confideration 
t-han  that  of  eternal  falvation,  and  obferve  how  thufe 
perfons,  formerly  inftanced,  being  deftined  of  God  to 
eminent  fervice  in  the  world,  were  carried  through, 
and  that  completely,  to  the  end  of  their  work  ;  . not¬ 
withstanding  the  greateft  of  difficulties,  and  natural 
knpoffibihties,  which  flood  in  the  way  to  obflruft  it  : 
by  which  will  appear  the  certain  effect  of  God’s  pur- 
poles  ;  and  will  contribute  not  a  little  to  illuftrate  the 
point  in  hand. 

1.  I  begin  with  Abraham’s  feed.  In  Gen.  xii.  j. 
the  land  of  Canaan  is  given  them  by  promife  :  Ilaac, 
in  whom  this  feed  Should  be  called,  was  not  yet  born  ; 
nor  yet,  until  both  his  parents  were  pad  age,  Gen. 
xviii.  11.  To  help  this,  the  Lord  brings  back  the 
fun  many  degrees  ;  makes  it  a  new  Spring  time  with 
them,  and  gives  them  Ilaac,  chap.  xxi.  2.  When 
Ilaac  was  married,  his  wife  proves  barren  :  after  twen¬ 
ty  years  waiting,  the  Lord  (in  anfwer  to  prayer)  gives 
her  conception,  chap.  xxv.  21.  Now,  two  children 
they'  had  ;  the  elder  of  which  the  Lord  rejcols,  ver. 
23.  and  the  other,  to  whom  the  promife  belonged,  m 
danger  every  day  to  be  killed  by  his  brother,  and  fo 
the  , line  of  the  promife  in  danger  of  failing,  char, 
xxvii.  41 .  Jacob,  to  lave  his  life,  flies  to  Padanaram, 
chap,  xxviii.  2.  there  Laban  deals  hardly  with  him, 
chap.  xxxi.  41.  and  when  he  made  homewards,  fol¬ 
lows  him  with  evil  intent  :  but  the  Lord  in  a  dream 

takes 
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tikes  him  off,  ver.  23,  24.  No  fooner  is  he  efcaped 
irom  him,  but  Elau  comes  againft  him  with  four  hun¬ 
dred  men,  full  bent  to  revenge  the  old  grudge,  chap, 
xxxii.  6.  the  Lord  turns  his  heart  in  a  moment,  and 
melts  him  into  brotherly  affeedion  ;  that  inftead  of  de¬ 
stroying  Jacob,  he  proffers  himfelf  to  be  his  guard  and 
convoy,  chap,  xxxiii.  4.  12. 

When  Simeon  and  Levi  had  fo  highly  provoked 
the  Canaanites,  that  it  was  a  thoufand  to  one  but  they 
would  come  and  cut  off  Jacob’s  family  at  once,  chap, 
xxxiv,  25.  the  Lord  caufes  a  terror  to  fall  upon 
them,  that  they  do  not  fo  much  as  to  look  after  them, 
chap.  xxxv.  3.  W  hen  a  Seven  years  famine  was  com¬ 
ing  upon  the  land  (likely  enough  to  eat  up  poor  Ja¬ 
cob  and  his  houfe),  the  Lord,  by  a  ftrange  provi¬ 
dence,  fends  a  harbinger  to  make  provifion  for  them 
in  Egypt,  chap,  xxxvii.  28.  with  chap.  xli.  54.  When 
oppreffed  by  the  Egyptians,  and  all  means  ufed  to 
deltroy  them,  and  that  both  with  craft  and  cruelty, 
the  Lord  fo  orders  the  matter,  that  the  more  they 
were  oppreffed,  the  fader  they  grew,  Exod.  i.  12. 
and  by  an  high  hand  brings  them  out  at  lad.  In 
the  wildernefs,  they  carry  themfelves  as  unworthily 
towards  God  as  ever  people  did  ;  doing  all  that  in 
them  lay  to  cut  off  the  intail  of  that  good  land,  by 
their  unbelief,  and  daily  repeated  rebellions  ;  info- 
much  that  the  Lord  threatens  to  difpoffefs  them  : 
but,  for  his  promife  fake  made  with  Abraham,  with¬ 
draws  his  hand,  and  fpares  them.  I  might  indance 
alfo  the  great  draits  and  dangers  they  were  in  at  the 
red  fen,  which  the  Lord  divided  for  them  :  after¬ 
wards  for  want  of  water,  which  he  brings  them  out  of 
a  rock  :  then  for  bread,  which  alio  he  gives  them 
from  heaven  :  how  they  were  denied  paflage  by  Some, 
and  way-laid  by  others ;  and  yet  carried  on  and  de¬ 
livered  :  and  at  lad,  how  the  Lord  drove  out  thole 
iants,  whom  they  dcfpaired  of  overcoming  :  and  fo 
ave  them  the  land  in  pofieffion,  according  to  his 
promife  hundreds  of  years  before  :  there  failed  not 

ought 
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ought  of  any  good  thing  the  Lord  had  promifed  :  it 
all  tame  to  pafs,  Jolhua,  xxi.  45. 

2.  Joleph.  Little  Joleph  is  one  the  Lord  will 
honour  ;  which  in  feveral  dreams  he  intimates  to  him, 
Gen.  xxxvii.  7.  9.  11.  his  brethren  therefore  hate 
him  :  and  to  Irullrate  his  dreams  (which  fignified 
their  fubjeclion  to  him),  they  confpire  to  kill  him, 
verfe  18.  and  how  thall  Joleph  efcape  ?  they  are  ten 
to  one,  and  he  the  lead.  Reuben,  who  being  the 
elded,  was  moll  concerned,  in  point  of  honour,  to 
hinder  Joleph’s  advancement  ;  he  lhall  relent  at  the 
very  motion  of  making  him  away  ;  and,  out  of  ref- 
pedt  to  his  father,  fhall  deliver  him,  verfe  22.  Well, 
though. they  will  not  prefently  kill  him,  they  wiil  call 
him  into  a  pit,  where,  in  all  likelihood,  he  mult  per- 
i Hi  :  but,  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  the  Iih- 
maelite  merchants  pafs  by  in  the  very  inftant,  ere  any 
wild  head  lhall  have  found  him,  or  his  brethren  de¬ 
termined  worfe  againlt  him,  ver.  24.  28.  to  them  they 
leil  him,  and  by  them  he  is  brought  into  Egypt  (far 
enough  cut  of  Jacob’s  enquiry),  and  fold  to'the  cap¬ 
tain  of  Pharaoh’s  guard,  a  perfon  likely  enough  to  deal 
roughly  with  him.  But  here  the  Lord  owns  him,  and, 
to  brmg  him  into  favour,  makes  all  that  he  doth  to 
piofper  :  which  his  mailer  obferving,  puts  the  man¬ 
agement  of  all  his  ellate  into  Jofeph’s  hands,  chap, 
xxxix.  3,  4.  Now  there  is  fair  hopes  of  his  coming 
to  honour  :  but  how  foon  is  it  dallied  !  Joleph  be- 
lng  a  goodly  perfon,  his  lafcivious  miftrefs  tempts  him 
£  folly;  which  the  fear  ot  God  keeping  him  from, 
fhe  mi frc ports  him  to  his  mailer,  charging  her  own 
wickednels  upon  him.  Hereby  Potiphar’s  favour  is 
loll,  and  Joleph  call  into  prifon,  and  laid  in  irons, 
Gen.  xxxix.  7.  9.  I?.  2Q.  Pfal.  Cv.  18.  Now  all 
hopes  of  preferment  are  gone,  and  what  will  become 
of  his  dreams  ?  yet  dill  the  counfel  of  the  Lord,  tint 

flmil  Hand  ;  and  this  downfall  of  Joleph  fhall  prove 

another  ftep  of  his  riling  :  and  to  make  way  for  it 
two  of  Pharaoh  s  lerrants  (Ball  , fall  under  their  lord’s 
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difplcafure,  be  put  in  prison,  and  committed  to  Jo- 
feph’s  keeping  :  here  they  (hall  dream,  Jofeph  (hall 
interpret,  and  the  event  fhalt  an(wer  it.  Now  the 
day  begins  again  to  dawn  upon  Jofeph,  and,  by  the 
chief  butler's  reftorement,  fome  hopes  of  his  enlarge¬ 
ment  :  but  this  again  is  loon  overcaft  *  for  the  butler 
torgot  him,  Gen,  xl.  23.  notwithftanding  all  which, 
tile  providences  of  God  doth  {till  purfue  his  decree, 
and  ceafeth  not  until  Jofeph  is  Lord  over  Egypt,  and 
his  brethren  bow  down  before  him,  chap.  xli.  and  ch. 
xlii.  6.  and  chap.  ].  18. 

3.  David.  God  promifeth  David  to  give  him  the 
kingdom,  and  anoints  him  to  it,  1  Sam.  xvi.  12. 
Vv  hat,  notwithftanding  all  poflible  enterveniencies  ? 
Yes,  for  the  promife  is  abfolute  :  hath  the  Lord  (aid 
it,  and  (hall  he  not  do  it  ?  If,  therefore,  Saul  caft  a 
Javelin  at  him  (unfufpected,)  to  nail  him  to  the  wall ; 
a  fharpnefs  of  eye,  and  agility  of  body,  fliall  be  given 
him  to  difcern  and  avoid  it,  chap,  xviii.  1 1.  If  he 
determine  evil  againft  him,  Jonathan  lhall  advertife 
him  ol  it,  chap.  xix.  7.  If  he  lend  meflfengers  to 
Naioth  to  apprehend  him  ;  they  {hall  forget  their 
errand,  and  fall  a  prophelying  :  and  if  he  fend  others, 
and  others  after  them,  they  lhall  do  likewife  \  yea, 
Saul  himlelf  dial!  turn  prophet  for  a  day  and  a  night 
together,  that  David  may  have  time  to  eicape,  ver. 
20. — 24.  If  he  be  in  a  city  that  will  betray  him, 
and  net  a  friend  among  them  to  advife  him  of  it, 
the  Lord  himfelf  will  be  his  intelligencer,  and  fend 

O  J 

him  out,  chap,  xxiii.  12.  If  Saul's  army  have  en- 
compaifed  him,  and  no  way  left  to  efcape  3  the  Phi- 
liftines  fliall  invade  the  land,  and  tidings  lhall  come 
in  the  very  inftant,  and  take  him  off,  veile  26,  27. 
If  an  hoft  do  encamp  againft  him,  he  will  not  be 
afraid,  Plal,  xxvii.  3.  why  fo  ?  The  Lord  had  made 
an  abfolute  promile  ;  and,  therefore,  if  no  help  on 
earth,  “  lie  fliall  fend  from  heaven,  and  lave  me," 
Pfa  !m  Ivii.  Yea,  David's  wavering  at  times,  and 
the  weakneis  of  his  faith,  fliall  not  hinder  it  ;  atidthe 

reafon 
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1  eafon  of  all  was  this,  the  Lord  took  him  to  be  ruler 
over  his  people,  and  therefore  he  was  with  him  where- 
foever  he  went,  1  Chron.  xvii.  7,  S. 

4-  Jofiah.  “  A  child  fhall  be  born  in  the  lioufe 
of  ©avid,  Jofiah  by  name,  who  fhall  offer  the  bones 
of  Jetoboam’s  priefls  upon  his  alter,”  1  Kings,  xiii. 
2.  Jf,  therefore,  Athaliah  determine  to  diftroy  all  the 
feed^royal,  Jbafh  fhall  be  ftolen  from  among  the  reft, 
and  preferved,  2  Kings,  xi.  2.  and  by  him  David’s 
line  fhall  be  continued  :  and  Hezckiafi,  though  ficfc 
unto  death,  he  fhall  not  die,  but  be  healed,  as  Tt  were, 
by  a  miracle,  and  fifteen  years  added  to  his  life, 
lathei  than  Manalleh,  who  muft  be  Jofiah's  grand¬ 
father,  fhall  be  unborn,  chap.  20.  6. 

.  5.  Paul.  -  Paul  was  a  chofen  veflel,  appointed  to 

preach  Chrift  to  the  Gentiles,  and,  at  lafl,  to  bear 
•  witnefS  of  him  at  Rome  :  and  this  muft  be  clone,  al¬ 
though  bonds,  imprisonments,  and  death  itfelf,  do 
attend1  him  in  every  place.  If,  therefore,  they  lie  in 
wait  for  him  at  Damafcus,  and  watch  the  gates  n'ghc 
-and  day,  to  kill  him,  he  fhall  be  let  down  bv  the  wail 
in  a  bafket,  and  lo  efcape  them,  Acts,  ix.  2 — 25.  If 
all  Jerufalem  be  in  an  uproar  to  kill  him;  the  chief 
captain  ftialJ  come  with  an  army,  and  refcue  him, 
Acts,  xxi.  31,  32.  though  no  friend  to  Paul,  nor  to 
his  caufe.  It  more  than  forty  men  have  bound 
themfeives  with  an  oath,  that  they  will  neither  eat 
nor  drink  until  they  have  killed  him,  his  kinfman 
fhall  hear  of  it,  and  by  his  means  the  chief  captain 
lhail  be  his  friend  again,  and  grant  him  a  fuf- 
ficient  convoy,  chap,  x-xni.  14 — 23.  and  this 
attempt  fhall  be  anoccafionof  fending  him  to  Rome, 
where  his  laft  teftimony  is  to  be  given.  If  Jews  and 
Gentiles  make  an  affault  together,  to  ufe  him  defpite- 
f tally,  and  to  ftone  him,  he  fhall  be  aware  of  it,  and 
by  fleeing  fave  himfelf,  chap.  xiv.  5,  6,  7.  by  which 
means  alfo  the  gofpel  fhall  be  further  Iprcad.  But 
luppofe  he  be  left  in  their  hands,  and  they  fo  far  pre¬ 
vail  as  to  ftone  him,  and  drag  him  out  of  the  city, 
w.  19.  then,  fure,  his  work  is  at  an  -end  :  no,  all 
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this  [hall  not  hinder  ;  death  itfclf  fhall  not  feparate 
Paul  from  his  work.  It  is  not  his  being  once  (toned, 
nor  his  thrice  differing  (hipwreck,  nor  his  being  in 
deaths  often,  nor  any  thing  elfe,  that  fhall  make  void 
the  purpole  of  God  for  his  bearing  witnefs  of  Chrift 
at  Rome,  as  is  abundantly  evident  by  the  dories  of 
him,  and  the  event  at  lad. 

Other  indances  might  be  produced  to  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect  ;  but  by  thefc  we  may  take  an  edimate  of  the 
things  under  proof,  and  rationally  inter,  that  if  the 
Lord  be  fo  exaCt  and  punctual,  in  performing  his 
word,  touching  thefe  leder  things,  carrying  on  his 
work  through  t'uch  a  prefs  of  natural  oppofitions, 
much  more  will  he  be,  in  fecuringand  bringing  about 
the  eternal  welfare  of  his  chofen  :  that  as  he  dealt  by 
his  people  of  oljd  ;  “  he  bore  them  upon  eagles  wings,” 
Exod.  xix.  4.  (above  the  reach  of  danger)  and  “  kept 
them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye,”  (with  all  poffible  care 
and  tendernefs)  “  until  he  had  brought  them  to  him- 
felf,”  Deut.  xxxii.  10.  fo  will  he  carry  it  towards  his 
elect  ;  for  he  values  the  world  but  little,  fave  with 
refpedt  to  them. 

II.  Now  for  a  more  direct  proof  of  the  propor¬ 
tion  ;  though  two  or  three  witnefles  might  luffice  to 
edablifh  it  ;  yet,  fince  the  fcripturcs  do  abound  with 
tefeimonies  for  it  (the  collection  whereof  may  be  very 
ufetul  to  us,  for  the  help  of  our  faith,  in'  a  time  of 
temptation,  as,  allb  to  fortify  our  fouls  againd  the 
affaults  ot  fuch  as  teach  final  apodacy,)  1  iball  lome- 
what  enlarge  in  reciting  them,  with  lome  of  thofe 
genuine  deductions  that  flow  from  them.  In  the  Old 
Tedament  are  many  petitions  and  relolves  made  by 
holy  men,  which  imports  the  truth  of  this  doCtrine,  as, 
that  “  the  Lord  will  perfeCt  that  which  concerns  them  : 
that  he  will  not  forlake  the  work  of  his  own  hands,” 
Pfal.  cxxxviii.  8.  “  that  he  will  not  guide  them  by 
his  CQunfel,  and  alter  receive  them  to  glory,  ^ 
Ixxii.  24.  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  “  none  of  their 
Ueps  lhall  Aide,”  Pf.  xxxviii.  31.  and  this,  becaufe  it  k 


\  I  „  t 


OF  PERSEVERANCE. 


1 


307 

•»>  *  *  X  *.  > 

God  that  girds  them,  with  ftrength,  and  he  will  make 
their  way  perfect,”  Pfal.  3cvi(i.  32.  (with  abundantly 
more  ;  as  alfo  :n  Paul’s  Epiftles.)  In  every  of  which 
is  implied  a  promife  of  the  thing  prayed  for,  or  con¬ 
cluded  upon  :  tor,  without  fuch  a  promife,  they  could 
not  have  done  it  in  faith,  nor  juftly  have  given  them 
down  as  matter  of  inftrudtion  to  others.  But  we 
know  they  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  2  Pet.  i.  21.  who  knowing  the  deep  things  of 
God,  what  his  decrees  were,  and  what  was  contained 
in  the  “  promife  of  eternal  life  before  the  world  be¬ 
gan,”  Tit.  i.  2.  drew  out  their  hearts  to  believe,  and 
formed  their  prayers  accordingly. 

But,  be  (ides  chefe,  we  have  many  exprefs  promifes 
and  affirmations  of  it.  In,  the  tenth  of  John,  our 
baviour  fays,  ftiS.fheep  (hall  never  perifh,”  vcr.  28 
which  is,  in  effect,  their  faith  (hall  never  fail  ;  for, 
fafe  they  cannot  be  from  perifhing,  without  the  fe- 
curement  of  their  faith.  Again,  fpeakirig  of  the 
Spirit  of  holinefs  which  believers  receive  from  him, 
Joh  n,  iv.  14.  he  faith  exprefsly,”  Whofoever  drink- 
cth  thereof,  fhall  never  thurft :  but  it  fHall  be  in  him 
a  well  of  water,  fpringing  up  to  everlafting  life,  then 
it  lliall  not  be  dried  up,  Prov.  x.  30.  “  The  right¬ 
eous  fhall  never  be  removed,”  that  is,  they  fhall  never 
fall  back  into  their  former  ftate  ;  and  the  reafori 
ts,  became  “  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  ftrength  to  the 
upright,  ver.  29.  Whether  by  “  the  way  of  the 
Lord  be  meant  his  way  or  manner  of  dealing  with 
upiight  perlons,  which  is  to  increafe  their  ftrength 
j  according  to  Job,  xvii.  9.  or,  of  the  genuine  pro- 
perty  of  God’s  ways,  which  is  to  afford  that  peace 
apd  iatisfaftion  to  thofe  who  walk  in  them,  that  they 
fife  daily  more  habituated  and  connaturalized  to  them, 
and  eftianged  from  all  ways  elfe  ;  they  are  both  to 
fhe  purpofe  in  hand.  Prov.  xxiv.  ja.  ‘‘A 
juft  man  falleth  feven  fimes,  and  rifeth  up  again 
he  falls  not  lo  as  to  lie  where  he  fell ;  he  falleth  not 
into  mifchief,  as  the  wicked  doth  ;  yea. he  rather  gets 
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ground  by  his  fall,  as  verfe  5.  “  A  man  of*  ivifdom 

increafeth  (Length,”  from  a  lenfe  of  his  own  weak- 
ns(s,  he  is  led  to  (Length  everlafting,  as  was  Paul,  z 
Cor.  xii.  10. 

Prov.  xii.  21.  46  There  (hall  no  evil  happen  to  the 
ihfl,”  then,  not  the  greateft  and  worft  of  evils,  which 
is,  to  “  depart  from  the  living  (jod  lo  verle  3. 

44  The  root  ot  the  righteous  fliall  not  be  moved 
his  fruit  may  fometimes  be  blighted,  or  blown  off, 
li:s  branches  tolfed  with  a  tem'peft  ;  but  (till  his  root 
is  where  it  was  ;  his  life  is  hid,  and  free  from  all 
commotion,'  arid  fliall  therefore  renew  both  his  fruit 
and  branches  ;  “  he  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  fliall 
not'ceafe  from  yielding  fruit,’*  Jer.  xvii.  7,  8. 

Jer.  xxxii.  40.  “  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 

Hearts,  that  they  fliall  not  depart  from  me.  This,  (ay 
feme,  is  the  promile  of  affording  them  means,  but  not 
of  eftefting  the  end  ;  therefore  fee  chap.  iii.  19, 
“  Thou  (halt  call  me.  My  Father,  and  fliall  not  de¬ 
part  from  me  :  and  this,  becAufe  he  worketh  effectu¬ 
ally  in  them  that  believe,  1  Theff.  ii.‘  13/  as  at  firft 
in  caufing  thrftn  to  believe,  fo  now,  in  maintaining 
'and  pei feeling  their  faith. 

.Pfalnilxxxiv.it.  “The  Lord  withholdeth  no 
good  thing  from  them  that  walk  uprightly  l  and 
if  fo,  then  continuing  to  walk  uprightly  fliall  not  be 
withheld  from  them  ;  "which  deduction  is  alio  war¬ 
ranted  by  this  ;  “  that  the  righteous  (hall*  hold  on  his 
Way,  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  fliall  be  '(Longer 
and  (Longer,’'  Job,  xvii.  9.  as  alfo  lrom  Prov.  iv.  18. 
“The  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  Alining  light,  which 
fhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfe'dt  day/’  And 
David  further  backs  it,  where, 'from  his  prelent  faidL 
he  concludes  his  future  progrefs,  44  I  have  truftdBi 
flifll  riot  Aide,”  Pfal.  xxvi.  j.  and  this,  becaule  the 
Lord  h'Sldeth  his  foul  in  life,  and  fuffereth  not  his 

feet  to  be  moved,  Pfal.  lxvi.  9. 

Mark,  xvi.  16.  44  He  that  believeth  fhall  be 

faved  :  and  John,  xi.  26.  44  Whomever  liveth  and 
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believeih  in  me  (fays  Chrilt)  fliall  never  die,”  that  is 
he  that  once  has  faith  dial!  never  lofe  it  :  for  to  fav, 
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be  HaaJJ  keep  it,  if  he  do  not  lofe  it  (as  fome  would 
givq  the  feqle)  had  been  a  comfortlefs  and  empty 
notion,  and  injudicious  wa y  of  (peaking.  This  is  yet 
further  confirmed  by  John,  v.  24.  “.He  that  believ- 
eth  is  pafied  from  death  unto  life,  and  fliall  not  come 
into  condemnation  :  the  reafon  of  which  is  this,  that 
their  faith  is  founded  on  a  rock  ;  which  winds  and 
waves  may  beat  and  break  themfelvcs  again  ft,  :  but 
never  the  rock  irfelt,  nor  that  which  is  built  upon  it. 
Melt.  vii.  15.  “  He  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  is  as 
mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,”  Pfal.  exxv. 
1.  no,  not  (o  much  as  one  of  the  (lakes  of  that  taber¬ 
nacle  (liall  be  removed,  and  that  for  ever,  Ifa.  xxxiii. 
20.  i  Pet.  ii.  6.  “  They  fliall  not  be  afhamed  nor 
confounded,  world  without  end,”  Ifa.  xlv.  1 7. 

It  would  very  much  allay  that  fuperlative  caufe  of 
rejoicing,  that  our  names  are  written  in  heaven,  if 
poffibly  they  might  be  blotted  out  again  ;  fince  we 
find  in  ourfelves  fo  great  a  pronenefs  to  revolt,  which 
every  one  acquainted  with  his  own  heart  mud  ac¬ 
knowledge  :  but  we  are  lure  Chrifl  would  not  pro¬ 
pound  to  us  a  fallible  ground  of  rejoicing  :  for  that 
kind  of  dependence  he  is  evermore  calling  us  from. 
Believers  are  indeed  fometimes  foiled,  but  never  over¬ 
come  :  though  they  fall,  and  that  feren  times  in  a 
day  (as  was  faid),  as  often  do  they  rile  again  V and  it 
is  no  difparagement  to  their  leader  :  nay,  it  is  the 
glory  ol  a  general,  to  give  his  enemy  advantages,  and 
take  them  again  at  his  plealure,  to  his  enemies  grea¬ 
ter  confufion  and  overthrow.  Satan  got  nothing  by 
his  winnowing  Peter  :  Peter  loft  fome  of  his  chaff, 
which  well  might  be  fpared,  and  the  tempter  loft 
many  an  after-advantage  ;  for  the  world  of  believers 
have  been  the  warier  ever  fince.  To  this  I  fhall  only- 
add  that  of  the  holy  apoftle,  in  Rom.  viii.  he  was  per¬ 
vaded  (that  is,  he  was  thoroughly  fwayed  in  his  faith, 
to  believe  it  for  himfelf,  and  deliver  it  down  to  the 
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ages  to  come, as  a  truth  infallible)that cc  neither  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  {hall  be  able  to  fe- 
parate  from  the  lovp  of  God,  which,  is  in  Chrift  Jefus 
pur  Lord,’*  ver.  38,  39.)  hie  reckons  pp  all  that 
can  be  pamed  ;  and,  led  any  thing  might  have  llipt 
him,  he  brings  in  height  and  depth  ;  as  being  thofe 
two  extreams  that  take  in  all,  and  more  than  men 
can  think  :  and  then  refolves,  that  even  thefe  fhall 
not  be  able  to  do  it.  And  furely,  if  the  fuper-celeftial 
height  of  God’s  holinefs,  nor  the  infra-infernal  depth 
of  linru.l  fin,  fliall  not  (eparate  from  that  day  of  glo¬ 
ry,  which  the  Ions  of  God  were  predeftinated  to,  and 
tor  which  they  were  both  made  and  redeemed,  called 
into,  and  groan  for,  then  are  believers  roundly  fecured 
againft  final  apoftacy. 

III.  A*  third  fort  of  evidence  for  confirmation,  are 
certain  arguments  or  reafons  why  the  faints  mull  needs 
perfevere  in  faith  and  holinefs.  ‘ 

**  \  j  >  - 

By  needs  muft,  I  understand  no  other  kind  of  ne- 
cefiity,  than  well  confifts  with  perfeft  freedom  ;  fuch 
as  was  upon  Paul  to  preach  the  golpel,  which  was  a 
work  he  rejoiced  in  ;  and  fuch  as  was  upon  Jefus 
Chrift  to  bring  home  his  (heep,  and  to  lay  down  his 
life  for  them  ;  he  “  muft  needs  fuffer,”  A6ts  xvii.  3. 
Yea,  he  was,  ftraitened  till  it  was  accomplifhed,” 
Luke,  xii.  50.  That  it  was  written  in  his  heart,  was 
no  hinderance  to  the  freedom  of  his  will. 

Arg.  1.  The  firft  argument,  in  proof  of  perfever- 
ance,  is  founded  on  the  flints  extract  or  original, 
“  they  are  born  of  God,”  John  i.  13.  and  this  hath 
the  force  of  a  double  argument. 

1.  As  Cod  is  their  father  and  eternal  root.  Our 
Saviour  holds  forth  this  relation  as  the  ground  of  our 
faith  in  prayer.  Matt.  vi.  9.  and  he  begins  with  it 
lumfelf,v  when  he  prays  for  his  own  glory,  and  that 
his  dilcfples  might  be  partakers  of  it,  John  xvii.  1. 
to  the  fame  end, he  frequently  ufeth  that  ftile  of  Fa- 
ther  in  the  gofpel  of  John  ;  as  taking  delight  in  men¬ 
tioning  that  relation,  “the  Father  himlelf  loveth 

you, 
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you,”  chapi  xvi.  27.  and  “  !  afcend  to  my  Father, 
and  your  Father/'  chap,  xx.  17.  It  is  to  (Lengthen 
our  faith,  in  God  (through  himfelf)  on  the  account 
of  his  fatherhood  to  us.  “  the  Father  loveth  the 
Son,’*  ch.  iii.  2  v  and  he  loves  his  believers,  as  he  lov¬ 
eth  Chrift  himfelf,  chap.  xvii.  23.  on  which  ground 
the  apoftle  concludes,  that  “  he  cannot  but  give  us  all 
things  elfe,,,  Rom.  viii.  32.  Believers  are  the  produft 
of  his  love,  both  in  refpeCt  of  ele&ion  and  regenera¬ 
tion  ;  and  being  fo,  he  cannot  but  have  a  paternal 
affeCtion  for  them  ;  to  adminifler  to  them  whatever 
tends  to  their  fuftentation  and  growth,  and  to  keep 
off  whatever  would  intercept  or  weaken  his  gracious 
influences  towards  them  :  “having  once  loved  them, 
he  loves  them  for  ever,"  John,  xiii.  1.  They  may 
therefore  be  confident,  that  “what  he  hath  begun  in 
the  fpirit,  he  will  not  let  end  in  the  flefh  that 
<c  having  begun  a  good  work,  he  will  alio  perform 
it/’  Phil.  i.  6.  for,  as  they  have  their  fpiritual  being 
irom  him,  as  the  Father  of  it  ;  fo  it  is  as  natural  to 
him  to  d’.ffufe  his  virtues  into  them  without  intermil- 
fion,  as  for  a  vine  to  fend  up  its  fap  into  its  own  bran¬ 
ches,  or  the  lun  to  cherifh  the  plants  of  its  own  pro¬ 
duction.  All  the  natural  affeCtions  that  are  in  creatures 
towards  their  own,  are  but  drops  of  his  immenfe 
fulnefs  :  a  mother  may  poflibly  forget  the  child  of 
her  womb;  but  the  Lord  cannot  forget  his  offspring  ; 
“  that  none  may  hurt  them  (nor  they  themfelves,)  he 
will  keep  them  night  and  day,  and  water  them  every 
moment/’  Ifa.  xxvii.  3.  they  are  born  by  him  from 
the  belly,  and  carried  from  the  womb  ;  and  even  to 
their  old  age  he  will  carry  them,  and  deliver  them, 
Ifa.  xlvi.  3,  4. 

2.  The  new  creature  as  it  comes  from  God,  fo  it 
exifls  in  him,  and  lives  upon  him,  and  it  is  natural  to 
it  to  feek  its  nourifhment  where  it  had  its  original  : 
nothing  can  fatisfy  it,  but  that  great  deep  from  whence 
it  fprung :  as  a  new-born  child,  that  has  not  the  ufe 
of  reafon,  will  hunt  for  the  breaft  by  natural  inftinft, 
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and  not  be  quiet-  without  it.  As  foot*  as  ever  Paul 
was  converted,  “Behold  he  prays,”  Ads,  ix  „ 

rECnCV'CCe?d  SPint  °f  Chrift>  ^ev' can - 

t  blft  lnt'),ne  after  him,  as  Elilha  did  to  Elijah 

upon  tue  cafhng  ot  his  mantle  on  him,  i  Kings,  x.x’ 
19,  2D.  it  is  natural  to  them,  as  for  (parks  to  fly  Up- 
\'a:us.  They  are  (aid  to  be  “baptized  with  fire  •” 
not  on.y  becaufe  of  its  purifying  nature  ;  but  In. 
rdpedt  of  its  aljjirmg  quality  3  it  will  be  mounting, 
.*n.,t  not  ref!  till  it  comes  to  its  own  element.  Ob-: 
It  ructions  many  it  meets  withal  3  but  (fill  it  prefl'eth 
onwards  and  by  degrees  bears  down  all  before  it,  and 
carries  that  with  it  in  which  it  dwells,  to  the  place  of 
Jts  birth  ;  as  the  dove  could  not  *eft,  till  (he  came  to 
ti  e  ark,  whence  (he  fet  out.  This  is  lively  fet  forth  by 
cur  Saviour,  in  John,  vii.  38.  «  He  that  belitveth 

m  me,  out  ot  Iris  beily  (hall  flow  rivers  of  livin™ 
waters  3”  rivers,  that,  bear  down  all  oppolition  ;  and 
nveis  of  living  waters,  not  land  floods,  which  are  but 
oi  fhort  continuance  ;  or  handing  pools,,  fubjedt  to 
crying  up  3  but  rivers,  and  thofa  fuch  as  have  an  im- 
lnoita!  Lead.  We  lee  how  all  things  tend  to  their 
centre:  “  The  vvicked  fleep  not  unlds  they  do  evil,” 
Priy.  iv.  16.  f hey  can  bear  the  want  of  things 
molt  neceflary  to  their  being,  rather  than  ceafe  from 
iin  :  they  are  of  the  ferpent’s  brood,  and  the  “  luffs 
of  their  father  they  will  do,”  John,  viii.  44.  Judas 
v.  as  a  (.evil,  and  that  carried  him  headlong  to  his  own, 
place,  Adis,  i.  25.  And  if  being  born  ot  the  devil, 
habituates  men  with  fo  ftrong  and  retllels  a  bent  to 
devihlh  luffs,  the  divine  nature  mud  needs  work  as 
efficacicufly  towards  God,  and  God-hke  adlions  :  his 
love  con  (trains  them,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  And  if  it  were 
not  fo,  me  ingialted  word  had  never  born  an  human 
flock  to  heaven  :  the  firlt  fruits  of  the  Spirit  poffefs 
them  with  an  earneft  expectation  and  longing  for  the 
haivelf,  Rom.  viii.  23.  It  :s  true,  the  remainders  of 
the  old  man  will  flill  be  oppofing  the  new,  and  many 
centeds  there  arc  between  them  :  but  grace  (like  him 
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that  is  advocate  for  the  king)  will  ever  have  the  lad  word*, 
and  will  alfo  go  out  victor.  Ye  may  fee  it  in  Jere¬ 
miah,  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  made  a  reproach  to 
him  ;  he  therefore  refolves  to  flifle  it,  and  will  no- 
more  fpeak  in  his  name  :  but  how  fucceeds  this  car¬ 
nal  refolution  ?  The  word  of  the  Lord  was  in  his 
heart,  as  fire  flhut  up  in.  his  bones,  he  was  weary  of 
forbearing,  he  could  not  hold,”  chap.  xx.  8,  9.  And 
Jonas,  when  he  thought  himfelf  cut  off,  and  in  the 
belly  of  hell  ;  yet  (faith  lie,  yet)  will  I  look  again 
towards  thy  holy  temple,”  Jonah,  ii.  2.  4.  Pfal.  lxxxiv. 
6,  7.  (  as  the  needle,  that  is  rightly  touched,  never 
reds,  but  in  pointing  towards  the  pole  ;)  and  when 
obftrufted  in  their  courfe,  they  cry  the  moft  earnedly, 

O,  when  fliall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  r” 
Pfal.  xlii.  2. 

‘  •  1  1 

<drg.  II.  Another  argument  is  taken  from  the  graces 
themfelves  which  are  the  fubjefts  of  perfeverance  > 
namely,  faith  and  holinefs  :  which  let  us  confider, 
hrii,  as  they  are  a  gift,  then  in  the  genuine  ufe  and 
property  of  them. 

1.  As  they  are  a  gift.  They  are  of  thofe  goad  and 
perfeft  gifts  which  comedown  from  above,  from  the 
Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no  variablenefs,  nor 
fhadow  of  turning,  James,  i.  ]  7,  18.  This  attribute 
of  God  s  unchangcablenefs  is  fitiy  and  fignificantly 
added,  to  fhew,  that  as  good  and  perfeft  gifts  are 
from  God,  and  from  him  only  ;  fo  that  he  never 
changeth  in  his  purpofe  concerning  thole  to  whom  he 
once  gives  them  ;  they  are  of  thofe  gifts  which  are 
without  repentance  :  as  alfo,  that  thefe  his  gifts  do 
partake  of  his  own  unvariablenefs  ;  they  cannot  die, 
nor  turn  to  be  any  other  than  what  they  were  at  firft, 
fave  only  in  point  of  perfection.  There  can  happen 
no  after-unworthmeis  in  thofe  he  gives  them  to,  which 
he  did  not  forefee  when  he  gave  them,  (which  feems 
to  be  implied  in  the  following  words,  “  Of  his  own 
will  begat  he  us,”)  and  fo,  no  caufe  why  he  fhould 
withdraw  them,  which  would  not  as  well  have  hindered 
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his  giving  them,  at  firft.  As  the  word  of  God 
is  not  yea  and  nay,  fo  neither  are  his  gifts.  They 
are  alfo  God’s  workmanfhip  ;  and  “  we  know  (faith 
Solomon)  that  whatfoever  God  doth,  it  (hall  be  for 
ever,  nothing  can  be  put  to  it,  nor  any  thing  taken  ' 
from  it,”  Eccl.  iii.  14. 

2.  Let  faith  and  holinefs  be  confidered  in  the  ge¬ 
nuine  ufe  and  property  of  them.  Nothing  fo  endan¬ 
gers  the  foul  as  felMulnefs  ;  faith,  therefore,  was  or¬ 
dained  to  nullify  that,  and  devolve  the  foul  on  another, 
namely,  Chrift  ;  which  the  more  it  does,  the  fafer  it 
is ;  and  having  once  done  it,  it  never  undoes  it  again. 
Faith  alfo  is  an  active  grace,  and  diligent,  and 
therefore  thriving  ;  he  that  hath  it,  (hall  have  more 
of  it,  Luke,  xix.  26.  (then  lure  he  fhail  not  loc/fe 
that  he  hath  !)  it  is  always  travelling,  and  never  tired  ; 

1.  Becaule  it  travels  in  the  ftrength  of  omnipotence, 
u  which  never  faints,  nor  is  weary,”  I  fa.  xl.  28.  and, 

2.  Becaule  it  works  by  love,  Gal.  v.  6.  which  is  the 
moft  kindly  and  efficacious  principle  of  fervice  and 
great  afts.  Love  is  an  endlels  ferew  :  it  has  truly  at¬ 
tained  the  perpetual  motion  ;  it  enables  to  render  all 
things,  and  faileth  not,  1  Cor.  xviii.  7,  8.  All  that 
God  doth  for  his  people  is  from  love,  John  iii.  16. 
and  all  that  they  do  tor  God  grows  from  the  fame 
root  ;  they  love  him  becaufe  he  loved  them  firft, 

^  Job  n,  iv.  19.  Love  is  that  which  renders  a  work 
both  pleafant  to  the  agent,  and  acceptable  to  the  ob- 
jeft  of  it  ;  faith,  therefore,  working  by  love,  fhail 
never  be  weary  of  its  work,  nor  fail  of  its  end  ;  “  it 
is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace,”  and  confe- 
quently  lure,  Rom.  iv.  16.  And  as  for  holinefs, 
(which  is  a  difpolition  according  to  God,  and,  capaci-. 
tates  for  the  blelled  vifion,)  a  little  of  it,  in  truth,  is 
of  infinite  value  y  the  very  fmoak  of  it  fhail  not  be 
quenched.  Matt.  xii.  20.  and  it  would  be  ftrange,  if 
a  thing  fo  precious  fhould  be  liable  to  putrefaction  : 
but  it  is  not  ;  yea,  it  changeth  other  things,  but  is 
itfelf  never  changed.  It  is  of  a  (preading  nature  y 
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compared  therefore  to  leaven  put  into  dough,  and  hid 
there,  till  the  whole  lump  be  ieafoned.  It  is  of  an 
afiiinulating  property  there  is  an  heavenly  ;  tinfture 
in  it,  which  fa  notifies  all  that  it  toucheth  ,  “  to  the 
pure  all  things  are  pure,”  Tit.  i.  15.  It  alfo  meetens 
for  converfe  with  God,  and  it  draws  and  engageth  the 
foul  to  him  ;  there  it  is  in  its  proper  element,  and 
out  of  which  it  cannot  live  :  and  by  this  converfe 
it  is  both  increafed,  and  fublimated. 

A  natural  body,  once  in  being,  can  never  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  nothing  :  how  then  fhould  things  of  divine 
jubilance  ?  they  are  born  of  incorruptible  feed,  which 
liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,  1  Pet.  i.  23.  and  as  the 
feed  is,  fuch  vyill  be  the  fruit  ;  the  older  it  grows,  the 
firmer  it  is  y  he  that  hath  clean  hands,  fhall  be  ftron- 
ger  and  ftronger,  Job,  xvii.  9.  They  are  the  holy 
leed  ;  and,  therefore,  though  they  caft  their  leaves 
(at  times),  their  lubflane  is  in  them,  Ifa.  vi.  13.  by 
which  they  are  ftill  renewed.  Holinefs  is  the  feed  of 
glory  ;  and  holy  perfons  are  in  glory,  as  to  its  kind, 
and  the  certainty  of  their  obtainment ;  albeit  it  has 
no  glory  at  prefent,  in  comparifon  of  that  which  fhall 
be,  as  the  leed  of  the  rofe  or  lilly,  compared  with  the 
flowers  they  will  grow  into,  and  which  are  virtually  in 
them.  According  with  this  is  that  of  our  Saviour, 
“He  that  believeth,  hath  everlafting  life,  John,  iii.36. 
it  argues  the  certainty  of  their  perleverance,  the  law 
of  his  God  is  in  his  heart  ;  none  of  hisfteps  (hall  Hide, 
Pfal.  xxxvii.  3 1.  and  therefore  he  faith,  “  Deftroy  ic 
not,  there  is  a  bleflingin  it,”  Ifa.  lxv.  5.  8. 

Arg.  III.  Another  proof  arifes  from  the  nature, 
extent,  and  defign  of  providence  ;  or  from  the  intent 
and  purpole  of  God,  in  that  great  variety  of  things 
which  believers  are  exercifed  with  in  the  world. 
There  are  three  things  conliderabie,  to  make  out  this 
argument  : 

1.  That  there  is  a  divine  providence  which  governs 
the  world  ;  as  in  dividing  to  the  nations  their  inher¬ 
itance,  and  bounding  their  habitations,  at  firft  ;  fo, 

by 
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b}  continuing  them  ip,  poffeflion,  or  outing  them, 
at  his  plcafure  ;  and  tjuW  iorae  times,  by  very^uali^c-' 
!y  means,  and  over-ruling  things  accordingly.  Seir 
being  given  to  Efau,  and  Ar  to.  the  children  of  Lot, 
and,  thejr  term  not  yet  expired,  the  Lord  inclines 
them  to  let  Iirael  pafs  through,  and  to  give  them 
meat  lor  their  money  :  whereas  the  Amorites,  who 
were  defined  to  deftrudion,  he  hardens  their,  fpirits, 
and  makes  them  obftinate,”  Deut.  ii.  29,  30.  that  they 
deny  them,  paffage,  and  come  out  againii  them  in 
battle.  So,  when  he  would  tranflate  the  Chaldean 
monarchy  to  the  Perfians  ;  he  enfeebles  the  one,  but 
ft  its  up  the  others  fpirits  ;  and  “  girds  them  with 
ftrength,”  Jer.  xv.  11.  lfa.  xly.  1 — 5.  How  often 
doth,  the  Scripture  repeat,  that  the  Lord  reignetn  : 
that  lie  puts  down  one,  and  iets  up  another,  Pfah 
xciii.  1 .  xcviii,  1.  Ixxv.  7.  that  he  doth  according  to 
his  will,  in  thearmi.es  of  heaven,  and  among  fl;  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  earth,  Dan.  iv.  35.  How  evident 
is  it  in  his  humbling  of  Pharaoh,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
and  others  ?  This  providence  reacheth  to  all  manner 
of  perlons,  times,,  and  things,  and  circumftribes  them, 
it  leaves  not  the  lead  things  to  a  contingency  ;  even 
nvens,  fparrows  and  lilies  ;  yea,  and  the  hairs  of  your 
head  are  ail  numbered,  and  under  the  conduct  of  the 
providence  of  God,  Matt.  vi.  26. 

2.  That  the  defign  and  courfe  of  God’s  providence 
is  to  accomplifh  his  purpofe.  As  providence  gov¬ 
erns  the  world,  fo  purpofe  is  the  diredor  of  provi¬ 
dence.  He  is  a  provident  man  that  orders  his  affairs 
prudently  ;  that  is,  fo  that  nothing  is  wanting,  nor 
any  thing  (pent  in  v/aftc.  Both  thefe  are  in  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  eminently  :  for,  1,  It  is  allfufficient  ; 
fupplies  all  needs  ;  gives  all  things  pertaining  to 
means  and  end.  2.  It  does  nothing  in  vain,  nothing 
iupeifluous  or  impertinent  to  hi  purpofe.  Things 
mod  caufual  to  men,  are  levelled  at  a  fet  and  certain 
end  :  what  the  Lord  fpeaks  with  his  mouth,  he  ful¬ 
fils  with  his  hand,  1  Kings,  viii,  24.  and  his  ad  fhali 
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not  vary  a  tittle  from  his  decree  :  for,  known  lift  to 
God  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning  Ot  the 
world.  Whence  was  it  that  Efau  tarried  (6  long  at 
hunting,  that  he  was  over- faint  ?  that  Jacob  was 
making  pottage  juft  when  Efau  ccmts  in,  which  fee 
his  appetite  on  edge  after  it,  but  that  the  p'uVpofe  ct 
God,  according  to  election,  might  ftand  ?  the  elder 
muft  ferve  the'younger  ;v  which  now  came  to  pafs, 
by  the  fale  of  hi?  birth-right?  and  thus  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  Gocl  makes  even  the  profanenefs  of  men 
fubferve  to  his  end.  The  Lord  had  determined  to 
caft  Judah  and  Jerufalem  out  of  his  fight  for  their 
obftinacy  ;  and  to  this  end  (that  is,  to  make  wiry  for 
it),  “it  came  to  pafs,  that  Zedekiah  rebelled  againft 
the  king  of  Babylon,”  a  Kirigs,  xxiv.  20.  it  was  to 
fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord  befete  declared,  2!  Chron. 


xxxvi.  21.  though  that  was  far  from  the  rebeiler’s 
intent.  So  he  gave  Cyrus' all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  tti&t  he  might  build1  his  temple  at  jerufalem  ; 
and  it  was  t‘o  fulfill  his  purpofe  before  alfo  recorded, 
as  is  evident,  ver.  22,  23.  In  like  manner  Herod, 
Pilate,  and  the  Jews,  they  all  confpire  tile  death  of 
Chrift,  and  each  party  on  a  feveral  account  ;  not 
thinking  in 'the  leaft  to  fulfil  the  determinate  counlel 
of  God  ;  yet  that  was  it  which  providence  intended, 
as  is  plain  by  A  efts,  ii.  23.  As  alfo  the  foldiers,  in 
parting  his  garments,  and  piercing  his  fide  :  it  was 
their  barbarous  rudenefs  which  put  them  upon  it  i 
but  providence  defigned  to  make  good  a  prophecy  ; 
thefe  things  therefore  the  foldiers  did,  John,  xix.  24. 
All  that  God  doth  in  the  world,  is  .the  tranfeript  or 
impreflion  of  his  ancient  decrees. 

3.  That  the  providence  of  God  never  fails  of  its 
end.  If  he  will  work,  who  Avail  let  it  ?  for  our  “Govi 
is  in  heaven,  and  doth  whatloever  he  will,  Pfal.  cxv. 
3.  And  what  will  he  work  ?  the  things  that  are 
convng,  and  fhall  come,  Ifa.  xliv.  7.  he  "hath  both 
devifed,  and  done  it,  Jer.  li.  12.  His  purpofe  is  to 
preferve  his  people  ;  and; ‘therefore,  “  no  weapon  that 
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is  formed  againft  them  (hall  profper  :  whofoever  ga¬ 
thers  together  againft  them  (liall  fall  for  their  fakes,” 
l!a.  liv.  i  3.  17.  11  for  as  he  hath  purpofed,  fo  it  (hall 
itand,  chap.  xiv.  24.  1  he  Scriptures  abound  with 

mltances  of  this  kind  :  as,  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
Lord  will  execute  judgment,  the  thing  lhall  be  done, 
be  the  means  never  fo  weak  and  improbable  ;  though 
the  army  of  the  Chaldeans  were  all  wounded  men, 
lhall  they  burn  Jerufalem  with  fire,”  Jer.  xxxvii. 
10.  Shamgai  lhall  kill  fix  hundred  men  with  an  ox* 
goad.  Judges,  lii.  13.  and  Sampfon  a  thoufand  with 
the  jaw-bone  of  an  als,  chap.  xv.  13.  Thefe  things 
confklered,  and  laid  together  (though  moftly  refer¬ 
ring  to  temporal  things),  do  ftrongly  inforce  the  ar¬ 
gument  for  things  ot  fpi ritual  concernment  :  inaf- 
much  as  things  of  eternal  moment  are  worthy  of 
more  peculiar  regard  and  fecurity^ 

Now,  all  a  believer’s  exercifes,  which  may  feem  to 
endanger  him,  are  either  from  the  guilt  of  fins  com¬ 
mitted  j  from  the  power  of  indwelling  corruption  ; 
from  Satan’s  temptation,  or  perfecution  from  the 
world  :  none  ot  which  come  on  them  accidentally, 
but  as  things  fore-appointed  of  God,  and  for  a  good 
intent.  It  is  “  for  the  cleft’s  fake  that  all  things  elfe 
have  their  being,”  2  Cor.  iv.  15.  and  are  all  vaufed 
to  work  together  for  their  good,”  Rom.  viii.  28.  as, 
namely,  to  humble  them  for  lm  j  to  wean  them  from 
the  world  ;  to  endear  Jefbs  Chrift  to  them  ;  to  fhevv 
them  the  ufefulnefs  of  ordinances  ;  to  exercife  and 
try  their  graces  ;  to  purge  out  their  drofs  ;  to  enable 
them  to  fuccour  others  j  to  demonftrate  the  wifdom, 
power,  and  faithfulneis  of  God  towards  them  ;  to 
meeten  them  for  glory  ;  and  to  make  them  groan 
and  long  to  be  clothed  upon  with  their  houfe  from 
heaven  :  as  might  plentifully  be  made  out  by  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  vifible  effefts  thereof  upon  thofe 
who  have  been  exercifed  thereby.  To  infiance  a  few 
particulars  :  David,  after  that  great  mifearriao-e  in  the 

. .  r  1.  ,  o  o 

:aatter  ot  Uriah,  with  his  broken  bor.es  upon  it,  walk¬ 
ed 
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cd  the  more  humbly  and  warily  all  his  days  :  he  was 
alfo  the  more  intent  on  that  great  duty  of  “  teaching 
tinners  the  way  of  God,”  Plai.  li.  13.  Peter,  he  alto 
got  ground  by  denying  his  mafter  :  thereby  he  came 
to  fee  his  own  weaknefs,  the  need  he  had  of  Chrift  s 
fupport,  and  continual  prayer  for  him  ;  and  we  hear 
no  more  of  his  carnal  confidence  after  that  :  but  what 
a  clamour  and  outcry  does  he  make  againft  our  ad- 
\  erjary  the  devil  !  1  Pet.  v.  8.  to  warn  others  by  his 
own  example,  what  danger  they  are  in  by  a  carnal 
confidence.  And,  doubtlefs,  what  the  tempter  got 
by  Peter’s  fall,  he  loft  the  double  of  it,  by  the  aftcr^ 
watchfulnefs  of  others  ;  for  that  is  the  dcligned  end, 
to  ftrengthen,  eftabhfh,  and  fettle  them,  ver.  10. 
Luke,  xxii.  31.  Paul  had  a  melfenger  of  Satan  let 
loofe  upon  him,  to  buffet  him  ;  the  end  of  which 
was,  to  humble  him,  and  to  fhew  him  the  fufliciency 
of  the  grace  of  Chrift.  It  is  likely  alio,  that  he  got  as 
much  by  tiiat  thorn  in  his  flefh,  as  by  his  rapture  and 
revelation  :  to  be  fure,  they  did  well  together,  and 
poifed  him  the  better  for  his  work.  The  like  effect 
upon  Job,  Job,  xxiii.  10.  with  chap.  xl.  4.  and  chap. 
xliL  6.  Mary  Magdalen,  the  remembrance  of  the 
feven  devils  which  once  pollefled  her,  and  of  that  love 
which  caft  them  out ;  how  did  it  heighten  her  love  to 
Chrift,  and  keep  her  heart  in  a  melting  frame  !  u  fire 
loved  much,  becaufe  much  was  forgiven  her,”  Luke, 
vii.  47.  The  people’s  forty  years  travel  through  that 
great  and  terrible  wildernefs  ;  among  fiery  ferpents 
and  fcorpions,  it  was  to  prove  them,  and  to  do  them 
good  in  the  latter  end,  Deut.  viii.  15,  16.  They  were 
alfo  fent  into  captivity  for  their  good,  Jer.  xxiv.  5. 
this  was  all  the  fruit  intended,  to  take  away  their  fin, 
Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  and  to  make  them  partakers  of  his  holi- 
nefs,  Heb.  xii.  10.  Thefe  things,  indeed,  at  prefect, 
are  phyfic,  which  nature  defires  not  :  yet  are  they  as 
needful,  in  their  feafon,  as  our  food  ;  and  in  very 
faithfulnefs  we  muff:  have  them  ;  which  alfo  is  evident 
by  the  fcope  of  the  new  covenant  ;  as  will  appear  af¬ 
terwards. 


,  A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

•  f  , 

terwards.  Now,  thefe  things  confidered  and  laid  to¬ 
gether,  I  think  it  may  be  well  inferred,  that  “  ail 
tluie  things  worketh  God  with  riian,”  not  to  deftroy 
him,  but  to  bring  back  his  foul  from  the  pit,’*  Job, 
xxxni.  29,  30.  they  are  all  made  to  turn  to  their  fal- 
vation  ;  they  have  always  triumphed  over  them,  and 
been  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved 
them,”  Rom.  viii.  37.  and  ever  fhall.  And  if  this 
be  the  fruit  of  all  that  doth  or  can  befal  a  believer, 
while  in  this  world  (and  there  is  no  more  of  evil  or 
danger  when  this  is  done),  then  welcome  let  them  be 
(by  the  grace  of  God),  as  another  demonftration  of 
their  invincible  Perfeverance.  “  Whofo  is  wife,  and 
will  obferve  theie  things  ;  even  they  fhall  underhand 
the  loving- kindnefs  of  the  Lord,”  Pfalm  cvii.  43. 

Arg.  IV.  A  fourth  argument  for  the  faints  perfe¬ 
verance,  is  built  on  their  union  with  Chrift,  which  is 
of  that  intimatenefs,  that  the  Scripture  lets  it  forth  by 
terms  of  neaieft  relation,  as  foundation  and  building, 
vine  and  branches,  father  and  children,  hufband  and 
fpoufe,  head  and  members,  yea,  they  are  both  called 
'(interchangeably)  by  the  fame  name;  he  is  called 
Jacob,  and  they  are  called  Chrift,  Pfal.  xxnv.,6.  with 
1  Cor.  xii.  12.  And,  which  is  more,  if  more  can  be* 
he' communicates  to  them  that  title  which  orre  would 
trunk  incommunicable,  namely,  “  the  Lord  our  right- 
'eoufnefs,”  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  with  xxxiii.  16.  And  this 
union  is  luch  as  can  never  be  difiolved  :  there  is  the 
like  oncnefs  between  Chrift  and  them,  as  between  the 
b  ather  and  Chrift,  as  is  plain  by  that  pafiage  of  his 
prayer  in  the  xvirth  of  John,  21.  “  That  they  all  may 
be  one”  (how  one  ?)  “  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and 
I  in  thee,  that  they  may  be  one  in  us.”  They  are  fo 
near  to  him,  that  they  are  fard  to  be  “  of  his  flefh, 
and  of  his  bones,”  Kphef.  v.  30.  as,  alfo,  that  they  are 
*  “  one  ipirit,”#i  Cor.  vi.  17.  He  and  they  are  actu- 
'jtrdd'  by  the  fame  Spirit,  as  the  head  and  members  of 
:  the  fame  bodv  are  by  one  foul. 

.  And 
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And  this  is  the  reafon  why  believers  cannot  walk 
sifter  the  flefh.  c£  The  Spirit  of  life  which  is  in  Chrift 
Jeius  (as  their  root)  rules  in  them,”  Rom.  viii.  2. 
'fhey  are  preferred  in  Chrift,  Jude,  ver.  i.  as  Noah 
was  in  tne  ark  ;  or  as  branches  in  their  own  flock  : 
for  this  difference  is  ftiil  to  be  noted,  that  believers 
have  not  this  life  in  themfelves,  as  Chrift  hath  ;  but 
they  have  it  in  him,  which  is  better  tor  them  than  if 
in  their  own  keeping  :  for,  being  in  him,  as  in  a  root, 
it  is  natural  to  him  to  communicate  to  them  ;  and  as 
natural  to  tnem  (by  virtue  of  the  divine  nature  com¬ 
municated  to  them)  to  derive  from  him  :  and,  con- 
fequent’y,  “  becaufe,  and  while  he  lives,  they  lhail 
live  alley’  John,  xiv.  19.  “  he  that  hath  the  Son 
hath  1  John,  v.  12.  and  they  have  it  in  a  way  of 

light  ;  as  ne  tnat  is  pofiefled  of  the  foil  has  right  to 
all  that  grows  upon  it.  Ail  that  is  Chrift's  is  theirs  ; 
there  is  a  happy  commutation  of  interefts  ;  their 
debts,  with  the  confluences  thereof,  are  devolved 
upon  him  ;  and  all  that  was  his  imputed  and  com¬ 
municated.  to  them.  And  his  care  of  them  is  fuch, 
that  he  will  be  able  to  fay  at  the  latter  day,  “  of  all 
that  thou  haft  given  me,  I  have  loft  nothing,”  John, 
xvii.  12.  he  wall  not  leave  an  hoof  behind.  The  fig- 
net^on  his  right  hand  (men  of  fhining  outfides)  may 
poffibly  be  plucked  thence,  Jer.  xxii.  24.  but  the 
Jeaft joint  of  his  finger  fhall  not  ;  no  man  that  is 
compos  mentis  wiil  hiffer  the  meaneft  part  of  himfelf  to 
gangrene  and  penfh,  if  it  be  in  Ins  power  to  help  it  * 
how  then  fhould  our  Lord  Chrift  ?  who,  betides  the 
natural  affedtion  he  hath  to  thole  of  his  own  body, 
Epb.  v.  25.  hath  alfo  received  a  commandment  from 
the  Father  to  keep  them  fafe,  John,  vi.  40  and  is 
perfectly  qualified  in  all  refpedts  to  make  it  good.  On 
this  account,  as  well  as  others,  they  are  “  compleat  in 
him,”  Col.  ii.  10.  Believers  are  (o  one  with  Chrift, 
that  whatsoever  he  did,  they  are  laid  to  do  it  with 
him  ,  circumciied  with  him,  ver.  1 1.  crucified  with 
him,  Rom.  vi.  6.  buried  with  him,  ver.  4.  rilen  with 

W  him. 
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him,  ver.  5.  afcended  with  him,  Eph.  iv.  8.  and  they 
fit  in  heaven  with  him,  chap.  ii.  6.  It  is  no  more 
poffible  for  believers  to  mifcarry  finally,  than  for 
Chrift  himfelf  to  be  held  under  the  power  of  the 
grave  ;  there  is  one  law  for  them  both  :  it  is  a  faith¬ 
ful  laying,  “  it  we  be  dead  with  him,  we  fhall  alio  live 
with  him,”  2  Tim.  ii.  11.  “  If  we  luffer  with  him, 

we  fhall  be  glorified  together,”  Rom.  viii.  17.  As 
Chrift  once  raifed,  dies  no  more,  chap.  vi.  9.  fo  none 
of  thole  raifed  with  him,  fhall  return  any  more  to  cor¬ 
ruption  :  for  he  gave  himfelf  for  his  church  ;  not  on¬ 
ly  to  lanctify  and  cleanfe  it  once,  but  once  for  all  ; 
and  to  “  prelent  it  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,”  at  the 
lalt  day,  Eph.  v.  25,  26,  27.  by  that  “  one  offering, 
he  perfefted  for  ever  them  that  are  fan&ified,”  Heb. 
x.  14.  Thefe  are  thofe  “  fure  mercies  of  David,” 
recorded  in  the  lvth  of  Ifaiah,  and  explained  in  the 
xiiith  of  the  A£ts. 

It  is  not  for  nothing  that  our  bleffed  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour  fo  often  repeats  that  good  word  and  promife 
concerning  believers  (which  furely  he  did  as  being 
greatly  pleafed  with  the  thoughts  of  it)  ;  “  I  willraile 
hun  up  at  the  laft  day  and  fc  I  will  raife 
him  up  at  the  laft  day  j”  John,  vi.  39,  40.  44.  54. 
q.  d.  “  I  will  be  with  him  unto  the  end  of  the  world, 
and  fee  him  fafe  in  heaven  and  this  may  be  laid  of 
it  (as  by  Jofeph  to  Pharaoh),  “  the  thing  is  doubled, 
becaufe  it  is  eflablifhed  of  God,  and  he  will  bring  it 
to  pals,”  Gen.  xli.  32. 

Arg.  V.  Another  argument  for  believers  invincible 
Perfeverance,  is,  that  all  the  attributes  of  God  do 
ftand  engaged  for  it.  Virtue  invincible  has  under¬ 
taken  it  ;  therefore  mufl  it  needs  fucceed. 

1.  Power.  In  Jer.  xxxii.  27.  God’s  fovereign 
power  over  all  flefh  is  laid  down  as  the  ground  of  their 
faith,  touching  their  return  from  captivity,  and  his 
giving  them  a  new  heart  ;  and  for  his  lo  keeping  them, 
that  they  “  fliould  not  depart  from  him  any  more,” 
as  they  had  done,  Jer.  xxxii.  36 — 41.  So,  when  he 
would  (Lengthen  his  fainting  people,  he  (tiles  himfelf, 

“  the 
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“  everlafting  God,  the  Lord*  the  Creator  of  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  who  fairiteth  not,  neither  is  Weary,0 
Ifa.  xl,  28.  and  which  is  yet  more,  his  right  hand,  and 
the  arm  of  his  ftrength  are  engaged  by  oath,  chap.  Ixii 
8.  In  2  Tim.  i.  T2.  the  Apoftle  argues  the  cer- 
•  tainty  of  his  lalvatidn  from  the  power  of  God  ,  (which 
he  could  not  have  done  with  any  good  realon  or  com¬ 
fort,  had  not  that  power  been  engaged  for  it.  iC  ^  am 
not  afhamed — for  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  1  have  committed  to 
him  againft  that  day.”  And  he  gives  the  like  coun- 
fel  to  others,  where  he  points  at  the  “power  of  God; 
to  make  all  grace  abound  ih  them,”  2  Cor.  ix.  8. 
"I  he  calling  alio  of  the  Jews,  and  grafting  them  into 
Chrift,  is  laid  on  the  fame  rock,  for  “  God  is  able  to 
graft  them  in  again,0  Rom.  xi.  23.  Col.  i:  1 1 .  In  Eph. 
vi.  he  tells  them  what  kind  of  enemies  they  were  to 
wreftle  with,  namely,  “  principalities  and  powers,  and 
^ritual  wickednefles  in  high  places/’  Eph.  vi.  12.  a 
l°rt  of  adveriaries  too  potent  for  <p1J  its  hou'ed  in  clay  : 
but  to  harnefs  them  fit  for  the  battle,  he  fhews  them 
a  power  that  is  higher  than  thole,  and,  indeed,  much 
more  above  them,  than  they  above  us  :  and  with 
th’s  he  would  have  them  to  invert  themlelves, 
cc  fitong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might,”  ver.  10.  this  is  an  armour  compleat  ;  aptly 
termed,  “  the  whole  armour  of  God,”  ver.  11.  and 
m  this  ftrong  tower  believers  are  fafe.  So  likewife  in 
Eph.  1.  to  confirm  them,  touching  the  hope  of  his 
calling,  he  brings  in  the  mighty  power  of  God,  even 
“  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power,  by  which  he 
railed  Jefus  Chrifi  from  the  dead,  and  let  him  at  his 
own  right  hand,  far  above  all  principalities  and  pow«« 
ers,  and  putting  all  things  tinder  his  feet,”  chap.  i. 
l9  wherein  he  fets  forth  Chrift  as  a  pattern  of 
what  God  will  do  for  believers  t  they  fhall  be  raifed 
and  let  above  all,  as  he  was.  And  though  they  fome- 
times  fall  (“  for  there  is  no  man  which  finneth  not,” 

1  Ghron.  vi.  36.)  Jet  it  make  them  more  wary,  but 
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not  di (courage  them  ;  for  “  they  (hall  not.  be  utterly 
caft  down/’  Pial.  xxxvii  24.  and  this  becaufe  «  the 
Lord  upholdrth  them, with  his  baqd.”  The  archers 
m ay  (hoot  at  t!p;  yet  (hall  their  ««  bow  abide  in 
ftrcngt'i,  and  the  arms  of  their  hands  be  made  ftrong 
by  ; he  hands  of  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,”  Gen. 
xlix.  23,  24.  And  well  it  is  for  us  that  the  divine 
power  hath  undertaken  this  difficult  work  :  and  that 
iptures  do  fo  clearly  avouch  it  ;  for  nothing 
As  could  be  a  bujdrels  fuffieient  to  flay  o,ur  faith  up¬ 
on,  touching  cur  holding  out  to  the  end  :  but,  becaufe 
“  he  is  Prong  in  power,  not  one  failetb,”  Ifa.  xl.  26. 

2.  Wiidom.  This  is  an  abilitv  to  fit  and  direct 

j 

meins  to  their  proper  end.  In  matters  of  lefs  con¬ 
cern,  we  find  the  Lord  fo  laying  his  work,  that  it 
cannot  ml  fear  cy  :  if,  therefore,  it  be  his  good  pleafure 
to  ordain  men  to  faivation  ;  his  wiidom  requires  that 
it  be  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  fure  to  fucceed  ;  and  that  all 
forts  of  impediments  be  either  prevented,  or  fo  over¬ 
ruled,  as  not  to  interrupt,  but  become  fubfervient  to 
his  great  end.  Having  counted  his  cofi,  and  paid  it 
off,  and  alfo  began  to  build,  it  behoves  his  wifdom  to 
fee  that  his  work  be  done,  and  brought  to  perfection, 
Luke,  xiv.  29,  30.  and  accordingly  to  provide  fuita- 
ble  inftruments  ;  fuch  as  he  knows  will  do,  and  yet 
not  over-do  the  thins;  intended  :  much  like  to  the 
hufbandmatfs  forting  his  feed  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  and  t  lire  fifing  inftruments  to  the  capacity  of  his 
grain  ;  he  will  not  ule  a  wheel,  where  the  rod  will 
ierve  ;  nor  a  rod,  where  the  wheel  is  needful  :  and 
this  he  hath  from  his  God,  “  who  inftrufteth  him  to 
diferetiori,”  I  la.  xxviii.  25.  28.  So,  the  Lord  “  flay  - 
eth  the  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  the  call-wind,” 
chap,  xxvii.  8.  he  doth  not  only  defign  the  end  of  a 
man’s  journey,  but  every  flep  in  it  is  of  his  ordering, 
Pfal.  xxxvii.  23.  Job,  xxxi.  4.  ct  the  Lord  preferveth 
his  going  out,  and  his  comming  in,”  Pial.  exxi.  8. 
In  Ifaiah  xxvi.  7.  the  Lord  is  laid,  6C  to  weigh  the 
path  of  the  juft  which  is  not  meant  only  of  his 
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obfetving  their  works,  and  difperifing  to  them  accord¬ 
ingly  ;  but,  as  pre-pondering  what  they  are  to  do, 
and  what  is  requifite  for  their  doing  of  it  ;  and  ap¬ 
portioning  their  faith  and  afliftance  anfwerably.  As 
at  the  making  of  the  world,  u  he  weighed  the  moun¬ 
tains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance,”  I fa.  xl.  12. 
that  its  parts  might  be  of  equal  weight  :  or,  as  one 
that  is  to  run  in  a  race,  and  muff  carry  weights  about 
him  ;  it  will  be  his  wildom  to  have  them  evenly  poiz¬ 
ed  :  fo,  the  Lord  fets  one  thing  againft  another  in 
our  foul’s  concernments.  Paul,  therefore,  brings  in 
this  wifdom  of  God,  as  well  as  his  power,  to  help 
their  faith  touching  their  eftablifhment,  Rom.  xvi. 
25.  27.  and  the  apoftle  Jude,  in  the  clofe  of  his  e- 
piftle,  gives  glory  to  God,  "  as  the  only  wife  God,” 
upon  the  account  of  “  his  keeping  them  from  falling  ; 
and  prefenting  them  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of 
his  glory,”  Jude,  24,  25. 

3.  Honor.  The  concernments  of  God’s  honor,  is 
alfo  an  important  argument  for  proof  of  his  doc¬ 
trine  :  the  Lord’s  manner  of  dealing  with  his  people 
of  old,  and  the  reafon  of  it,  is  an  inftance  above  cori- 
tiadiftion.  The  promife  of  giving  them  Canaan  was 
not  more  abiolute  than  the  promife  of  falvation  to 
believers  ;  nor  was  it  lefs  clogged  with  conditions, 
threatnings,  and  cautions  (which  were  afterwards  ad¬ 
ded  :)  bur,  the  promife  being  once  made  abfolute, 
4C  To  thy  feed  will  I  give  this  land,”  Gen.  xii.  7. 
chap.  xv.  iS.  the  Lord  held  lnmfelf  obliged  in  honor 
to  make  it  gooa.  How  often  did  he  feem  to  be  pout¬ 
ring  out  his  wrath  to  deftroy  them  ?  fir  ft  in  Egypt  • 
then  in  the  vvildernefs,  £*.  Ezek.  xx.  8.  13.  21,  22! 
40.  And  what  kept  it  off',  but  the  intereft  of  his  , 
honour  ?  this  put  him  upon  finding  out  ways  to  de - 
liver  ?  them  i  “I  wrought  (fays  he)  for  my  name’s 
fake,  ver.  14.  Ihe  Lord  did,  as  it  were,  labour  to 
fupprefs  his  righteous  fury,  incenfed  by  their  intolera¬ 
ble  piovocations  :  his  name  and  honour  were  concern¬ 
ed,  and  that  held  his  hands  :  he  had  once  mad£  an 

abfolute 


326 


A  PACTICAL  DISCOUE 


abfolute  promife,  which  therefore  muft  be  made 
good  :  though  they  made  themfelves  never  fo  un¬ 
worthy  of  it.  We  likewife  find,  in  the  xlviiith  of 
Ifaiah,  that  they  had  dealt  yery  treacheroufly,  than 
which  nothing  is  more  provoking;  but  fays  the  Lord, 
“  F or  my  own  lake  will  I  defer  mine  anger:”  and  again, 
"  For  niine  own  fake,  even  for  paine  own  fake,  will  I 
do  it ;  for  how  fhould  my  name  be  polluted  ?  Ifa. 
xlviii.  9.  ii.  The  Lprci  will  qverlook  a  thoufand 
tranfgreflions,  rather  than  expofe  his  name  and  hon¬ 
or  to  reproach,  as  once  it  was  by  a  temporary  fuf* 
penfion  ;  to  recover  which,  and  that  his  name  might 
be  far&ified,  he  will  bring  them  home  again  ;  yea, 
though  it  be  in  the  eyes  of  men  a  thing  impoflible  ; 
and  they  themfelves  do  think  fo  likewife  5  for,  “  our 
hope  is  lofi:  and  we  are  cut  off,”  fay  they,  Ezek.  xxxvii. 
1 1 .  and,  again,  my  hope  is  perifhed  from  the  Lord,” 
Lam.  iii.  18.  Whether  at  home,  pr  abroad,  they 
ftill  caufed  his  name  to  be  profaned  ;  and  for  this  his 
holy  name,  he  had  pity  on  them,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  20, 
21.  for  if  he  fhould  have  caft  them  off' for  ever,  it 
would  have  been  faid,  that  he  did  not  forefee  how  un¬ 
worthy  a  people  they  would  be  ;  or,  he  was  not  able 
to  keep  them  in  their  own  land,  nor  to  bring  them 
back  again  ;  or  elfe,  that  hp  was  changeable  in  his 
purpofes,  and  not  true  to  his  word,  &c.  Some  re¬ 
flection  or  othpr  they  would  caft  upon  him,  which  he 
would  not  bear.  All  which,  and  much  more  of  a  like 
kind,  is  applicable  to  bplievers  with  refpect  to  their 
perfeverancp. 

4.  Juftice,  or  Righteoufnefs.  There  can  hardly 
be  found  a  firmer  fupport,  or  more  full  confolation  to 
believers,  than  that  the  jpftice  of  God  is  engaged  to 
lave  them  :  “  for,  the  righteous  Lord  love.th  right- 
eoufnpfs,”  fTal.  xi.  7.  and  <c  cannot  deny  himfelf.’* 
He  would  not  juftify  any,  no,  not  his  very  eleft,  but 
in  a  wav  confident  with  his  juftice  ;  for  which  caufe, 
he  fent  forth  his  Son  a  propitiation  for  fin-  Surely., 
theti,  having  received  the  atonement,  he  will  not  exr 
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pofe  his  juftice  to  cenfure,  by  leaving  them  in  any 
wife  obnoxious  to  condemnation.  Salvation  now  is 
their  due,  his  grace  hath  made  it  fo,  by  both  giving 
and  accepting  luch  a  price  for  it,  as  engageth  right- 
eoufnefs  itfelf  to  fave  them  ;  for,  “  who  fliall  con¬ 
demn,  fince  it  is  Chrift  that  died  ?”  Rom.  viii.  34.  it 
is  as  righteous  a  thing  with  God  to  give  reft  to  his 
people,  as  tribulation  to  thofe  that  trouble  them, 
2  ThefT.  i.  6,  7.  Paul  therefore  builds  his  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  crown  upon  this  attribute,  as  well  as  any 
other  ;  “  henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge, 
lhall  give  me  at  that, day,”  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  The  right- 
eoufnefs  of  God  fecures  to  them  their  holding  out, 
“  to  finifli  their  courfe,  and  to  keep  the  faith,”  as 
well  as  the  reward  when  their  work  is  done.  “  God 
is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  his  people’s  labour  of 
love,”  Heb.  vi.  10.  much  lefs  Chrift’s.  This  gave 
the  apoftle  to  be  perfuaded  better  things  of  thofe  he 
writes  to,  than  to  be  fubjeCl  to  falling  away,  Heb.  vi. 
9.  The  blood  of  the  everlafling  covenant,  is  engaged 
to  make  them  perfeCl  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his 
will,  chap.  xiii.  20,  21.  Yea,  they  fliall  bring  forth 
fruit  in  their  old  age,  Plal.  xcii.  14.  and  this,  to  de¬ 
clare  that  the  Lord  is  upright,  and  no  unrighteouf- 
nefs  in  him,  ver.  15. 

5.  The  faithfulnefs,  or  truth  of  God,  is  alfo  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  final  perfeverance  of  believers.  For, 
having  drawn  them  from  all  created  bottoms,  to  a  to¬ 
tal  reliance  on  himfelf,  he  cannot  but  give  them  that 
they  have  trufted  him  for.  The  Lord  will  not  be  to 
his  people,  as  that  broken  ftaff  Egypt  was  to  the  Jews, 
to  fail  them  at  their  greateft  need  ;  which  is,  when 
they  are  loft,  driven  away,  broken,  and  tick,  and  per¬ 
haps  have  nojmind  to  return  ;  as  Ephraim,  who  “  went 
on  frowardly,”  Ifa.  lvii.  17,  18.  then  is  the  fit  time 
for  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  difeover  itfelf,  by  feek- 
ing  them  out,  bringing  them  back,  binding  them  up, 
healing,  and  comforting  them,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  16. 
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To  heal  their  backflidings,  as  it  thews  the  freenefs  of' 
Goa  s  love,  lo  his  faithful  nefs.  “  The  Lord  will  not 
behol  in.quity  in  Jacob,”  Numb,  xxiii.  21.  that  is 
he  will  not  take  notice  of  it,  fo  as  to  recede  from  his 
word  :  tor  he  could  not  but  fee  their  perverfcnefs 
and  rnurmurings  ;  for  which  he  punifhed  them  fe- 
vereiy  ;  and  fometimes  made  as  if  he  would  dilinheN 
u  them  :  but  ftill  he  remembered  his  covenant,  and 
that  re  drained  it  ;  the  Lord  had  bleffcd,  and  there- 
lure  men  could  not  reverie  it ;  neither  themfelves, 
by  their  infufferable  contumacy,  nor  Balaam  with  his 
enchantments,  ver.  20.  “The  Lord  lovcth  judg¬ 
ment  (that  is,  truth  and  faithful nefs, )  and  “  therefore 
he  foi  »akcth  not  his  faints,  they  are  Dreferved  for 
ev<i,  1  tab  xxxv ii.  28.  The  faints  are  in  league  with 
^KT  have  made  a  covenant  with  him  by  fac- 
r  h  e,  1  fal.  1.  y  and  it  is  a  league  of  his  own  pro¬ 
pounding,  oy  which  he  hath  obliged  himfelf  to  pro¬ 
tect  tuem.  And  though  men  may  break  their  com- 
pa<fts,  t.i^  holy  One  of  lfrael  will  not  ;  he  is  not 
man,  that  he  fhould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man,  that  he 
fhouid  repent,  Numb.  xxiu.  David  having 

made  God  his  fortrefe,  concludes  from  thence,  that 
“  the^name  of  God  was  engaged  to  lead,  and  to  guide 
Ivm,”  Pfal.  xv i.  1.  with  Pfal.  xxxi.  3  4.  Thofe 
C  rinthians  were  as  liable  to  temptations,  as  other 
n  en  who  fell  by  them  ;  for  they  had  ftrong  remain- 
cieis  of  corruption  (as  appears  by  both  the  epiflles), 
and  a  lubtil  adverfary  to  obferve  and  draw  it  out:  be¬ 
etles,  they  were  highly  gifted,  and  fo  the  more  ready 
to  think  themfelves  above  the  rank  of  ordinary  chrift- 
ians  ;  than  which  nothing  could  more  expofe  them 
to  danger  :  but,  notwithstanding  all  thele  difadvan- 
tages,  they  lhall  be  kept  ;  the  faithful  nefs  of  God, 
that  Secures  them,  and  (hall  confirm  them  unto  the 
end,”  1  Cor.  i.  8,  9.  for  “  God  is  faithful  (fays  he)A 
by  whom  ye  were  called  it  is  as  if  he  had  laid,  God 
would  never  have  called  you  into  the  fellowflhip  of  his, 
^on,  if  he  had  not  relolved  to  keep  you  there.  So, 

again. 
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again,  he  tells  them,  “  God  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be 
tempted  above  what  they  are  able  i  Cor.  x.  13. 
and  he  brings  it  in  as  an  inference  from  the  faithful  - 

o 

neis  of  God.  He  likewife  lavs  the  ftrefs  of  his  confi- 

j 

dence  tor  the  Theffalonians  being  preferved  blamelels 
unto  the  coming  of  Chrift,  upon  the  fame  attribute  ; 
“  Faithful  is  he  that  called  you,  who  alfo  will  do  it,”- 

1  ThelT.  v.  23,  24.  And  when  he  would  move  the 
Hebrews  to  purpofe,  to  hold  faft  the  profeffion  of  their 
faith  without  wavering,  he  ufes  the  lame  engine  Fill, 
“  faithful  is  he  that  promifed,”  Heb.  x.  23.  Peter, 
he  alio  direfts  the  faints  to  u  commit  their  fouls  unto 
God,  in  well  doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator,”  1  Pet. 
iv.  19.  Now,  the  Scripture  always  propounds  to  us, 
fuch  attributes  and  motives  as  are  proper  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  hand  ;  and,  therefore,  in  Filing  God,  here,  a 
“  faithful  Creator,”  it  is  as  much  as  to  fay  “  he  that 
hath  wrought  you  for  this  felf-fame  thing  is  God,” 

2  Cor.  v.  5.  who  is  faithful  to  his  purpofe,  or  firft  in¬ 
tent  of  his  work,  and  will  therefore  perfect  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fiery  trial  you  are  to  pafs  under,  1  Pet. 
iv.  12.  you  may  therefore  build  upon  it,  and  commit 
yourfelves  to  him  accordingly  :  for  “  his  faithfulnefs 
lhall  not  fail,”  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  33.  and,  confequently, 
not  yours. 

6.  Mercy.  This  attribute  alfo  freely  contributes 
to  the  faint’s  perfeverance.  Mercy  refpects  men  in 
diftfefs,  to  fupport  and  bring  them  out,  not  having  of 
their  own  to  help  themfelves  :  this,  no:  e  are  fo  fenfi- 
ble  of  as  believers  ;  them,  therefore,  will  mercy  es¬ 
pecially  provide  for  ;  Hoi.  xiv.  3.  “  In  thee  the 

iatherlefs  find  mercy.”  Pfal.  hx.  10.  “  The  God  of 
mercy  fliall  preferve  me.”  Mercy  is  the  name  of 
God,  and  his  glory,  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.  Mercy  is  his 
way,  “  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy,”  Plalm 
xxv.  10.  and  it  is  his  pleafant  path,  called,  therefore, 
his  delight,  Micah,  vii.  18.  it  pleafeth  him  above  any 
thing  ;  yea,  “  he  takes  pleafure  in  them  that  hope  in 
his  mercy,”  Pfal.  cxlvii.  n.  We  may  lay,  in  a  good 
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fenfe,  “  his  throne  (that  is,  his  glory  in  the  world), 
is  upholden  by  mercy/’  Prov.  xx.  28.  It  is  mercy 
that  makes  men  to  fear  him,  Pfal.  cxxx.  4.  The 
cxxxvith  Pi  aim  throughout,  is  an  encomium  of  mer^» 
cy,  as  that  which  doth  all  for  us  ;  and  this,  becaufe 
it  “  endures  for  ever.”  In  the  cxxxviiith  Pfalm,  the 
prophet  grounds  his  confidence,  touching  his  perfever- 
ance,  upon  this  attribute  exprefsly,  namely,  that  God 
would  perfect  that  which  concerned  him,  “  becaufe 
his  mercy,  (which  began  the  work)  endureth  for 
ever.”  The  great  covenant  is  founded  in  mercy,  and 
is  therefore  filled,  “  the  fure  mercies  of  David,”  Ifa. 
lv.  3.  I  fhall  not  fidd  more  touching  this  attribute  : 
for  if  all  the  reft  be  on  our  fide  (as  you  fee  they  are), 
the  mercy  of  God  muft  needs  be  for  us  ;  for  it  is  that, 

indeed,  which  hath  engaged  and  brought  in  all  the 
reft. 

Arg.  VI.  The  faints  perfeverance  may  alfo  be  ar¬ 
gued  from  the  ends  of  their  being,  with  the  author  of 
thole  ends  :  this  the  Scripture  puts  weight  upon. 
Their  ends  are  to  glorify  God,  and  to  be  glorified 
with  him  :  but  neither  of  thefe  can  be  attained  with¬ 
out  perfevering  ;  not  the  firft  ;  for  nothing  fo  difhon-- 
ours  God  as  apoftacy  :  not  the  latter,  becaufe  luch 
only  as  endure  to  the  end  fhall  be  laved.  They  muft, 
therefore,  perfevere,  or  thofe  ends  will  be  fruftrated  ; 
which  will  not  ftand  with  the  author's  intereft  or  au¬ 
thority.  That  thefe  were  the  ends  of  their  being,  is 
evident,  Ifa.  xliii.  21.  *£  Thefe  people  haye  I  form¬ 
ed  for  myfelf  /’  and  verfe  7.  “  I  created  him.  for  my 
glory.”  The  apoftle  alfo  is  very  exprels  for  it,  in 
•2  Cor.  v.  where,  fpeaking  of  that  divine  building  in. 
the  heavens,  prepared  for  believers,  he  tells  us,  “  they 
were  wrought  for  that  felf-fame  thing.”  The  manner 
of  expreffior)  is  worthy  of  remark  :  it  is  not  barely  faid 
this  end  or  this  thing,  we  were  made  for ;  but  in  effeeft, 
this  very  thing,  and  nothing  elfe  (to  be  fure  nothing 
lefs),  was  the  fcope  and  end  of  our  creation,  both  old, 
and  new,  even  of  all  God’s  workmajifhip  upon  us* 

And 
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And  as  evident  it  is,  that  God  himfelf  is  the  author 
of  thole  ends,  and  that  therefore  they  cannot  mifcar- 
ry.  Upon  this  ground  the  Lord  would  have  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  found  an  undauntable  confidence  :  as  may  well 
be  gathered  from  his  fo  frequent  indicating  of  it.  In 
lfa.  xliii.  he  thus  fortifies  them  againft  the  forefts  of 
evils  ;  “  fear  not,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee  ;  I  have 
Called  thee  and  verfe  7.  tc  I  have  created  him  ; 
I  have  formed  him  ;  yea,  I  have  made  him,  I,  even 
I  the  Lord,”  verfe  it.  and  chap.  xli.  10.  “  Fear 

thou  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee, 
I  will  help  thee,  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  the  em- 
phafis  lies  in  the  perfon  adtive,  I,  that  is,  I  the  Lord, 
(a  note  of  infinite  fignificancy  and  fecurity  to  believ¬ 
ers  !)  the  apoftle  alio  in  that  2  Cor.  v.  that  believers 
might  know  themfelves  invincibly  fecured,  he  points 
us  to  God,  as  the  great  author  of  thofe  important  ends, 
and  almighty  undertaker  for  their  accomplifhment  ; 
M  he  that  wrought  us  for  the  (elf-fame  thing  is  God.’' 
It  is  as  if  he  had  faid,  it  is  impoiTible  we  fhould  lofe 
the  thing  we  were  wrought  for,  becaufe  it  is  God  that 
wrought  us  for  it.  It  is  not  the  defignment  of  an 
idol  ;  that  is,  of  fome  ignorant,  rafh,  fallible,  or  mu¬ 
table  agent,  fuch  a  one  as  may  poffibly  be  furprized 
by  unlooked-for  accidents,  circumvented  by  a  fub- 
limer  underftanding,  oyer-born  by  a  power  above  him, 
or  recede  from  his  purpofe  through  levity  and  fickle- 
nefs  ot  hi$  nature,  &c.  But  it  is  God,  who  is  “  wife  in 
heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength,*’  Job.  ix.  4.  It  is  he 
from  whom  all  things  that  are  have  their  being,  and 
are  perfeftly  under  his  rule  and  obeifance.  He  had 
eternity  before  him,  to  lay  his  defign  lurely  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  declared  the  end  from  the  beginning.” 
It  is  therefore  as  impoffible  for  him  either  to  do,  or 
negledt  to  do,  or  fuffer  to  be  done,  any  thing  whereby 
his  purpofe  might  fuffer  difappointment  ;  as  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  God  fliould  lie.  1  He  would  never  have 
let  up  thofe  ends  as  the  fum  and  upfhot  of  his  defign, 
if  he  had  not  determined  to  fee  them  made  good. 

And 
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And  therefore  (as  fays  the  apoftle)  “  We  are  always 
confident,  that  when  abient  from  the  body,  we  (ball 
be  p^fent  with  the  Lord,”  2  Cor.  v.  6.  8.  This  is 
alio  further  confirmed  by  that  compendious  promife 
Jer.  xxxi.  33.  “  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  (hall 
be  my  people  :”  every  word  here  hath  a  peculiar  em- 
phalis  •  1.  That  he  will  be  a  God  to  them;  2.  Their 
God  ;  and,  3.  for  ever  :  this  1  will  imports  both  a 
hxed  relocation,  and  time  -without  limit.  It  is  as  if 
he  had  (aid,  though  other  lords  have  had  the  rule 
over  you,  and  you  have  ftill  a  pronenefs  to  revolt  to 
them,  it  (hall  not  be  ;  I  will  not  be  outed  any  more ; 
I  will  heal  your  backllidings,  and  be  your  God  ftill  \ 
I  will  carry  it  towards  you  and  for  you,  as  becomes  a 
uod  to  do  ;  and  I  will  make  you  fuch  a  people,  as 
becometh  God  to  own  :  64  I  will  not  be  afhamed  to 
be  called  your  God,”  Heb.  xi.  16.  It  would  indeed 
be  both  a  difparagement  and  diflatisfadlion  to  God, 
if  his  people  fhould  fail  of  that  he  made  them  for  ; 
which  certainly  cannot  be,  Decaufe  God  is  theirs  ; 
and  ft  God  be  theirs,  all  things  are  theirs,  both  this 
world  and  that  to  come,  1  Cor.  iii.  22,  23. 

VII.  Lajlly.  Lor  the  final  perleverance  of  be¬ 
lievers,  a  principal  argument  is  fetched  from  the  fov- 
e reign  decree  of  Election.  I  call  it  (overeign,  partly 
bccaufe  it  is  the  higheft  mamfeftation  of  God's  abfo- 
lute  dominion  over  his  creatures,  in  choofing  whom 
he  would,  and  palling  by  the  reft  :  partly,  alfo,  be- 
cau!e  ail  forts  of  things  whatsoever  are  fubjedled  to  it, 
aad  made  lubfervient  to  its  final  accomplishment. 
And  this  I  take  for  a  principal  reafon  whv  eleftion  is 
fo  frequently  placed  in  eternity  (or  before  *t he  founda¬ 
tion  oi  the  world),  namely,  to  fhew,  that  the  very  fab¬ 
ric  of  t'ne  world  and  all  occurrences  therein,  were  fo 
contrived  and  framed  in  God’s  decree,  as  having  elec¬ 
tion  lor  their  primary  fcope  and  end  :  that  this  firft 
cauic  is  the  (upreme  moderator  of  all  intermediate 
causes,  and  is  ltlelf  lubje<ft  to  none.  It  was  not  any 
lovehned  a  eledl  perfons,  which  moved  God  to  love 
tliem  at  i a r ft  5  fo  neither  fhall  their  unlovely  back- 
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Hidings  deprive  them  ot  it,  >^rtigh  it  may  be  eclipfed 
by  their  own  default,  to  the  breaking  of  their  bones. 
The  Lord  chole  them  for  that  bleffed  image  of  his 
own,  which  he  would  afterwards  imprint  upon  them  ; 
and  this  he  ftill  profecutes  through  all  difpenfations. 

That  eledt  nation  the  Jews,  they  apoftatized  from 
God,  and  did  worle  than  any  other  ;  yet  would  not 
the  Lord  utterly  caft  them  off.  In  Samuel’s  time 
their  wickednefs  was  very  great  3  yet,  laith  he  (to 
ftay  them  from  total  apoftacy),  “  the  Lord  will  not 
forlake  you  but  what  is  the  ground  of  that  his 
confidence,  and  grand  warranty  ?  The  very  fame  that 
now  we  are  upon  3  “  The  Lord  will  not  forlake  you, 
becaufe  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  you  his 
people  not  becaufe  they  remembered  their  duty, 
and  returned  to  God  3  but  becaufe  “  he  remembered 
them  for  his  covenant  in  purfuance  whereof  he 
long  maintained  their  title,  notwithftanding  their  of¬ 
ten  repeated  forfeitures  3  and,  when  in  captivity, 
brought  them  home  again. 

And,  indeed,  there  is  nothing  fo  melts  the  heart  of 
thofe  in  covenant  with  God,  as  that  “  the  Lord 
ftiould  be  pacified  towards  them  after  all  their  abom¬ 
inations-, ”  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  The  manner  of  God’s 
dealings  with  his  people,  is  efpecially  inftrudtive  to 
help  the  faith  of  the  fpiritual  eledtion  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  as  holding  forth  the  fpecial  regard  the  Lord  has 
for  them,  becaufe  of  his  covenant  :  that  though  he 
may  and  will  punifh  their  iniquities  ,  yet  his  loving- 
kindnefs  he  will  not  take  from  them.  And  he  puts 
it  ftill  upon  his  having  once  chofen  them,  as  ye  have 
it  in  Jeremiah,  xli.  9.  “  I  have  chofen  thee,  and  not 
caft  thee  away.  This  latter  claute,  ct  and  not  caft 
thee  away,”  teems  added  to  drew,  that  his  choofing 
them  was  an  aft  unrepealable,  q.  d.  I  knew  before¬ 
hand  what  thou  wouldeft  prove  3  and  if  I  had  meant 
ever  to  caft  thee  off ;  yea,  if  I  had  not  refolved  a- 
gainft  it,  I  would  not  have  chofen  thee  at  all  :  but, 
fince  1  have,  be  fure  I  will  (land  by  thee  3  “  I  will 
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{Lengthen  thee  ;  I  wiUTilp  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  uphold 
thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteoufnefs.” 

}}  true>  body  of  that  nation,  for  their  un¬ 
belief,  are  now  broken  off ;  there  is  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  outward  part  of  the  covenant  :  not  that  God  in¬ 
tends  an  utter  rejection  of  them  :  for  fuch  as  have 
part  in  the  fpecial  election,  are  always  faved,  Rom. 
xi.  7;  and  the  time  will  come  when  all  Ifrael  fhall 
be  laved  t  for  as  touching  eleftion,  they  are  beloved 
ffill,  though  yet  unborn.  For  their  fakes  it  was,  that 
“  thole  days  of  tribulation  were  fhortened,”  Matt; 
xxiv.  22.  Which  anfwers  to  that  in  Ifa.  Ixv.  8. 
“  Deftroy  it  not,  there  is  a  bleffing  in  it.”  The 
Lord  will  not  fo  much  regard  what  they  have  done 
or  deferved,  as  what  his  covenant  is  concerning  Abra¬ 
ham’s  feed  ;  which  minding  of  his  covenant,  is  from 
the  unchangeablenefs  of  his  purpofe  5  and,  therefore, 
though  broken  off  at  prefent,  “  they  fhall  be  grafted 
in  again,”  ver.  24.  though  driven  into  all  lands  j 
fcattered  into  corners  ;  mingled  with  the  heathen  ; 
and  become  fo  like  them,  as  not  be  known  alunder  ; 
yet  being  his  chofen,  and  within  his  covenant,  he  will 
bring  them  out  of  their  holes,  and  gather  them  one 
by  one,  Ifa.  xxvii.  12.  he  will  do  it  fo  accurately, 
exactly,  punctually,  that  none  fhall  be  wanting  ; 

“  though  lifted  among  all  nations,  not  one  grain  fhall 
fall  to  the  earth,”  Amos,  ix.  9.  The  refervation 
mentioned  in  Rom.  xi.  was  God’s  omnipotent  fafe- 
guarding  his  eled,  when  the  reft  of  the  nation  fell  to  * 
idolary  :  they  had  gone  all,  as  well  as  feme,  had  not 
eledion  held  them  back  ;  it  is  therefore  faid  to  be 
according  to  the  eledion  of  grace  :  eledion  was  the 
pattern  and  refervation  the  copy  of  it.  And  that 
this  was  not  a  lingle  cafe,  or  reftrained  to  that  prefent 
time,  is  evident  from  Matth.  xxiv.  where  our  Saviour 
foretells,  that  the  lubtilty  of  deceivers,  and  tempta- 
talions  of  the  times,  fhall  be  fuch,  and  the  tor¬ 
rent  rife  to  that  ftrength,  that  it  will  be  next  to  im- 
poflible  not  to  be  carried  away  by  it  ;  but  for  the 
tied,  they  are  fafeguarded  :  how  ?  By  the  coming 
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in  of  the  firfl  and  fovereign  caufc,  by  the  virtue  of 
which,  the  whole  force  and  influence  of  thofe  fecond 
caufes,  (hall  neither  be  prevented,  or  removed,  miti¬ 
gated,  inverted,  fhortened.  or  over-ruled,  Matt.  xxiv. 
22.  and  the  faith  of  his  fealed  ones  fo  confirmed, 
that  they  (hall  not  be  hurt  by  them,  Ezek.  ix.  6. 
Rev.  vii.  3.  yea  (and  which  is  more,)  thole  very 
things  which  are  definitive  to  others,  (hall  work  life 
in  them.  This  turned  Balaam’s  curie  into  a  blefling 
to  Krael,  Deut.  xxiii.  5.  and  Paul’s  afflictions  to  his 
falvation,  Phil,  i.  19.  they  are  to  them  a  caufe  of 
“  lifting  up  the  head,”  Lukexxi.  28.  And  if  it  were 
not  fo,  the  apoftle  could  not  exhort  us  to  <c  count  it  all 
joy  when  we  fall  into  divers  temptations,”  James,  i.  2. 
but  that  in  the  midft  thereof  “  he  keepeth  the  feet 
of  his  (aints,”  1  Sam.  ii.  9.  for  (lays  God)  “  they 
are  my  people,  children  that  will  not  lie,”  lfa.  lxiii. 
8.  q .  d .  They  are  of  thofe  I  have  chofen,  and  (et 
apart  for  myfelf,  and  therefore  they  (hall  not  fruftrate 
my  purpofe  in  choofing  them  :  which  feems  implied 
in  the  word/0,  “  fo  he  was  their  Saviour  1  will 
fave  them,  becaufe  I  have  made  them  my  people. 

And,  further,  it  is  worthy  your  notice,  that  this 
fovereign  decree  is  always  regnant  ;  a  kingdom  that 
beareth  rule  over  all,  and  (ball  never  be  broken,  Dan. 
ii.  44.  Pfal.  lxxxix.  34.  “  My  covenant  will  1  not 
break,  nor  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips  : 
my  covenant  fhall  ftand  fad  with  him,”  ver.  28. 
It  is  meant  of  the  covenant  made  with  David  and 
his  houfe  ;  or,  rather,  with  Chrift  and  his  (piritual 
feed,  of  whom  David  was  a  type.  And  that  we 
might  have  ftrong  confolation,  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to 
bind  it  with  an  oath  ;  “  once”  (that  is,  once  for  all, 
and  once  for  ever  ;  it  was  fo  full,  perfect  and  abfo- 
lute,  that  it  needed  no  alteration,  amendment,  or 
repetition)  “  once  have  I  fworn  by  my  holinefs,  that 
I  will  not  lie  unto  David,”  ver.  35.  And  how  im- 
poffible  it  was  that  this  covenat  (hould  be  broken, 
-appears  by  Jeremiah,  who,  (peaking  in  the  name  of 
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the  Lord,  delivers  it  thus  :  «  If  you  can  break  my 
covenant  of  the  day,  and  rny  covenant  of  the  night 
trial  there  fliould  not  be  day  and  night  in  their  feafon  1 
then  may  alio  my  covenant  be  broken  with  David  my 
ienant,  Jer.  xxxiii.  20,  21.  Here  note,  by  the  way 
that  day  and  night  take  their  turns ;  but  flill  it  is  in 
tneir  ieaion.  And  David  himfeif  fays  of  it,  <citis  a 
covenant  everlafting,  ordered  in  all  things,  and  lure,” 
2  Sam.  xxiif.  5.  that  is,  whatever  might  poffibly  fall 
in  to  interrupt  it,  there  was  that  order  obferved  in 
the  competition  of  the  covenant,  and  fuch  a  power 
iciki  up  within  it  ;  as  fliould  certainly  over-run  and 
bear  down  thole  impediments,  triumph  over  all,  and 
hold  on  its  way  :  (as  all  the  tempefts  and  tumults 
that  happen  in  this  lower  world,  can  in  no  wife  ob- 
hru£t  the  couife  and  harmony  of  the  fuperior  orbs.) 
He  therefore  declares  in  high,  yet  humble  exprefnons, 
that  he  defires  no  other  or  better  fecurity  for  his  fil¬ 
iation.  And  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  David  and  So-, 
lomon  were  both  of  them  left  to  thofe  great  and 
grievous  backfl; dings,  to  give  proof  of  the  furenefs  of 
this  covenant,  which  indeed  was  fufficiently  done  by 
tliem,  and  tried  to  the  uttermoft  :  for  they  both 
broke  the  covenant  on  their  part  ;  and  yet  the  cov¬ 
enant  was  not  nulled:  no  thanks  to  them,  but  to 
that  fovereign  grace,  that  had  laid  in  provifion  before 
to  prevent  it,  by  making  it  abfolute  and  unrepeatable. 

et  will  not  the  Lord  connive  at  their  miicarriages  ; 
but  “  if  his  children  forfake  my  law,  and  break  my 
flatutes,  I  will  vifit  their  tranfgreffions  with  the  rod, 
and  their  iniquity  with  (tripes  :  neverthdefs,  my  lov- 
ing-kindnels  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor 
luiier  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail,”  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  31,  32,  33. 

1  here  was  indeed  (at  times)  a  feeming  to  make  void 
tins  covenant,  ver.  29.  and  great  complaints  are  made 
upon  it  (as  well  there  might)  but  it  revives,  and 
looks  frefh  again  ;  joy  comes  in  t lie  morning  ;  as  is 
evident  by  the  clofe  of  that  Pfalm  “  Bieffed  be  the 
•Lord  lor  evermore.  Amen  and  Amen  !”  Its  return 
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was  the  more  welcome  for  its  temporary  ablence  ; 
and  therefore  he  meets  with  a  double  gratulation. 
Amen  and  Amen  !  It  was  but  in  a  little  wrath  he 
hid  his  face  from  them,  and  that  but  for  a  moment 
of  time  !  “  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have 
mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord,  thy  Redeemer.  The 
mountains  fhall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed 
but  my  kindnefs  fhall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither 
fhall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the 
Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee,’'  Ifa.  liv.  8.  io.  In 
Jeremiah  another  impoflibility  is  inftanred,  to  (hew 
the  eternal  validity  of  this  covenant  ;  “  Thus  faith 
the  Lord,  if  heaven  above  can  he  meafured,  and  the 
fountains  of  the  earth  fearched  out  beneath,  I  will 
alfo  caft  off  all  the  feed  of  Jfrael,  for  all  that  they  have 
done,  faith  the  Lord,  Jer.  xxxi.  37.  The  Lord  (you 
fee)  has  made  himfelf  both  the  alpha  and  omega  of 
this  great  fentence  ;  to  ihew,  that  both  ends  of  the 
covenant  are  in  his  own  hands. 

By  thele  Scriptures  (with  many  others)  it  is  appa¬ 
rent,  there  fhall  be  no  failure  on  God’s  part  ;  and 
confequently  none  at  all,  becaufe  he  hath  taken  on 
himfelt  the  performance  of  the  whole  ;  not  fo,  as  to 
exempt  us  from  our  duty,  but  to  reduce  us  to  it,  and 
carry  us  through  it  :  believers,  therefore,  (hall  be  in¬ 
vincibly  fecured  to  the  end  of  their  faith,  the  lalvation 
of  thejr  fouls. 

Yet  doth  not  this  dodrine  go  free  of  contradic¬ 
tion  :  and,  truly,  confidering  how  plain  and  pertinent 
the  Scripture  is  for  it,  it  may  well  be  conjedured? 
that  if  the  firft  impugners  of  Perfeverance  had  not 
found  themfelves  in  a  toil,  and  neceffitated  to  oppofe 
it,  for  the  maintenance  of  other  principles  they  had 
before  efpoufed,  and  which  would  not  ftand  with  this, 
they  would  never  have  fet  themfelves  againfl  it.  But 
errors  (like  truths  in  that)  do  bang  together,  or  as 
links  in  a  chain  ;  the  firft  mover  draws  the  reft:  after 
it  :  but  I  truft,  through  help  from  above,  all  the  ob~ 
jedions  that  are  laid  againfl:  thi$  dodrine,  (hall  (by 
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one  hand  or  other)  prove  to  its  farther  confirmation. 
The  chief  that  have  occurred  to  me,  are  thefe  that 
follow  3  and  it  I  had  met  with  any  more  confiderable, 
I  hope  I  fhould  not  have  lhunned  their  trial. 

Obj.  1  he  doftrine  of  abiolute  Perfeverance  de¬ 
prives  men  of  the  fharpeft  bit  which  God  hath  given 
them,  to  curb  the  unregenerate  part  of  the  foul ;  wc 
mean  the  fear  and  dread  of  eternal  fire. 

Aiijkv.'  I  he  latfr  is  good,  if  lawfully  ufed  ;  fo  is 
fear,  in  its  time  and  place  ;  but  out  of  that  it  is  as  a 
bone  out  of  joint.  The  law  works  by  fear,  as  a 
ichool-mafter  unto  Chrift  :  it  is  ordinarily  the  firft 
occafion  of  our  motion  towards  believing.  The  heir, 
whiltd  a  child,  may  be  under  the  tutorage  of  fear  ;  but 
when  faith  is  grown  up,  then  caft  out  the  bondwo¬ 
man  and  her  ion  ;  fear  fhall  not  be  heir  with  faith  : 
for,  though  it  be  a  good  iervant,  it  is  an  ill  matter, 
tor  tear  to  predominate  over  faith,  is  for  “  iervants  to 
ride,  while  princes  walk  on  the  earth,  which  is  an  er¬ 
ror  the  earth  cannot  bear,  Eccl.  x.  5.  7.  with  Prov. 
xxx.  21,  22.  Believers  (efpecially  fuch  as  knowthem- 
lelves  fo  to  be)  “  receive  not  the  f pint  of  bondage 
again  to  tear,”  Rom.  viii.  15.  they  are  acted  now  by 
another  principle,  as  a  horfe  that  is  thoroughly  broke 
and  well  wayed,  is  better  managed  by  a  gentle  hand, 
than  a  biting  curb.  Faith  works  by  love  :  it  is  not 
henceforth  the  tear  ot  wrath,  but  the  fenfe  of  Chrift’s 
love,  in  delivering  from  wrath,  that  both  curbs  the 
unregenerate  part,  and  carries  to  higher  ads  of  obe¬ 
dience  than  fear  is  capable  of,  although,  at  times, 
all  forts  of  motives  may  be  needful  to  keep  us  going  $ 
and  the  Lord,  for  exercife  of  our  graces,  and  other 
holy  ends,  may  let  the  deareft  of  his  children  long 
conflict  with  their  fears,  under  which  he  yet  fupports 
them,  and  brings  them  forth  like  gold,  at  latt  See 
Ethan’s  complaint,  and  the  dole  he  makes,  in  the 
lxxxixth  Plalrn  :  fee  alio  that  excellent  treatife,  “  A 
child  of  light  walking  in  darknefs,  by  Dr. 

Goodwin. 
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There  be  two  forts  of  fear  ;  of  God,  and  of  the 
creature.  Creature-fear  believers  are  (till  called  from* 
and  with  good  rcaion,  as  ye  will  find  after.  Godly 
fear  is  quite  another  thing  ;  it  is  a  grace  of  the  largeft 
import  :  no  laving  grace,  but  this  tear  is  put  for  it, 
or  joined  with  it  *  which  juncture  thews  its  import  in 
that  place.  It  is  fomeumes  pui  foi  faith,  Gen.  xxii. 
12.  with  Heb.  xi.  17.  fometimes  tor  love,  Pfal.cxxx, 
4.  with  Luke,  vii.  47.  for  reverence  alfo*  Plalm* 
lxxxix.  7.  Lev.  xix.  3,  H  b.  xii.  28.  vigilance 
and  circumlpe&ion,  2  Cor  vii.  i  1.  lor  fubjedliori,  or 
obfervance,  Mai.  i.  6.  Holineb  alio  is  coupled  with 
fear,  ?.  Cor.  vii.  1.  So  is  meeknefs,  1  Pet.  ni.  1  5; 
So  alfo  is  knowledge,  wiidom,  and  good  uncierftand- 
ing,  Prov.  i.  7.  Pial.  cxi.  \fl.  Sometimes  the  whole 
of  religious  worfhip  is  intended  by  it.  Juuges,  vi.  10. 
Ifa.  vis i.  13.  job,  i.  1.  and  8.  1'his  kar  ariftth 
from  the  fight  of  God’s  hodnefs,  greatnefs,  juft  lever- 
jty  againft  fin,  with  the  fieeriefs  of  his  grace,’  lurends 
ot  his  covenant,-  fulnels  that  is  in  Chrift,  and  our  in- 
tereft  in  him,  wherewith  that  flavifh  tear  of  lief!  will 
not  confift.  On  this  account,  the  Lord  our  God  is 
faid  to  be  a  “  fearful  name,”  Deut.  xxviii.  ;8.  that 
is,  it  is  the  only  objed  worthy  of  bur  faith,  love,  rev¬ 
erence,  and  religious  worth  ip  :  and,  according  to  this 
fenfe  of  the  word,  “  blefifed  is  the  man  that  fe.rreth 
always.”  But,  touching  the  fear  of  heli,  as  iuppofed 
the  beft  curb  to  fin,  and  promoter  of  perfevefance,  it 
ought  to  be  rejected.  How  far  it  may  influence  an 
dnregenerate  perfon,  as  a  curb  (o  his  lulls,  is  not  the 
queftion  here  ;  but  if  Saul  and  Judas  ran  headlong  to 
hell,  with  this  bit  in  their  mouths,  then  the  fharpeft 
bit  is  not  the  mod  effectual  curb.  Arguments  againft 
it  are  obvious  ;  i.  That  by  which  God  purifies  the 
heart,  and  whereby  believers  are  ftreragthened  to  a 
concurrence  with  him  in  that  work,  is  furely  the  prop- 
erell  curb  to  fin  :  that  alfo  which  weakens  and  tends 
to  deftroy  the  root,  muft  needs  be  more  effectual 
than  that  which  only  hinders  fome  puttings  of  it  forth  ; 
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but  all  th;s  is  done  by  faith  ;  this  lays  the  ax  to  the 
root  :  u  By  faith  God  purifies  the  heart/’  Adis,  xv. 
9.  and  “  every  one  that  hath  this  hope,  purifieth 
himielf,  as  he  is  pure,”  1  John,  iii.  3.  *  There  is  no 
fuch  virtue  afcribed  to  the  fear  of  hell  ;  but,  plainly, 
the  fpirit  of  love,  of  faith,  and  of  a  found  mind,  a 
T  im.  i.  7.  2.  That  which  has  the  place  of  an  end 

of  Chrift’s  delivering  from  enemies,  can  be  no  let  to 
perfeverance  :  but  that  we  might  ferve  God  “  without 
fear,”  has  the  place  of  an  end  in  that  deliverance, 
Luke,  i.  74,  75.  3.  That  which  the  fcripture  holds 

forth  as  an  help  to  perfeverance,  cannot  be  an  hinder- 
ance  to  it  ;  but  the  Scripture  holds  forth  faith  and 
confidence  in  God,  as  a  principal  help  to  perfever¬ 
ance,  Rom.  vi.  12.  14.  Heb.  iii.  14.  chap.  v.  35. 
4.  That  which  irritates  the  unregenerate  part, 
cannot  be  laid  to  curb  it  :  but  this  does  the 
fear  of  wrath  ;  “When  the  commandment  came, 
fin  revived,”  Rom.  vii.  9.  that  is,  it  took  occafion, 
by  the  law’s  reftraint,  to  rife  the  more  powerfully  a- 
gainft  it  ;  and  fo,  the  cc  law  worketh  wrath,”  chap, 
iv.  1 5.  as  a  torrent  flopped  in  its  courfe,  grows  more 
impetuous  :  Cain  was  an  inftance  of  this,  Gen.  iv.  5. 
and  even  Paul,  in  his  unregeneracy,  Rom.  vii.  10,  1 1. 
when  thoroughly  convinced  of  fin,  if  grace  flep  not 
in  as  its  guardian,  the  foul’s  undone.  That  Scripture, 
Matt.  x.  28.  gives  the  objection  no  countenance ;  the 
fear  there  intended,  is  that  which  hath  faith  and  love 
in  it  :  Fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body,  but  fear 
him  that  is  able  to  dcflroy  both  foul  and  body  in  hell.” 
The  two  objedts  of  fear  he  puts  in  the  balance  ;  to 
fhew  how  little  reafon  we  have  to  balk  our  duty  for 
fear  of  men,  whole  power  can  but  reach  to  a  bodily 
death  ;  and  how  much  more  to  fear  him,  that  has  the 
keys  of  death  and  of  hell  ;  that  is,  who  hath  pow¬ 
er  to  caft  into  hell,  might  juftly  have  done  it,  and 
yet  hath  faved  us  from  it  :  and  this  fear  is  love  ;  as 
'is  evident  by  Matt.  x.  37.  where  (peaking  of  the  fame 
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thing  (namely,  cleaving  to  ChriA,  parting  with  all  for 
him,)  it  is  exprefsly  called  love  ;  “  He  that  loveth 
Father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
me  and,  for  ought  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  it 
might  be  the  fear  of  hell  that  made  the  flothful  fer- 
vant  to  hide  his  talent  ;  “  I  knew  thee,  that  thou  art 
an  hard  man,  and  l  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid  thy 
talent  in  the  earth,”  Mat.  xxv.  24,  25.  It  is  allb  to 
be  obferved,  that  before  the  great  tribunal,,  the  fear¬ 
ful  and  unbelieving  ftand  linked  together,  Rev.  xxi.  8. 
But  whatever  influence  the  fear  of  hell  may  have  up¬ 
on  perfons  unregenerate,  as  a  curb  to  their  lulls ;  the 
doctrine  of  perfeverance  deprives  not  of  it,  for  this 
concerns  only  believers. 

The  objection  is  further  excepted  againA  ; 

1.  Becaufe  it  puts  an  indignity  on  the  wifdom  ot 
God,  as  if  lie  had  taken  from  believers  fome  expedi¬ 
ent  help  to  perfeverance,  by  giving  them  abfolute 
promifes  ;  whereas,  we  fliould  rather  fulpeft  our  own 
underftandings,  and  renounce  thofe  opinions,  which 
neceflitate  fuch  unnatural  deduftions  to  lupport  them  : 
for,  do  but  feparate  the  promifes  from  their  abfolute- 
nefs,  and  their  ftrength  is  gone  ;  they  would  prove, 
as  the  law,  “  weak  through  the  weaknefs  of  the  flelh,” 
Rom.  vii.  2.  The  Lord  knows  that  believers  have 

V/ 

the  mod  difficult  work,  and  deepeft  fenfe  of  their 
own  insufficiency,  and  that  nothing  more  weakens 
their  hands,  than  doubting  and  fears,  and  for  that 
very  caufe  hath  made  his  promifes  abfolute.  Thus 
he  armed  Joffiua  to  the  battle  ;  “  There  fliail  not  any 
man  be  able  to  ftand  before  thee  all  the  days  of  thy 
life  :  I  will  not  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee  and 
thence  draws  him  an  argument,  to  be  ftrong,  and  of 
a  good  courage,”  Jofli.  i.  5,  6.  Thus  alfo  Samuel 
(in  the  place  before-mentioned,)  when  the  people 
were  greatly  perplexed  becaufe  of  God’s  dilpleafure 
towards  them  :  to  confirm  them  in  their  duty,  he 
comforts  them  againft  their  tears  ;  “  Fear  not,  ye 
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have  done  all  this  wickednefs,  yet  turn  not  afide  from 
following  the  Lord,"  i  Sam.  xii.  20.  And  what  is 
the  flrong  reafon  by  which  he  fixes  them  ?  “  For  the 
Lord  will  not  forlake  his  people,”  ver.  22.  Paul,like- 
vvile,  exhorting  believers  to  that  great  duty  of  keeping 
down  fin,  that  it  might  not  reign,  becaufe  the  fharp- 
nefs  and  heat  of  the  conflid  might  otherwife  make 
them  recoil,  he  gives  them,  as  an  high  cordial,  atfur- 
ance  of  vidory  ;  tells  them  expreffly,  that  “  fin  (hall 
not  have  dominion  over  them,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  Of 
the  fame  mind  were  Peter  and  John  ;  the  one  direds 
to  give  all  dilligence  to  make  our  calling  and  eledion 
fuie  j  and  this,  as  a  principal  means  to  keep  us  from 
falling,"  2  Pet.  i.  10.  and  the  other  makes  it  the  ve¬ 
ry  fcope  of  his  whole  epiftle,  that  believers  might 
know  they  have  eternal  life,  and  that  they  might 
“  go  on  in  believing,”  1  John  v.  13.  Which  kind 
of  arguments  had  been  very  improper,  and  unduly  ap- 
phed,  if  giving  them  affurance,  touching  the  event, 
had  not  been  a  (Lengthening  of  them  in  their  duty, 
and  much  more,  if  it  would  have  proved  an  indul¬ 
gence  to  the  flefh. 

2.  Let  fear  be  confidered  in  its  ordinary  and  nat¬ 
ural  effects  ;  and  it  will  eafily  appear,  that  nothing 
is  lefs  pleafing  to  God,  or  more  unapt  for  the  fervice 
of  perfeverance.  As  a  man’s  principal  is,  luch  will 
be  his  obedience,  flavifh  obiervance  is  the  beft  that 
flavifh  fear  can  produce  ;  which  is  no  way  acceptable 
to  an  ingenuous  Ipirit  :  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver, 
not  Samaritan  worfhip,  “  for  fear  of  lions,”  2  Kings, 
xvii.  25.  Such  fervice  will  alfo  be  weak  and  waver¬ 
ing  :  for  nothing  fo  unfettles  the  mind  as  fear,  it  en¬ 
ervates  the  foul,  and  takes  away  its  (Length  :  “  Na- 
bal’s  heart  died  within  him  for  fear,”  1  Sam. 
xxv.  37.  and  the  foldiers  that  kept  the  fepulchre, 
were  as  “  dead  men  for  fear,"  Matt,  xxviii.  4.  the 
obedience,  therefore,  which  comes  from  thence,  can 
be  but  a  dead  obedience ;  the  effeft  cannot  rife  high¬ 
er  than  the  caule.  Pharaoh  let  Ifrael  go  becaufe  of 
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the  plagues  which  being  a  little  removed,  he  repents 
his  obedience,  and  chides  himfelf  for  it,  Exod.  xiv.  5. 
and  thofe  hypocrites,  though  fearfulneis  had  furprifed 
them,  remained  hypocrites  flill,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  1  4.  This 
fear  will  alfo  conllft  with  the  greateft  impieties :  thofe 
very  Samaritans,  who  thus  feared  the  Lord,  did  alfo 
worfhip  their  graven  images,  2  Kings,  xvii.  41. 

3.  Fear  puts  upon  ufing  unlawful  means  ;  Ifaac  to 
deny  his  wife,  Gen.  xxvi.  7.  David  to  lie,  and  feign 
himfelf  mad,  1  Sam.  xxi.  13.  Peter,  and  other  holy 
men,  to  diflemble,  Gal.  ii.  12,  13.  It  fends  men  to 
Egypt  for  help,  as  it  did  the  Jews,  Ifa.  xxx.  2.  Hof. 
vii.  11.  yea,  to  hell,  as  it  did  Saul,  1  Sam.  xxviii.  7. 
Therefore,  both  Satan  and  wicked  men  are  ftill  en¬ 
deavouring  to  put  God’s  people  in  fear,  as  they  would 
Nehemiah,  whereby  his  work  had  ceafed,  Neh.  vi. 
13,  14.  19.  And  Satan  flood  at  Jofhua’s  right  hand 
to  refift  him,  that  is,  to  accufe  him  ;  and  fo  to  put 
him  in  fear,  becaufe  of  his  filthy  garments,  thereby  to 
dif courage  him  in  the  work  of  his  office,  Zech. 
iii.  1. 

4.  Let  fear  be  compared  with  its  contrary,  which 
is  faith,  this  removes  the  mountain,  while  fear  fixes  it, 
yea,  makes  it  feem  to  be  where  no  fuch  thing  is.  Fear 
made  the  unbelieving  fpies  to  bring  up  an  evil  re¬ 
port  of  the  good  land,  and  to  fancy  impoffibilities  of 
obtaining  it,  Numb.  xiii.  31.  faith  made  caleb  and 
Jofhua  magnanimous  ;  “  Let  us  go  up  at  once  (fay 
they)  and  poflefs  it,  for  we  are  well  able  to  overcome 
it,”  ver.  30.  “  yea,  they  (hall  be  bread  for  us,” 
chap.  xiv.  9.  Thele  two,  who  feared  no  mifearriage 
under  an  abfolute  promife,  were  carried  in  ;  all  that 
doubted  were  fhut  out.  Peter,  while  confident,  walk¬ 
ed  on  the  waves ;  when  he  began  to  doubt,  he  began 
to  fink,  Matt.  xfv.  29,  30.  It  was  faith  made  thofe 
worthies  valiant  to  fight,  enable  one  to  chafe  a  thou- 
fand,  Jofh.  xxiii.  10.  When  fear  caufed  a  thoufand 
to  flee  at  the  rebuke  of  one,  yea,  at  the  fhaking  of 
a  leaf,”  Lev.  xxvii.  36.  An  handful  of  obedience, 
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fpringing  from  faith  and  confidence  in  God,  is  more 
acceptable  to  him,  than  (Leaves  and  loads  arifing  front 
teai  of  wrath.  It  Paul,  for  fear  of  hell,  had  given  his 
body  to  be  burned,  it  had  been  nothing,  (i  Cor.  xiii. 

3.  hut  iaith  and  !ove  render  fmali  things  of  value 
with  God,  even  the  widow’s  mite,  and  a  cup  of  cold 
water.  And  it  b  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  the 
bints  of  the  Spirit  are  reckoned  up,  this  fear  is  not 
fo  much  as  named  among  them.  Gal.  v.  22,  2%. 
And  contain  it  is,  that  the  more  fen'fible  and  lively 
oui  love  is  to  God,  the  leis  will  be  our  fear  of  hell  ; 
for  perfedt  love  caffs  out  fear. 

5*  fear  were  fuch  an  effectual  curb  to  fin,  or 
help  to  perfeverance,  there  would  not  be  fuch  pro¬ 
miles  of  delivering  God’s  people  from  their  fears,  nor 
would  they  fo  affectionately  blefs  God  lor  their  being 
delivered,  nor  fo  refolutely  fet  tbemfelves  againft  it^ 
neither  would  there  be  fo  many  commands  and  in¬ 
ductions  laid  upon  them,  not  to  be  afraid. 

( 1  • )  For  commands  againft  fear.  “  Fear  not  thou, 
O  my  fervant  Jacob, — tor  1  will  fave  thee  :  fear  thou 
not,— I  will  ccrredt  thee  in  meafere,”  Jer.  xlvi.  27,  28. 
that  is,  meetly  and  proportionably,  according  to  the 
fcope  of  my  covenant,  which  is  to  fave  thee.  The 
Lord  would  not  have  us  think  ourlelves  in  clanger  of 
being  cafhiered  when  we  are  chaftened  ;  which  feems 
the  import  of  that  in  Ifaiah,  “  I  have  chofen  thee,  and 
not  call  thee  away;  fear  thou  not,”  Ifa.  xli.  9,  10. 
So,  to  the  Hebrews,  “  Call  not  away  your  confi¬ 
dence,”  Heb.  x.  35.  and  Chrift  to  his  difciples,  “  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid,” 
John,  xiv.  27.  (nothing  brings  luch  perturbation  of 
mind  as  fear.)  And,  “  Fear  not,  little  flock  why  ? 
“  it  is  your  Father’s  good  pleafure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom,”  Luke,  xii.  32.  Innumerable  are  the  in¬ 
junctions  laid  upon  God’s  people  againft  fear,  Ila.  xxxv. 

4.  chap  xliii.  5.  chap.  xliv.  2.  Jer.  xxx.  10.  Joel,  ii.  21. 
Zcph.  iii.  16.  Hag.  ii.  5.  Zach.  viii.  13.  15.  Matt, 
x.  29.  Adis,  xxvii.  24.  Rev.  i.  1 7.  &c.  Therefore 
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freedom  from  this  fear  is  no  impediment  to  rerle- 
verance. 

(2.)  Promifes  of  delivering  from  fears.  cc  Jacob 
fhall  be  in  quiet,  and  none  fhall  make  him  afraid,” 
Jer.  xxx.  10.  “  He  fhall  not  be  afraid  of  evii  tidings, 
Pfal.  cxii.  7.  “  He  fhall  be  quiet  from  fear  of  evil,” 
Prov.  i.  33.  The  promife  is  not  made  to  fear  and 
fainting,  but  to  faith  and  confidence  ;  “  Be  of  good 
courage  and  he  fhall  (Lengthen  thy  heart,”  Pfal.  xxvii. 
14,  If  it  had  been  the  mind  of  Chrift,  that  believ¬ 
ers  fhould  flill  be  under  this  fear,  he  would  not  have 
told  them,  they  are  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  and 
fhall  not  come  into  condemnation,  John,  v.  24.  that 
they  fhall  fit  upon  thrones,  Matth.  xix.  2*8.  that  their 
inheritance  is  referved  in  heaven  for  them,  and  they 
kept  for  it  ;  and  that  by  the  mighty  power  of  God, 

1  Pet.  i.  4,  3.  The  refult  of  all  which  is,  that  “  hav¬ 
ing  thefe  promifes,  we  lhould  cleanfe  ourfelves  from 
all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit  ;  perrefting  holinels  in 
the  fear  of  God,”  2  Cor.  vii,  1. 

(3.)  Examples  of  Chriflian  refolution  not  to  fear. 
“  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  the  valley  of  the 
fhadow  of  death,  I  will  :fear  no  evil,”  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 
Ifa.  1.  7.  Therefore  (that  is,  becaufe  the  Lord  God 
had  promifed  to  help  him  ;  therefore)  have  I  fet  my 
face  as  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I  fhall  not  be  confound¬ 
ed.”  Pfal.  Ivi.  4.  “  1  will  not  fear  what  flefh  can  do  unto 
me.”  And  Pial.  xlix.  3.  Wherefore  fhould  I  fear  in 
the  days  “  of  evil,  when  the  iniquity  of  my  heels 
fliall  compafs  me  about  ?”  Thefe,  if  any  thing  fhould 
have  put  him  in  fear  ;  but  his  faith  refolves  againfl 
it,  according  to  Ifa.  xii.  2.  “  I  will  truft,  and  not  be 
afraid,”  that  is,  he  would  not  willingly  admit  the  lead 
mixture  of  fear  with  his  faith  ;  and  good  reafon  for 
it,  fence  ;C  the  joy  of  the  Lord  was  his  {Length,” 
Neh.viii.io.  * 

(4.)  Inftances  of  thankfulnefs  for  deliverance  from 
tears.  “  O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us 
exalt  his  name  together.”  (But  what  is  the  occafion 

o  i 


346  A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 

of  this  joyful  triumph  ?)  « I  fought  the  Lord,  and 
^earcj  me>  an^  delivered  me  from  all  my  fears  ” 
I  la)  xlm.  3,  4.  «  and  therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  ta¬ 
bernacle  facrifices  of  joy  and  the  reafon  of  it  was 
that  God  would  hide  him  in  his  own  pavillion,”  Plal! 
xxvii.  3,  6.  that  is,  he  would  lecure  him  from  dan¬ 
ger,  and.  let  him  above  all  his  fears  ;  which  he  could 
not,  with  any  good  reafon,  have  rejoiced  in  ;  nor 
have  prayed  that  God  would  “  reftore  him  to  the  joy 
of  his  falvadon,”  if  the  dread  of  eternal  fire  had  been 
o  good  a  friend  to  Perfeverance.  Scriptures  might 
be  multiplied  :  but,  befides  thefe,  it  is  evident  in 
experience,  that  nothing  fo  elevates  the  fpirit  and 
courage  of  a  man  in  great  undertakings,  as  affurance 
of  luccefs  :  but  while  he  is  wavering,  and  doubtful 
how  he  (hall  fpeed,  efpecially  while  he  meditates  ter¬ 
rors,  and  of  them  the  dreadfulleft,  his  hands  are  en¬ 
feebled,  nor  has  he  his  wits  about  him  fas  we  ufe  to 
fpeak)  to  difeern  and  improve  them,  as  otherwife  he 
might.  That  which  tends  really  to  make  a  man 
“  fed  fait,  unmoveable,  and  always  to  abound  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,”  is  not  the  fear  of  mifearrying, 
and  looting  all  at  laft  ;  but  “  faith  and  a  certain 
knowledge  that  his  labour  fhall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord,”  1  Cor,  xv.  58. 

Obj.  If  a  man  once  believing  cannot  lofe  his  faith, 
why  is  it  (aid,  “  Let  him  that  ftandeth,  take  heed 
Jclt  he  fall  ('  and,  “  Look  to  yourfelves,  that  ye  lofe 
not  the  things  we  have  wrought?”  if  no  poffibili- 

iy  of  loofing,  what  need  of  luch  cautions,  and  fo 
great  circumlpedtion  ? 

Anjw.  1'he  maker  of  this  objection  hath  elfewhere 
granted,  that  the  obtaining  of  Canaan  was  fure  to 
Abraham’s  feed,  fo  as  their  unworthinefs  could  not 
deprive  them  of  it  :  and  yet  we  find  their  induction 
and  actual  pofieffion  yoked  (afterwards)  with  as  many 
conditions,  cautions,  and  limitations,  as  the  promife 
of  falvation  to  believers  any  where  is  ;  and  yet,  nev- 
f rthelefs,  certain.  But  for  more  particular  anfwer, 

1.  That 
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1.  That  a  righteous  man  may  fall,  is  evident ;  and 
as  evident  it  is,  that  he  cannot  fall  finally  :  for  though 
he  fail  feven  times  in  a  day,  as  often  does  he  rife 
again,  Prov.  xxiv.  16.  and  this,  becaufe  the  Lord  up- 
holdeth  him  with  his  hand,”  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24.  and 
again,  the  “  Lord  upholdeth  all  that  fall,”  Pfal.  cxlv. 
14.  that  is,  either  he  flays  them  when  they  are  falling, 
or  fo  orders  and  limits  the  matter,  that  thev  fall  not 
into  mifchief,  as  others  do  ;  and  to  be  fure  he  will 
fet  them  on  their  feet  again  :  the  abfolutc  promife 
cannot  be  nulled  or  made  uncertain,  by  cautionary 
words  elfewhere  delivered.  It  cannot,  therefore  be 
meant  of  a  total  and  final  falling  away,  which  the 
Scripture-current  exprefsly  runs  againfl. 

2.  There  are  confiderations  of  great  weight  to  make 
believers  take  heed  of  falling,  without  fuppofing  their 
final  apoftafy  (as  the  danger  of  breaking  a  man’s 
bones,  is  ground  fufficient  for  caution,  though  fure 
that  his  neck  fliall  be  fafe)  ;  the  difiionour  done  unto 
his  Father ;  the  fhame  that  is  put  upon  Chrift  ; 
grieving  the  Comforter,  Vandalizing  the  good  ways 
of  God  ;  (tumbling  the  weak  ;  (Lengthening  the 
wicked  ;  the  unfitting  of  him  for  his  duty  ;  inter¬ 
rupting  his  peace  and  communion  with  God,  &c. 
Every  of  which  will  weigh  deep  with  a  foul  that  is 
born  of  God. 

3.  The  Lord  does  ordinarily  bring  about  his  pur- 
poles  by  means  $  of  which  cautions  are  a  part  ;  and 
by  which,  as  a  means,  he  keeps  off  the  evil  cautioned 
againfl.  In  1  John,  ii.  28.  the  apoflle  exhorts  them 
to  abide  in  Chrift  ;  whom  certain  profeffors  had  re- 
linquinfhed,  verfe  19.  And  as  purpofely  intending  to 
obviate  this  objedion,  he  tells  them,  that  they  fliall 
abide  in  him,  verfe,  27.  whereby  he  {Lengthens  them 
to  their  duty. 

For  the  other  place  objeded  f  namely,  “  Look  to 
yourlelves,  that  ye  loofc  not  the  things  we  have 
wrought”),  it  is  one  thing  to  lo#ofe  for  a  time  the 
cl  comfort  of  our  ftate,  as  David,  Hemam 
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and  others  did  ;  and  another  thing  to  loofe  the  ftate 
itfelf  ;  which  a  believer  fhall  never  do,  as  is  fhewn 
before.  Of  much  like  import  is  that  in  2  Pet.  i.  5th, 
6th,  7th,  8th,  9th.  verfes  ;  where  he  exhorts  them 
to  give  all  diligence  to  add  one  grace  to  another  : 
and,  to  help  them  in  thir  work,  he  tells  them,  1. 
What  advantages  they  fhall  have. by  their  fo  doing  * 
they  (hall  not  be  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  that  is,  it  fhall  evidence  to  them  that  the 
knowledge  they  have  is  a  real  knowledge;  which  can¬ 
not  be  known  from  that  which  is  formal  only,  but  by 
luch  an  effedt.  T  hat  alio  by  this  means  it  fhall  be 
increaled  ;  the  ufing  of  things  well,  and  to  their  prop¬ 
er  end,  being  the  readieft  way  to  their  improvement, 
according  to  John,  vii.  17.  “  He  that  will  do  my 

will,  fhall  know  of  my  dod.v\ncA  2.  He  then  lets 
before  them  the  lofs  they  fhall  have  in  cafe  of  neglect ; 
they  will  become  blind,  unable  to  fee  afar  off,  and 
forget  that  they  were  purged  from  their  old  fins  ;  re- 
miffnefs  will  bring  obfcurity  :  that  which  was  clear 
before,  will  now  become  clouded,  and  be  as  if  it  were 
not  :  it  may  feem  to  them,  that  they  are  ihort  of 
that  reft,  which  yet  is  fure  to  them  ;  and  fo  they  will 
be  put  to  begin  their  work  anew  :  whereas,  “  if  they 
do  thele  things,  they  fhall  never  fall  that  is,  they 
fhall  not  fall  from  their  ftedfaftnefs,  nor  lofe  that  clear 
fight  and  aflurance  which  they  now  have,  touching 
their  good  eftatc,  namely,  as  being  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  purged  from  their  old  fins  ;  which 
thofe  negle&s  might  put  out  of  their  fight  ;  and  fo 
lofe  them  the  fenle  and  comfort  of  what  they  had 
wrought. 

Obj.  We  read  in  John,  vi.  66.  that  many  of  Chrift’s 
difciples  forfook  him  :  in  Timothy,  of  fome,  who,  as 
concerning  the  faith,  had  made  fhipwreck  :  and  of 
Simon  Magus,  who  once  believed,  and  was  afterwards 
found  in  the  bond  of  iniquity. 

Anfw.  The  objection  has  an  anfwer  fufficient  made 
ready  to  its  hand,  in  1  John,  ii.  19.  “  They  went 

out 
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out  from  us,  becaufe  they  were  not  of  us  :  for  if  they 
had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued 
with  us.  Seeming  faith  may  really  be  loft,  as  theirs 
was  ;  and  real  faith  may  feemingly  be  loft,  as  was  the 
apoftle’s,  Luke,  xxiv.  21.  Seeming  faith  is  loft  really* 
becaufe  it  was  but  feeming  ;  real  faith  cannot  be  loft, 
becaufe  it  is  real.  Yet  we  fhall  find,  that  that  which 
is  but  feeming,  is  frequently  called  by  the  name  of 
that  it  feems  to  be  ;  as  in  Matt.  xiii.  12.  it  is  laid, 
“  that  which  he  hath  in  Luke,  viii.  18.  (fpeaking  of 
the  fame  thing)  it  is  rendered,  “  that  he  leemeth  to 
have  fo  thofe  who  forfook  Chrift,  they  were  dilci- 
ples  but  in  fhew  5  they  never  believed  in  truth  ;  as 
appears  by  John,  vi.  64.  “  Jefus  knew  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  who  they  were  that  believed  not  :  and  this 
(namely,  becaufe  it  was  but  a  feeming  faith'  they 
had)  he  gives  as  the  realon  of  their  now  forfaking 
him.  And  for  Simon  Magus,  the  anfwer  is  as  clear 
concerning  him  :  where  let  us  confider, 

1 .  That  a  man  may  be  faid  to  believe,  and  yet 
not  be  a  believer  ;  as  a  righteous  man  to  fin,  and  yet 
not  be  a  finner,  1  John,  v.  18.  To  be  a  believer,  is 
to  be  thorough  paced  in  faith,  to  believe  all  that  is 
to  be  believed,  and  to  have  the  heart  united  to  it  : 
thus  Simon  believed  not  :  and  if  he  had,  could  not 
have  thought  the  Holy  Ghoft  vendible  for  monev. 

2.  H  is  faith  feems  to  be  only  fuch  a  belief  con¬ 
cerning  Philip,  as  the  Samaritans  lately  had  concern¬ 
ing  Simon,  namely,  that  he  was  the  great  power  of 
God.  For  finding  himfelf  overmatched  by  Philip, 
taft  out  the  fpirits,  which  he,  perhaps,  had  poffeffed 
them  with,  he  could  not  now  but  give  the  preceden¬ 
cy  to  Philip,  as  having  a  greater  power  than  himfelf  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  continued  with  Philip,  wondering 
at  what  he  did. 

3.  Simon’s  believing  feems  to  be  no  more  than  an 
outward  profeffional  faith,  taken  up  for  by-relpe£ts, 
to  preferve  his  intereft  and  repute  among  the  people, 
who  now  began  to  fall  from  him,  and  to  follow  Phil¬ 
ip  5 
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ip  ;  whofe  difciple  he  himfelf  will  profefs  to  be,  rather 
than  to  be  quite  cafhiered.  Befides,  this  profeffion 
ot  his  might  (in  h:s  conceit)  be  a  ftep  towards  pur- 
chafing  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which,  if  he 
could  obtain,  he  had  been  again  in  as  good  a  condi¬ 
tion,  both  for  reputation  and  profit,  as  before. 

If  any  fliall  fay,  We  read  not  of  this  diftindion  of 
faith,  into  tiue  and  falfe  :  1  anfwer,  The  Scripture 
frequently  (peaks  of  perfons  and  things,  according  to 
\ulgar  elteem,  or  what  they  profeffed  themfelves  to 
be  ;  Ahaz  is  (aid  to  facrifice  to  the  gods  of  Damaf- 
cus  that  (mote  him,  2  Chron.  xxviii.  2 3.  and  yet 
neither  were  they  gods*  nor  did  they  (mite  him  :  but 
it  is  (poke  according  to  his  own  fuperftitious  opinion 
of  them.  So  thofe  four  hundred  men,'  who  prophe- 
fied  before  Ahab,  they  are  called  prophets,  1  Kings* 
xxii.  6.  not  that  they  were  fo  indeed,  but  becaufe  they 
(o  profeffed  themfelves  ;  or,  becaufe  fo  reputed  by 
Ahab,  and  the  people.  A  prophet  is  one  that  is  in- 
Ipired  by  the  Ilo'y  Gholt  ;  which  thofe  men  were 
not,  but  by  a  lying  (pint,  ver.  22.  Now,  Simon 
Magus  was  no  more  a  true  believer,  than  thofe  true 
prophets  ;  nor  his  faith  any  more  of  the  right  kind* 
than  their  predictions  true  prophecies.  We  alfo  find* 
that  the  Scripture  makes  the  coming  to  pafs  of  the 
thing  fore-told,  to  be  the  evidence  of  a  true  prophet  : 
according  to  which  rule,  perfeverance  to  (alvation 
mult  demonflrate  the  truth  of  faith  ;  and  wherefoever 
this  follows  not,  there  faith  was  but  pretended  ; 
“  They  profefs  to  know  God,  but  in  works  deny  him,” 
Tit.  i.  16.  as  of  the  Samaritans,  before  mentioned,  it 
is  (aid,  “  they  feared  the  Lord  and  prefently  after, 
that  “  they  feared  not  the  Lord,”  2  Kings,  xvii,  32. 
34.  they  feared  him  in  fhew,  but  not  in  truth. 

4.  “  The  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure  ;  hav¬ 
ing  this  feal,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his,” 

2  Tim.  ii.  19.  He  brings  it  in  to  comfort  believers, 
touching  the  furenefs  of  their  Handing  ;  when  others, 
of  as  glorious  outfidcs,  make  lhipwreck  of  the  faith  : 

it 
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it  (lands  fure,  becaufe  <f  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that 
are  his  he  knows  whom  he  hath  chofen  ;  for  whom 
he  hath  received  the  atonement ;  whom  he  hath  called, 
and  caufed  to  take  hold  ot  his  covenant  and  thefe 
(liall  Purely  be  kept,  notwithflanding  the  woful  back- 
Hidings  of  others. 

Obj .  If  one  that  believes  not  now,  may  have  faith 
hereafter  ;  then  one  that  is  now  a  believer,  may  lofe 
his  faith,  and  turn  apoftate. 

'  Anfw .  It  follows  not,  that  becaufe  Chrifl  can  bind 
Satan,  and  cafl  him  out  ^  therefore  Satan  can  do  (o 
by  Chrifl.  He  can  come  into  the  devil’s  nurfery 
when  he  will  ;  take  a  crab-flock,  and  tranlplant  it, 
and  graft  ic  with  a  noble  cion  :  but  Satan  cannot  come 
into  God’s  vineyard  (which  is  a  garden  inclofed),  and 
take  thence  what  he  pleafeth.  One,  who  is  now  dead 
in  fin,  may  be  quickened  ;  but,  being  once  alive,  can 
die  no  more  :  it  is  Chrift’s  own  aflertion,  <c  He  that 
liveth,  and  believeth  in  me,  (hall  never  die,”  John, 
xi.  26.  which  cannot  be  meant  of  any  other  but  a 
fpiritual  death,  which  is  all  one  with  his  loling  his  faith. 

Obj.  A  righteous  man  may  turn  away  from  his 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  that  fo,  that  he  (hall  die  for  it, 
Ezek.  xviii.  24. 

Anfw.  There  is  a  tw’o-fold  righteoufnefs  ;  1.  Mor¬ 
al  >  luch  as  Paul  had  before  his  converfion  ;  this  a 
man  may  continue  in  to  thelafl,and  yet  not  be  favcd. 
2*  There  is  a  gofpehrighteoufnefs  ;  (u)  Imputed; 
this  is  the  righteoufneis  of  Chrifl,  by  which  we  are 
juftified.  (2.)  Infufed  ;  this  is  the  divine  nature 
communicated  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl,  whereby  we  are 
fan&tified.  Thefe  two  go  infeparably,  and  can  never 
be  loft.  But  the  righteoufneis  fpoken  of  in  the  place 
obje&ed,  feems  to  be  of  the  former  fort ;  namely,  mo¬ 
ral  or  outward  righteoufnefs ;  for  outward  conformity 
to  the  law,  was  the  condition  of  their  poflefling  the  land 
of  Canaan,  with  long  life  and  prolperity  in  it.  This 
(if  retained)  gave  them  a  legal  right  to  thofc  prom- 
ifes;  if  they  turned  from  it,  they  ran  into  a  forfeiture  : 

and 
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and  lolc  it  they  might,  for  they  had  no  promife  that 
they  ihould  abide  in  it.  But  the  new  covenant  un¬ 
dertakes  for  that,  as  is  evident,  by  comparing  Jen 
XXXL  3r\33*  with  chap,  xxxii.  43.  But  if  any  will 
yet  tuppolc  the  righteous  man  fpoken  of  in  thexviiith 
of  Ezekiel,  to  be  meant  of  a  true  believer  ;  there  is, 
I  hope,  in  the  anfwers  foregoing,  fufficient  to  folve  it. 

But  fuppofe  a  believer  be  taken  away  in  his  fin  (as 
perhaps  Jofiah  was),  and  hath  not  time  to  repent  of 
it  ?  j.  It  cannot  be  proved  that  this  whs  the  cafe 
with  jofiah  :  he  had  time  fufficient  betwenhis  woun¬ 
ding  and  his  death  ;  as  is  evident  by  the  ftory,  2, 
Chron.  xxxv.  23,  24.  But,  2.  There  was  that  in 
him  that  would  have  repented,  and  God  reckons  of  a 
man  according  to  what  he  would  do.  It  being  in 
David's  heart  to  build  him  an  houfe,  it  was  accepted 
as  if  he  had  done  it.  The  root  of  the  matter  is  in  ev¬ 
ery  regenerate  perfbn,  which,  if  it  had  time*  would 
put  forth  itfelf  in  fruits  :  and  therefore  they  (hall  not 
be  dealt  with  as  barren  trees,  which  have  not  that  fub- 
ftance  in  them. 

Obj.  I  he  promife  of  perfeverance  is  not  made  to 
faith,  that  that  fhall  not  fail  ;  but  in  reference  to  the 
favour  of  God,  namely,  that  if  men  go  on  to  believe, 
they  fhall  abide  in  his  love. 

Anfw.  Thus  to  give  the  fenfe  of  the  promife,  is  to 
enervate  it,  and  make  it  fpeak  but  according  to  the 
covenant  of  works  :  it  bereaves  it  wholly  of  that  bet- 
ternefs  the  Scripture  atcribes  to  it,  in  Heb.  viii.  6.  10. 
It  abo  renders  the  promife  as  fpeaking  fallacioufly  ; 
making  fhew  of  that  it  intends  not  :  it  would  be  as  if 
he  had  laid,  you  (hall  keep  the  favour  of  God,  if  you 
do  not  lofe  it.  Belides,  faith  is  the  foul’s  coming  to 
God  ;  unbelief,  its  departing  from  him  :  the  promife, 
therefore,  that  fecures  againft  departing  from  God, 
lecures  your  continuance  in  believing  :  he  that  un¬ 
dertakes  you  fhall  be  crowned,  doth  virtually  under¬ 
take  for  your  holding  out  to  the  end  of  your  race. 

Ob] . 
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Ot?j.  Others,  again,  in  interpreting  the  promifesre-- 
corned  in  the  xxxvith  of  Ezek.  and  xxxiid  of  Jer. 
touching  men’s  not  departing  from  God,  reftrain  them 
to  the  jewifn  nation,  and  to  the  lad  days. 

Anf-w.  To  thts  1  fhal)  only  ill}',  that  although  feme 
particular  times  and  perfons  are  more  immediately 
concerned  in  the  promifes  of  the  Old  Teftament  fei- 
pecially  luch  as  refer  to  temporal  things)  ;  yet  is  there 
not  one  promife,  but,  in  the  fpirituality  of  it,  belongs 
to  every  one  that  belongs  to  Chrift  }  that  is,  Jews  m 
pint.  No  Scripture  is  of  private  interpretation  : 
and  therefore  not  to  be  confined  to  thofe  particular 
times  or  perfons,  when  and  to  whom  they  were  deliv- 
ered  :  they  were  written  for  the  ufe  of  all,  i  Cor.  x. 

i1’  and  vve  fincl  tliem  accordingly  applied  in  the  New 
J  eitament.  The  promife  made  to  Jollrua,  touching 
he  (needs  ofhis  warfare  in  Canaan,  is,  by  the  apoftle, 
appl.ed  to  believers  m  general,  as  an  argument  ayainft 
over- much  carefulnefs  in  a  married  eflate,  and  for 
contentednels  with  our  prefent  condition,  Jofli.  i.  c. 

;:’ra,  Helx  ?}"•  5-  So,  likewife,  the  prophefv  of 
p7  touching  the  hypocrites  of  his  time,  is  by 
-hi  fit  applied  to  the  Phariiees,  Ifa.  xix.  with  Matth. 

.  /5  and  thf-  Promifes  made  to  the  lews,  in  Ifa. 

hv  13.  are  applied  to  the  Gentiles,  in  John,  vi.  4?. 

reirs^nff  iC  dodnne  of  ablolute  perfeverance  lays  the 
reins  of  fecun  yon  the  neck  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the 
oid  man,  in  believers. 

slnjw.  For  anfwer,  1.  This  objection  is  (in  effed) 

t  it  (peaks  broader  •  whS 

w.,  tUt  the  farther  men  go  in  oppofing  the  truth, 
the  vvorfe  language  they  give  it.  That  many,  who 
c  fi  aeliw  e  tnc  dodrine  of  Perfeverance,  have  gi/en  the 
ficih  us  fuil  range  and  liberty,  needs  no  proof  :  but 

that  any  believer  hath  made  that  impious  ufe  of  it’ 
will  never  be  made  out.  2.  The  objedion  deWs 
ro  quarter  becaufe  it  highly  reproaches  the  goodmfc 
and  faithfu  nefs  of  God,  as  if  for  a  filb  fo  h 
g;ven  a  fcorpion  ;  for  fo  it  wou]d  £  %  ™ 

fov.ng  '-hem  ablolute^ promiles  would  prove  a;i  in- 
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diligence  to  the  fleOi.  3.  It  alfo  contradicts  the 
known  and  conftant  way  of  holy  men’s  arguing  and 
inferring  from  ablolute  promiles,  and  the  higheft  af- 
fu ranee  :  fee  a  few  in  fiances  of  this  :  “  When  Chrift 
our  life  llan.ll  appear,  then  fliall  ye  alfo  appear  with 
him  in  glory  the  refult  of  it  is,  “  mortify,  there¬ 
fore,  your  members  which  are  upon  the  earth,”  Col. 
iii.  4,  5.  Again,  “  we  know  that  when  he  fliall  ap¬ 
pear,  we  fliall  be  like  him  and  what  is  the  fruit  of 
this  knowledge  ?  “  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in 
him,  purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure,”  1  John, 
iii.  2,  3.  The  like  ye  have  in  the  Corinthians  :  “  For 
we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle 
were  diflblved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  houle 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.”  Now 
fee  the  effect  of  this  affurance  ;  “  Wherefore  we  la¬ 
bour,  that  whether  prefent  or  abfent,  we  may  be  ac¬ 
cepted  of  him,”  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  9.  In  the  next  chap¬ 
ter,  he  repeats  the  fum  of  the  new  covenant  ;  “  I  will 
be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  my  fons  and 
daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty,”  2  Cor.  vi.  18. 
Obfcrve  now  the  ufe  he  makes  of  it  (and  all  believers 
have  the  fame  mind)  ;  “  Having,  therefore,  thefe 
promiles  (ablolute  pronnfes),  let  us  cleanle  ourfelves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  flelli  and  (pint,  perfecting  holi- 
nels  in  the  fear  of  God,”  chap.  vii.  1 .  Job  knew  that 
his  Redeemer  lived,  and  that  he  fhouldlive  with  him 
and  yet,  as  to  holinefs  and  integrity,  not  a  man  like 
Job  in  all  the  earth.”  And  that  holy  man  Afaph  was 
fully  affured  of  perfevering  infallibly  ;  “  d  hou  lbalt 
guide  me  by  thy  eounfel,  and  “afterwards  receive  me 
to  glory,”  Pfal.  lxxiii.  24.  this  did  not  looien  the 
reins,  but  made  him  cleav;  clofer  to  God,  renouncing 
all  but  him  and  his  lervice  ;  “  Whom  have  1  in  heav¬ 
en  but  thee  ?”  And,  “  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw 
niah  to  God,”  vet.  23.  28.  The  like  frame  of  fpint 
we  find  in  David  ;  “  Surely,  goodnefs  and  mercy 
fhall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life  his  refult 
alfo  is,  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  God  for  ever, 

Pi al.  xxiii.  6.  And,  that  thefe  were  not  temporary 
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fits  and  flafhes,  but  from  a  fettled  principle,  is  furthef 
apparent  by  his  manner  of  reafoning  ;  “  In  time  or 
trouble,  he  fhall  hide  me  in  his  pavilion  (no  fafer  place 
on  earth  nor  in  heaven),  and  now  fhall  my  head  be 
lifted  up  above  mine  enemies  round  about  me,”  Pfal. 
xxvii.  5.  But  what  follows  upon  this  mounted  affur- 
ance  ?  cc  Sou!,  take  thy  eafe,  eat,  drink,  and  be  mer¬ 
ry  ?”  O  !  no  :  but,  u  therefore  will  I  offer  facrifices 
°f joy  ;  “  I  will  fing,  yea,  I  will  ling  praifes  unto  the 
Lord  !”  Pfal.  xxvii.  6.  he  was  now  upon  his  high 
places,  out  of  the  reach  of  danger  ;  but  did  not  grow 
remifs  upon  it,  restrain  prayer,  and  give  over  calling 
upon  God  5  but  falls  the  more  fervently  upon  that 
which  fhall  be  the  upfliot  of  all  in  heaven  :  he  would 
rather  have  been  remifs  without  this  affurance,  as 
himfelf  prefently  acknowledged  :  “  I  had  fainted* 
unleis  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
in  the  land  of  the  living,”  ver.  15.  So  Paul’s  affur¬ 
ance  of  obtaining  what  he  run  for,  was  a  mighty 
(Lengthening  to  him  in  his  race  :  who  fo  crucified  to 
the  world  as  Paul  ?  fo  abundant  in  all  kind  of  fervice, 
01  more  ready  to  die  for  Chrift,  than  he  ?  who  yet 
had  the  fulleft  affurance  of  holding  out,  and  of  receiv¬ 
ing  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs  at  laft  ;  and  that  noth¬ 
ing  fhould  feparate  him  from  it.  By  thele  ye  may 
gather,  that  believers  are  of  a  nobler  extract,  than  to 
Jove  God  the  lefs,  becaufe  he  loves  them  fo  much  ; 
and  that  it  is  no  trivial  (lander,  to  infinuate  that  be¬ 
lievers  (efpecially  iuch  as  have  affurance),  are  mod 
expofed  and  given  to  backfliding  :  which  is,  lure,  an 
unnatural  confequent  of  their  being  <c  fealed  to  the 
day  of  redemption.  Such  objections  do  alio  argue 
the  authors  of  them,  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
goodly  ways  of  God,  nor  with  that  fpiritual  obliging 
fweetnefs  that  is  found  in  them  :  which  any  one,  who 
hath  tailed  thereof  in  truth*  would  not  turn  from,  al¬ 
though  his  future  happinefs  were  not  concerned  in  it. 
Nor  do  they  conlider  the  frame  and  nature  of  the  new 
creature,  which  hath  fpiritual  fenfes,  fitted  to  difeern 
what  makes  for  its  own  prefervation,  and  whatagainft 

it. 


35^ 


A  PRACTICAL  DISCOURSE 


it.  H id  you  fifteen  years  added  to  your  life,  and  a, 
certainty  of  it.  ;  would  you  therefore  for  lake  your 
food,  and  dilule  the  ordinary  means  of  preferving  life  ? 
The  Jews  had  an  ablolute  promife,  that  God  would 
favc  jcrufalem  from  the  king  of  Aflyria,  who  then  be- 
ifged  it  :  did  they  fet  open  their  gates,  and  draw  off 
their  guards  upon  it  ?  Senfc  and  reafon  would  teach 
tl  m  cthervvife,  which  grace  does  not  deftroy,  but 
perfect.  It  is  a  (park  of  that  heavenly  fire,  which 
cannot  live  out  of  its  element,  nor  can  all  the  waters 
under  heaven  quench  it.  It  is  a  participation  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  fo  loves  and  hates,  as  the  Father  of 
it  doth  ;  and  it  will  cleave  to  him  in  every  ftate  :  “  If 
lie  lave  me  alive,  1  will  ferve  him  ;  if  he  kill  me,  I 
will  yet  truft  in  him  in  life,  and  in  death,  I  will  be 
the  Lord’s.  This  is  the  natural  difpolition  of  the  new 
creature,  it  favours  only  the  things  which  are  of  God  : 
and  the  higher  tafted  they  are  by  affurance,  the  more 
is  he  aloft,  and  above  the  lure  of  carnal  divertifements, 
not  to  be  governed  or  led  bv  them.  Therefore,  let 
God  be  true,  and  his  prophets  and  apoftles  be  reckon¬ 
ed  for  faithful  witnefles,  and  every  one  that  fpeaks 
otherwife  a  liar. 

The  next  thing  in  courfe  is,  to  confider  what  im¬ 
provement  may  be  made  of  this  doctrine  ;  which  one 
would  furely  conclude  of  very  great  ufefulnefs,  fince 
the  Scriptures  are  lo  greatly  concerned  about  it.  In 
general,  it  affords  matter  of  eminent  flipport  to  be¬ 
lievers  ;  efpecially  i.n  difficult  cafes  :  it  alio  evinceth 
matter  of  duty  on  the  believer’s  part  ;  and  from  the 
examples  fore-quoted,  fomething  of  diredion  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  both  ;  which  1  fhall  here  put  intermixedly. 

Infer.  I.  Stand  {till,  and  behold  the  falvation  of 
the  Lord  !  and  at  the  fight  of  this  great  thing,  fay  in 
your  hearts,  with  an  holy  aftonifhment,  “  What  hath 
( iod  wrought  \”  Let  your  louis  be  filled  and  enlarged 
with  everlafting  admirings  of  that  grace  (that  lover- 
eign  grace)  which  has  fo  lmprr.gnably  fecured  the  fal¬ 
vation  of  his  chofen,  that  no  manner  of  thing,  wheth¬ 
er  v/ithin  them  or  without  them*  fiia.ll  be  able  to  de¬ 
feat 
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feat  it,  or  hinder  them  of  it  ;  ‘f  no,  not  the  gates  of 
hell  :  nay,  not  fo  much  as  one  of  the  (takes  thereof 
fhail  be  removed,  and  that  forever.  Shaken  you  may 
be,  and  tolled  with  a  temped  ;  but  not  over-turned, 
hecaufe  ye  have  an  eternal  root.  Electing  love  is  of 
that  fovereignty,  that  it  rules  and  over-rules  all,  both 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  :  Chrift  Jefus,  our  Saviour 
and  Lord,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  our  Sanctifier,  Counfel- 
lor,  and  Comforter  ;  in  all  they  have  done,  do,  or 
will  do,  do  (till  purlue  that  (cope.  All  ordinances, 
providences,  temptations,  afflictions,  and  whatever 
can  be  named  (whether  good  or  bad  in  itfelf),  liie, 
death,  things  prelent,  and  things  to  come,  are  all 
made  fubfervient  to  the  decree  of  Election  ;  and  do 
ad  work  together  to  bring  about  its  moft  g’orious  de- 
fignment.  If  the  courfe  and  condudt  of  common 
providences  were  lively  delineated,  it  would  yield  an 
illuftrious  profpedt  :  how  much  more  tire  condudt, 
order,  and  end,  of  thofe  lpecial  providences,  which 
are  proper  to,  and  converlant  about  eledion  !  when 
ail  the  pieces  theieof  (hall  be  brought  togetl  er  and 
Et  in  Older,  how  beautiful  it  wall  be  !  angels  and 
men  fhail  fhout  for  the  glory  of  it  1  then  it  will  be 
evident,  God  hath  done  nothing  in  vain,  or  imperti¬ 
nent  to  your  bleflednefs  :  that  whatever  hath  befallen 
you  here  (however  contrary  to  your  prefen t  fenfe  and 
opinion  of  it),  was  difpenfed  in  very  faithful nefs  to 
you  *  that  if  any  of  thole  manifold,  and  leemmgly 
crofs  occurrences,  you  have  been  exercifed  with,  had 
been  omitted,  it  would  have  been  a  blank  in  your  do¬ 
ry,  a  blot  in  your  efcutcheon  of  honour.  When  you 
fhail  fee  what  contrivances  have  been  againft  you  ; 
what  art,  (ubtilty,  mance,  and  power,  they  were  agi¬ 
tated  with  ;  how  unable  you  were,  of  yourfelves,°to 
forefee,  prevent,  avoid,  or  repel  them  ;  and  how’  all 
the  attributes  of  God  and  his  providences,  each  one 
in  its  time  and -place  (which  was  always  moft  (eafona- 
ble),  came  in  to  your  reicue,  retorting  on  vour  ad- 
verlaries,  and  Safeguarding  you  ;  yea,  how  that  which 
was  death  in  itfelf,  was  made  to  work  life  in  you,  how 
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amiable  and  admirable  will  the  ftory  of  it  be  !  that 
when  your  faith  was  weak,  the  Lord  did  not  with¬ 
draw  from  you  ;  that  when  it  was  at  its  height  and 
(Length,  he  then  did  for  you  above  all  you  could  be¬ 
lieve  or  think,  and  through  an  unfpeakable  prefs  of 
difficulties  and  contradictions,  he  carried  on  his  work 
in  you  ;  even  bearing  you  on  eagles  wings,  until  he 
had  brought  you  to  himfelf  :  how  will  you  magnify 
his  work,  and  admire  it  then  !  Begin  it  now. 

Infer.  11.  Let  us  ftudy  more  the  knowledge  and 
contents  of  this  great  truth  of  believers  invincible 
Perfe'verance  ;  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  tendency  of  it, 
and  what  advantages  it  yields  to  us  :  which  are,  in¬ 
deed,  many  and  very  confiderable. 

i.  As  it  is  a  part  of  the  doftrine  of  eleftion,  which 
teacheth,  that  nothing  in  us,  but  grace  and  love  in 
God,  was  the  only  original  caufe  of  our  falvation  : 
the  knowledge  whereof  will  work  in  the  foul  an  holy 
ingenuity  and  love  towards  God,  whom  nothing  of¬ 
fends'  but  fin.  Simon  anfwered  right,  when  he  faid, 
“  He  that  had  mod  forgiven  him,  would  love  mod,” 
Luke,  vii.  4^.  whence  it  follows,  that  he  who  believes 
the  free  remiffion  of  all  his  fins,  from  firft  to  lad,  mud 
needs  love  God  more  than  he  who  believes  only  the 
pardon  of  thofe  that  arc  pad  ;  and  that  fo,,as  that 
they  may  all  be  charged  upon  him  again  :  or  if  not, 
that  yet  he  may  podibly  perifli  for  thofe  to  come,  per- 
1  aps  in  the  lad  moment  of  his  life  :  for  he  is  not  fure 
(1  ay,  it  is  very  doubtful,  if  dependent  on  his  own  nat¬ 
ural  will)  that  faith  and  repentance  (hall  be  his  lad 
a  ft.  Now  this  grace  of  love  being  the  ftrongeft  and 
mofl  operative  principle,  he  that  is  led  by  it  mud  aft 
accordingly  ;  that  is,  vigoroufly,  and  without  wcari- 
nefs,  as  Paul  did.  And  Jofeph  having  received  large 
tokens  of  God's  love  to  him,  and  expefting  more,- yet 
argues  againd,  and  (with  an  holy  difdain  and  flight) 
puts  by  the  temptation  :  cc  How  can  I  do  this,  and 
fin  again  ft  God,”  who  hath  dealt,  and  will  deal  fo 
bountifully  with  rnc  !  Divine  love  is  of  infinite  effi- 
cac  y. 

2.  As 
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2.  As  it  teacheth  the  foul  to  depend  upon  God 
for  its  keeping,  as  having  his  almighty  power  able- 
lutely  engaged  for  it.  Whereas,  if  the  efficacy  and 
event  of  all  that  God  doth  for  me,  fhould  depend  up¬ 
on  fomething  to  be  done  by  myielf,  who  am  a  frail 
creature,  and  prone  to  revolt,  1  fhould  ftiil  be  in  fear, 
becaufe  ftiil  in  danger  of  falling,  and  lofing  all  at  laft  : 
and  this  fear  being  an  enfeebling  paflion,  muft  needs 
render  my  refiftance,  and  all  my  endeavours,  both 
irregular  and  weak  ;  whereas  a  magnanimous  and 
fearlels  fpirit,  who  fees  himfelf  clothed  with  a  divine 
power,  (hall  have  his  wits  (as.  we  fay)  more  about 
him,  to  difeern  dangers  and  advantages,  and,  confe- 
quently,  how  to  efehaw  the  one,  and  improve  ti  e 
other. 

3.  As  it  gives  affurance,  “  our  labour  fhall  not  be 
in  vain.”  This  made  thefe  believing  Hebrews  to 
c;  endure  that  great  fight  of  afflictions,  and  to  take 
joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods  ;  becaufe  they 
knew  they  had  in  heaven  a  better  and  more  enduring 
fubftance.”  All  manner  of  accomplifhments  put  in¬ 
to  one,  and  made  your  own,  would  not  fo  invincibly 
fteel  your  foreheads,  and  ftrengthen  your  hearts,  as  to 
be  lure  of  fuccefs,  and  to  come  off  conquerors  at  laft  : 
the  apoftle,  therefore,  brings  it  in  as  the  higheft  en¬ 
couragement  in  our  chriftian  warfare,  Rom.  vi.  14. 
chap.  viii.  37.  And  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf  (who, 
of  all  others,  had  the  hardeft  talk  to  perform),  it  made 
“  his  face  as  a  flint,  becaufe  he  knew  he  fhould  not 
be  confounded,”  I fa.  1.  7. 

Infer.  III.  Make  it  one,  and  that  a  main  part  of 
your  bufinefs,  to  foil  and  dilprove  the  objections  that 
are  brought  againft  this  doCtrine  ;  and  your  neared 
way  to  it  is,  by  “  growing  in  grace,”  2  Pet.  iii.  18. 
with  chap.  i.  3 — 10.  1.  Lay  afide,  and  call  away 

every  weight  ;  efpecially  the  fin  that  doth  mod  eafily 
befet  you  ;  your  boiom  fin,  whatever  it  be  ;  cad 
them  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats  ;  they  are  not  fit 
mates  for  day-light  creatures,  1  Theft',  v.  5.  6.  It  is 
a  noble  prize  you  run  for  s  therefore  clog  not  your- 
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icH  with  any  thing  that  may  hinder  or  retard  your 
pace.  2.  Keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  God  ;  main- 
t;i:n  a  fph'itual  len(e  of  his  love  to  you,  and  a  lively 
anlwer  of  holy  affedtions  towards  him.  Whatever 
may  tend  to  obfcure  or  lefTen  your  fenfe  of  it,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ;  keep  yourfelves  from  idols  ; 

i np  hav  an  intereft  in  your  love  but  God  j 
and  all  tilings  elfe,  but  in  fubordination,  and  with  re- 
Ipeol  to  him  only.  3.  Watch  againft  the  beginnings 
aru  veiy  firft  motions  of  fin  ;  nip  it  in  the  bud  ;  ab- 
ilain  from  ail  appearance  of  evil  ;  and  walk  not  on 
the  brink  of  your  liberty.  It  is  eafier  to  keep  out  an 
invader,  than  to  expel  him  being  enterred  ;  to  keep 
down  a  rebel,  and  prevent  his  riling,  than  to  conquer 
him  when  he  is  up.  Great  and  black  clouds  have 
imall  beginnings;  the  bignefs  of  your  hand,  at  firft, 
1  ile  and  ipicacl  fo  as  to  cover  the  whole  heavens  ; 
therefore,  keep  off  fin  at  ftaff’s  end.  4.  Be  diligent 
and  induftrious  in  it.  Think  not,  becaufe  it  is 
God  who  performetli  all  things  for  you,  that  therefore 
you  may  fit  {till,  or  he  remils  in  your  duty  :  your 
arms  and  armour  were  not  provided  to  ruft  in  your 
tent.  There  may  be,  indeed,  fuch  a  juncture  in  prov¬ 
idence,  that  it  may  be  your  duty,  and,  confequently, 
your  ftrength,  to  fit  ftill  (as  was  theirs  at  tiie  Red 
Sea),  Lxod.  xiv.  13.  this  is,  vvlien  all  farther  motion 
is  fnutup  to  you;  and  then  the  Lord  will  do  his 
work  without  you  :  but  ufually  there  .is  fomething  to 
be  clone  on  our  part.  Though  the  Lord  would  go 
forth  before  David,  and  (mite  the  Philiftines,  yet  Da¬ 
vid  muft  beftir  hinffelf,  2  Sam.  v.  24.  This  thing 
is  conftantly  to  be  affirmed,  that  “  they  who  have 
believed  in  God  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works,” 
Tit.  iii.  8.  and  do  it  the  rather,  “  to  cut  off  occafion 
from  them  which  defire  occafion  ;  that  wherein  they 
g'ory,  they  may  be  found  even  as  we,”, 2  Cor.  xi.  22. 
5.  Cleave  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  him  only  ;  and 
truft  not  to  your  holding  of  him,  but  to  his  holding 
of  you.  I'll  is  did  David,  when  he  lays,  “  thou  hold- 
eft  me  by  my  right  hand,”  Pfal.  Jxxim  23.  Follow 

him, 
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him,  as  men  follow  the  court,  whofe  dependence  is 
upon  it.  While  following  him,  you  cannot  do  amils ; 
nor  want  any  good  thing,  whether  for  counlel,  ftrength, 
01  otheiwile.  6.  forget  what  is  behind,  and  preis 
on  towaids  perfection  ;  that,  if  poflible,  you  may  at- 
ta..n  to  the  refurredlion  of  the  dead,  that  is,  to  be  per- 
je<%  holy.  Though  perfe&nefs,  in  die  ptrfedion  of 
it,  is  not  attainable  here  ;  yet  the  higher  you  aim, 
the  higher  {hail  your  attainment  be,  and  the  farther 

?mi  r0rn  iofin§  w^at  )'ou  have  got.  Keep  the  mark 
ltiil  in  your  eye,  and  fhun  whatever  might  intercept 

yout  fight  of  it.  1  hefe  are  home  of  the  ways  to  make 
your  catling  and  election  fure  :  and  if  ye  do  thefe 
th  ngs,  ye  {ball  prove  this  doctrine  to  be  true  ;  and 
either  prevent  or  retort  thole  carnal  and  groundlefs 
calumnies  that  are  brought  againlt  it. 

Infer.  IV.  Since  there  are  Juch  arguments  for  be¬ 
lievers  1  erfeverance,  let  us  all  lo  demean  ourfelves, 
tnar  we  may  have  them  all  Hand  on  our  fide,  for  proof 
and  evidence  that  we  are  of  that  happy  remnant, 
whom,  he  hath  made  and  wrought  for  this  felt-fame 
tnmg  :  and  as  it  was  his  purpofe,  {0  let  it  be  our 
ipiuc  and  prafhee,  to  glorify  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

i.  If  born  of  God,  let  us  {hew  forth  the  virtues  of 
our  bather,  and  bear  ourfelves  as  his  children,  both 

o wards  him,  and  towards  the  world.  Let  us  live  up- 
in  him  and  live  to  him  j  rejoicing  always  before 
im  ’  ht ft,  for  his  own  blefiednefs,  and  then  for  ours, 
t.euvcd  from  his,  and  by  him  referved  in  heaven 
r  us  ;  and  all,  as  defigning  to  honour  him  as  our 
lather.  2.  If  we  have  faith,  let  it  appear  by  our 
vvirks.  It  muft  be  fome  Angular  thing  that  muff 
dpinguifh  us  from  other  men  :  it  is  not  profeffion, 
ntr  vvoi-Gs,  nor  actions  neither  (as  to  the  matter  of 
tifm,  and  fo  tar  as  vifible  to  men),  that  will  approve 
unbelievers  j  but  the  principle  whence  they  grow 
anl  the  end  they  drive  at  :  the  refult  of  Abraham’s 
faih  was,  to  give  glory  to  God,  and  fo  will  ours,  if 

11  framrS  feed'  Let  m  carry  ourfelves,  under 
a  yperKatI°ns,  not  only  quietly,  but  thankfully  t, 

and 
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and  fo  as  to  anfwer  God’s  end  :  walk  humbly  •  hate 
the  thing  that  is  evil  ;  have  the  world  under  your 
feet  ;  eftecm  precioully  of  Chrift  :  honour  his  ordi¬ 
nances  ;  let  every  grace  have  its  perfect  work  ;  and 
rejoice  in  hopes  of  that  glory,  which  ail  thefe  things 
are  preparatory  to.  4.  Itone  with  Chrift,  and  he 
our  Mediator,  then  let  us  walk  as  he  walked  ;  who 
held  h  is  own  will  always  fubjedt  to  his  Father’s  ; 
reckoning  it  his  meat  to  do  his  will,  and  to  finifh  his 
work  :  let  us  alfo  wait  his  advice  and  counfel  in  eve¬ 
ry  bulineis,  and  follow  it  ;  commit  our  caufe  to  him, 
and  intereft  him  in  all  our  concernments.  5.  Apply 
yourfelves  to  every  attribute  of  God,  according  to 
the  prefent  occafion  ;  and  dwell  upon  them,  and  leave 
them  not  until  you  have  the  grace  and  help  intended 
by  them.  They  are  all  made  over  to  the  heirs  of  fal- 
vation,  to  live  upon  :  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  in  the 
midft  of  our  abundance  we  are  in  ftreight  !  6.  If 

made  for  the  glory  of  God,  make  good  your  end  : 
he  is  glorious  in  holinels,  and  by  holinefs  only  can 
you  glprify  him.  Bear,  therefore,  on  the  forehead  of 
your  defigns  and  converfation,  that  royal  infcription, 
Holinefs  to  the  Lord  :  by  this,  you  will  fet  to  your 
leal,  that  <c  God  is  true,”  and  approve  yourfelves  to 
be  children  that  will  not  lie.  It  will  alfo  be  of  lingu¬ 
lar  ufe  and  fervice  to  yourfelves,  as  to  that  other  end 
ot  your  being  5  that  you  have  glorified  “  God  on  the 
earth, ”  will  be  a  fubftantial  argument  that  he  wif 
glorify  you  in  the  world  to  come,  John,  xvii.  4.  For 
though  your  perfonal  righteoufnes  be  not  your  titb 
to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  yet  your  conftant  prc- 
greflion  in  holinefs  will  be  your  beft  evidence  (neit 
to  the  immediate  witneffings  of  the  Spirit),  that  yai 
have  a  title,  and  that  your  title  is  good.  Sine* 
therefore,  we  were  made  for,  and  expect  fuch  things, 
what  manner  of  pertons  ought  we  to  be,  in  all  hdy 
converfation  and  godlinels  ?  2  Pet.  iii.  ix.  7.  If 
under  the  covenant  of  grace,  let  us  reckon  ourieves 
(Lengthened  with  all  might,  and  hold  to  it,  as  having 
all  our  falvation  in  it  5  both  keeping,  fupport,  re'ov* 

cy 
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ery,  and  fettlement,  grace  and  glory  :  not  minding  fo 
much  how  any  thing  looks  or  feels  at  prelent,  as  the 
end  it  tends  to  ;  for  if  the  end  be  good,  the  means 
(as  fucH)  cannot  be  otherwife.  And,  truly,  we  cannot 
have  a  better  evidence  of  our  interefl  in  this  coven¬ 
ant,  than  a  total  devolving  and  calling  ourfclves  upon 
it,  Ifa.  lvi.  4.  6. 

And  well  it  is  for  us  (who  find  in  ourfelves  fo  great 
a  pronenefs  to  backfhde)  that  our  eternal  condition 
doth  not  depend  on  ourfelves  ;  but  upon  that  founda¬ 
tion  of  God,  mentioned  in  Timothy,  where  the  apof- 
tle,  fpeaking  of  fome  who  had  made  fh  ip  wreck  of  the 
faith  (left  true  believers  fhould  faint  in  their  minds, 
at  the  fight  and  apprehenfion  of  it),  he  tells  them,  that 
neverthelefs  (that  is,  notwithflanding  thiswoful  back- 
Hiding  of  fome,  perhaps  of  eminent  profefiion,  yet) 
fc  the  foundation  cf  God  flandeth  lure  q.  d .  1  hat 
they  who  are  on  this  foundation  are  fure  to  be  kept  : 
and  he  confirms  it  with  this  feal,  “  the  Lord  know- 
eth  them  that  are  his  :”  he  knows  whom  he  hath 
chofen,  and  concerning  whom  he  hath  covenanted, 
that  “  they  fhall  not  depart  from  him  ;”  and  there¬ 
fore  he  will  not  let  them  go  (they  fhall  be  kept  as 
thofe  feven  thoufand  were,  from  bowing  the  knee  to 
Baal)  ;  adding  this  caution  withal,  “  that  every  one 
which  nameth  the  name  of  the  Lord  fhould  depart 

A 

from  iniquity,”  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  which,  as  it  is  a  means 
of  God’s  appointing,  to  keep  from  apoftafy  ;  fo  it 
fhall  be  to  them  an  evidence,  that  they  are  of  that 
foundation,  and  (hall  be  kept.  For,  it  being  his 
fcope  to  comfort  believers  againft  their  mifgivmgs, 
which  arife  from  a  fenfe  of  their  own  weaknefs,  and  a 
like  aptnefs  in  themfelves  to  revolt,  he  needs  mud 
ufe  an  argument  fuitable  to  fuch  an  end  :  and,  there¬ 
fore,  in  faying  the  foundation  of  God  flandeth  fure,” 
he  muft  intend,  believers  {landing  lure  upon  it  :  for, 
the  (landing  fure  of  the  foundation,  would  be  final! 
comfort  to  us,  if  yet  we  might  be  blown  off  it,  or  fink 
befides  it.  Does  God  take  care  for  fparrows  ?  f  t 
oxen  ?  for  ravens  ?  much  more  tor  believing  fouls, 

who 
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who  have  committed  themfelves  to  his  keeping  Let 
the  fowler  do  all  he  can,  not  a  fparrow  (hall  falf  to  the 
ground  :  you  will  lay,  without  the  will  of  God  they 
cannot  :  and  the  will  of  God  is,  that  thev  fhall  not  ■ 

“  A  t,1Gu(and  may  foil  at  his  fide,  and  ten  thoufand 
at  his  right  hand,  but  it  fliall  not  come  nigh  him,” 

'  *  7*  1  that  determined  Inch  a  Iparrow 

f'ia|l  net  fall,  determined  alfo  to  prevent  that  which 
would  caufe  him  to  fall  :  and,  therefore,  either  the 
fowler  fliall  not  find  the  bird,  or  the  bird  fhall  dif- 
cern  his  approach,  or  fmell  the  powder,  and  be  gone  ; 
or  1!  he  lhoot,  he  fhall  mils  his  mark  ;  or  if  he  hit,  it 
Jnall  light  on  tne  feathers,  that  will  growr  again,  or  on 
fome  flelliy  part,  that  may  be  licked  whole  ;  or,  per- 
iups,  it  fliall  open  an  ulcer,  that  could  not  otherwife 
be  cured  :  a  believers  heel  may  be  bruifed,  but  his 
vital  parts  are  out  of  reach,  and  therefore  fafe. 

lift'/ ■  V.  Let  this  dodtrine,  of  behevers  invincible 
i  erievciance  111  faith  and  hohnefs,  flrengthen  our 
hearts  againft  all  forts  of  doubts  and  fears,  which  may 
arife  from  the  prefence  of  in-dwelling  fin,  with  its  fre¬ 
quent  and  fiurdy  infurredfions  ;  fince  “  he  that  hath 
begun  will  alfo  perfedt  his  work  with  power,”  Phi.  1 . 6. 
Judge  righteous  judgment  :  of  ourlelves,  indeed,  we 
cannot  think  vvorle  than  we  deferve,  but  of  our  (late 
we  may  :  therefore,  for  help  in  this  cafe,  confider, 

1.  That  though  the  new  nature  fliall  certainly  ex¬ 
punge  the  old,  at  laft,  the  work  is  not  perfedfed  here. 
But  take  this  for  your  prefent  relief,  that  the  beft 
principle  is  flil!  predominant,  and  getting  ground, 
and  the  old  party  fliall  never  recover  its  wafting  con¬ 
dition  :  for  the  kingdom  of  God  once  in  the  heart, 
will  lurely  work  and  fpread  itlelf,  till  the  whole  lump 
is  favoured  by  it,  Matt.  xiii.  31.  33.  “  To  him  that 

hath  fliall  be  given,”  chap.  xxv.  29.  “  He  that  hath 
life,  fliall  have  it  more  abundantly,”  John,  x.  10. 
As  it  was  God  who  'g'rded  you  with  ftrength,  fo  he 
will  make  your  way  perfedf,  Pfal.  xviii.  32.  Though 
faith  and  hohnefs  be,  at  prefent,  but  as  two  little 
flocks  of  kids  ;  and  fin,  like  the  Syrians  army,  fills 
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the  country  ;  be  not  difmayed  ;  the  king  of  Ifrael 
will  clear  the  country  ot  them  ;  his  “  Spirit  (ball  lift 
up  a  ftandard  agair.fl  them,”  I  In.  lix.  19.  “  And 

though  they  come  in  like  a  flood,  by  him  fhall  their 
proud  waves  be  flayed,”  Job,  xxxviii.  1  r.  The  Lord 
fays  to  you,  in  this  cafe,  as  he  did  to  Jeremiah  ;  “  I 
have  made  thee  a  defenced  city,  an  iron  pillar,  and 
brazen  walls,  againfl  the  whole  land  :  they  fhall  fight 
againfl  thee,  but  they  fhall  nc  t  prevail  againft  thee,” 
Jer.  i.  18,  19.  or,  as  once  to  his  people,  concerning 
the  giant  Og  ;  “  Fear  him  not,  for  I  will  deliver  him, 
and  all  his  people  into  thy  hand,”  Dcut.  iii.  2. 

2.  This  fickneis  is  not  unto  death.  The  conflict 
is  not  to  weaken  or  deflroy,  but  for  trial  and  improve¬ 
ment  ot  your  faith  and  other  graces  ;  the  very  trial 
whereof  is  precious,  1  Pet.  i.  7.  and  (hall  be  found  fo 
at  laPc,  both  to  the  glory  of  him  that  tries  you,  and 
yours  who  are  tried.  Abraham,  David,  Job,  and  oth¬ 
ers,  are  pregnant  examples  ot  this  ;  they  came  forth 
like  gold,  more  pure,  iolid,  and  flexible.  David,  in¬ 
deed,  though  he  held  fall  his  confidence  a  great  while, 
yet  ftill  being  purfued  and  overpreft,  every  day  in¬ 
volved  in  danger  anew,  and  having  once  admitted  car¬ 
nal  realbn  into  his  council,  he  began  to  flag  in  his 
faith  ;  I  thall  one  day  perilh — and  all  men  are  li¬ 
ars,”  1  Sam.  xxvii.  1.  Pfai.  cxvi.  it.  but  it  was  in 
his  hade,  not  contidering  the  furenefs  of  an  abfolute 
promife  ;  and,  therefore,  when  he  had  better  weighed 

he  confefles  his  fault,  and  recovers  from  it  ;  and 
his  faith  was  improved  by  his  trial  :  for,  being  come 
again  to  Jiimleif,  he  comfortably  concludes,  that 
“  goodnefs  and  mercy  fhall  follow  him  all  the  days  of 
his  life  ;  and,  not  with  Handing  his  prefent  exile,  lie 
fliall  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever.”  Pfalm 
xxui.  6. 

j.  Be  it  always  remembered,  that  God  reckons  of 
a  man  accoiding  to  what  his  mind  is  ;  and  you  oucht 
fo  alfo  to  reckon  of  yourfelf.  This  was  Paul’s  courfe, 
in  Rom.  vii.  where  he  thus  reafoneth  :  “  Now  if  I 
do  that  I  would  not,  it  is  no  more  1  that  do  it,  but 
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fin  that  dwelleth  in  me,”  Rom.  vii.  20.  before  con- 
verfion,  it  was  Saul,  but  now  it  is  fin.  Believers  may 
be  led  captive  (at  times),  even  after  they  have  fworn 
fealty  to  their  true  Lord  :  but  (till  they  are  his  in 
their  mind,  and  that  is  their  mark.  It  is  the  fame 
with  that  in  John  ;  “  Whofoever  is  born  of  God 
doth  not  commit  fin  ;  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he 
is  born  of  God,”  1  John,  iii.  9.  that  is,  he  does  not,  * 
nor  he  cannot  fin,  a>  the  devil’s  children  do  ;  for  • 
their  wills  are  in  it  (which  alfo  is  their  mark),  accord- 
ing  to  John,  viii.  44.  44  The  lufts  of  your  father  ye 
will  do  but  a  regenerate  perlon,  44  the  evil  he  doth, 
he  allows  not.”  And  this  is  a  flaying  confideration, 
that  if  44  with  our  mind  we  ferve  the  law  of  God,”  it 
fhall  not  rum  us,  that  46  with  our  flefh  we  ferve  the 
law  of  fin,”  Rom.  vii.  25.  but  how  fhall  I  know  it  ? 
If  you  be  forced,  you  will  cry  out  ;  and  if  you  cry,  it 
is  a  rape,  and  (hall  not  be  charged  to  your  account  ; 
ye  have  the  law  for  it,  in  Deut.  xxii.  25,  26,  27. 
So,  he  that  kills  a  man  againft  his  will,  is  not  reckon¬ 
ed  a  murderer,  nor  worthy  of  death  ;  albeit  the  a£t 
itielf  be  the  fame  that  another  man,  whofe  will  was  in 
it,  (hall  die  for,  Exod.  xxi.  13.  with  Deut.  xix.  4.  6. 

4.  Believers  are,  44  trees  of  righteoulnefs,  and  of 
the  Lord’s  own  planting  ;  and  therefore  they  fhall 
not  fear  when  heat  cometh,”  Jer.  xvii.  8.  They 
have  their  autumns  indeed  (too  often),  and  blighting 
winds  (perhaps  in  the  fpring-time  to)  ;  and  alfo  lux¬ 
uriant  branches  and  fuckers,  proceeding  from  the  old 
flock  ;  which  rob  the  good  ones  of  their  fap,  and 
make  their  fruit  lefs,  both  in  bulk  and  beauty  :  but 
flill  their  fubflance  is  in  them,  and  therefore  they  re¬ 
vive  and  flourifh  again.  And  while  thole  fuckers  are 
nipped  and  pruned  off,  the  true  branches  are  preferv- 
ci  and  cherifhed,  John,  xv.  2.  “  They  fhall  bring 

forth  fruit  in  their  old  age,”  Pfal.  xcii,  14.  They 
that  are  now  (that  is,  once  ;  they  that  are  once)  the 
children  of  God,  fhall  never  be  otherwife  ;  fave  only 
in  a  greater  likenefs  to  their  father,  1  John,  iii.  2.  9. 
chap.  ii.  27.  2  John*  ver.  2.  And  though  their  liv- 
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ing  on  him,  and  their  likenefs  to  him,  be  very  weak¬ 
ly  fometimes  (as  the  natural  life  of  infants  is),  yet, 
being  born,  they  mult  be  kept  ;  and  the  will  and 
care  of  their  Father  is,  to  nurfe  them  up  to  a  perfect 
man,  Eph.  iv.  13. 

You  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  never  had  any  fuch 
caufe  of  complaint  as  you  !  and  poffibly  it  may  be 
*fo  ;  to  be  fure  you  know  not  that  they  had  :  and  * 
thofe  you  compare  yourfelf  with,  may  have  faid  as 
much  of  themielves  ;  and  they  had  the  like  caufe  ; 
for  our  hearts  are  fafhioned  alike  ;  only  each  one  bed 
knows  the  plague  of  his  own  :  Argur,  a  man  of  great 
wildoni  and  holinefs,  fays  of  himlelf,  that  he  was 
“  more  brutifh  than  any  man,”  Prov.  xxx.  2.  Put 
fuppcle  it  be  true,  that  others  corruptions  have  not 
broke  out  as  you  have  done  yet  may  not  this  put 
your  faith  to  a  ftand  ;  much  lefs  make  you  weary, 
recoil,  or  to  faint  in  your  minds  :  for  the  lame  grace 
that  prevented  them,  can  pardon  you  ;  and  will,  if 
you  caft  yourfelves  upon  it.  Ye  may,  indeed  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  complain  of  your  fins :  for  nothing  eife  have 
ye  to  complain  of  :  therefore  complain  and  cry  out 
as  loud  as  you  will,  cc  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  ! 
who  thall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  ?”  but 
withal,  betake  you  to  the  fame  refuge  that  he  did, 
and  abide  by  it  ;  “  I  thank  God,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord  !”  Rom.  vii.  24,  25.  Here  you 
may  triumph  over  all,  both  complaints,  and  the  caufes 
of  them. 

It  muft  always  be  granted,  that  to  deal  with  fin, 
combined,  intrenched,  fortified  as  it  is,  is  a  great  un¬ 
dertaking,  and  yet  may  be  undertook,  and  gone  thro’ 
with  too  ;  there  is  no  retreat  to  be  founded,  nor  ar¬ 
mour  provided  for  your  back  ;  every  child  of  Adam 
muft  either  kill  or  be  killed  in  this  combat  ;  there  is 
no  compounding  the  difference,  nor  difeharge  in  this 
warfare,  until  the  day  be  perfectly  won  :  but  what  a 
recruit  is  there  levied,  and  always  ftand  ready,  as  a 
fure  relerve,  that  though  the  conflict  be  fliarp,  the 
.fuccefs  is  lure.  !  and,  in  order  thereto  (atnongft  other 
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ni.es  and  articles  of  war,)  bear  in  mind  thefe  few  fol- 

.“S-  (I  )  Intangle  not  yourfelf ;  but  fhun  and 
avoid  whatever  may  prove  a  clog,  or  unfit  you  for 

cu  y*  Lxerafc  yourfelf  in  handling  your  fpirit- 

ua,  arms,  especially  that  of  your  faith.  (2-)  Stand 

k'*  ;  watchfully  •,  that  ye  be  not  furpnled 

ry  tudden  excurfions,  or  under  pretence  ot  friend Ih ip. 
(4-)  Ann  yourfeif  with  the  fame  mind  that  was  in 
.inn  ;  let  your  face  as  a  flint,  and  conclude  that  ye 
lha.l  not  be  confounded.  (?.)  Submit  to  the  place 
your  general  hath  fet  you  ’in  ;  it  muft  have  been 
tome  body’s  lot,  and  why  not  yours  ?  and  the  hotter 
it  is,  the  more  honourable  ;  remembering  withal,  that 
vvnen  temptation  was  appointed,  then  aifo  was  ordain¬ 
ed  a  way  to  ekape  ;  and  this  you  are  told  of  before- 
that  “  )'ou  might  be  able  to  bear  it,”  i  Cor. 

}  3*  Look  that  ye  fight  with  proper  weapons ; 
which  are  only  to  be  had  at  the  covenant  of  grace, 
anu  tne  ciois  of  Chriit  ;  and  t! i ere  they  are  never 
wanting  :  and  be  lure  ye  go  not  down  to  the  Philif- 
tines,  eithei  to  forge  or  lharpen.  (7.)  Fight  not  as 
one  ^tnat  beats  the  air  ;  but  as  having,  indeed,  a 
flurdy  ad \ ci (ary  to  deal  with,  whom  yet  you  are  fure 
to  overcome.  (8.)  Look  Fill  on  your  Captain,  to 
oblcrve  what  he  fays  and  does,  and  do  likewife  :  to 
take  up  the  crofs  and  endure  hardfhip,  are  necefiary 
accoutrements  for  a  foldier  of  Chrift. *  (9.)  Wait  on 
the  Lord  to  renew  your  (Length  ;  who  then  beftirs 
him  (elf  mod,  when  yourflrength  is  gone  ;  he  then  lavs 
bold  upon  fhield  and  buckler,  and  Lands  up  for  your 
help,  Phi.  xxxv.  2.  (ic.)  Lafily,  (and  to  influence 
an)  mind  the  Lord  of  his  covenant;  even  then,  when 
yourfelf,  perhaps,  think  on  it  with  trouble,  as  doubt¬ 
ing  your  interefl  in  it.  Pray  him  to  remember  it  for 
you ;  and  with  the  fame  good  will  wherewith  be  made 
U  :  befeech  him  to  look  on  his  bow  in  the  Cloud, 
which  himfclf  hath  fet  there,  as  a  fure  fign  between 
him  and  you  ;  that  though  the  fkies  be  red  and  low- 
ring,  the  clouds  return  after  the  rain,  and  the  billows 
go  over  your  head,  you  fhall  not  be  deluged  by  them 
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by  this  it  is  that  ye  are  hedged  about,  and  walled  up 
to  heaven.  Therefore  ftand  not  like  men  in  iuf~ 
pence,  as  unrelolved  to  fall  on,  or  doubtful  how  to 
come  off ;  but  on,  on  ;  the  day  is  your  own  ;  the 
Lord  of  hofts  purifies  them,  and  “  let  all  the  fons  of 
God  fhout  for  joy. ” 

Infer.  VI.  Since  believers  only  are  interefted  in  the 
covenant,  and  that  faith  is  a  neceffiry  inftrument, 
which  the  covenant  will  not  work  without,  and  without 
which  you  cannot  work  with  it,  nor  fee  your  interefl 
in  it  ;  look  well  to  your  faith  :  firft,  that  it  be  of  the 
right  kind ;  fuch  as  renounces  felf  and  lives  upon  grace : 
and  then  having  found  it  fuch,  be  lure  ye  keep  it  well, 
and  improve  it  to  the  utmofL  Two  ufes,  efpecially, 
are  to  be  made  of  it :  i.  As  your  fhield,  to  (upply  the 
place  of  all  other  pieces  of  your  armour,  when  broken 
or  loofe,  as  well  as  to  lafe-guard  them  when  they  are 
whole  and  tight  about  you.  If  your  helmet  be  out 
of  the  way,  and  fiery  darts  tome  pouring  down,  hold 
up  your  faith  between  your  head  and  them  :  faith  is 
the  trueft  quench-coai  to  the  fire  cf  hell.  If  your 
fword  be  forgot,  or  laid  afide,  or  wants  an  edge, 
your  fhield,  if  well  applied,  will  retort  your  enemy’s 
weapons  on  his  own  head.-  2.  Faith  is  your  fpiritual 
optic,  which  fhews  you  things  of  greateft  moment, 
and  not  otherwife  vifible  :  even  chariots  and  horfemen 
of  fire,  are  not  dil'cernable  without  it.  If  temptations 
from  the  world  do  endanger  you,  turn  your  faith  that 
way,  and  through  it  view  and  confider  how  lhallow 
and  fhort-lived  the  pleafures  of  it  are,  and  how  mo¬ 
mentary  your  fufferings.  Then  look  at  the  world  to 
come,  the  glory  of  it,  and  your  interefl  in  it,  and  how 
much  your  crown  will  be  brightened  by  the  trials  you 
have  pa(Ted  under  here,  and  dwell  on  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  it.  Bend  not  your  eye  lo  much  on  the  peril 
and  length  of  your  paflage,  as  on  the  longed-for  fhore 
that  lies  beyond  it  :  and  reckon  the  furges  of  that 
dreadful  gulph  which  is  yet  betwixt  you  and  it,  but  as 
fo  many  ftrokes  to  waft  you  thither.  This  was  the 
courfe  that  Moles  took,  Hcb.  xi.  26.  and  Chrift  him- 
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felf,  chap.  xii.  2.  Nothing  io  blunts  the  edge  of  Sa¬ 
tan’s  temptations,  or  the  world’s,  as  this  faith  of  God’s 
eled.  Therefore,  fee  that  you  hold  fad  your  faith  ; 
ke-p  it  as  your  life  (keep  that  and  it  will  keep  you,) 
and  let  it  not  go  until  ye  die.  Then,  indeed,  it  will 
leave  you^  becaufe  then  it  will  have  dpne  you  all  the 
ferviee  it  can,  even  the  whole  of  what  it  was  ordained 
for.  But  fhall  faith  then  be  diflblved  and  go  to  noth¬ 
ing  ?  I  would  rather  exprefs  it,  as  the  apoftle  doth  the 
date  of  the  faints  that  (hall  be  found  alive  at  Chrift’s 
coming,  “  they  (hall  not  die,  but  they  lliall  be  chang¬ 
ed,  \  Cor.  xv.  51.  Faith  fhall  then  be  turned  into 
fight,  and  we  (hall  have  the  real  prefence,  full  poffef- 
fion,  and  perfed  fruition  of  that  bleffednefs  we  have 
believed  and  hoped  for.  And  then  fhall  we  fay  to  our 
glorious  Redeemer,  thou  att  the  God  that  haft  fed  me 
all  my  life  long  ;  thy  flefb  has  been  meat  indeed,  &  thy 
biood  drink  indeed  :  many  a  good  meal  have  I  had  upon 
it  in  the  valley  of  B.^ca;  even  feafts  of  fat  things,  &  wine 
on  the  lees  :  other  bridegrooms  and  faviours  have  done 
worthily, but  thouexcelleft  them  all;  they  fet  forth  their 
oeff;  at  firfl;,  but  thou  haft  kept  the  good  wine  until  now ! 

bifer.  VII.  Gather  hence  both  the  reafon  and  ra¬ 
tionality  of  the  faints  defires  to  be  diffojved,  Phil,  k 
23.  They  knew,  that  when  this  earthly  tabernacle 
yvent  down,  they  had  a  better  and  more  capacious 
building  in  heaven,  2  Cor.  v.  1,2.  They  alfo  found, 
that  fpirits,  dwelling  in  flefh,  are  too  much  ftraitened 
and  infirm,  either  to  bear  the  glory  they  were  made 
for,  of  to  exprefs. an  anfwerable  thankfulnefs  for  it  : 
and  for  this  they  groaned  ;  not  to  be  unclothed,  as 
weary  of  their  preterit  ftate  ;  but  to  be  clothed  upon 
with  their  houle  from  heaven,  ver.  4.  They  were 
now  the  fons  of  God,  1  John,  iii.  2.  but  what  they 
fhould  be,  and  fain  would  be,  did  not  appear  to  them, 
nor  could,  until  the  vail  was  lent,  which  hung  (as  yet) 
between  them  and  the  holy  of  holies.  The  fir  ft  fruits 
cf  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  23.  2  Cor.  k  22.  which  were 
both  an  earned  and  foretafte  of  future  glory,  Eph.  i. 
14.  infpired  them  with  fervent  defires  of  liberty  ;  that 
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glorious  liberty  which  belonged  to  them,  as  being  the 
Ions  of  God,  Rom.  viii.  21.  They  had,  by  faith,  laid 
frold  on  erernal  life  :  this  they  had  ftill  in  their  eye, 
and  earneftly’  purfued  :  and  fo  intent  they  were  upon 
it,  that  they  even  forgot  what  was  behind,  Phil',  iii. 
14.  though  very  memorable  in  its  time  :  the  much 
they  had  attained,  they  counted  for  nothing,  to  what 
was  coming  ;  nor  reckoned  for  any  coft,  to  gain  that 
ineftimable  pearl,  namely,  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  13.  This  they  knew  was 
a  thing  too  big  for  mortal  fenfes,  though  as  highly  re¬ 
fined  and  fublimated  as  capable  of  while'mortal,  and 
therefore  longed  for  that  day,  when  immortalrty  Ihould 
be  their  clothing.  The  love  of  God  (lied  abroad  in 
their  hearts,  Rom.  v.  5.  had  given  iuch  a  divine  tinc¬ 
ture,  and  fo  transformed  and  widened  their  fouls,  as 
nothing  could  fatisfy,  but  that  immenfe  deep  from 
whence  it  came.  They  knew,  that  when  Chrift,  their 
life,  fhould  appear,  they  fhould  be  like  him,  and 
mould  fee  him  as  lie  is.  Col.  iii.  4.  not  under  fhadows, 
as  of  old  ;  nor  in  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  as  when  upon 
earth  ;  nor,  as  fince,  under  memorials  and  reprefenta- 
tions  ;  but  in  his  ftate  of  glory  :  the  fight  of  which 
would  transform  them  into  his  image  indeed  ;  and 
until  then  they  could  not  fay,  it  is  enough.  They 
knew,  that  the  very  quenteflence  of  heavenly  beatitude 
confiftsiri  the  vifionof  God  ;  and  that  heaven  itfelf,  with 
all  that  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  fpirits  of 
juft  men  made  pprfeft  (though  a  very  glorious  and  defir- 
able  fociety),  would  not  fatisfy  heaven- born  fouls,  if 
the  Lord  himfelf  were  not  there  in  his  glory  :  hence 
thofe  holy  exclamations  and  outcries,  “  whom  have  1 
in  heaven  but  thee  !5>  Pfal.  lxxiii.  25.  and,  “  when 
fhali  1  come  and  appear  before  God,”  Pfal.  lxii.  2. 
Good  Jacob  would  go  and  fee  his  beloved  Jofeph  be¬ 
fore  he  died  and  thefe  would  die  to  go  and  lee  theirs. 
Thus  does  the  kingdom  of  heaven  (as  it  were)  luffer 
violence  a  fetond  time  from  the  heirs  of  falvation  ; 
they  know  it  is  theirs  ;  and  that  they  were  wrought 
for  that  fell  fame  thing  3  and,  being  theirs,  they  might 
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lawfully  take  it,  by  force  upon  all  carnal  impediments^ 
Matt.  xi.  12.  2  Cor.  v.  5. 

Infer .  VIII.  To  clofe  all  :  you  have  feen  what  Paul 
and  others  did  ;  go  you  and  do  likewife  ;  “haften  to 
the  day  of  God,’*  2  Pet.  iii.  12.  and  wait  for  it,  as  they 
that  watch  for  the  morning.  1.  Affedionately,  as  a 
thing  greatly  defirable,  efpecially  after  a  dark  and  toil¬ 
some  night.  2.  Patiently,  and  with  quietnefs  ;  not 
precipitating,  but  as  knowing  it  will  come,  and  that 
in  the  fitted  time.  3.  Attentively,  as  not  willing  to 
lofe  the  imalleft  found  of  your  Mafter’s  feet.  4.  With 
diligence  alio  and  preparednefs  •  that  neither  oil  nor 
lighting  may  be  to  feek  when  the  cry  is  made.  Be  al¬ 
ways  ready,  and  then  groan  :  groan  (I  fay)  for  that 
day  of  glory,  when  life  and  immortality  fhall  be  bro’t 
to  light  in  perfect  ion  :  when  yourfelf,  with  all  the  eledt 
of  God,  meeting  in  that  great  and  general  aflembly, 
the  “  church  of  the  firft-born  which  are  written  in  hea¬ 
ven  Heb.  xii.  23.  may  be  entirely,  univerfally,  and 
everlaftingiy  taken  up  in  admiring  eledling  love,  which 
fo  gtorioully  and  happily  (hall  have  wrought  all  our 
works  for  us,  and  brought  Us  to  the  ultimate  end  it 
deiigned  us  for  ;  which  was,  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord  ; 
to  lee  him  as  he  is ;  and  to  experience  the  fum  of  that 
great  petition  in  the  xviith  of  John,  4f  that  they  may 
be  one  in  us,”  John,  xvii.  2 1.  26.  And,  in  your  way 
thither,  carry  this  afifurance  dill  before  you  ;  that  the 
fame  hands  which  laid  the  foundation,  will  alfo  lay  the 
top-ftone,  and  that  with  fhoutings  ;  and. you  (bail  lilt 
up,  to  eternity,  that  loud  &  joyful  acclamation/4  Grace, 
grace  unto  it,  Zech.  iv.  7.  9.  44  Happy  art  thou,  O 
ffrael  ;  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people,  faved  by  the 
Lord,  the  fliield  of  thine  help,  and  the  fword  of  thine 
excellency  !  all  thine  enemies  (ball  be  found  liars  unto 
thee  ;  and  thou  lhalt  tread  upon  their  high  places  !” 
;Deut.  xxxiii.  29.  2  Sam.  xxii.  1,  &c.  and,  which  is 
more  than  angels  and  men  can  utter  befides,  44  God 
(ball  be  all  in  all  !”  1  Cor.  xv.  28.  to  proclaim  which, 
was  the  end  of  this  work.  Amen.. 
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